MENOMINEE RANGE MEMORIES 51: DOWNTOWN IRON
MOUNTAIN – 415-423 SOUTH STEPHENSON AVENUE
By William J. Cummings, Menominee Range Historical Foundation Historian

The northeast corner of the intersection of South Stephenson Avenue and East A Street was
vacant for many years following the fire which burned the Flanagan Block to the ground
February 25, 1904. There was an ice rink at this corner at times prior to the construction of the
United States National Bank in 1921. The building with the triangular peak was the Odd
Fellows Block, erected in about 1888. The M. Levy Company Store, one of the two larger
department stores in Iron Mountain at this time, was north of the Odd Fellows Block. This
postcard view was postmarked in Iron Mountain on July 23, 1909. [William John Cummings]
rooms at 415, advertising: “The first-class
shop of the City. None but experienced
and expert workmen employed. Everything
new and inviting.”
The advertisement below appeared in
the July 4, 1889 edition of Iron Mountain’s
weekly newspaper The Menominee Range.

[NOTE: Dates, placed chronologically, are
highlighted in boldface red letters for easier
reading, and names of individuals and
places are highlighted in boldface black
letters to facilitate finding information.]
The 51st installment of Menominee
Range Memories, a series of articles by
William J. Cummings, Menominee Range
Historical Foundation
historian,
now
available on the Dickinson County Library’s
website, is titled “Downtown Iron Mountain
– 415-423 South Stephenson Avenue.”
History of 415: In 1892-1894, J.B.
Eslick operated a barber shop and bath
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There was no listing for this address in
1902-1903 or 1907-1908. However, by
1913, the M. Levy Company (Albert Levy,
president;
Isaac
Unger,
secretarytreasurer) had expanded to include 415-419
South Stephenson Avenue, selling “general
merchandise.”
The
Levy-Unger
Company, Ltd. (Henry M. Levy, Albert
Levy, Isaac Unger) still sold “general
merchandise”
at
415-417
South
Stephenson Avenue in 1925. By 1935 the
J.C. Penny Company, Inc., occupied 415417 South Stephenson Avenue, with
Claude A. Moore working as manager,
offering “Men’s Furnishing Goods and
Ready-to-Wear.” In 1939 and 1941-1942
the J.C. Penny Company, Inc., continued to
occupy 415-417 South Stephenson Avenue
with Claude A. Moore serving as manager.
History of 417:
In 1892-1894
Christopher Grossbusch was a “Dealer in
Fruit, Confectionery and Vegetables,
Notions, Toilet Articles, Toys, Cigars,
Tobacco, etc.” at this location, but resided
at 119 South Stephenson Avenue.
The M. Levy Company store was one
of Iron Mountain’s first large department
stores, selling a variety of general
merchandise, and began operating at 415417 South Stephenson Avenue sometime
between 1892 and 1898.
The Range-Tribune noted in its April 30,
1898 edition that “J.E. Clancy, the architect
for the new Levy building, came up from
Green Bay yesterday with the plans for the
building. The firm will send out for bids for
constructing same at once and they must
be received by May 16. The building will be
two-story, brick, and the main rooms will be
50x100 feet, both the lower and upper
floors being occupied by the firm. It will be
a modern building in every particular and
will be heated by steam.”
In an article appearing in the June 2,
1898 edition of the Iron Mountain Press,

Contractor Joergenson, of Green Bay,
was verified as the contractor for the
erection of the M. Levy & Co.’s department
store. Joergenson had begun removing the
old frame buildings at 415-419 South
Stephenson Avenue.
The August 17, 1898 issue of The Daily
Tribune noted that the new Levy building
has reached the second story and the work
will be rapidly pushed to completion, and
added that the firm expected “to occupy
their new building next month.”
An item in The Daily Tribune for August
31, 1898 announced that the “new Levy
building is completed to its full height and
the work of finishing the interior will be
rapidly pushed. It is a very handsome
structure and the firm is entitled to praise
for their enterprise. George Dehn, the
plumber, is putting in an Eagle generator for
an acetylene plant and 120 burners will be
used to furnish light for the building.”
On September 15, 1898, the Iron
Mountain Press announced that N.B.
Parmelee & Son had secured the contract
for building the fixtures for M. Levy & Co.’s
new department store and would have the
same ready to place in position as soon as
Contractor Joergenson turned the building
over to the firm. At this time in was
anticipated that the building will be ready for
occupancy by October 15.
The October 5, 1898 edition of The
Daily Tribune noted that the “plate glass
windows for the new Levy building were
placed in position yesterday and are very
handsome. They cost nearly $100 apiece
and there are four of them. A traveling man
remarked this morning that there was not a
handsomer store front in Chicago than the
Levy front.”
However, on October 17, 1898 The
Daily Tribune noted that “two of the large
plate glass windows in the new Levy
building front cracked from being set too
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tightly. The windows were insured and the
insurance company will have to replace
them.”

Carbis (Thomas Wills and William J.
Carbis), groceries and meats; 409, Khoury
Bros., (Paul Khoury and Sam Khoury,
salesman,
who
lived
upstairs),
confectioneries, fruits, cigars, ice cream,
etc.; 413, L.M. Hansen, livery stable (single
story with diamond-shaped windows); 417419, M. Levy Company (Albert Levy, Henry
M. Levy and Isaac Unger), department
store.
The M. Levy Company, of Ft.
Atkinson, Wis., established a branch store
here in September, 1887, which proved
very successful. On April 30, 1898,The
Range-Tribune noted that J.E. Clancy, the
Green architect for the new Levy building,
brought the plans for the two-story, brick
structure with the main rooms
being
50x100 feet, and the firm occupying both
the lower and upper floors. This building
burned February 28, 1982. [Menominee
Range Historical Museum]
The following article appeared in the
November 18, 1898 edition of The Daily
Tribune under the headline: NARROW
ESCAPE: Incipient Blaze in the Levy Store
Which Might Have Proved Serious:
Last night about 11 o’clock, while the
Levy and Unger boys were working in the
new Levy store on Stephenson avenue
preparing to receive the stock, the electric
arc lamp in the store went out and they
could not work longer.
They left the
building and went to the old store for their
overcoats and as soon as they opened the
door smoke was plainly seen in the store
room. A telephone call was made at once
to the engine house and an investigation
was made. It was found that a spark had
dropped from the arc lamp in the rear of the
store and set fire to a covering on a line of
cloaks. It had burned clear through the
covering and had communicated to the
coats, which were smouldering [sic –
smoldering]. It took but a few minutes for

Postmarked Iron Mountain, July 18, 1910,
this view shows the north end of the 400
block of South Stephenson Avenue, looking
north. Tommy Perkins stands beside the
wheeled barrel used to pick up horse
manure from the streets. In 1907, the
following businesses were located here:
401, John McKenna, liquors and cigars,
with Mrs. James (Jennie) Lalley living
upstairs; 405, The Parent Clothing Store
(Charles Parent), clothing, furnishings,
trunks, valises, shoes, etc.; 407, Wills &
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the firemen to extinguish the fire, but it was
a narrow escape. If the boys had not left
their overcoats in the old building, the fire
no
doubt
would
have
remained
undiscovered until it got a good start and
serious damage would have resulted. It
was a fortunate thing that it turned out as it
did. The loss will amount to less than $20.
M. Levy & Co. moved into its new store
on Saturday evening, November 19, 1898,
and Monday, November 21, 1898.
The following article, appearing in The
Daily Tribune on November 21, 1898, under
the headline: IN A NEW HOME: The Firm
of M. Levy & Co. Moves to Its New
Quarters:
ESTABLISHED NEARLY
TWELVE YEARS:
Steady Increase of
Business – The Individual Members of the
Firm – The Handsomest Storeroom in the
Upper Peninsula, provides a history of the
company in Iron Mountain from 1887 until
the new store opened
Early in 1887 a firm in Ft. Atkinson,
Wis., doing a general merchandise
business, found its trade becoming so
extensive that it concluded to look up
another location, invest some capital and
establish a branch house. This firm was M.
Levy & Co., and two of its members after
thoroughly investigating many cities and
towns, decided that Iron Mountain was the
most promising place on the list and offered
the best inducements for the investment of
capital.
So in September 1887, a branch
establishment was opened here which was
a success from the start, the business
increasing so rapidly and requiring so much
attention that the firm took advantage of an
offer and sold out its Ft. Atkinson business,
giving the business here its entire attention.
The firm at that time consisted of M.
Levy, Isaac Unger and Henry Levy. Later
on the senior member’s youngest son,
Albert Levy, was taken into the firm, which

continued business successfully in the
quarters just vacated, sailing through the
dull years of 1892 and 1893 without
financial mishap and carrying on its books
many miners out of work and who greatly
needed assistance, thus tiding them over
until better times came.
Early last spring the volume of business
of the concern began to increase so rapidly
that steps were taken to construct a
building exactly suited to their firm’s
demand.
The property adjoining the store on the
North was purchased from Mrs. Amelia
Pascoe and on June 1 a contract was
entered into to construct a modern business
block at a considerable cost, work upon
which has just been completed.
Saturday night and this morning the
immense stock of goods in the old store
was moved into the new building which is
handsomely fitted up with convenient
counters and shelving, and modern office
fixtures. The business of the concern is
being conducted as usual today, and as
soon as everything is in place a grand
opening will be given. The whole of the
building will be occupied by the firm and
additional help may be needed to handle
the holiday goods, a large and handsome
stock of which is daily arriving. There are at
present 20 people actively employed in
conducting this large business.
Four
delivery wagons are necessary to deliver
the goods to purchasers.
M. Levy & Co. certainly deserve [sic –
deserves] great credit for investing so much
capital in so fine a building but the
members of the firm have confidence in the
future of Iron Mountain and the handsome
structure now occupied by them should be
an inducement to others to invest capital in
that way, which not only adds to the look of
the city but would tend to increase the
people’s confidence in it.
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We do not believe there is a finer store
room in the upper peninsula than the one
now used by M. Levy & Co. and the Tribune
wishes the firm in its new undertaking that
prosperity which has characterized its
business in the past.
In the “Brief City Newsites” column of
the November 30, 1898 edition of the Iron
Mountain Press mention was made that
“since moving into the new store M. Levy &
Co. had been compelled to employ six
additional clerks.” It was further noted that
M. Levy & Co. had placed an order for an
immense stock of toys. Santa Claus was
going to make his headquarters at the “big
store” that season.
In 1902-1903 the M. Levy & Company
(Mandel Levy, Albert Levy, Henry Levy
and Isaac Unger) operated a general
merchandise store at 417-419 South
Stephenson Avenue. In 1907-1908 the M.
Levy Company department store was still
located at 417-419 South Stephenson
Avenue with Albert Levy, Henry M. Levy
and Isaac Unger involved in running the
business.
By 1911, the M. Levy Company needed
to expand its operations. An article in the
Iron Mountain Press on June 22, 1911
announced:
The M. Levy Company has leased the
handsome Cook & Pelham Block for a
term of ten years and taken possession.
Carpenters are now engaged in building the
counters and fixtures. It is the intention of
the company to occupy the building with
their grocery, china, glassware and
graniteware departments. This will permit
the enlargement of other departments in the
company building. The office and wrapping
counters will be removed to the space now
occupied by the grocery department and
the stairway to the second floor will be
rearranged. This will give much additional
space for the display of shoes, clothing and

gents furnishing goods which have been
crowded in an inconvenient manner
heretofore. Manager M. [Monroe] Unger,
of this department, declares that, when he
has his goods arranged in the new building,
no town north of Chicago will have a neater
grocery store than Iron Mountain. Mr.
Unger is thoroughly informed in this branch
of the trade, has a knack of displaying
goods in an appetizing manner, and the
business of the company is certain to
increase as a result of the enlargement.
In the July 20, 1911 edition of the Iron
Mountain Press an article noted the M.
Levy Company was moving the grocery and
allied departments to the new Cook &
Pelham building.
By 1913, the M. Levy Company (Albert
Levy, president; Isaac Unger, secretarytreasurer) had expanded to include 415-419
South Stephenson Avenue, selling “general
merchandise.”
The
Levy-Unger
Company, Ltd. (Henry M. Levy, Albert
Levy, Isaac Unger) still sold “general
merchandise”
at
415-417
South
Stephenson Avenue in 1925.
By 1935 the J.C. Penny Company,
Inc., occupied 415-417 South Stephenson
Avenue, with Claude A. Moore working as
manager, offering “Men’s Furnishing Goods
and Ready-to-Wear.” In 1939 and 19411942 the J.C. Penny Company, Inc.,
continued to occupy 415-417 South
Stephenson Avenue with Claude A. Moore
serving as manager.
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The above advertisement appeared in the
April 18, 1907 edition of the Iron Mountain
News advertising “The Best Goods” with
corsets at 85 cents, hosiery at 21 cents,
hair pins at 20 cents for twelve, dress
goods at 85 cents, percales at 10 cents,
table linens at 85 cents, art linens at 60
cents, silkolines at 10 cents, toweling at 4 ½
cents per yard, curtain muslin at 10 cents
per yard and more..

The above advertisement appeared in the
August 16, 1906 edition the Iron Mountain
Press advertising clothing under the
headline “SCHOOL TIME” with a “highgrade line of boys clothes” ranging in price
from $3.50 to $8.00 and “Dress Goods” for
the girls suitable for early fall and winter
dresses for 25 cents per yard and up.
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In mid-June 1911, the Levy-Unger Store leased the Cook & Pelham Block to the north for a
term of ten years. Carpenters were building counters and fixtures by June 22. The company
planned to move their grocery, china, glassware and graniteware departments into the newly
acquired space, permitting the enlargement of other departments within the company’s
building. The office and wrapping counters were moved to the space formerly occupied by the
grocery department and the stairway to the second floor was rearranged, giving additional
space for the display of shoes, clothing and gents furnishing goods. Manager Monroe Unger
declared that once the goods were arranged in the new building, “no town north of Chicago”
would “have a neater grocery store than Iron Mountain. An article in the July 20 edition of the
Iron Mountain Press noted “the grocery store and allied departments” were being moved into
the new Cook & Pelham Block facility. The above photograph probably shows the original
grocery department in the Levy-Unger building prior to the move to the new facility. Note the
jars of Booth’s Oysters on the counter in the center. Oysters were very popular during this era.
Glass-fronted bins along the main counter displayed contents sold by weight in most cases,
and canned goods were lined up on shelving behind. The employees are unidentified. In the
photograph on the following page the clothing departments are pictured. Note the steam heat
radiator standing midway between the two sets of counters and the columns needed to support
the tin-embossed ceiling over the vast space of one of the city’s largest department stores.
Again, the employees are unidentified. [Menominee Range Historical Museum]
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History of 419: Pawle & Berklund
(Louis Pawle and Thomas Berklund) ran
a saloon at this address which was also
their place of residence in 1892-1894. In
1902-1903 the M. Levy & Company
(Mandel Levy, Albert Levy, Henry Levy
and Isaac Unger) operated a general
merchandise store at 417-419 South
Stephenson Avenue. In 1907-1908 the M.
Levy Company department store was still
located at 417-419 South Stephenson
Avenue with Albert Levy, Henry M. Levy
and Isaac Unger involved in running the
business.
By 1913, the M. Levy Company (Albert
Levy, president; Isaac Unger, secretarytreasurer) had expanded to include 415-419
South Stephenson Avenue, selling “general
merchandise.”

The Levy-Unger Company, Ltd.
(Henry M. Levy, Albert Levy, Isaac
Unger) still sold “general merchandise” at
415-417 South Stephenson Avenue in
1925.
The
store
probably
still
encompassed this lot at that time, but the
address was listed as 415-417 South
Stephenson Avenue instead of 415-419
South Stephenson Avenue, as it was in
1913.
By 1935 the J.C. Penny Company,
Inc., occupied 415-417 South Stephenson
Avenue, with Claude A. Moore working as
manager, offering “Men’s Furnishing Goods
and Ready-to-Wear.” In 1939 and 19411942 the J.C. Penny Company, Inc.,
continued to occupy 415-417 South
Stephenson Avenue with Claude A. Moore
serving as manager.
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Employees posed in front of the J.C. Penny Company store at 415-417 South Stephenson
Avenue, formerly the home of the Levy-Unger Company, probably sometime between 1935
and 1940. The J.C. Penny Company was first listed at this address in the 1935 city directory,
but was also listed at its former location in the U.S. National Bank building, now the Downtown
Plaza. This probably indicates that the store moved locations in 1935. Claude A. Moore was
listed as manager in both the 1935 and 1939 city directories. By 1946 C.E. Rodman served
as manager. The J.C. Penny Company signed a lease for the U.S. National Bank’s north store
front on December 14, 1921. In 1979 the company moved to a new location in the Birchwood
Mall in Kingsford, and Don and Donna Christy moved their Western Auto store into 415417 South Stephenson Avenue.
The structure burned to the ground on Sunday evening,
February 28, 1982, together with the Ace Drug Store building and Isabel’s Ready-to-Wear.
Identified are Beatrice Dallapiazza (front row standing, fifth from left), sisters Eileen Balsom
and Flora (Balson) Dishaw (middle row standing, fifth and sixth from left0 and possibly Frank
Michela (front row, kneeling, sixth from left). [Menominee Range Historical Museum]
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History of 421: Originally known as the
Odd Fellows’ Building, since the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows
(I.O.O.F.), Crescent Lodge No. 370 met in
their hall upstairs Tuesday evenings at
7:30, this structure was erected in about
1888.
Erecting a building and renting the store
space on the first floor was fairly common,

serving as an investment and source of
income for the business or fraternal order.
In Bunn & Simmons’ Iron Mountain City
Directory 1892-94 the officers were listed
as follows: William Trestrail, N.G. [Noble
Grand]; William Brockinshire, V.G. [Vice
Grand]; William Skillin, secretary; Richard
James, treasurer; William P. Bray, per
secretary.

The northeast corner of the intersection of South Stephenson Avenue and East A Street
was vacant for many years following the fire which burned the Flanagan Block to the ground
February 25, 1904. There was an ice rink at this corner at times prior to the construction of
the United States National Bank in 1921. The building with the triangular peak was the Odd
Fellows Block, erected in about 1888. This detail of a postcard view was postmarked in Iron
Mountain on July 23, 1909. [William J. Cummings]
Clothing, Gents’ Furnishings, Groceries,
Provisions, Flour, Feed, Boots, Shoes and
General Merchandise,” occupying the store

In 1892-1894, the M. Levy Company
(Mendel Levy, Henry M. Levy and Isaac
Unger) were “dealers in Dry Goods,
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below the Odd Fellows Lodge. Albert Levy
worked as the company’s bookkeeper.
William H. Mitchell ran a general
merchandise store at this location in 19021903, and sold “hardware, stoves, etc.” at
120 East Brown Street. The Odd Fellows
Lodge was still located upstairs.
The following article was published in
the December 1, 1904 edition of the Iron
Mountain Press under “Brief City Notes”:
The following nominations for officers
were made at a recent meeting of Crescent

Lodge, No. 374, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows: Noble grand, Adolph Berkstrom,
vice grand, Samuel Morcom; financial
secretary, William Martin; recording
secretary, William Trestrail; treasurer,
Richard James. The election will be held
next Tuesday.
Mike Mitchell provided “confectioneries,
ice cream and fruits” at this address in
1907-1908. Obeline Prenevost, widow of
Xavier Prenevost, sold confectionery
goods and fruits here in 1913.

Based on the half-circle window in the background behind the group of employees, this interior
view may show the second floor of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F.)
building. The M. Levy Company (Medel Levy, Henry M. Levy and Isaac Unger) ran a
general merchandise store here by 1892, selling “Dry Goods, Clothing, Gents’ Furnishings,
Groceries, Provisions, Flour, Feed, Boots, Shoes and General Merchandise.” William
Mitchell ran a general merchandise store here by 1907. [William John Cummings]
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In 1925 Erickson & Johnson (Sol E.
Erickson and Gust P. Johnson) ran a
grocery store at this address.
An article in the March 21, 1925 edition
of the Iron Mountain News announced the
opening of the Hub Clothing Company as
follows under this headline:
NEW
CLOTHING STORE TO OPEN – Hub
Company Located in Odd Fellows’ Building
On Stephenson:
Featuring Fashion Park clothes and
carrying the best in men’s furnishings, the
Hub Clothing company will open its doors
to the trade in the Odd Fellow’s [sic –
Fellows’] building, 421 Stephenson avenue,
early next week. David J. Confeld and
Meyer Rosenblum are the owners of the
new store.
Mr. Rosenblum, for the last six years
manager and buyer of the men’s
department of the Fair Savings Bank
store, Escanaba, and formerly connected
with _____ Lytton and Sons, Chicago,
Glass and Liebman, Brooklyn, Henry B--tsum, Gladstone, Mich., and the Hub stores
at Gladstone and Crosby, Minn., will
personally be in charge of the store here.
Connected with Mr. Rosenblum in a
managerial capacity is Mr. Confeld, who
has been employed as a traveling auditor
for the Gamble-Robinson company for
several years and who for 12 years was
employed by the Northwestern National
bank of Minneapolis.
The interior of the building is being
completely redecorated and in another
week it is expected that much of the stock
ordered for the new store will be on the
shelves. The ceiling is being painted, a
new lighting system is being installed and
plans are made for the enlargement of the
display windows within the next few
months.
Fashion Park clothing is to be featured
by the store, and Gordon hats are to be

carried in the hat department. In addition,
practically every known furnishing will be
carried in stock, and a wide variety to
choose from is promised.
A boy’s [sic – boys’] department is
planned and a complete stock of clothing
for youths will be carried.
Just over a month later the Iron
Mountain News reported an attempted
robbery at the new store in its April 24,
1925 edition as follows:
An attempted robbery last night at the
New Hub clothing store in the Odd Fellows
building on Stephenson avenue failed to
materialize.
It is believed that the robbers were
frightened away by the proprietors who
entered the building at 11 o’clock. Entrance
to the building was made through the rear
basement door which was sprung open.
Finding the door leading into the store
locked, the intruders removed one of the
hinges of the door and were attempting to
take the other one off when they became
frightened. A small hatchet was found on
the stairway. The work was believed to be
that of youths as no man full sized could
squeeze through the small opening made
by springing the door.
The Boston Store, a department store
at this location in 1935, was run by Archie
W. Reynolds. In the 1939 city directory the
I.O.O.F. Lodge was listed upstairs of 421423 South Stephenson Avenue, but
probably only comprised 421 South
Stephenson Avenue. By the time the 19411942 city directory was published Oshin’s
Ladies’ Apparel, Isaac H. Oshin,
proprietor, was listed at this address, and
there was no listing for 423 South
Stephenson Avenue. There was no listing
of the I.O.O.F. Lodge.
In about 1952, Mose and Isabel Pasten
opened a women’s apparel store in the Odd
Fellows Block.
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On February 28, 1982, the building was
one of three businesses destroyed by fire.
An article in the Saturday, March 6,
1982 edition of The Daily News by Ron
Kramer, staff writer, under the headline
Downtown fire victims making plans to
rebuild businesses reported:
The owners of two downtown Iron
Mountain stores destroyed by fire Sunday
are making plans to rebuild their
businesses in the same location.
Isabel Pasten of Isabel’s Ready-to-Wear
and Don and Donna Christy of Western
Auto said they plan to build new stores as
soon as the debris is cleared from the fire
and building plans are completed.
Christy also said he was making
arrangements
to
rent
the
former
Montgomery Ward garage in the 200 block
of East A Street until his new store is
completed.
“We decided we owe it to our customers
who have warranties that we would operate
out of this building selling and repairing
bicycles and lawn mowers,” Christy
explained.
Isabel Pasten and her husband, the late
Mose Pasten, opened a women’s apparel

store at 421 Stephenson Ave. some 30
years ago.
“I intend to rebuild in the same location,”
Mrs. Pasten said.
“I decided to rebuild because I’m
interested in my customers and employees.
I’ve made a lot of nice acquaintances and a
lot of nice customers during the time I’ve
been in business,” Mrs. Pasten continued.
“I like what I do and I’m interested in my
customers. I’m also interested in staying in
business.”
Mrs. Pasten said she hoped to be in
business in a new store by this fall.
She has eight employees.
Beverly
Chartier, Mrs. Pasten’s niece, is assistant
manager.
Janet Michaud has been
employed at Isabel’s for 15 years and Betty
Fleischfresser started working at the store
12 years ago.
History of 423: Simon Goldman sold
“notions” at this location in 1892-1894. By
1902-1903 H.E. Smith ran a clothing store
here. There was no listing for this address
in 1907-1908 or 1913. By 1925 this lot had
been incorporated into the United States
National Bank.
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This postcard view, taken in about 1925, shows: 401, Liberty Candy Kitchen (George
Villenette); 403 – no listing; 405, Charles E. Parent Clothing Store in the Taylor Building
(S.S. Kresge Co. opened at 405 on November 17, 1926); 407-409, the Stern & Field
(Herbert Field and Noe Bertrand); 411, no listing; 413 – no listing; 415-417, Levy-Unger
Company, Ltd. (Henry M. Levy, Albert Levy, Isaac Unger); 421, Erickson & Johnson
Grocery Store (Sol E. Erickson and Gust P. Johnson); The Hub Clothing Company
(David J. Confeld and Meyer Rosenblum) opened at 421 in late March, 1925; 427-431, The
National Bank Block. Most of the listings are from the 1925 directory. There were no
buildings on the west side of the 400 block of Stephenson Avenue at this time. [William John
Cummings]
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This postcard view, postmarked July 22, 1946, included: 401-403, the S.S. Kresge Co.
Department Store; 407-409, the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co.; 411, The Men’s Store
(Max Dworsky and Paul Dworsky); 415-417, J.C. Penny Co., Inc.; 421, Oshin’s Ladies’
Apparel (Isaac H. Oshin); 427, Montgomery Ward Co. Business references are from the
1941 city directory. There were no buildings on the west side of this block at this time. [WJC
Photo]

THE FIRE ON THE 400 BLOCK OF
SOUTH STEPHENSON AVENUE,
IRON MOUNTAIN,
ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1982
AS REPORTED IN
THE DAILY NEWS

Fire destroys
downtown shops
By RON KRAMER
Staff Writer
IRON MOUNTAIN – Damage was
estimated at $1 million in a fire which swept
through three buildings in downtown Iron
Mountain Sunday night.
The three-alarm blaze destroyed the
former Ace Drug Store building, the
Western Auto Store and Isabel’s Ready-

The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 61st Year,
Number 272 [Monday, March 1, 1982],
page 1, columns ___-___
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to-Wear. Firefighters were summoned at
7:13 p.m. and had the blaze under control
two hours later.
All available Iron Mountain firefighters
remained at the scene until 2 a.m. today
when Fire Chief Dick Rahoi sent two
crews back to the fire hall and left one at
the scene as the ruins of the three buildings
continued to burn throughout the night.
The three buildings destroyed by the
blaze are in the 400 block of Stephenson
Avenue (U.S. 2). Firefighters prevented the
fire from spreading to the S.S. Kresge Co.
and Downtown Plaza buildings, which
are on opposite ends of the block. Rahoi
said both structures sustained smoke and
water damage.
The Downtown Plaza is the former
Montgomery Ward building.
There also was some smoke damage in
Joey Jaff’s Avenue Bar, which is located
in a basement between the Kresge building
and The Ace Drug building.
Lt. Donald Legault, commander of the
first crew and pumper unit on the scene,
alerted Chief Rahoi immediately and he
proceeded to call out all available Iron
Mountain firefighters and a second pumper.
A third pumper from the Kingsford Public
Safety Department also was summoned to
fight the raging blaze which attracted
hundreds of spectators to the downtown
area.
Legault said smoke was billowing from
the second floor and rear of the first floor of
the Ace Drug building when firemen arrived
on the scene. The blaze quickly spread to
the front of the Ace Drug building and then
to the Western Auto and Isabel’s buildings.
The fire apparently started at the rear of
the Ace Drug building, according to reports
from eyewitnesses.
Some people had
reportedly been working in the building
Sunday until about 6 p.m.

Heat from the fire cracked windows in
stores across the street on Stephenson
Avenue.
Backdrafts resulted in three explosions
during the fire causing flames to flare up
from the front of the Ace Drug and Western
Auto buildings.
Rahoi said he may call in the Michigan
State Police fire marshal’s division to aid in
the investigation of the blaze. He said the
cause of the fire is undetermined.
Police Chief Vance
Sparapana
summoned all available Iron Mountain
police officers to aid in crowd and traffic
control. Traffic was rerouted around the
four blocks of the central business district.
Assisting city police were the Dickinson
County Sheriff’s Department, Kingsford
Public Safety Department, Michigan
State Police, Norway Police Department
and Niagara Police Department.
The Dickinson County Sheriff’s
Department Search and Rescue Unit also
was on the scene and used its floodlights to
illuminate the area as firefighters worked to
control the blaze.
An Iron Mountain firefighter, Lt. Frank
Warren, received a gash on the forehead
when he was struck by a hose nozzle. He
was
taken
by Dickinson County
Ambulance Service to Dickinson County
Memorial Hospital, where he was treated
and released.
Crews from Wisconsin Electric Power
Co. and Michigan Consolidated Gas Co.
also were summoned to the fire. The
power company disconnected lines to the
buildings, cutting off power to a major
portion of the downtown area for about two
hours. Electrical power in a two-block area
south of the 400 block of Stephenson
Avenue was not expected to be restored
until later today.
Gas company crews were still working
this morning to disconnect the gas service
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lines at the rear of the buildings destroyed
in the fire.
Mayor John C. O’Donnell, who was at
the scene Sunday night, said a large crane
from J.M. Malin Co. would be used to
knock down the walls of the buildings since
they constituted a safety hazard. He said
Stephenson Avenue would remain closed
until the walls were knocked down.

former church on the Northside being used
by Immaculate Church for a parish hall,
Mountain Hotel, Flinn Hotel, CarpenterCook building and Railpost tavern.
The Western Auto Store was owned by
Mr. and Mrs. Don Christy. “We hope to
rebuild in the same location in the next
several months,” Christy said.
“Hopefully, construction will start by midsummer. We were overwhelmed by the
support we received form customers and
friends.
“We want to extend our thanks to the
Iron Mountain Fire Department for their fast
action in preventing the fire from spreading
to the Kresge store and Downtown Plaza.”
The owner of another store destroyed
by the fire also plans to rebuild. “We plan
to rebuild in the same location as soon as
possible,” stated Isabel Pasten, owner of
Isabel’s Ready-to-Wear.
The owner of the former Ace Drug
store building, Rene Savoie, could not be
reached for comment on plans for his
building. Savoie moved his drug store to
the Downtown Plaza last year.
“I want to commend my men and the
others who assisted in preventing the fire
from spreading to the entire block,” Iron
Mountain Fire Chief Dick Rahoi said.
“They did a good job.”
“I also wanted to thank all the other
departments who assisted us, the
volunteers who helped and the Red Cross
and others who brought food and coffee.”
Firefighters pumped approximately half
a million gallons of water on the fire
between 7:15 p.m. Sunday and 2 a.m.
today.

More on pages 4-5
The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 61st Year,
Number 272 [Monday, March 1, 1982],
page 4, columns ___-___

Blaze was likely
biggest in history
By RON KRAMER
and E.H. RONDEAU
Staff Writers
IRON MOUNTAIN – A fire which swept
through three downtown Iron Mountain
store buildings Sunday night might have
been the biggest in the history of the city.
The fire destroyed the former Ace Drug
building, Western Auto Store and
Isabel’s Ready-to-Wear.
“I believe this one was the biggest ever,”
said Alfonse Fuse, retired Iron Mountain
fire chief. Fuse served for 41 years from
1938 through 1979.
Henry Badini, another retired city
firefighter, said he also believed the blaze
was one of the largest in the city.
Fuse recalled some other major fires in
the city since the 1930s.
The blazes
included the Mercantile building, St.
Joseph Church, St. Mary Church, First
Covenant Church, Holy Trinity Episcopal
Church, Central Methodist Church, a

The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 61st Year,
Number 273 [Tuesday, March 2, 1982],
page 1, columns 1-5
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firefighters battled the blaze which was
brought under control at about 9 p.m.
Firemen remained at the scene throughout
the night and Monday.
Iron Mountain authorities requested
assistance from neighboring Kingsford at
8:15 p.m. and the Kingsford Public Safety
Department dispatched a crew of three with
a pumper.
The combined efforts of the two
departments prevented the blaze from
spreading to buildings at the opposite ends
of the block. Rahoi said the S.S. Kresge
Co. building and Kresge-Khoury building
at the north end of the block and
Downtown Plaza at the south end
sustained smoke and water damage.
Joey Jaff’s Avenue Bar, located in the
basement of the Kresge-Khoury building,
sustained only smoke-damage, authorities
noted.
Mr. and Mrs. Don Christy, owners of
[the] Western Auto store, and Isabel
Pasten, owner of Isabel’s Ready-to-Wear,
indicated they plan to rebuild their
businesses in the same location. The
former Ace Drug Store building owned by
Rene Savoie was unoccupied.
Savoie said Monday he was in the
process of selling the structure and was in
the building Sunday removing equipment
and other fixtures. “We left about an hour
before the fire and there was nothing wrong
at that time,” Savoie said.
Several people who drove past the
buildings at about 7 p.m. Sunday said they
noticed nothing unusual at that time.
Savoie said he moved his drug store to
the Downtown Plaza a year ago. “The
land has to be worth something,” Savoie
noted when asked about his plans for the
property.
After crews from the Michigan
Consolidated Gas Co. disconnected
natural gas lines Monday morning, a crane

Arson ruled out as
cause of blaze
By RON KRAMER
Staff Writer
IRON MOUNTAIN – Investigation is
continuing today into the cause of a fire
which destroyed three downtown Iron
Mountain store buildings Sunday night.
Authorities estimated damage in the
three-alarm blaze could run as high as $1
million. The fire was believed to be the
biggest in the city’s history.
Destroyed in the fire were the Western
Auto store, Isabel’s Ready-to-Wear store
and the former Ace Drug store in the 400
block of Stephenson Avenue (U.S. 2). Fire
Chief Richard Rahoi said the blaze started
in the Ace Drug building and spread rapidly
to the other two structures.
“We have narrowed it down to two or
three possibilities,” Rahoi said, “but I will be
working with the state fire marshal’s office
today before we make any statements as to
the cause.”
Detective Sgt. Dan Thomas of the
Michigan State Police fire marshal division
at Negaunee was here today to assist
Rahoi in the investigation of the fire.
Rahoi said arson has been ruled out as
a possible cause of the blaze.
Iron
Mountain
firefighters
were
summoned at 7:13 p.m. Sunday after a
woman alerted Iron Mountain police officers
as they were leaving the police department.
Patrolman Larry Trevillian relayed the
message to the fire department which
responded with a pumper, van and crew of
four men.
Rahoi summoned all available off-duty
personnel and a second pumper unit left
the fire station at about 7:20 p.m., fire
officials reported. All 14 Iron Mountain
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from the J.M. Malin Co. was used to push
in the walls of the three buildings since they
were considered safety hazards.
Stephenson Avenue, which had been
closed to traffic in the area, was reopened
at about 1 p.m. Monday. Iron Mountain
Public Works Department crews cleaned
up debris around the structures and placed
snow-fencing around the smoldering ruins.
Wisconsin Electric Power Co. crews
worked throughout the day to restore
electrical service to a two-block area of the
downtown south of the fire scene.
A
spokesman for the power company said
most of the service was restored about 3
p.m. The crews continued to work on
restoring service to some isolated areas
and completed that work at 6 p.m.
“We restored service to the entire area
with the exception of the elevator in the
Downtown Plaza building since that is a
three-phase service,” said Bob Belongie of
WEPCO.
“The owners of the building said that did
not pose any problem. We have a crew
working to restore service to the elevator
today.”
Iron Mountain Mayor John C.
O’Donnell commended the efforts of Rahoi
and the fire department in quelling the
blaze. He also cited the efforts of the city’s
police, public works and water departments
which were pressed into service during the
fire.
O’Donnell
also
expressed
his
appreciation to the Kingsford Public
Safety Department, Dickinson County
Sheriff’s Department, Norway Police
Department
and
Niagara
Police
Department for their assistance. He also
cited the efforts of Michigan Consolidated
Gas Co. and Wisconsin Electric Power
Co. crews.
The mayor noted the MichiganWisconsin Border Area Chapter of the

American Red Cross and local restaurant
owners furnished food and coffee for
firefighters and other personnel working at
the fire.
Kingsford City Manager Robert
Langkawel said he was “extremely
pleased” with the efforts of the Kingsford
Public Safety Department in fighting the
fire.
“Almost all members of the Kingsford
Public Safety Department appeared to offer
help,” Langkawel said. “I personally want to
commend them.”
“Our public safety department is always
ready
to
assist
our
neighboring
communities,” Kingsford Mayor Bruno
Maule stated. “There is no charge for this
service. We stand ready to help.”
Maule also pointed out that while the
public safety department was assisting Iron
Mountain
firefighters,
adequate
fire
protection also was maintained in Kingsford
as off-duty personnel were summoned.
The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 61st Year,
Number 277 [Saturday, March 6, 1982],
page ___, columns 1-4

Downtown fire victims
making plans to rebuild
businesses
By RON KRAMER
Staff Writer
IRON MOUNTAIN – The owners of two
downtown Iron Mountain stores destroyed
by fire Sunday are making plans to rebuild
their businesses in the same location.
Isabel Pasten of Isabel’s Ready-toWear and Don and Donna Christy of
Western Auto said they plan to build new
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stores as soon as the debris is cleared from
the fire and building plans are completed.
Christy also said he was making
arrangements
to
rent
the
former
Montgomery Ward garage in the 200
block of East A Street until his new store is
completed. “We decided we owe it to our
customers who have warranties that we
would operate out of this building selling
and repairing bicycles and lawn mowers,”
Christy explained.
Isabel Pasten and her husband, the
late Mose Pasten, opened a women’s
apparel store at 421 Stephenson Ave.
some 30 years ago.
“I intend to rebuild in the same location,”
Mrs. Pasten said.
“I decided to rebuild because I’m
interested in my customers and employees.
I’ve made a lot of nice acquaintances and a
lot of nice customers during the time I’ve
been in business,” Mrs. Pasten continued.
“I like what I do and I’m interested in my
customers. I’m also interested in staying in
business.”
Mrs. Pasten said she hoped to be in
business in a new store by this fall.
She has eight employees. Beverly
Chartier, Mrs. Pasten’s niece, is assistant
manager.
Janet Michaud has been
employed at Isabel’s for 15 years and Betty
Fleischfresser started working at the store
12 years ago.
Don and Donna Christy have been
downtown merchants since 1971 when they
acquired the Western Auto Store when it
was located in the building at 215 E. Hhitt
[sic – Hughitt] St. Christy worked for J.C.
Penny Co. for 9 ½ years before going into
business on his own.
Christy and his wife expanded that store
and then moved to the former J.C. Penny
Co. store at 415 Stephenson Ave. in 1979.
The couple also acquired the former
Montgomery Ward building at 425

Stephenson Ave. and turned it into a minimall known as the Downtown Plaza. The
building now houses a group of shops, a
restaurant and office.
Mike Nicometo
recently acquired the property and plans to
convert the second floor into additional
office space.
Western Auto is an automotive and
variety store which employed five persons
in addition to Christy and his wife.
“We plan to build a modern store at the
same location,” Christy said. “I hope to be
in business again by late summer.
“The thing that really convinced us to
rebuild was the tremendous support we
received following the fire. We must have
received 350 to 400 phone calls from
customers and friends asking us to rebuild.”
Christy said he would work with Mrs.
Pasten in his rebuilding plans. The owners
of the stores in the block had been planning
to link their stores together through interior
doorways and those plans are still very
much alive.
“I will be talking to Isabel (Mrs. Pasten)
but we plan to link our new building to the
Downtown Plaza,” Christy said. There also
is a possibility that the S.S. Kresge store at
the north end of the block may be linked to
the other stores. This would essentially
convert the block into an enclosed mall,
Christy said.
Rene Savoie, the owner of the third
building destroyed in the three-alarm blaze,
has not indicated what he will be doing with
the former Ace Drug Store property. The
building was located next to the Western
Auto Store and Christy was negotiating to
purchase the property prior to the fire.
Savoie moved his drug store into the
Downtown Plaza a year ago. His building
was unoccupied at the time of the fire.
Savoie’s building also contained a lunch
counter and beauty salon.
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Damage in the fire has been estimated
at $1 million.
Investigators still have not determined
the cause of the blaze which is believed to
have started in the Ace Drug building. The
first alarm was turned in to the Iron
Mountain Fire Department at 7:13 p.m. A
second alarm was sounded at 7:15 p.m.
when the first crew of firefighters arrived on
the scene and found the Ace Drug building
“totally involved,” according to Lt. Donald
Legault of the fire department.
The blaze quickly spread to the Western
Auto and Isabel’s buildings and Kingsford
Public Safety Department firefighters
responded to the third alarm at 8:15 p.m.
Iron Mountain Fire Chief Dick Rahoi
said the fire was under control at about 9:30
p.m.
Firefighters prevented the raging
blaze from spreading to the Downtown
Plaza, the Kresge-Khoury and S.S.
Kresge buildings, which are located at the
opposite ends of the 400 block of
Stephenson Avenue (U.S. 2). The stores
destroyed in the fire were in the middle of
the block.
Rahoi said he is being assisted in his
investigation of the fire by Detective Sgt.
Dan Thomas of the Michigan State Police
fire marshal division at Negaunee.
Insurance investigators also have been at
the fire scene this week, Rahoi noted.

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows
(IOOF) is a non-political and non-sectarian
international fraternal order founded in 1819
by Thomas Wildey in Baltimore, Maryland,
United States. Evolving from the Order of
Odd Fellows founded in England during the
1700s, the IOOF was originally chartered
by the Independent Order of Oddfellows
Manchester Unity in England but has
operated as an independent organization
since 1842, although it maintains an interfraternal relationship with the English Order.
The order is also known as the Triple Link
Fraternity, referring to the order's "Triple
Links" symbol, alluding to its motto
"Friendship, Love and Truth".
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1806-1818, because of its charter
relationship, the American Odd Fellows is
regarded
as
being
founded
with
Washington Lodge No 1 in Baltimore at the
Seven Stars Tavern on April 26, 1819, by
Thomas Wildey along with some associates
who assembled in response to an
advertisement in the New Republic.
The following year, the lodge affiliated
with the Independent Order of Oddfellows
Manchester Unity and was granted the
authority
to
institute
new
lodges.
Previously, Wildey had joined the Grand
United Order of Oddfellows (1798-) in 1804
but followed through with the split of
Independent
Order
of
Oddfellows
Manchester
Unity
(1810-)
before
immigrating to the United States in 1817.
In 1842, after an elementary dispute on
authority, the American Lodges formed a
governing system separate from the
English Order, and in 1843 assumed the
name Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
The Independent Order of Odd Fellows
became the first fraternity in the United
States to include both men and women
when it adopted the “Beautiful Rebekah
Degree” on September 20, 1851, by
initiative of Schuyler Colfax, later VicePresident of the United States.
Beyond fraternal and recreational
activities, the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows promotes the ethic of reciprocity
and charity, by implied inspiration of JudeoChristian ethics.
The largest Sovereign Grand Lodge of
all fraternal orders of Odd Fellows since the
19th century, it enrolls some 600,000
members divided in approximately 10,000
lodges in 26 countries, inter-fraternally
recognized by the second largest, the
British-seated Independent Order of
Oddfellows Manchester Unity
The American Civil War (1861–1865)
shattered
the
IOOF
in
America;

This Bennett family tombstone in the
Quinnesec Cemetery in memory of
Jeremiah, husband of H.A. Bennett, Born
March 13, 1863, Died Jan. 22, 1891, bears
the Triple Links symbol of the Odd Fellows
with the letters F. (Friendship), L. (Love)
and T. (Truth) in the links. [William John
Cummings]
While several unofficial Odd Fellows
lodges had existed in New York City circa
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membership decreased and many lodges
were unable to continue their work,
especially in the southern States. After the
Civil War, with the beginning of
industrialization, the deteriorating social
circumstances brought large numbers of
people to the IOOF and the lodges rallied.
Over the next half-century, also known
as the “Golden Age of Fraternalism” in
America, the Odd Fellows became the
largest among all fraternal organizations,
(at
the
time,
even
larger
than
Freemasonry). By 1889, the IOOF had
lodges in every American state.
In 1896, the World Almanac showed the
Odd Fellows as the largest among all
fraternal organizations.
By the late nineteenth century, the
Order had spread to most of the rest of the
world, establishing lodges in the Americas,
Australasia, and Europe. According to the
Journal of the Annual Communication of the
Sovereign Grand Lodge 1922, page 426,
there were a reported 2,676,582 members.
While this data from 1921 may not be the
exact zenith of its membership, the
organization experienced a loss in
membership of 23.5% between 1920-1930
and has continually declined.
The Great Depression and the
introduction of Franklin D. Roosevelt's New
Deal brought a decline in membership.
During the depression, people could not
afford Odd Fellows membership fees, and
when the New Deal’s social reforms started
to take effect, the need for the social work
of the Odd Fellows declined.
In 1971 the IOOF changed its
constitution, removing its whites only
clause. In 1979 the Order had 243,000
members.
Some branches of the order (i.e., some
countries) have allowed women to join the
Odd Fellows itself, leading to the Rebekahs’
decline in importance. Also, the appendant

branches and their degrees are, in some
countries, becoming regarded as less
important or too time-consuming, and are
gradually being abandoned.
DAUGHTERS OF REBECCA
Iron Mountain
Bunn & Simmons’ Iron Mountain City
Directory.
1892-94. Comprising an
Alphabetical List of Names, Business
Department,
Churches,
Schools,
Societies, Duplicate Directory by Streets
and Numbers, Giving the Resident,
Editorial Review, Etc. Sold Only on
Subscription. Price $5.00 Menominee,
Mich., Soults & O’Donnell, Printers.
August, 1892.
DAUGHTERS OF REBECCA
Anchor Lodge No. 84 – Meets every
alternate Thursday evening in Odd Fellow’s
[sic] Hall. Mrs. John Rule, N.G.; Mrs.
James
Burgess,
V.G.;
Thomas
Polkinghorn, secretary; Mrs. Joseph
Keast, treasurer.
INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD
FELLOWS [I.O.O.F]
CRESCENT LODGE, NO. 370 – No. 374
Iron Mountain
Bunn & Simmons’ Iron Mountain City
Directory.
1892-94. Comprising an
Alphabetical List of Names, Business
Department,
Churches,
Schools,
Societies, Duplicate Directory by Streets
and Numbers, Giving the Resident,
Editorial Review, Etc. Sold Only on
Subscription. Price $5.00 Menominee,
Mich., Soults & O’Donnell, Printers.
August, 1892.
INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD
FELLOWS
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Crescent Lodge No. 370 – Meets every
Tuesday evening at 7:30 o’clock, in their
hall, 421 Stephenson Avenue. William
Trestrail, N.G.; William Brockinshire,
V.G.; William Skillin, secretary; Richard
James, treasurer; William P. Bray, per
secretary.

_____
The following nominations for officers
were made at a recent meeting of Crescent
Lodge, No. 374, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows: Noble grand, Adolph Berkstrom,
vice grand, Samuel Morcom; financial
secretary, William Martin; recording
secretary, William Trestrail; treasurer,
Richard James. The election will be held
next Tuesday.

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 9,
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