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IRON COUNTY, MICHIGAN  

     Iron County was established in September, 1885, having been severed from Marquette Countyôs Ely 
Township, established in 1871, and a small portion along the Brule River was taken from Menominee County.  
The southwest portion of Marquette County was originally Ely Township, but when Baraga County was formed 
in 1875, the land now forming Iron County was placed in the new Township of Republic.  In 1882 Crystal Falls 
Township and Iron River Township were formed after petitions were made to the Marquette County Board of 
Supervisors for representation.  Pat E. Dunn, of Crystal Falls, and Daniel J. Lay, of Iron River Township, took 
their respective seats on the Marquette County Board of Supervisors on May 29, 1882.  Economic development 
was primarily based on the mining and logging industries and was enriched by the diverse ethnic mixture of its 
people. 

     When Iron County was formed five townships were created:  Iron River, Crystal Falls, Felch, Bates and 
Mastodon. 

     Crystal Falls serves as the county seat.  In 1890, the population of Iron County was 4,432.  The county has a 
total area of 1,211.02 square miles of which 1,166.36 square miles is land and 44,67 square miles is water. 

TOWNSHIPS  
Å Atkinson Township, established in October, 1892, from Iron River Township; lands returned to Iron River 

Township when Atkinson Township was dissolved in 1906 

Å Bates Township, one of original five townships in 1885 

Å Crystal Falls Township, May 29, 1882 ;  one of the original five townships in 1885 

Å Felch Township, one of the original five townships in 1885; became part of Dickinson County in 1891 

Å Hematite Township, established in 1891 when Felch Township went to Dickinson County ï Amasa  

Å Hemlock Township, established in 1892; name changed to Atkinson Township 

Å Iron River Township, established May 29, 1882 ; one of the original five townships in 1885 

Å Mansfield Township, established in 1891 when Dickinson County was formed ï Michigamme River 

Å Mastodon Township, one of original five townships in 1885 ï Alpha 

Å Stambaugh Township, established June 14, 1886, set apart from Iron River Township ï Stambaugh (merged 
with Iron River July 1, 2000, Caspian, Gaastra, Elmwood/Elmwood  Siding 

 



MAPS OF WEST AND EAST IRON COUNTY 



IRON RIVER TOWNSHIP  

Å ATKINSON , Iron County:  In about 1887, the 

Metropolitan Lumber Company, under the 

direction of J.K. Stack and Henry M. Atkinson, 

secured extensive pine holdings along the north 

and south branches of the Paint River.  They 

built a large sawmill and general store and began 

the village, named for Mr. Atkinson, who 

supervised the firmôs operations here.  Thomas 

G. Atkinson, secretary of the company, became 

the first postmaster on March 12, 1892.  The post 

office was closed on October 14, 1905, and the 

village has now reverted into farmland.  When 

the new township was organized in 1892, it was 

named for the same Mr. Atkinson. 

Å BASSWOOD, Iron County:  Basswood was a 

station on a branch of the Chicago & 

Northwestern Railroad, 12 miles southeast of 

Watersmeet, in 1894.  A  number of these 

railroad stops were named after forest trees. 

Å BEECHWOOD 

Å CITY OF IRON RIVER 

Iron River Township was established May 

29, 1882, when the land was still a part of 

Marquette County.   Originally, the  

township included T 42-44 R 34-37.  On 

April  3, 1885, Bates Township was 

organized 



IRON RIVER TOWNSHIP  

Å GIBBS CITY , Iron County:  Gibbs City was a 

sawmill settlement on the Paint River; named for 

R.F. Gibbs, a hardwood lumberman, who 

operated here from 1913 to 1921.  Ame E. Raidle 

became its first postmaster on May 24, 1917, the 

office operating until October 31, 1952.  Gibbs 

City is now a ghost town. 

Å HAZEL , Iron County:  Hazel was a spur take-

off from the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad 

to the lumber communities in the area in the 

1880ôs.  Like several others of these stops, it was 

named after forest trees.  Its post office was 

Beechwood. 

Å MINERAL  HILLS , Iron County:  Named from 

the very productive iron bearing hills in the area, 

Mineral Hills was incorporated as a village in 

1918. 

Å NANAIMO , Iron County:  See Iron River. 

 

Iron River Township was established 

May 29, 1882, when the land was still 

a part of Marquette County.  



BEECHWOOD, IRON RIVER TOWNSHIP  

BEECHWOOD , Iron County:  In 1888, the village began by 

being given a station on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad 

and on November 17, 1889, a post office, with Richard M. 

Dwyer as its first postmaster, succeeded by hotelman J.J. Larsen 

in 1890.  Beech trees are said to have been numerous in the area 

at the time. 

 



This unused, tinted halftone postcard, dating between 1910 and 1915, is identified as the ñPost 

Office and Residence of J.J. Larsen, Beechwood, Mich.ò  The founders of Beechwood, the very 

first settlers, were J. Jens Larsen, a Dane, and his wife, Lebbe Larsen, a highly respected Indian 

squaw.   



The upstairs of their tin-covered house was rented out as a rooming house.  Jens Larsen was one 

of the first postmasters and ran the post office from his home, where settlers would congregate 

around his pot-bellied stove after their dayôs work.  Children were allowed to play and scream to 

their heartsô  content in the basement which could be reached through a trap door in the floor.  

Jens became postmaster in April, 1891, and continued as postmaster until 1906.  [WJC Photo] 



Postmarked November 15, 1915, this tinted halftone postcard is identified as the ñGeneral Store 

of Sandgren & Anderson, Beechwood, Mich.ò  Albert J. Sandgren, of Gladstone, put up a one-

room store, then known as the General Mercantile Store, which was only a lean to, located 

where the Beechwood Mercantile Store pictured above stands. Sandgren and his brother-in-law, 

A.J.T. Anderson, went into partnership, but Sandgren sold out to Anderson when he retired. 

[WJC Photo] 



After Andersonôs death, his wife Mayme managed the store until she sold it to her brother, Louis 

Henricksen, who took over in 1944 and died in 1950.  His wife, Mildred (Johnson) Henricksen, 

then took over until she retired in 1975.  Their daughter Dorothy Javoroski operated the store 

until it was closed in August, 1979.  Sangren & Anderson took over as  the post office in this 

store in 1906, and A.J.T. Anderson took over as post from about 1918 until November, 1944.  

Store owners served as the postmaster from then on. [WJC Photo]   



IRON RIVER  

IRON RIVER TOWNSHIP  

IRON RIVER , Iron County:  From its beginning the location of the 
profitable Nanaimo Mine, then in Marquette County, and its post 
office, opened on April  21, 1882, with John McDonald as its first 
postmaster. The settlement was first called Nanaimo.  Influenced by 
the rapid flow of miners and homesteaders to the area, the bachelor 
brothers, Donald C. and Alexander MacKinnon , acquired land here 
about 1878, and had J.A. Van Cleve plat the village as Iron River, 
which was registered September 20, 1881.  James Innis built an inn in 
1881, the first permanent structure. Iron River was given a station on 
the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, and its post office was renamed 
Iron River on September 8, 1882 with Albert  E. Steller as postmaster.  
The post office was transferred to Iron County on June 16, 1884.  Iron 
River was incorporated as a village in 1885 and as a city in 1926. 
named from its location in an iron ore region. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

EXPANSION OF MENOMINEE RANGE RAILROAD ï 16  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 2 

[Saturday, January 7, 1882], page 3, column 2 

  

     L. Carmichael, the contractor of the Iron River branch railroad[,]  is rushing the work from the 

junction.  He wants to employ at least 800 men so as to complete the contract as early as possible.  

J.K. Crooks[,]  the superintendent of construction, has a big force cutting out the right of way and 

the graders are following.  The route of the original railway has been changed somewhat to avoid 

several heavy cuts which existed on the route as surveyed. 

  

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 7 

[Saturday, February 11, 1882], page 3, column 3 

 

     THE depot at the terminus of the Iron River railroad extension, is to be located on section 36, 

43-35 ï this side of the river.  The village of Iron River is laid out on the other side of the stream 

on section 26, whibh [sic ï which] will  make it about a mile from the depot.  We understand that a 

new town will  be laid out on this side, which will  undoubtedly take the lead and be the coming 

city. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

EXPANSION OF MENOMINEE RANGE RAILROAD ï 17  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 8 

[Saturday, February 18, 1882], page 3, column 2 

  

     THE work on the Iron River railroad is being pushed forward as fast as possible.  J.K. Crooks, 

superintendent of the work[,]  informs us that he has a large force of men already at work and that 

the force will  be increased and doubled as soon as the frost is out of the ground.  He expects to 

have the whole work ready for the track layers by the first of August. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, Number 16 

[Saturday, April  16, 1881], page 3, column 3 

  

     MR. H. COOPER is going up to Iron River to build a good-sized two story hotel at Pewaubic 

[sic ï Pewabic] City, the coming metropolis on the western edge of the great Menominee iron 

belt.  It will  be close by one of the largest deposits of iron ore in the entire range. 

  

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, Number 28 

[Saturday, July 9, 1881], page 3, column 3 

  

     JOHN B. WEIMER, who has been running a stage line from here to Iron River, has had a three 

seated buck-board made on which to carry his passengers.  It is just the vehicle for the business 

and combines lightness with strength.  It is something that has been very much needed, and will  

be a great convenience to our Iron River neighbors, both as regards a means of conveyance and 

also for better facilities for carrying the mail. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, Number 52 

[Saturday, December 24, 1881], page 3, column 3 

  

     ï James Innes, of the new village of Iron River, called on us Thursday evening, and informs us 

that he is building a hotel at the enterprising place.  He intends to keep a first-class house and THE 

MINING NEWS wishes his success.  

  

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 7 

[Saturday, February 11, 1882], page 3, column 3 

  

     THE depot at the terminus of the Iron River railroad extension, is to be located on section 36, 

43-35 ï this side of the river.  The village of Iron River is laid out on the other side of the stream 

on section 26, whibh [sic ï which] will  make it about a mile from the depot.  We understand that a 

new town will  be laid out on this side, which will  undoubtedly take the lead and be the coming 

city. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 21 

[Saturday, May 20, 1882], page 2, column 3 

  

Iron River Items. 

(From our Special Correspondent.) 

     Our new town of Iron River, is in a prosperous and growing condition.  All  who come here are 

much pleased with its location and prospects and they feel well repaid, after reaching here, for 

their tiresome journey, over the worst of roads.  The new saw-mill  owned by the McKinnon, 

Bros., blew its whistle on the 9th for the first time, but it will  not be able to turn out lumber for a 

few days yet, as the pumps do not work satisfactorily.  Many of our business men are waiting to 

procure lumber from the mill  in order to erect buildings; many of which are in contemplation and 

will  be rushed up as fast as possible.  Parties are coming in and buying lots every day with the 

intention of building thereon.  The bad condition of the roads deter [sic ï deters] many from 

visiting us who would come, were there any comfortable means of doing so.  One thousand 

dollars, is to be expended immediately upon the road wich [sic ï which] will  make it passable.  

The Supervisor of the town of Humboldt was here yesterday looking up the taxable property.  A 

meeting is to be held the 25th of this month, when a new town will  be organized and town officers 

chose [sic ï chosen].                                                                                                    IRON RIVER. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 1  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 22 

[Saturday, May 27, 1882], page 2, column 3 

  

Iron River Items.  

(From our Special Correspondent.) 

  

     Our embryonic city is just now in a very smoky condition, owing to extensive fires in the 

woods, which have been carelessly allowed to get into uncontrolable [sic ï uncontrollable] 

headway.  A hundred cords of wood belonging to the McKinnon Bros. have been destroyed and 

William Wait lost his house without being able to save even the contents.  As the ground has now 

been burned, over the town site, there will  in future be more safety from fires from that source.  

Andrew Boyington has suspended work upon his large hotel, until the saw-mill  can supply him 

with lumber, which it is expected to do in a very short time.  Building will  then be general and 

rapid throughout the town.  Dr. Bond, Sr., of Quinnesec, was in the village last week and his son 

Frank L. has opened an office and will  attend to the practice of medicine in this vicinity.  J.S. 

McDonald, of Fond du Lac[,]  paid us a flying visit, looking after his interest in the Nanaimo 

mine. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 2  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 22 

[Saturday, May 27, 1882], page 2, column 3 [continued] 

  

     The first death which we have had in our midst occurred on the 12th.  The deceased was a 

Swede miner of the name of Nelson, and while going to work at the mine fell dead in the street.  It 

is supposed that he died from heart disease.  A procession of sixty men followed his remains to 

their resting place in the quiet woods west of town.  The Rev. Mr. McGarvey, a preacher of the 

gospel from New Jersey, has come among us.  He held his first religious service at the companyôs 

office, last Sunday.  Work commenced upon the wagon road, between here and the Junction last 

week, and we hope soon to have a good road over which we can travel with some kind of comfort.  

Work is progressing upon the Iron River branch of the C. & N.W. Rôy, and indications are that the 

locomotive will  enter Iron River at an early day.  The chief engineer of the Ontonagon and Brule 

River R.R. was in town last week, having come from Rockland, the present terminus of the 

Northwest division of the road.  The final line is located and the road will  be built as rapidly as 

possible.  It will  run along the western border of the village and the C. & N.W. will  come in on the 

east, running parallel [sic ï parallel]  with the river, and they will  meet at the Nanaimo mine north 

of town. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 3  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 22 

[Saturday, May 27, 1882], page 2, column 3 [continued] 

  

     Altogether the prospects of our settlement soon becomming [sic ï becoming] a business center 

are bright and flattering.  With a surrounding country well adapted to agriculture, sustaining a 

heavy growth of hardwood, which will  furnish a lasting supply of fuel to furnaces that may be 

established here; with an almost inexhaustible supply of iron in the vicinity to keep them working; 

and a beautiful, healty [sic ï healthy] locality, to say nothing of our charming lake scenery in the 

neighboring woods, we feel that ourôs [sic ï ours] will  be a rapid and prosperous growth.  Thus 

far the place has been settled by a good class of people, generally, and every inducement is offered 

to such to come and live among us.                                                                              IRON RIVER. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 1  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 23 

[Saturday, June 3, 1882], page 2, column 2 

  

Iron River Items. 

(From our Special Correspondent.) 

 

     All  is now activity here.  The saw-mill  is turning out lumber, which is being utilized in putting 

up a great variety of buildings.  To-day, the 29th was town meeting day with us, and I will  be able 

next week to announce the names of our town officers.  A sum of money, ammounting [sic ï 

amounting] to about $150 was subscribed by our townôs people [sic ï townspeople] as a 

sympathetic offering to our fellow citizen Wm. Wait, who lost his buildings by fire last week.  

Iron River is being whipped by a multitude of fisherman [sic ï fishermen] and every inducement 

is offered to lure the ñspeckled beautiesò from their native element, with fair success on the part of 

some.  A party of the boys from the village were [sic ï was] out to Stanley lake yesterday where 

they had rare sport chasing a deer which attempted to swim across the lake, they being in a canoe, 

after a lively race the game was captured.  Deer are plenty [sic ï plentiful] in the neighboring 

woods, as they are coming in from the south.   



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 2  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 23 

[Saturday, June 3, 1882], page 2, column 2 [continued] 

  

The Iron River Co. are [sic ï is]  establishing a town site on the east side of the river about half a 

mile from us and lots are for sale.  There may be a rivalry between the two places, but we trust it 

will  be a friendly one.  Religious services are held every Sabbath.  Preaching in the morning and 

Sabbath School in the afternoon.                                                                                  IRON RIVER. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 1  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 25 

[Saturday, June 17, 1882], page 8, column 2 

 

Iron River Items.  

(From our Special Correspondent.) 

 

     John Morrison is building a furniture store. 

     A.E. Kinley has nearly completed his large grocery store. 

     Miners buildings are going up very rapidly, in every part of town. 

     George Innes is erecting a large hotel and J. Innes a store and opera hall. 

     Lumber is in great demand and is snatched from the saw before it has time to cool. 

     We have so much iron here, and it is so common to us, that we scarcely think of remarking 

upon it. 

     Buildings are going up with great rapidity all over the town and many more will be erected as 

fast as lumber can be procured. 

     Andy Boyingtons [sic ï Boyingtonôs] hotel is rapidly approaching completion.  It is a very 

large structure and will be an ornament to the town. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 2  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 25 

[Saturday, June 17, 1882], page 8, column 2 [conotinued] 

 

     Distructive [sic ï Destructive] fires are again in the surrounding woods, and have burnt the 

camp at Stambough  [sic ï Stambaugh], the new town across the river. 

     The village presents a very active appearance, the carpenters [sic ï carpenterôs] hammer is the 

magic wand which is causing our towns to spring up in a night, almost. 

     Dr. Rosenbury is building an office near Andrew Boyingtonôs hotel.  He comes from 

Menominee and is rapidly working himself to a good practice as he is well liked. 

     William Scott, from Florence, is also building a large billiard and drinking hall, near the hotel.  

He was one of the victims of the large fire, at that place, on the first of May last. 

     The McKinnon Bros., [sic]  have struck another ledge of ore of the best quality, which has the 

evidence of being an extensive deposit.  It is located on the s. ½ of the s.e. ¼ of sec. 26, 43-35. 

     Alex. Quirt has given up the saloon business.  Good for Alec! We all say and will  help him in 

any other business he may desire to start.  Saloons must needs be, but they are no credit to a place. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 3  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 25 

[Saturday, June 17, 1882], page 8, column 2 [continued] 

 

     Our townspeople are a law abiding community, as we have had no disturbance of any kind yet, 

and our Sabbaths would compare well with the day in New England, in regard to its observance.  

The religious meetings are well attended. 

     The township organization of Iron River, is now in perfect working order.  The following are 

the officers elected:  Supervisor, D.I. Lay; Clerk, A. Forsythe; Treasurer, Alex. Quirt; Highway 

Commissioner, Manvil Wait; Drain Commissioner, J. McFarland; School Inspectors; [sic - ,]  W.H. 

Selden and J. Scipschen; Justices of the peace, J. Innes, John Scipschen, John Morrison and John 

Weimer; Constables, T. Webb, A. Cummings, E. Gilman and Chas. Colwell. 

     It seems that our correspondent at Crystal Falls ignors [sic ï ignores] Iron River altogether, as 

he writes that Crystal Falls is the town of this part of the U.P.; as though it disclaimed to 

acknowledge a rival.  Our neighbors at Crystal Falls certainly have the start of us, by almost a 

year in point of time, but the prospects are good that Iron River will  be fleet in the race and will  

overtake its boasting neighbor.  We will  not say surpass, for that might seem like presumption to 

our C.F. correspondent.                                                                                                 IRON RIVER. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 1  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 26 

[Saturday, June 24, 1882], page 8, columns 1-2 

  

Iron River Items. 

(From our Special Correspondent.) 

  

     Nothing sensational has occurred as yet of which to write.  I can tell you of the steady, rapid 

growth of our village, and the steady influx of settlers, only.  Andy Boyington opened his bar to-

day, and the boys who like their beer, were well treated.  Andyôs saloon and fixtures would do 

credit to Chicago, Milwaukee or even Florence as they are very fine.  J.F. Towell is building a 

large saloon, and hopes to open by the 4th of July.  Many trout are being caught out of the river by 

our sporting men.  The McKinnon Bros. are building a new mill  near their board mill,  which will  

be devoted to planing and finishing of lumber and sawing of shingles.  They intend to supply our 

people with all they need in the line of building material, at reasonable figures.  A large, new 

engine is expected soon to drive the circular saw.  As they have not power enough in the present 

one to do rapid work, the logs are very large.  We learn that Mr. Noyes of Florence, lost a horse 

this morning, on the road to Florence, soon after leaving here, its leg was broken in some manner.  



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 2  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 26 

[Saturday, June 24, 1882], page 8, columns 1-2 [continued] 

  

Capt. Luxmore commenced taking ore out of the Namaimo, to-day, and he is confident of 

shipping, before navigation closes.  A great many potatoes have been planted by farmers in our 

neighborhood this spring, and many are up.  We welcome with pleasure the enlarged sheet of THE 

MINING NEWS and would congratulate Florence upon having a local paper of so high a 

character.  We of Iron River look forward to the time when we shall have a paper of our own and 

we hope it will  be as good, and as well conducted as THE MINING NEWS.  A good local 

newspaper will  aid a new town in its growth, more than anything else possibly can and I think 

Florence should credit the efficient manager of its newspaper with a large share of the townôs 

prosperity.  I think the case has scarcely a parallel where a town no older than Florence has 

supported a paper that could equal THE MINING NEWS as it appears this week.  All  success to 

the hard working editor, and we will  try to help him in a feeble way to make the columns of THE 

MINING NEWS interesting.                                                                                        IRON RIVER. 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

IRON RIVER IS A GROWING TOWN ï 1  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 29 

[Saturday, July 15, 1882], page 8, column 2 

  

Iron River Items. 

(From our Special Correspondent.) 

  

     ñWestward the Star of empire takes its way,ò [sic - .ò]  Yes sir, and northward too, judging 

from the rapidity with which Iron River is being settled.  In spite of the inconvenience attendant 

upon journeying here, and living without the advantage of a railroad, people are coming in every 

day, with the intention of settling among us.  Building would progress more rapidly, if  lumber 

could be procured faster.  As it is our town site is pretty well dotted with buildings.  Wm. Scottôs 

hotel is nearly completed and also the store of Mr. Steller, the jeweler.  A large mill  building is 

going up for the accomodation [sic ï accommodation] of the shingle and finishing machinery.  

W.J. Tully[,]  of Commonwealth[,]  was in town last week making arrangement to put up a 

building.  Work will  commence upon it this week.  John R. McDonald[,]  of Quinnesec[,]  is 

building a store 40x90.  Dwelling houses too numerous to mention are going up all over town.  

J.F. Towell opened a saloon last week, since which time there has been a division of custom 

between him and Andy Boyington. 
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E.A. Kinley opened up a grocery store on Wednesday last.  He as [sic ï has] an excellent 

assortment of goods in his line.  Law business is tolerably active and some of our justices have 

turned lawyers.  Cases are quite well handled and considerable talent is shown, if  not much law.  

The mines are looking finely.  A large stock pile is looming up at the Nanaimo.  The Iron River 

Mining company has also a big output, of excellent quality.  In fact all our ores run high in 

metallic iron.  The McKinnon Bros., [sic]  have, in a measure, suspended operations at their new 

exploration, owing to water.  As soon as a pump can be procured work will  be resumed.  The 

indications are very encouraging.  Our waters are well supplied with fish, which is evidenced by 

the many good strings of bass, pickeral [sic ï pickerel] and trout which make their appearance 

almost daily.  I might speak of the nice fat buck, which now and then finds its way into our hotels, 

were it not contrary to law to mention such matters.  But necessity defies all law, or gospel either 

and our needs demand something as a substitute for beef at 22 cents a pound.  The road between 

here and the junction is so bad that horses break their legs while travelling over it and in some 

cases disappear altogether.  Repairs have commenced upon it again this week.         IRON RIVER. 
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     About seven miles this side of Iron River, on the railroad right of way, existed a log building in 

which various kinds of liquid groceries were sold, to anyone who had the money to buy.  It was 

owned by a man of the name of Joe Griff .  Silas Anderson was his bartender.  On Sunday evening 

Griff  observed some men working a hole under one corner of the structure and shortly afterwards 

light a fuse.  He called Anderson and both went near the scene of operations.  They were warned 

off with pistols and retired back some 20 or 30 feet.  An explosion occurred.  Griff  was thrown 

down by the shock.  Upon recovering he looked for Anderson and found him laying down on his 

knees and face.  Anderson gave a few groans and expired.  Griff  then started in the direction of 

Lake Chicagon.  In about ¾ of an hour he heard another explosion.  This, as was subsequently 

ascertained, was caused by another explosive placed in a hollow cedar log, on the opposite side of 

the structure.  Two men were sleeping close by.  One of them was struck near the shoulder with 

some kind of missile and injured so severely, that his recovery is considered doubtful.  A coroners 

[sic ï coronerôs] inquest was held before Esquire Schipschen of Iron River township, on the dead 

man, and a verdict rendered in accordance with the facts as above stated.   



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

DYNAMITING A RURAL SALOON RESULTS IN DEATH ï 2  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II,  Number 30 

[Saturday, July 22, 1882], page 1, column 6 [continued] 

  

So far the parties who committed the outrage are unknown, but it is thought thought [sic]  that they 

will  be caught, as sufficient is known of the case to identify them.  Although the business that 

Griff  was engaged in was obnoxious, yet the affair looses [sic ï loses] nothing of its criminal 

magnitude.  Law exists in the State of Michigan and as we understand the situation in this case, 

sufficient power rested in the hands of the local authorities to have suppressed the nuisance ï if  it 

was such ï without resorting to mob voilence [sic ï violence], then again we are informed that it 

was on the railroad right-of-way.  If  this was the situation, certainly the agents of the company 

could have ordered it off, and the party would have been bound to submit ï nolens volens.  As it 

is, it becomes nothing more or less than a cowardly brutal murder and the parties in the atrocious 

affair should be made to suffer the penalty of the law. 
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     C.B. AND E.W. INGALLS, of Waucedah, have prepared to send milk to towns on the Range, 

including Florence, Iron River and Crystal Falls. 

 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume III,  Number 21 

[Saturday, May 19, 1883], page 4, column 3 

 

Milk ! Milk ! Milk !  

  

     On and after the 20th of May we will  be prepared to furnish milk on the Range in wholesale 

quantities at greatly reduced prices.  We can send milk fresh every morning to any town on the 

range.  Milk  delivered fresh in Florence two hours after milking, at prices greatly below the 

present scale.  Milk  promptly sent to Iron River and Crystal Falls. 

                                                                    C.B. AND F.W. INGALLS, 

                                                      Waucedah, Mich. 
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     THE trains commenced running through to Crystal Falls and Iron River, on Monday last, 

which is a great accommodation to the citizens of those places. 

 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume III,  Number 23 

[Saturday, June 2, 1883], page 8, column 1 

  

Iron River Ripples. 

_____ 

[SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.] 

  

     The NEWS is on sale at Dr. Bondôs drug store. 

     Trout fishing is a great pastime and is being indulged in by all. 

     There is some talk of organizing a lodge of Odd Fellows at Iron River. 
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     The McKinnon boys are about to commence an exploration at the west end of the town site. 

     The prospects of our place look somewhat brighter, and we can see a slight change for the 

better. 

     On Wednesday of last week a pleasant ball, which was greatly enjoyed by all, was given at 

Innes Hall. 

     Our hotels can see the difference brought by the change in running trains, which allows visitors 

to stay here at night, when before they stayed at Florence. 

     Dr. F.L. Bond visited Chicago and Peoria, Ill ., and returned the latter part of the week.  His 

sister and mother are to spend a portion of the heated term at Iron River. 

     Much complaint is made because sawdust is being dumped into the Iron River.  It drives out 

the trout, by getting into their delicate gills and strangling them. 

     Mr. and Mrs. L. Lake are soon to leave Iron River, at least temporarily.  Mr. Lake will  go to 

Harvard, Ill ., and join his wife at Minneapolis, about the first of July. 
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     The new plant of machinery received by the Nanaimo from the Florence Iron Works is doing 

good work and giving excellent satisfaction.  The Florence institution will  get all the work that is 

to be had from this section. 

     Steller Bros. are fitting up their store in the bank building in a fine manner.  A new counter has 

been put in the bank, and when all is completed it will  be a model business room.  We have just 

the cutest little post-office for miles around. 

     Work on the new depot at the foot of Adams Street is being pushed, and it will  be completed in 

short order.  The structure is to be 100 feet in length and quite commodious.  Sanguine property 

owners on Adams street vehemently aver that this street is to be the future business thoroughfare 

of the town. 

     George Innes is rapidly fitting up his new hotel on Adams Street and will  have everything 

complete in the course of two weeks.  The hotel will  be conducted on first-class principles, is near 

the new depot and also convenient to the business quarters.  It is bound to do well. 
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     The Wisconsin and Michigan officials visited this place on Wednesday, and all are agog over 

the idea of soon having another railroad.  The survey of the Ontonagon & Brule River road was 

completed from Ontonagon to the Brule River, on Tuesday.  At the latter place the Wisconsin & 

Michigan and the Ontonagon & Brule River, will  join rails. 

     The unsettled condition of titles still bothers us more than anything else, and keeps back 

explorations and other active movements.  It is probable that a test case will  be had sometime 

soon, which will  settle matters.  As soon as we know ñwho is who and what is whatò there will  be 

a decided onward movement here.  We have plenty of ore, but we donôt want to find it for some 

one [sic ï someone] else. 
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Iron River Ripples. 

_____ 

[SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.] 

  

     Mrs. Cummings has opened a millinery store on Gennesee [sic ï Genesse] street. 

     Both the Iron River and Nanamo [sic ï Nanaimo] mines are shipping ore daily. 

     Preparations for the erection of the new depot are rapidly progressing. 

     A petition is going the rounds which has for its object the grading of Nelson street. 

     Your correspondent has this week to thank A.S. McNaughton for courtesies received. 

     A first-class laundry has been opened on Adams street, opposite Mr. Stellerôs residence. 

     Wm. Scott has christened his hotel ñCentral House,ò and his sign bearing that name has been 

hoisted. 
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     The fires which have been endangering the safety of the town have been mostly extinguished 

by the late rains. 

     Goetz & Paradise are fitting up McKinnonôs store, preparatory to a removal of their stock into 

that building, which is more centrally situated than their present place of business. 

     One of the great wants of Iron River has been at last supplied, Mr. Parker having opened a 

bakery and restaurant, and we are glad to notice that his enterprise is likely to prove a success. 

     The brakeman who had his leg so badly shattered while discharging his duties on the C. & N-

W. in this vicinity last week, died on Saturday afternoon from the effects of his injuries. 

     John Morrison and A. McCullough are now the sole partners in the furniture store here, they 

having bought out A. McCue, who had been a partner in the concern since it was started in the 

spring of 1882. 

     Some of our lady gossips have of late become very jealous of younger ladies than themselves, 

who enjoy the pleasure of buggy-riding in company with gentlemen much younger than the 

husbands of said lady gossips. 
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     While a four-horse team was crossing the bridge near the Nanaimo mine, on Sunday last, the 

structure, which was a poor apology for a bridge, gave way.  No serious injury resulted, however, 

beyond the maiming of one of the horses.  The bridge is now undergoing repairs. 

 

 



EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

HANNONôS STORE BLOWN UP BY DYNAM ITE ï 1  
 

EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   EXTRA!  ï   READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume III,  Number 25 

[Saturday, June 16, 1883], page 1, column 4 

  

IRON RIVER ROUSED!  

_____ 

HANNONôS STORE BLOWN 

UP BY DYNAMITE.  

_____ 

A Terrible Midnight Explosion ï No Clue to the Malicious Perpetrators. 

_____ 

   

     At about 2:30 oôclock Thursday morning the citizens of Iron River were startled from their 

sleep by a terrible concussion and tumbling noise resembling sharp, heavy thunder.  The few who 

were up, including the night watchman, hurried in the direction of the report and found the 

building owned by Mrs. Hannon and occupied until lately by Hannon & Vail, terribly shattered in 

front.  Buildings near, especially the saloon of William Webb, were badly injured, and glass was 

shattered for hundreds of feet. 
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The concussion was plainly felt all over the town, and few were there who slept through the noise.  

Close investigation revealed the fact that a quantity of giant powder had been inserted under the 

southeast corner of the building.  On exploding, it tore out the front, drove out the sides and burst 

asunder the joists.  Many are the causes assigned for the malicious deed, but no clue to the actor in 

the cowardly affair is yet to be had.  Considerable trouble over the property and between those 

who have occupied it, has been had in the past.  Anybody who, in the stilly [sic ï still]  hour of 

night, will  sneakingly [sic]  proceed to an unprotected spot, insert a powerful explosive and 

destroy property which, perhaps, it has taken years of hard toil to accumulate, is unworthy the 

form in which he exists, let alone the name of man.  Such work should be rewarded by swift and 

unerring punishment, to the fullest extent of the moral and physical law.  Iron River, like all new 

towns, has been infested with a rough element, which is gradually sinking out of sight before the 

face of the many law abiding citizens who, when awake, assert good order with a vim.  Had the 

building been occupied, the affair might have resulted in a terrible tragedy, but as it was, no one 

was hurt.   
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It does not necessarily speak ill  of the town that such a thing should occur, as viscious [sic ï 

vicious], cowardly, sneaking, immoral specimens, capable of anything, are to be found in all 

places from the largest city to the smallest hamlet.  Every citizen of Iron River should constitute 

himself a special detective to hunt down the guilty wretch and see that he gets his just deserts [sic 

ï desserts]. 
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IRON RIVER FIRE.  
_____ 

  

THE BRIGHT TOWN VISITED  

TO THE TUNE OF $40,000. 

_____ 

  

McDonald, MacKinnon, Boyington, Innes, Bies, Lalley, Penberthy and Others Burned out 

by an Early Morning Blaze last Saturday ï One of the Largest Fires that has ever Visited a 

Range Town ï An Absence of Wind and Hard Work Saves the Town ï Very Little Insurance 

to Cover the Big Loss ï Fortunes of a Life Time Swept Away in a Single Hour ï Iron River 

Ripples. 

_____ 
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     On Saturday morning last, at shortly before three oôclock, the bright town of Iron River, at the 

terminus of the Menominee Range branch of the C. & N.-W. R.R., 27 miles northwest from 

Florence, was visited by a disastrous conflagration, which destroyed five of the principal business 

blocks and wrought damage to the extent of nearly $40,000, with very little insurance to 

counteract the effect of the great loss.  The appended table gives as near as could be procured, the 

loss and insurance in detail: 

 

[LOSS AND INSURANCE TABLE; DIAGRAM OF DISTRICT BURNED] 

 

     The fire was discovered at shortly before three oôclock, in the stairway between Lalleyôs saloon 

and Penberthyôs drug store, leading to the living apartments of Alex. McKinnon.  Owing to the 

crude methods of fighting fire, nothing being obtainable but buckets, and the dryness of 

everything, the flames spread with lightning rapidity, although there was no wind.  Brave men 

worked like heros and 
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EQUALLY BRAVE WOMEN 

Passed buckets of water and assisted in hastily removing effects.  The demon, mad in its 

destructiveness, soon laid in ashes the three buildings on the north side of Main street, owned by 

MacKinnon Bros., and James Innes and occupied by J.S. Penberthyôs drug store, Martin Lalleyôs 

saloon, John McDonaldôs large general store, Innesô Opera Hall, the Kinghts of Labor, MacKinnon 

Bros., business office, W.J. Brownôs insurance office, James Innesô justice office and A. 

MacKinnonôs residence.  The flames then, in their hungry fury leaped across the wide street and 

devoured Martin Biesô property, in which he kept a saloon and A.J. Boyingtonôs magnificent hotel, 

ONE OF THE LARGEST, 

best-appointed and best kept houses on the Range.  All  of this was done in a remarkably short 

time, but it took more to discourage the heroes that were giving battle.  The bucket brigade 

worked like tigers at bay and another squad wet carpets and used them most effectually, thereby 

saving after a hard battle, Ammermanôs drug store, Noonanôs building and Lengrenôs building.  It 

was a hot time, but it found every man at his post.  Had there been wind, nothing could have saved 

the entire town.  As it was the loss was severe.   
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Stambaugh responded nobly and a business man of Iron River writes as follows to this paper. 

THANKS TO STAMBAUGH. 

Editor MINING NEWS: 

     We wish to thank the Stambaugh people through your valuable columns, for timely aid in 

suppressing the fire at this place.  We feel that we can not [sic ï cannot] say too much in their 

praise.  They worked nobly and stood by their work like men, and I might add women, for some 

of them, with Iron River ladies, were seen handing buckets of water to the men on the ladders.  

We will  not mention names, fearing we will  not do them all justice, as all are entitled to great 

praise.  We will  not forget them in the future. 

     Almost all succeeded in saving a portion of their stock.  John McDonald saved about half of 

his, J.S. Penberthy saved considerable and Andy Boyington saved some.  Mr. Boyingtonôs loss, as 

will  be seen by above table, is by far the most severe.  He is a hard-working, popular, 

accommodating gentleman, who left an arm on a Southern battle field [sic ï battlefield], 

defending his countryôs hearth-stones and made all that he lost in a single hour, with his remaining 

arm.   
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His friends hear of his loss with the greatest regret, but Mr. Boyington is not the man to be cast 

down by the reverses of fate.  Others also lost heavily and they have the sympathy of their 

neighbors here and elsewhere.  Almost all have resumed business with characteristic American 

energy, in some shape or other.  The Boyington House is now conducted in an old Norwegian 

boarding house, to the rear of his former splendid hostelry and it is hoped all of his old patrons 

will  find him there.  The people of Iron River have more than the usual share of courage, fortitude 

and perseverance.  They have fought adversity ever since the town was founded and they meet 

each new enemy as bravely as ever.  That they may win the fight in the end is the wish of the 

MINING NEWS. 

IRON RIVER RIPPLES. 

     Frank Camins, the sturdy, hard-working blacksmith, was badly hurt while heroically fighting 

fire last Saturday morning.  His friends hope to soon see him around again. 

     The MINING NEWS, ever enterprising, despatched [sic ï dispatched] a special correspondent 

to the scene of the great fire. 
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     The fire is supposed to have been of incendiary origin and many are the motives rehearsed. 

     The new saw mills are rapidly nearing completion.  They will  add some life to our town. 

     Boyington, MacKinnon and McDonald have announced their intention to rebuild at once. 

     Expert safe openers and insurance adjusters have been plentiful in town during the week. 

     J.M. Thorn was an outsider who witnessed the fearful fire. 

     The Iron River Co.ôs saw mill will be closed July 1. 
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A MURDEROUS POLACK.  
_____ 

  

JOS. HOLAS, INSANE WITH RAGE, SHOOTS TO KILL AT IRON RIVER  

_____ 

  

He Fires two Charges of buckshot Into a Large Crowd of People ï He Shoots High, but 

Seriously Wounds Two Men ï He Fires a Third Time, Probably Fatally Wounding Marshal 

Scott and Injuring Al. Cummings, who were Trying to Arrest Him ï The Fiend Finally 

Secured ï A Lynching Bee Barely Averted. ï The Would-Be Assassin Run Out of the County 

in Order to Save His Precious Neck ï Full Particulars on the Exciting Occurrence. 

_____ 
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     The bustling little city of Iron River, twenty-six miles west of Florence, on the North-Western 

road, was the scene of an exciting and tragic occurrence last Monday afternoon, a vicious 

Polander named Joseph Holas shooting down four men, two of whom received very serious 

injuries.  The names of the victims are as follows: 

     Edward Scott, village marshall [sic] , shot in three places ï in the back part of the right 

shoulder, in the lower part of the right jaw and through the wrist. 

     Nic Docter, aged 19 years, shot near the left groin, the ball narrowly missing the intestines and 

bladder. 

     Joe Basinet, a Frenchman, shot in the left shoulder. 

     Al . Cummings, about 30 [sic - 55]  years of age, proprietor of a saloon and restaurant, flesh 

wound in the neck, near the breast bone. 

     A MINING NEWS reporter visited Iron River a day or two after the shooting and learned the 

essential particulars of the terrible affair.   
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Joseph Holas, the man who committed the deed, is a Polish miner, unmarried and about 55 years 

of age.  He at one time worked at the Florence mine, but for the past year or two has been 

employed at the Stambaugh mine.  While Holas was passing along Genesee Street, early Monday 

afternoon, a few persons, said to have been composed mostly of boys, pelted him with snow balls.  

Holas went to one of the officers and demanded the arrest of a certain young man, whom he 

claimed led the attack.  The officer replied:  ñYou go and get a warrant and Iôll make the arrest.ò  

Holas, who did not appear anxious to secure a warrant, said:  ñIf you donôt arrest him Iôll 

SHOOT HIM AT 3 OôCLOCK.ò 

     Holas started homeward and met a fellow countryman, a man of some education and one 

whom the Polanders generally go to for advice when in trouble.  Holas related his alleged 

grievance to his friend, and the latter advised him to get his gun and ñshoot anybody and 

everybody who molested him again.ò 

     True to his promised threat, the fellow appeared upon the street at the hour indicated. 
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He passed along the Boyington House side of the street to the corner near the postoffice building, 

when two or three snow balls were thrown at him from across the road, none of the balls, 

however, coming anywhere near hitting him.  At this juncture, Holas pulled the barrel and and 

[sic]  stock of a single-barrel shot gun from underneath his coat, calmly put the weapon together, 

raised it to his shoulder, took careful aim and 

FIRED INTO THE CROWD  

of men and boys standing in front of Al . Cummingsô restaurant.  The charge scattered, eleven ball 

[sic ï balls] passing through the large plate glass and several others into the wood work and 

through the open door.  One of the balls struck Joe Basinet, who was seated upon a table in the 

back part of the restaurant, and another one of the leaden missiles was stopped by young Nic 

Docter as he was passing out of the building to the street.  The excitement became intense as the 

infuriated Pole was seen to calmly put a fresh loaded shell into his gun.  Quite a number of 

children were among the crowd, and nearly all of them were quickly hustled into the restaurant 

and out through the back way to places of safety.   
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would have resulted.  There were half a dozen or more men standing within short distances of the 

would-be assassin, but not the slightest attempt was made by any of them to arrest the fellow, 

though his capture could safely and easily have been effected immediately after the first discharge 

of his weapon.  Mr. Cummings finally made up his mind to capture the shooter, but in making the 

attempt the brave old man came very near losing his life.  Hurrying across the street as fast as his 

rheumatic limbs could carry him, he seized Holas by the shoulder, but the desperate scoundrel 

struck Cummingsô arm with his gun and, jumping sideways a rod or so, leveled his weapon, aimed 

directly at the old manôs head and 

FIRED THE THIRD SHOT.  

     Just as Holas was in the act of pulling the trigger, Cummings stepped backwards thus 

undoubtedly saving his life.  One of the buckshot, however, struck him between the neck and 

breast bone, making an ugly-looking and painful flesh wound, though not a dangerous one.  When 

Holas fired, Ed. Scott, the plucky village marshal, who was running to Cummingsô assistance, was 

within a few feet of the latter, he arriving upon the scene just in time to receive a portion of the 

charge intended for Cummings.  When Scott fell to the ground unconscious and bleeding, the 
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EXCITEMENT WAS INTENSE.  

     Hundreds of people flocked to the locality, but Holas, sullen and defiant, held them at bay until 

placed under arrest by Under Sheriff Flannagan.  He made no resistance, which was probably 

owing to the fact that his ammunition was exhausted.  The under sheriff and one or two other cool 

heads took charge of the man, determined to protect him from violence at all hazards.  The crowd 

clamored for gengeance and loud 

THREATS OF LYNCHING  

were freely made.  Deputy Flannagan hastily procured a rig, hustled the murderous Pole into the 

cutter and started for Crystal Falls.  The officers expected to be followed by the maddened friends 

of the wounded men, and were prepared to defend their prisoner and uphold the majesty of the 

law.  Happily for the good reputation of Iron River, better counsels prevailed, and the officers 

were in nowise molested while en route to the county seat.  Sheriff Tully had spent a portion of the 

day at the Falls, and while returning to Iron River, accompanied home by Capt. John Morrison, 

met the posse on the road.  Learning the particulars of the shooting, the Sheriff sent his rig home 

by Capt. Morrison, and accompanied Deputy Flannagan to Crystal Falls. 
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Arriving at the latter place, Sheriff Tully quietly placed Holas in a room on the third floor of the 

Lockwood House, summoned Justice Henry, and the latter quickly bound the prisoner over to the 

next term of the Circuit Court for trial.  The reason why so much precaution was deemed 

necessary on the part of the sheriff, was owing to the fact that a large number of Iron River people 

were in the Falls at the time and fears were entertained that the facts of the shooting would be 

communicated to some of them by wire and that an attempt might be made to  

LYNCH THE POLANDER  

within sight of the new temple of justice now in course of construction in that city.  So quietly 

were matters arranged and carried out that the presence of the posse and prisoner in town was 

known to scarcely half a dozen people.  After the arraignment of Holas, the party boarded the 

sleigh and drove to Florence, arriving in this city about 3 oôclock Tuesday morning.  Refreshments 

were procured at McDevittôs, and a charge of horses was made at Molloyôs livery stable.   
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The sheriffôs party, thereupon, drove to Iron Mountain, but did not stop there, as was first 

intended, owing to the fact that Engineer Scott, a brother of the wounded marshal, is stationed in 

that city, the sheriff thinking that, in case the former had received information of the tragic 

occurrence, the presence of his brotherôs 

WOULD -BE SLAYER  

in the Menominee County jail in the city of Menominee, there to await the result of his victimsô 

injuries.  A movement is on foot to restore capital punishment in the state of Michigan.  It is to be 

hoped that the Legislature, now in session, will  hurry up and pass the death penalty bill  so that 

Holas may be legally executed in the event of the death of Scott or Docter.  The fellow deserves to 

be 

STRANGLED TO DEATH,  

anyway, no matter whether the men live or die.  He shot to kill,  and cared not whether he 

murdered a score of innocent people who had never wronged him in the least. 
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     At last reports Ed. Scott and Nic Docter were in an exceedingly precarious condition, but their 

many friends are hopeful of their ultimate recovery.  The bullet which lodged somewhere in 

Docterôs body and the one in Scottôs shoulder had not been removed at the time of the MINING 

NEWS reporterôs visit at Iron River, both men being too weak to warrant probing for the balls. 

     Ed. Scott lived in Florence many years ago, his father having kept a restaurant and boarding 

house opposite the MINING NEWS office. 



Postmarked August 24, 1908, this tinted halftone postcard view shows Iron River from 

Stambaugh Hill .  The steeple of St. Agnes Catholic Church can be seen to the right of center, 

and the public school with its red-tinted roof is visible to the right of the church.  The large 

building with the red roof to the left of center was the Boyington Hotel, located on Genesse 

Street. 


