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World War I – The Great War – Early Battles Before U.S. Involvement
Tangled Ruins of Marne Bridge
Blown Up by Germans and Red
Cross Train Wreck, France,
September 5-12, 1914
After the Germans were defeated
on the Marne in 1914 they did
everything consistent with a hasty
retreat, to hamper the pursuing
French. In this case they have
wrecked a railway bridge to cut
what would otherwise be the route of
the supply trains for the French
army. The fact that a Red Cross
train was on the bridge was not
considered of any consequence. As
a matter of fact, a train amidst the
ruins of the bridge made the river
all the more impossible as a water
route.
The “Nord” one sees on the
engine is the French “North” and
alludes to the French “Department”
by that name. [WJC Photo]

WORLD WAR 1 – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS
They Give Their Lives
Do You Lend Your Savings?
H. Devitt Welsh
United States Treasury Department
ca. 1917

The War Thrift Stamp was sold for 25
cents a stamp. It attached to a Thrift Card
that had spaces for 16 stamps and had a
face value of four dollars. When the card
was full, it was used to purchase a War
Savings Stamp worth five dollars that
could be redeemed five years later. The
National Education Association and the
American Federation of Labor endorsed
the program.

WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS
Clear-The-Way!! Buy Bonds
Fourth Liberty Loan
Howard Chandler Christy
Department of the Treasury, Fourth
Liberty Loan
1918
The cost of supporting the Army overseas
was staggering. The spreading pandemic
of virulent influenza in 1918 meant that
public gatherings, one of the major ways
of raising funds, were prohibited. Still,
the Fourth Liberty Loan was extremely
successful with the largest amount of
monies pledged at $6,992,927,100, and
with the largest number of subscribers at
22,777,680.

World War I – The Great War – Welcoming “Yanks” to Allied Front
Our Allies Welcoming
American Boys Across the
Water – U.S. Marine Corps
American forces are being landed
on European soil with a speed that
amazes the English and French, and
the “Yanks” receive a royal
welcome from our allies everywhere
they go. In any large city, like
London or Paris, their arrival is
made a gala occasion. The streets
are decorated with American flags,
crowds of people turn out to cheer
the boys and the highest officials of
the government review them as they
march along the street.
These particular soldiers belong
to the United States Marine Corps.
The organization of the Marine
Corps is military rather than naval.
It is a fully equipped little army in
itself, representing infantry, cavalry,
artillery, signal service, engineers,
machine gun men, aviators and
hospital service. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – American Expeditionary Force Leader

1 – General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing, in profile and wearing overcoat and hat, was seated on a dappled
gray horse with other mounted officers at the right, reviewing his troops in formation in this World War I era
unused postcard. In 1897, Pershing was appointed to the West Point tactical staff as an instructor, where he was
assigned to Cadet Company A. Because of his strictness and rigidity, Pershing was unpopular with the cadets,
who took to calling him "Nigger Jack" because of his service with the 10th Cavalry Regiment, a now famous
unit formed as a segregated African-American unit and one of the original "Buffalo Soldier" regiments. During
the course of his tour at the Academy, this epithet softened to "Black Jack", although the intent remained hostile.
Still, this nickname would stick with Pershing for the rest of his life, and was known to the public as early as
1917. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – American Expeditionary Force Leader

2 – In 1919, in recognition of his distinguished service during World War I, the U.S. Congress authorized
President Woodrow Wilson to promote Pershing to General of the Armies of the United States, the highest rank
possible for any member of the United States armed forces, which was created especially for him, and one that
only he held at the time. (General George Washington was posthumously promoted to this rank by President
Gerald Ford in 1976.) Pershing was authorized to create his insignia for the new rank and chose to wear four
gold stars for the rest of his career, which separated him from the four (temporary) silver stars worn by Army
Chiefs of Staff, and even the five star General of the Army insignia worn by Marshall, MacArthur, Bradley,
Eisenhower, and H. 'Hap' Arnold in World War II. Pershing outranked them all. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – The Well-Equipped Soldier
These three American Expeditionary Forces
soldiers were photographed in full gear,
probably “somewhere in France.”
The typical U.S. Army soldier was issued a
green wool uniform that included breeches and
a waist-length jacket. A wide-brimmed hat was
included, which protected the men from sun
glare and driving rain. Also important to his
uniform was a blanket roll, a bag for personal
items, a small shovel and a canteen that hung
from the belt. The government issued the
uniform with a .30 caliber U.S. Army rifle.
In 1917, the American Expeditionary Force
(AEF) was issued the overseas hat, simple cap
that had a narrow, tapered crown that was
standard issue through WWII.
The steel helmet, almost identical to the
British ally, was essential on the battlefield
with exception of the method used to fasten the
chin strap to the metal shell. This helmet was
known to provide poor protection, but it was
easily and rapidly produced to be supplied to
millions of American recruits flooding training
camps.
Russet brown boots were worn with canvass
leggings winter and summer. Russet was also
the color for belts. [eBay]

World War I – The Great War – Crowded Troop Trains

These soldiers, members of the American Expeditionary Forces, were crowded into boxcars for transportation.
There is no indication of location on this postcard view, but the words and measurement units on the boxcar at
the far left are in English. [Internet]

World War I – The Great War – Motorcycles and Machine Guns

Members of the Motorcycle Corps had a Hotchkiss Mle 1914 Hotchkiss machine gun mounted on a sidecar.
This weapon was chambered for the 8mm Lebel cartridge and became the French army’s standard machine gun
during World War I. The American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) in France also purchased 7,000 Mle 1914
Hotchkiss machine guns in 8mm Lebel which were used extensively at the front in 1917 and 1918. [eBay]

World War I – The Great War – Instruction on Use of Gas Masks
Our Boys in France Learning to
Correctly Use Gas Masks
The officer before us is
instructing his squad in the use of
gas masks. Thorough drill in this is
of the utmost importance, for a few
seconds delay in adjusting his mask
in a gas attack may incapacitate a
soldier for service and subject him
to weeks of agony, if not death.
The Germans were the first to
use poison gas in the war, expelling
it from metal tubes and trusting to
the wind to carry it down upon our
allies.
This method was soon
discarded in favor of gas shells,
which they used extensively,
sometimes one shell in every three
being filled with gas. A soldier,
expert in the use of his mask, can
put it on in about ten seconds.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Battle of Hill 70 – Poison Gas Used
No Man's Land near Lens,
France, August 15-25, 1917
Those stumps, the remains of a
beautiful orchard, show what kind of
ground this No Man’s Land was
before the Allies and their foe came
to grips here in the tremendous
battle that raged for the channel
ports in Northern France and
Belgium.
Shell holes without number as far
as the eye can reach, filled with
stagnant gas filled water, as deadly
as the wells that the Germans
poisoned as they retreated. At the
edge of the hole nearest to you is
discernible a rifle and bayonet; at
your feet is a helmet still covering
the head of its owner.
Farther on toward the largest
tree stump you can see the body of
one of the dead. On the extreme
right there are the remains of
another of the men who strove in the
dusk of some gray morning to make
his way to the enemy’s lines. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Trench Warfare, a Dangerous Situation
Digging Trenches
It has been estimated that up to
one third of Allied casualties on the
Western Front were actually
sustained in the trenches. Aside
from enemy injuries, disease
wrought a heavy toll.
Rats in their millions infested
trenches. Gorging themselves on
human remains, disfiguring them by
eating their eyes and liver, rats could
grow to the size of a cat.
Lice were a never-ending
problem, breeding in the seams of
filthy clothing and causing men to
itch unceasingly.
Even when
clothing was periodically washed
and deloused, lice eggs invariably
remained hidden in the seams.
Within a few hours of the clothes
being re-worn the body heat
generated would cause the eggs to
hatch. Lice caused Trench Fever.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Trench Warfare, a Dangerous Situation
“Over the Top” – American
Soldiers Answering the Bugle
Call to “Charge”
So what was life actually like for
the men serving tours of duty in the
line, be they front line, support or
reserve trenches?
Death was a constant companion
to those serving in the line, even
when no raid or attack was launched
or defended against. In busy sectors
the constant shellfire directed by the
enemy brought random death.
Many men were buried as a
consequence of such large shellbursts.
Similarly, novices were cautioned
against their natural inclination to
peer over the parapet of the trench
into No Man's Land. Many men
died on their first day in the trenches
as a consequence of a precisely
aimed sniper's bullet. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Trench Warfare, a Dangerous Situation
Preparing Barbed Wire for
Front Line,
Lempire, Meuse, France
No trench was complete without
its barricade of wire. Lashed about
wooden stakes or iron rods two or
three feet high, twisted and tangled
in every direction, it held the
attacking enemy, until the soldiers
could rush to the defense.
Coils of barbed wire, ready for
use, are to be seen in the
foreground. At the tables men are
coiling smooth wire that was used to
reinforce the posts on which barbed
wire was strung.
Beyond the
workers a small engine is to be seen,
one of thousands which squeaked
and rumbled along narrow gauge
tracks up to the very front lines,
dragging trucks filled with supplies,
with repair materials, with sheets of
corrugated iron for huts or trenches.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Trench Warfare, a Dangerous Situation
Camouflaged Trenches in
Center of Hardest Fighting,
Chemin des Dames Sector
The French cleverly devised a
way of attaching springs of pine and
hemlock to wire netting, known in
America as “chicken wire,” then
they spread it all over their gun
positions and trench systems so that
from an enemy trench or from an
aeroplane it was exceedingly hard to
determine just where the positions of
the French forces were.
A heavier kind of wire netting
can be seen along the side of the
trench, used to prevent the banks
from caving in. The flooring is of
“duck boards” which allow the
waters from heavy rains to pass
through and under.
The lieutenant in the trench coat
is looking at the tripod of a
Hotchkiss machine-gun.
[WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Trench Warfare, a Dangerous Situation
Scots Entrenched and Cheerily
Awaiting Counter-Attack,
France, ca. 1918
One would hardly think that there
was any system to war while looking
at this jumble of men and material.
But those things that have been cast
aside are useless, those ammunition
cases and hand grenade boxes are
empty. The plank was in the way in
the trench, so they threw it aside.
The trench was one of those built
in the late months of the war. The
war then was more nearly
approaching a war of movement and
consequently the trench was made
less elaborate and without the
expensive timber work.
But look at the men. They are far
from useless and unserviceable with
their rifles, bayonets fixed, close at
hand.
Their gas masks at the
“alert,” steel helmets strapped to
their heads, waiting. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Trench Warfare, a Dangerous Situation
French Soldiers Resting in the
Trenches, ca. 1914-1918
Sometimes these dugouts were 20
to 30 feet underground, bomb-proof,
and fitted with crude comforts, but
more frequently they were simply
underground shelters with earthen
floors, shelters which afforded the
soldiers some protection from the
elements, from shells and from
bullets.
These dugouts communicated by
narrow passages with the front line
trenches.
The men before us are resting on
the bottom of one of these
communicating trenches, waiting for
the hour when they are to relieve
those who are holding the front
lines. All trenches were connected
with headquarters by telephone, the
wires plainly visible on the wall to
the left in the trench before us.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Trench Warfare, a Dangerous Situation
At Mass in the Allied Trenches
on the Western Front,
ca. 1914-1918
“Morituri te salutant”, (those
who are about to die salute thee).
One can almost imagine these men
using that expression. With bowed
heads they stood before the symbol
of their faith, their thoughts
communing with God, their church,
the wide out-of-doors.
Heroic priests of the Catholic
Church, heroic pastors of the
Protestant faith, risked and often
gave their lives to bring these men
the comforts of religion. They held
their services even in the front line
trenches. They held them in the
dugouts, sometimes so near the
enemy that prayers were scarce
above a whisper. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Trench Warfare, a Dangerous Situation
Trenches of the Allies Among
the Dunes in the Midst of
Brambles on the Coast of
Flanders
The technical name for the
earthworks employed in the present
war is “trench.” The form of trench
here shown is not anything new for
the soldiers of the Civil War used the
same method of defense but they
called it “breast-works.” This was
the name given to all hastily
constructed defenses.
In this picture the trench is
shallow. The reason for the lack of
depth is that the character of the
country will not permit deep
excavation. There is little if any
protection from the inclemency of
the weather. The limit to human
endurance is soon reached so that
fewer hours in the trenches must be
given the men. [WJC Photo]

WORLD WAR 1 – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS

For Our Aviators
Charles Buckles Falls
United States Army Air Service
ca. 1918
On September 3, 1917, the first U.S. Aero
Squadron arrived in France.
The
squadron's primary duties were infantry
contact patrols, photo reconnaissance,
and artillery surveillance. They also flew
"protection" (escort) missions for other
reconnaissance craft. The aircraft used
by the squadron were the Curtiss AR-1,
Spad Xlll pursuit plane, and Salmson 2
observation plane.

World War I – The Great War – Observation and Bombing from the Air
U.S. Observation Airplane on
West Front – France
Observation planes carry two
men, a pilot and an observer. The
pilot runs the machine; the observer,
telescope in hand, scans the enemy
trenches and the terrain for miles in
the rear. The observer is ever on the
lookout for enemy troops on the
move, or for any indication of
reserves strategically hidden in
forest or trench. Sometimes he will
see, far off in the distance, long
columns of soldiers moving along
the winding roads, sometimes he will
see batteries changing position
under his eyes; and sometimes long
trains of troops pulling in on the
enemy’s interior railways.
This
information he must carry at once to
headquarters for there, after
comparing with reports from other
observers, the information received
often gives a clue to the foe’s
intentions. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Observation and Bombing from the Air
Airplane View of Trenches and
Shell Holes
We are looking down from a
speeding airplane, at no great
height, as airplanes fly, upon a small
portion of the endless network of
trenches and countless acres of
shell-torn fields which made up the
Western front. Here below us even
unpracticed eyes can see the
serpentine twists of the trenches,
outlined by the white clay thrown up
from them, the entrances to dugouts
and shelters in the sides of the
trench extending from left to right
across the view, and the shadowy
outline of a belt of wire stretching
along in front of it. Craters made by
countless shells all over the ground
show how vigorously this region has
been pounded by artillery fire.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Observation and Bombing from the Air
“Enemy Airmen Successfully
Bombed One of Our Supply
Trains,” Official Report.
A scene such as this helps us to
realize how disease and pestilence
would naturally follow in the wake
of an army unless the sanitary corps
is sufficiently strong to clear the
ground from day to day. Where this
could not be done whole regions
would become foul with putrefying
flesh, both human and animal,
poisoning air and water.
The aeroplane played an
increasingly important part during
the war. While it was most valuable
for making observations it also
accomplished much by striking at
the source of supply behind the
lines. The aeroplane was able to
detect and destroy ammunition
depots, provision stores and supply
trains en route to the front line.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Observation and Bombing from the Air
German Ammunition Depot,
after Visit of French Airmen,
Alincourt, France
Every detail of the terrible
destruction that the bombs of the
Allied aviators wrought on the
strategic points in the rear of the
German lines is here before you.
In your imagination you can
picture the scene of the day before
this raid.
There were railway
sidings filled with freight cars, every
car loaded with ammunition which
the guns of the enemy sorely needed.
The ammunition trains of wagons
drawn by horses came to the cars,
loaded, and departed for the lines.
And now what do we see? An
acre of wreckage that is as useless
to the Germans as an empty field.
Worse than useless, for those dead
horses must be disposed of and the
debris cleared away, work for
hundreds of men. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Observation and Bombing from the Air
Hauling Down French Dirigible
Balloon for Officer's Report,
ca. 1914-1918
Dirigibles
performed
most
important services during the war,
particularly in scouting, protecting
ships from submarine attack,
searching out U boats, and making
observations for the army. They
were used over land and sea.
It could remain in the air for two
days and nights at a time if
necessary; could move swiftly, or
again, slowly, keeping pace with the
ships; could sail along at an even
height and steadily, thus maintaining
a more effective lookout than
airplanes.
It is tethered by a rope attached
to a winch. The balloon can be
lowered very quickly and there is
often need for the greatest possible
speed. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Observation and Bombing from the Air
Observation Balloon Fatally
Pierced by Incendiary Bullets
from American Plane
Swinging in the tiny wicket
basket which to you seems just a dot
beneath the balloon, a German
officer has been watching the least
little movement behind the lines of
the American troops. It was to
defeat his purpose that the American
in his ’plane ventured over the lines
and gave battle.
Swooping swiftly, curving and
diving to avoid the hail of machine
gun bullets and high explosive shells
with which the Germans sought to
bar his path, he reached his goal
and with incendiary bullets struck at
the huge gas bag. One of his bullets
has penetrated it; within a few
seconds the balloon will be entirely
consumed with the flames, and the
observer will have attempted to save
his life by jumping with his
parachute. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Heavy Artillery at the Front
Artillery Observers
Telephoning Headquarters from
the Front, Marne, France,
July 15-August 6, 1918
These men are in what is
apparently an observation post.
They are using a range finding
instrument which in this case is a
combination of periscope and field
glass permitting one to see far out
into the enemy territory without
exposing oneself to view and the
accurate aim of snipers.
The Frenchman in the foreground
has a portable field telephone, and
behind him is one of the reels of wire
used to carry the connection far up
into the trench.
Another signalman is crouched in
the back reporting to headquarters
the findings of the observer. As soon
as
headquarters
has
this
information, orders are sent to the
batteries of guns and the range is
corrected. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Heavy Artillery at the Front
A French 155-mm. Gun Trained
on the German Trenches,
ca. 1914-1918
This particular gun is not of the
most modern type, for it has no
mechanism for taking up the recoil
of the barrel but must recoil on the
whole carriage, which rolls back
and then forward again on the big
wedges made of plank which we see,
so as not to be carried clear back
into the mud by the force of each
discharge.
To those who know but little
about guns, the extremely short life
comes as a matter of surprise. Guns
are sometimes useless after 3 days’
hard work. A three-inch gun is worn
out by the firing of 3,000 rounds and
a gun of larger caliber is useless
after a fewer number of rounds have
been fired. The guns are worn by
the erosion of gases and by the
copper bands on the shells. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Heavy Artillery at the Front
“The dogs of war let loose are
howling” – French 320's in
Action Near Reims
This is a battery of four of the
huge railroad guns used by the
French in the defense of Reims.
Hurling projectiles nearly 13 inches
in diameter to distances of more
than 12 miles, these guns are so
heavy and exert such a tremendous
recoil when fired that their steel
railway platforms have to be
extremely strong and rigidly
reinforced.
Such weapons were used so far
behind the lines and were so easily
and quickly moved from place to
place on the railway tracks that
camouflage was hardly needed to
conceal them. The shells from guns
like these travel so far and take so
long in making the flight to their
targets that one of the elements that
has to be taken into account in
figuring firing data for them is the
rotation of the earth. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Heavy Artillery at the Front

Horses were used to pull ambulances, carry supplies and ordnance, and act as cavalry mounts. The field artillery
limber consisted of two wheels, an ammunition chest, a pintle hook at the rear, and a central pole with horses
harnessed on either side. The artillery piece had an iron ring (lunette) at the end of the trail. To move the piece,
the lunette was dropped over the pintle hook which resembles a modern trailer hitch. The connection was
secured by inserting a pintle hook key into the pintle. The quantity of ammunition in the chest, which could be
detached from the limber, depended on the size of the piece. The cover of the ammunition chest was made of
sheet copper to prevent stray embers from setting the chest on fire. Six horses were the preferred team for a
field piece, with four being considered the minimum team. Horses were harnessed in pairs on either side of the
limber pole. A driver rode on each left-hand (“near”) horse and held reins for both the horse he rode and the
horse to his right (the "off horse"). Thousands of horses were employed to pull field guns. This unused, real
photo World War I postcard, dating between 1914 and 1918, is probably European in origin. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Heavy Artillery at the Front
U.S. Army Tractor Negotiating
the Steep Declivities of Rhine
at Koblenz
Army tractors such as this were
used to haul heavy artillery and long
trains of supply wagons over the
roads of France and Germany. They
could jog along at a lively rate, and
no load seemed too heavy for them.
Apparently these tractors could go
anywhere, no matter what the nature
of the ground.
As the large sprocket wheels at
the ends of the machine turn, the
tractor goes forward, laying down
its own track as it moves. The
“track” is composed of flat pieces of
steel attached to the endless chain
tread with which the running gear of
the machine is equipped. The small
roller wheels beneath the channel
bar section of the frame carry the
load of the tractor. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Heavy Artillery at the Front
Tractor Drawn Artillery of the
89th Division Before Largest
Hanger in Germany, ca. 1918
Even the strongest teams of
horses would be unequal to the task
of pulling these heavy field guns
through the mud and mire of the
battlefield. Instead the task has
been delegated to these sturdy
tractors, “iron horses,” that can
ford streams, cross ditches, and go
anywhere necessary. That belt of
steel around the wheels makes a
track for the small wheels near the
ground which support the weight of
the machine while the power is
delivered that makes the belt move
through the spoked wheels. The
mufflers for the exhaust of the
engines are mounted on top of the
hood of the tractor.
In the distance is the largest
hangar in Germany, big enough to
accommodate one of the giant
Zeppelins with which the Germans
bombed Paris and London. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Heavy Artillery at the Front

A howitzer is a type of artillery piece characterized by a relatively short barrel (barrel length 15 to 25 times the
caliber of the gun) and the use of comparatively small propellant charges to propel projectiles at relatively high
trajectories, with a steep angle of descent. Many howitzers introduced in the course of World War I had longer
barrels than pre-war howitzers, and, strictly speaking, belong to the category of gun-howitzer – relatively long
barrels and high muzzle velocity combined with multiple propelling charges and high maximum elevation. This
is an Overseas Post Card provided to soldiers who could mail them for free. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Artillery at the Front

In 1917 and 1918, the United States government issued liberty bonds to raise money for its involvement in
World War I. An aggressive campaign was created to popularize the bonds, grounded largely as patriotic
appeals. The postcard industry reached its peak during World War I, as millions of civilians and soldiers sent
hasty messages back and forth. Soldiers at the front could only send terse, pre-printed cards from the trenches,
such as “I am well, I am wounded, I am in receipt of your letter.” This is the reverse of an Overseas Post Card
provided to soldiers who could mail them for free and contained propaganda for Liberty Bonds. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Use of the Armored Tanks in Warfare

The development of tanks in World War I began as a solution to the stalemate which trench warfare had brought
to the Western Front. The first prototype of the Mark 1 tank (pictured above) was tested for the British Army on
September 8, 1915. Although initially termed "land ships" by the British Army, initial vehicles were referred to
as “water-carriers” (then shortened to “tanks”) to preserve secrecy. While the British took the lead in tank
development, the French were not far behind and fielded their first tanks in 1917. The Germans, on the other
hand, were slower to develop tanks, concentrating on anti-tank weapons. This is an Overseas Post Card provided
to soldiers who could mail them for free. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Use of the Armored Tanks in Warfare
How France Aided Her Fighters
– Renault Tanks Going to the
Front, ca. 1914-1918
On the quiet French road before
us Renault tanks are speeding to the
front, eager to strike a blow at the
foe. Little fellows they are, but
wonderfully efficient, turning at
right angles, climbing almost any
hill, and speeding along at a rate
that would soon tire a strong man.
The turtleback armored front
covers the engine and vital parts,
while the boxlike tank in the rear
shelters guns and gunners. Note the
shallow turret, pierced for the
muzzles of rapid-fire guns which spit
a stream of bullets on the foe.
Tank service is hard and
dangerous – the swaying of the
machine; the heat; the fumes from
the constant exploding of cartridges
in the confined space. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Use of the Armored Tanks in Warfare
Down in a shell crater, we
fought like Kilkenney Cats –
Battle of Cambrai
Nov. 20-Dec. 6, 1917
The battle of Cambrai was in
some respects the most dramatic of
the war. There, for the first time in
history, the dazed Germans saw
whole squadrons of huge ironclad
monsters like the one lying disabled
in the background, come lurching
and sprawling upon them, tearing
into shreds their vaulted barbed wire
defenses, crashing over the trenches,
flattening out concrete “pill boxes”
and the machine guns inside.
Through the gaps made by these
juggernauts came British soldiery,
horse and foot, shooting, cutting and
bombing. German soldiers crawled
out of their deep dugouts by the
thousand, their eyes blinking with
sleep in the early dawn, and by
thousands were shot down or
captured. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Use of the Armored Tanks in Warfare
Ripped and Battered to Death
by the Enemy – A Derelict
Tank, Cambrai
In such land battleships as this
the British drove through the
German lines time and again. This
tank, however, has made its last trip.
Shells have caught and smashed it,
torn holes in its side, broken its
sprocket wheels and tread.
When this tank started to attack
on that fatal morning at Cambrai,
the wide caterpillar tread which we
see trailing through the mud, ran
over the broken sprocket wheel
above it, an endless chain which laid
itself down as an ever-renewing
road for the monster above. A shell
broke it in two, and when that
happened the car came to a stop, a
stationary target for the enemy’s
guns.
From that moment its
destruction was certain. [WJC
Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – The Ruins of War – A Destroyed Town

This unused World War I era postcard view shows a ruined French village. Note the rustic wagon and the road
which winds between severely damaged buildings, probably resulting from shelling. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – The Ruins of War – A Miracle
Miracle of Lucy, France –
Unharmed Crucifix Amidst
Total Ruin
The ruined church of Lucy-leBocage is an object which will
always dwell vividly in the minds of
the thousands of American soldiers
of the 2nd and 26th Divisions who
were accustomed to pass by it on
their way to or from the front lines
in Belleau Wood or around
Bouresches during the never to be
forgotten days of June and July,
1918. Lucy was the nearest village
behind the American battle front.
In the venerable little parish
church of Lucy hung unscathed
through all the bombardments the
touching symbol of the crucified
Christ which we see. Many a
doughboy, weary and soiled from
battle, has paused to gaze as the two
before us are gazing, with awe and
reverence upon this “miracle of
Lucy.” [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Pontoon Bridge Construction
Inspecting the Nearly
Completed Pontoon Bridge in
the French Sector of the
Western Front, ca. 1918
On rivers and streams where no
permanent bridges exist or where
they have been destroyed, pontoon
bridges are usually the only means
for crossing an army, and every
well-equipped army carries with it a
large train of pontoon boats,
together with the planks and timbers
for making the roadway.
During October and November,
1918, American engineer troops
showed the utmost gallantry in
throwing pontoon bridges and foot
bridges across the Meuse River
under terrific German fire, thus
enabling the American divisions to
reach the east side of the stream in
pursuit of the retiring Germans.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Dividing Up the Spoils of War
Supplies Left by Fritz, Soupier,
Aisne, France, ca. 1918
In the closing months of the war
the German retreat was often so
sudden that they were obliged to
leave behind great quantities of
materials. Here at Soupier, where a
hasty
evacuation
was
made
necessary by the Allies, are great
stocks of equipment. There is a
large pile of rifles yonder; nearer us
to the right a pile of clothing, nearer
still are helmets and barbed wire,
etc., and cases of small ammunition
abound.
These French soldiers are
making an inventory of these
materials, which are part of their
spoils.
Besides the enormous
quantities of material which the
Germans had to leave behind in
their retreat, the Armistice provided
that additional supplies were to be
turned over to the victors. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Battles Toward the End of the War
An American Division
Headquarters at the Front
The 3rd Division was severely
tested in all kinds of warfare. It won
its well known nickname, “The Rock
of the Marne,” in the fighting from
the end of May to the middle of July,
1918. It was the 7th (Divisional)
Machine Gun Battalion of this
organization which held the famous
bridge in Chateau-Thierry and
stopped every effort of the Germans
to cross the River and advance
toward Paris. Afterward for six
weeks the entire division was in line
along the Marne from ChateauThierry eastward to Varennes, a
distance of 7 miles. – Some hours
before daylight on July 15 the
Germans, following an intense
bombardment, came across the river
in their last great offensive. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Battles Toward the End of the War
Belleau Wood Where
Americans Gave Germany Her
Fatal Check
June 1-26, 1918
It was here in this tangle of
shattered
trees,
limbs
and
underbrush that the Marines, most
famous of all America’s fighting
troops, hurled themselves into the
line when the reserves of France
were being strained to the breaking
point and checked the tremendous
offensive which the Germans hoped
would bring them to the gates of
Paris. In these woods a few miles
north and west of Chateau-Thierry
the best infantry of the Prussian
Guard fought day and night during
those early days of June, 1918, to
break the line that the Marines held.
They failed but the cost that the
Marines paid for their glory in
Belleau Wood was heavy. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Battles Toward the End of the War
Desolate Waste on Chemin des
Dames Battlefield, France
Nowhere on the Western front
was there more terrible fighting or
more utter desolation of a once
lovely countryside than on the
plateau lying northeast of Soissons,
which has come to be known in
history as the Chemin des Dames.
Because its southern crests, rising
above the Aisne dominated the
country for a long distance
southward, the British fought hard
to conquer the plateau in the latter
half of September, 1914, after the
first battle of the Marne. Then in
January, 1915, the French attempted
again to conquer the plateau, but
were forced back further than ever
by a powerful German counterattack...But the Germans came back
and were not driven out until
October, 1918, a few weeks before
the close of the war. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Battles Toward the End of the War
On the Moselle – Doughboys of
89th Division Resting Before
Review, Treves, Germany
Sept. 26-Nov. 11, 1918
It is an inspiring reflection that
these sturdy, well-groomed soldiers
of the “Mid-West” Division, trained
by Major General Leonard Wood
and seasoned in victorious battle
under the leadership of General
William M. Wright in the St. Mihiel
operation and the grueling grind of
the Meuse-Argonne, are here
awaiting a military ceremony on the
very ground where perhaps the
legions of Julius Caesar stood for
review
before
their
great
commander 2,000 years ago.
Their rifles are stacked, held
together in the form of a tripod by
the steel stacking swivels near the
muzzles. The leather slings are
drawn tight as they should be for a
review. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Battles Toward the End of the War
General Pershing Decorating
Officers of 89th Div., Treves,
Germany
The Commanding General of the
American Expeditionary Forces,
John J. Pershing, is here pinning
upon the tunics of these youthful
warriors the ribboned Distinguished
Service Crosses which are their
reward for “extraordinary heroism
in action.” How extraordinary their
heroism had to be in every case in
order to win this high honor is
proved by the fact that of over two
million American soldiers in France,
nearly all of whom did their best to
perform their full duty, only 5,133
had been awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross up to November 11,
1919, and only 93 had been given an
oak leaf cluster to wear on the
ribbon of the Distinguished Service
Cross, equivalent to a second
citation for the medal itself. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Battles Toward the End of the War

This unused, real photo postcard shows General John Joseph “Black Jack” Pershing, at far left, reviewing rows
of troops of the Fifth Division with their backpacks behind them, each rank facing another rank, at Esch-Alz,
Luxembourg. The photograph was probably taken November 19, 1918. The dispatch by General John Joseph
Black Jack Pershing (1860-1948), commander-in-chief of the American Expeditionary Force (A. E. F.) in
Europe, for Wednesday, November 19, 1918 reads: In the course of its advance to-day, the Third Army crossed
the German frontier of 1914, entered the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg and progressed through the towns of Esch
and Arlon and by evening had reached the general line: Gandringan – Wollmeringen – Dudelanger –
Mondercanger – Autelbas – Grendel. [WJC Photo]
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Life
Aboard Ship
for the
Sailors

WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS

I Want You for The Navy
Howard Chandler Christy
United States Navy Recruiting Bureau
1917
Howard Chandler Christy, born in Ohio
in1873, arrived in New York City to
study art with William Merritt Chase
in1890. An outstanding art student, he
received his first commission from the
Century magazine in 1895. Success came
early for Christy and by 1910 he was
earning $1,000 a week. The Navy almost
exclusively used Christy art for
recruitment.

WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS

You, Wireless Fans, Help the
Navy
Charles Buckles Falls
United States Naval Recruitment
ca. 1918

With the entrance of the United States
into World War I, private U.S. radio
stations were ordered by the President to
either shut down or be taken over by the
government. For the duration of the war
it became illegal for private U.S. citizens
to even possess an operational radio
transmitter or receiver, as radio was
reserved for the war effort.

WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS

Gee!! I Wish I Were a Man
I’d Join the Navy
Howard Chandler Christy
United States Navy Recruiting Bureau
1918
Artist Howard Chandler Christy was sent
to Cuba to cover the Spanish American
War. En route, he met Teddy Roosevelt
and accompanied the "Rough Riders" in
battle. His patriotism inspired his art, and
during World War l, Secretary of the
Navy Josephus Daniels stated that
Christy's poster art contributed to a
successful recruiting campaign.

WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS
Rivets are Bayonets, Drive
them home!
John E. Sheridan
United States Shipping Board,
Emergency Fleet Corporation
ca. 1918
By the summer of 1918, the Emergency
Fleet Corporation, organized to operate
merchant ships for the U.S. government,
was fast approaching the goal of
launching one hundred ships a day. The
American worker, using his tools as
weapons, is seen standing side by side
with the American soldier in the field.

World War I – The Great War – Navy Basic Training
Thousands of Uncle Sam’s
Sailors, Training Station, Great
Lakes, Ill.
Here is the Great Lakes Training
Station, a school which turned out
thousands of sailors during the war.
It is situated about 40 miles north of
Chicago on a bluff overlooking Lake
Michigan.
At times more than
20,000 men were in training. On the
parade ground, dressed in white,
they make a fine appearance.
The immense area was divided
into separate camps each containing
several thousand men, each with its
own central drill grounds, its own
central steam heating plant, hospital
and mess halls. All buildings were
lighted by electricity and their
appointments complete in every
essential particular. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Navy Basic Training
Parade Rest – Naval Training
Station
Early in the war the United
States government opened a large
number of naval training schools
along the coast and Great Lakes.
There were three kinds of these
naval training schools.
The Navigational schools were
for training officers in navigation
and for men who had had some sea
experience.
The
schools
for
engineers were opened to men who
had had six months’ sea service, or
who were firemen or engineers. The
third class of schools were those
training sailors and men to man the
vessels. Here the men were put
through a vigorous course of
training and were taught everything
that would be useful to them from
shooting to swimming. Gun drill
formed an important part of their
training. The navy was manned
entirely by volunteers. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Navy Basic Training

In April, 1917, the regular Navy contained 4,366
officers and 64,680 men. In April, 1918, it contained
7,798 officers and 192,385 men. In the Marine Corps
in 1917 there were 426 officers and 13,266 men, and in
one year its figures had increased to 1,389 officers and
38,629 men. In the Naval Reserves, Naval Volunteers,
and Coast Guards there were in 1917, 24,569 men; in
1918, 98,319 men, and 11,477 officers. This young
sailor wore his Navy blues when he posed for his
portrait. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship
Deck of the U.S. Battleship
Pennsylvania
Our picture shows the deck of
one of the giants of the United States
Navy, the battleship Pennsylvania,
one of the largest and most powerful
battleships afloat.
At the beginning of the late war
the United States Navy had 361
vessels ready for service, including
twelve first-line battleships, twentyfive second-line battleships, nine
armored cruisers, twenty-four other
cruisers, seven monitors, fifty
destroyers, sixteen coast torpedo
vessels, seventeen torpedo boats,
forty-four submarines, eight tenders
to torpedo boats, twenty-eight
gunboats, four transports, four
supply ships, one hospital ship,
twenty-one fuel ships, fourteen
converted yachts, forty-nine tugs,
and twenty-eight minor vessels.
[WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship
Gunners on Board U.S.
Battleship New York Loading
5-Inch Gun
This battleship was built in 1911
at a cost of $6,400,080. It has a
displacement of 27,000 tons, a speed
of 21 knots, and an armament of 10
14-inch and 21 5-inch guns, and 4
torpedo tubes. It carries 55 officers
and 970 men.
In the picture you see a gun crew
firing one of the 5-inch guns of the
New York. This gun takes a 60pound shell and a powder charge of
about 20 pounds. The crew works
with regularity and precision, each
man having his own particular work
to do. The trainer stands with eye at
the telescope sight. The plugman
opens and closes the breach. The
loaders swing in the shell and
powder charge. The sight-setter
wears a telephone headpiece and
gets orders as to range and direction
from the spotter aloft. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship
Bugler Calling the Marines and
Sailors to Assemble for
Instruction, ca. 1917-1918
The bugler on a battleship is a
very busy man. He opens the day
with the “first call of reveille” at
5:45, followed by the “reveille” at
5:50 after which comes “turn to.”
Then comes the “recall.” After any
call which brings the men into
action comes the “recall” which
excuses them. At 7 o’clock is the
“first call to the colors,” which is
the same thing as “guard mount” in
the army. This stations the men for
their watch duty. At 8 o’clock the
“colors” is sounded. At 9:15 comes
the “call to inspection” and the
“call to quarters” when the men are
inspected, a division at a time, on
the quarter deck by a captain. [WJC
Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship
Bugler Calling the Marines and
Sailors to Assemble for
Instruction, ca. 1917-1918
At 12 o’clock comes “mess call”
again. After mess there is a “band
call” and usually call for regular
drill, though the time for regular
drill varies on different ships. At
supper time is “mess call” again,
followed by the “call to the colors”
and the “band call.” After the flag
is lowered, the band gives a concert.
The “first call tattoo,” “tattoo”
and the beautiful call of “taps,”
when the lights must be out, end the
day.
Besides the regular calls there
are many extra ones coming
unexpectedly at any time. These are
“fire alarm call,” “collision drill,”
“abandoned ship drill,” and
“torpedo defense.” [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship

Another unused World War I era postcard view by N. Moser, New York, titled “A Salute at Sea” shows a large
group of sailors in blue uniforms at prow of ship greeting another ship in the distance. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship

Some crew members of the USS Minneapolis (C13) posed during World War I. A United States Navy
Columbia class protected cruiser named for the City of Minneapolis, the ship was launched August 12, 1893,
and commissioned at Philadelphia on December 13, 1894. Recommissioned on July 2, 1917, Minneapolis sailed
for Colon, Panama Canal Zone, October 26, were she joined British transports Arawa and Corinthia. The
cruiser continued to operate along the Atlantic coast until assigned to transatlantic convoy duty February 24,
1918. During the next eight months, she made four escort voyages, departing New York and sailing to ocean
rendezvous where the convoys were turned over to British destroyers. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship

Pausing from swabbing the deck, these thirteen sailors posed for this unused World War I era postcard view
wearing short, white work pants, T-shirts and bare feet. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship
A Sailor’s Sewing Day
Reminds Him Keenly of Home
and Mother – Life on Board a
Battleship
Each sailor is expected to keep
his clothing in good repair. Perhaps
when he is sewing up a rent in his
trousers or darning his socks he
appreciates more than ever before
the nimble fingers and loving heart
of mother at home.
Very likely she has provided him
with a “comfort bag” for his use at
sea. These “comfort bags” were
made for our soldiers and marines
under the supervision of the Red
Cross
Society
and
other
organizations.
The Navy League supervised the
making of other articles for the
comfort of the sea men. These were
sweaters, helmets, mufflers and
wristlets knitted of gray yarn. [WJC
Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship

Wearing their dress whites, these sailors relax and doze on deck in an unused World War I postcard view entitled
“Sunday Afternoon in Port”. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship

Depicted in this unused, real photo World War I era postcard, a group of sailors wearing their blues gathered on
deck at noon to listen to the band play an impromptu concert. Apparently this was a fairly common practice
when at sea. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship

Two young sailors sparred on deck while many other members of the unidentified ship’s crew gathered to watch
the boxing match. This unused, real photo World War I postcard view was taken by N. Moser, a New York area
photographer who took many photographs of U.S. Navy subjects in the first two decades of the Twentieth
Century. [WJC Photo]

World War 1 – The Great War – Life Aboard a Battleship

An honor guard composed of a squad of eight sailors with their squad leader behind them fire their rifles in
salute as the eight pallbearers at the upper left commit the body of a deceased comrade to the sea. A penciled
message on the reverse of this postally-unused World War I postcard view notes the following: Taken as the
guard was firing the three volleys over his grave so you see he was buried with military honors. BRB [WJC
Photo]
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Medical Care
for the
Injured and Wounded
Abroad
and at Home

World War I – The Great War – Caring for the Wounded
Picking Up the Severely
Wounded from Among the
Dead, France
These French soldiers have
improvised a stretcher out of a
number of sticks and are carrying a
fearfully mangled French soldier to
the dressing station. He is one of
those who just escaped death that
struck down the others that you can
see scattered over the plain. They
have heaped all his equipment on
the stretcher with him, his gas mask
in its metal container, his knapsack
and pack.
In the distance more searchers
are doing the same work, sorting out
the living and the dead and
salvaging the human wreckage, that
some of it might be made whole
again. This is a typical “after the
battle” scene.
The smoke has
cleared and a friendly fog with a
slight drizzle of rain is making the
horizon indistinct. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Caring for the Wounded
Bringing in the Wounded on
Stretchers Stiff and Bleared
with Blood,
ca. 1914-1918
A wounded man was treated
sometimes where he fell, the first aid
stations were only a few paces back
of the lines. Only a short distance
behind these were the casualty
clearing stations and advanced
hospitals where the major operative
work was carried out by surgical
specialists.
In the American Expeditionary
Forces five of every six men sent to
hospitals on account of wounds were
cured and returned to duty. For
every man killed in battle seven
were wounded and the battle losses
were twice as large as deaths from
disease. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Caring for the Wounded
Bringing the Wounded on
French Front After Battle
Ablain St. Nazaire,
ca. 1914-1915
After a great battle, “blessés,” as
the French call the wounded, lay by
thousands on the stricken field,
sometimes solitary and alone, again
in groups, one fallen upon the other.
Stretcher bearers sought them out
and bore them to the first aid
stations.
There, after hasty
cleansing of their wounds, they lay
in rows waiting transfer to the
ambulances.
Even while the battle raged
stretcher bearers brought in
wounded. Often they themselves
were stricken and the wounded men
suffered fresh agony as he was
dropped to the ground. The work of
the stretcher bearers was hazardous
in the extreme. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Caring for the Wounded
Taking Away the Wounded in
Motor Ambulance. (Somme.)
The wounded soldiers being so
carefully put in the motor
ambulance are more fortunate than
the soldiers who fought in many of
the previous wars. It was almost the
nineteenth century before any
special provision was made for
removing the wounded quickly from
the battlefield.
The modern
ambulance system was first used in
the Civil War. Today every nation of
any size has its ambulance system.
The French and German Ambulance
organizations follow the same lines.
They
consist
of
sanitary
detachments, field hospitals, flying
hospitals, hospital reserve depots,
committees for the transportation of
the sick, and railway hospitals.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Caring for the Wounded
Severely Wounded Being
Transferred to Hospital Ship
from Transport, Hoboken.
During the war thousands of our
soldiers who were severely wounded
in France were brought home to be
treated in our own hospitals.
No sooner did the great transport
tie up at the wharf than careful
hands carried these desperately
wounded men to the hospital ship,
from which they were transferred to
the hospital. The attitudes of the
doughboys who carry the wounded
man before us suggest something of
the solicitude they feel for him – for
here is a man who has been “over
the top.” In medical terms he is
what is known as a “basket case,” a
man so badly wounded that he
cannot be carried on a stretcher.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Caring for the Wounded
Wounded Soldier About to
Undergo Operation: Hospital
No. 5, New York
Anyone with a spark of feeling
must be impressed by a scene like
this. Here, in this fine hospital,
every care was lavished upon the
patient.
Near the front it was often kill or
cure; so many thousands waited the
surgeons’ hands. In rows they lay
upon the floor – he had no time for
the refinements of his profession.
The nurses worked to the limit of
human endurance. They hurried
from case to case and had little time
for gentle ministrations.
Here was to be found every
appliance of modern medical
science: operating rooms, X-Ray
rooms, dental offices, diet kitchens,
all coordinated to the single purpose
of restoring health. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Caring for the Wounded
Nursing Wounded Heroes Back
to Health, Convalescent
Hospital No. 5, New York
This hospital ward was one of ten
separate and complete hospital
organizations
that
made
up
Debarkation and Convalescent
Hospital Number 5, at the Grand
Central Palace, New York City. It
normally accommodated over 3,400
patients.
When the men were strong
enough to be sent on, they were sent
to hospitals as near as possible to
their own homes, and discharged
from there. Unless a man was so
unfortunate as to require some
special treatment for an injury,
which necessitated his being sent to
a particular hospital, such as the
one for shell-shocked in Washington,
this was practically the last step
toward home. [WJC Photo]
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The End of Hostilities
November 11, 1918
at 11:00 A.M.
and the Signing of the
Peace Treaty on
June 28, 1919

World War I – The Great War – Armistice Treaty, November 11, 1918

This postally-unused postcard view shows a busy street scene at Fontainebleau, France, complete with
celebrating uniformed men, townspeople and a horse-drawn cart. A handwritten message on back reads:
Fontainebleau on the signing of the armistice. The fellows with the holsters and straps on are all students of the
school. Photo taken from the balcony of the town hall. Les [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Pershing in Paris with French Generals
Joffre and Pershing in
Governor's Gardens, Paris
ca. 1918
“Papa” Joffre, as the French
affectionately called him, Marshal of
France and Commander-in-chief of
her armies in those fateful early
days of the war when everything
hung upon the right decision; and
General Pershing, “Black Jack”, as
the American soldiers dubbed him in
appreciation of his stern soldierly
qualities, Commander-in-chief of
our armies overseas.
By winning the battle of the
Marne, Marshal Joffre saved Paris
and in saving Paris saved France
and in all probability the world. By
driving the Germans from St. Mihiel,
and by the terrific force of his drive
in the Argonne, General Pershing
arrested the march of the victorious
German host and dealt the final
blow which led to its defeat. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Pershing in Paris with French Generals
Marshal Foch, General
Pershing, Madame Joffre,
Marshal Joffre, and General
Dubail, at Paris, ca. 1918
In the front row of this picture we
see
Marshal
Foch,
General
Pershing, Madame Joffre and her
distinguished husband, Marshal
Joffre, and General Dubail. It has
been said that France and
civilization were saved by the first
battle of the Marne and that
autocracy was destroyed in the
second battle of the Marne.
The first battle of the Marne was
won in September, 1914, by the
military genius and cooperation of
Foch and Joffre and by the bravery
of the French soldiers.
The second battle of the Marne
was won in July, 1918, by the
strategy of Foch and the hearty
cooperation of the Allied and
American
forces
under
his
command. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Treaty of Versailles, June 28, 1919

This unused postcard view shows President Woodrow Wilson standing in the doorway (under the “X”) at the
American Church in Paris, France. On January 8, 1918, Wilson made his famous Fourteen Points address,
introducing the idea of a League of Nations, an organization with a stated goal of helping to preserve territorial
integrity and political independence among large and small nations alike. In 1919 he spent six months in Paris
at the Peace Conference, working tirelessly to promote his plan. The charter of the proposed League of Nations
was incorporated into the conference's Treaty of Versailles, signed June 28, 1919. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Treaty of Versailles, June 28, 1919
Clemenceau, Wilson and Lloyd
George leaving Palace of
Versailles after Signing Peace
Treaty, June 29, 1919
Clemenceau, “the Tiger of
France,” is in the foreground, on the
left, an indomitable spirit, who kept
alive the spirit of France in her
darkest days; Lloyd George, Prime
Minister of England, the son of a
Welsh miner, who rose from the
humblest beginnings to the position
of the greatest influence in the
British Empire, is the man shaking
hands at the right.
President
Wilson, educator, governor, and
finally president of the greatest and
most powerful republic in the world,
we recognize at a glance.
These men have just come from a
momentous occasion – the signing of
the Peace Treaty at Versailles.
[WJC Photo]
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Returning Home
Aboard Ship,
Celebrations
and
Parades

World War I – The Great War – Welcoming “Yanks” Back from France
Uncle Sam and John Bull Again
Fast Friends – Yankee Troops in
London, ca. 1918
American troops, fully equipped,
with banners flying, are marching
through the streets of London on
their way home from France.
London is in holiday attire for the
occasion; flags fly, bright streamers
stretch from pole to pole,
applauding crowds throng the
sidewalks.
Our troops are marching with
fixed bayonets through the broad
clean streets of the great city. They
have just passed the House of
Parliament whose splendid tower is
one of the finest architectural
glories of London. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Doughboys Ready to Sail for Home
Some of Our Two Million
Fighters Ready for Home,
Brest, France
These hundreds of men in their
slickers and web belts have passed
through the rigorous routine of the
embarkation camp which is located
two or three miles beyond that high
wall in the distance and are now
tramping for the last time down the
principal streets of Brest, past the
drug store and the little retail shops
to the piers where they will board
the ferry boats that carry the troops
from the land to the transports at
anchor in the harbor.
By their flag you recognize them
as a part of a regiment of field
artillery. Their guns and all excess
equipment have been turned in at
the army bases, leaving them with
light packs – and light hearts. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Homeward Bound Doughboys
“We Licked the Kaiser and Are
on Our Way to Good Old
U.S.A.”, ca. 1918
The smiles on the faces of every
one of these men on the deck of this
transport seem to spell the thought
that must have been uppermost in
their minds, “home.” They have
been over-seas, enduring hardships
of the battle lines, rest camps and
countless inspections, but now –
nothing is evident but an allpervading cheerfulness. – They have
just come from one of the
embarkation ports in France where
the United States army officials
established rest camps, Brest, St.
Nazaire and Bordeaux.
Later
Marseilles and Le Havre were added
as embarkation ports in order to use
Italian and French liners to bring
some of the troops back. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Homeward Bound Doughboys
Ready for the Abandon Ship
Drill; U.S. Soldiers with Life
Belts Adjusted
Every day and sometimes twice a
day, even on a homeward bound
ship such as we are looking at here,
the men were assembled for
“abandon ship” drill, or, as it was
more grimly called in the war days
when they were eastward bound,
“submarine drill.” The purpose of
the drill was to teach the men to
“man the lifeboats” with the least
confusion and in the shortest
possible time in case of disaster to
the ship.
On the way over the men were
required to wear their life belts
constantly, both day and night; on
the return voyage they usually
donned them only for the drill but
kept them constantly close at hand.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Homeward Bound Doughboys

This unused, real photo World War I postcard view, dating to about 1918, shows a close-up view of soldiers
milling around the crowded deck of an unidentified troop ship with the caption “We have been over, Now we’re
going home!” written in script. The war was over and these doughboys were eager to return to their families and
friends. Note the wool garrison caps. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Homeward Bound Doughboys

The decks of the U.S.S. North Carolina were filled with soldiers en route home at the end of World War I. From
December 1918 though July 1919, the cruiser brought men of the American Expeditionary Force home from
Europe. N. Moser, a New York area photographer, took many photographs of U.S. Navy subjects. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Homeward Bound Doughboys

Dated May 16, 1919, this unused, real photo World War I postcard shows infantry and casual troops boarding the
U.S.S. Huntington, in Brest, France. The soldiers in this close-up view of the ship’s decks were carrying their
duffle bags and more on their backs as they eagerly anticipated the trip home. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Celebrating the End of the War

New York City in Wild Celebration as Germany Signs Armistice – The Arch of Victory, Paris [WJC Photos]

World War I – The Great War – Celebrating the End of the War
These two postally-unused postcard
views show an ornately-decorated
Model T Runabout with wire
wheels, ready for a parade
celebrating the end of World War I –
Armistice Day – November 11,
1918. A notation on back in pencil
reads:
Armist Day…Florence
Watson won first prize in parade on
day of end of First World War. Bell
on back in box upstairs closet. L.W.
[WJC Photo]

Paper streamers, bows and flowers
covered the hood, fenders, doors
and trunk of the vehicle. A figure
of a soldier appears to be standing
at the right on the trunk, and a
tripod of rifles appears at the left.
There is no indication of where
Florence Watson, the first-prize
winner in the local parade, lived.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Homeward Bound Doughboys
Hail to the Heroes – Returning
Troops on March Enroute to
Camp After Leaving Transport,
New York Harbor
New York City has done all in her
power to give the returning heroes
the welcome they deserved. Of
course, the welcome culminated in
the big parade on March 25th, but
every transport as it has come in has
had its share. Both sides of the
street are lined with people who
have come to give a personal
greeting, in addition to the greeting
of the city.
Although many soldiers have
been welcomed into New York, a
large number have also come in
through the other ports on our
Atlantic coast. In each case the men
have been made welcome and many
scenes like this are enacted again
and again. Whenever a transport
arrives it is always “Hail to the
Heroes!” [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Celebrating the End of the War
Victory Arch and Triumphal
Procession of New York's
Famous 27th Division
New York City, March 25, 1919
The Victory Arch, through which
these men are marching, was erected
to honor the men who returned from
overseas duty and paraded through
New York City before being
demobilized. It also commemorates
those men who sailed overseas and
never returned, as the arch was
inscribed with the names of all
places from which American
soldiers came and all places where
they fought in Europe.
The arch was made of plaster,
and after the period for parades was
over, it was taken down. Through
the archway can be seen the Victory
Columns, on which are hung the
various weapons used by the 27th
Division. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Celebrating the End of the War
General Pershing Mounted on
Horse which was Presented as a
Gift, Washington, D.C.
September 17, 1919
Before us, on this beautiful horse
presented by patriotic admirers, sits
General Pershing, commander-inchief of the American forces, “Black
Jack” as the soldiers call him.
This is the man who hurried to
Marshal Foch on the 28th day of
March, 1918, when the allied cause
seemed lost; when in seven days the
Germany horde had advanced thirty
miles on the road to Paris and was
still piling onward, a human
avalanche.
And this is the man who later,
when the time was ripe, insisted
upon the concentration of American
troops under American leaders, and
their employment as a separate unit.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Celebrating the End of the War

Ranks of sailors marched down the street in front of the Charles River Trust Company, probably in Medway,
Massachusetts, in this unused World War 1 era postcard view. Wearing peacoats, high, white leggings and white
hats, the sailors marched between the free-standing Charles River Trust Company clock and the trolley tracks
imbedded in the roadway. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Celebrating the End of the War

These soldiers and sailors were marching north on South Stephenson Avenue, Iron Mountain, Michigan, past the
100 and 200 blocks, possibly at the end of World War I after the signing of Peace Treaty in June 28, 1919. Note
the large number of early automobiles and the lack of any structures on the west side of the street. The
Kingsford Motor Car Company garage is visible at the south end of the 100 block, helping date the photograph.
The Chapin Mining Company shops are visible in the distance beyond the 100 block. [Menominee Range
Historical Foundation Museum Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Celebrating the End of the War
Sousa’s Famous Marine Band
Playing on the South Steps of
the Treasury Building,
Washington, D.C.
The United States Marine Band,
established by an act of Congress on
July 11, 1798, is the oldest of the
United States military bands and the
oldest
professional
musical
organization in the United States.
The Marine Band is uniquely
known as "The President's Own"
because of its historic connection to
the President. In 1801 Thomas
Jefferson initiated the tradition of
Marine Band performances by
requesting that it perform at his
inauguration. The Marine Band has
played at every U.S. presidential
inauguration since.
John Philip Sousa assumed
leadership of the Marine Band in
1880 and remained as its conductor
until 1892. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Celebrating the End of the War
A Happy Reunion for Homecoming Soldier Fathers.
Here are some of the men who
stopped the German in his tracks.
Now they are home again, among
those loved ones, the gloomy days in
France a fading dream. In happy
reunion they stand, proud fathers of
babes born during the war – on the
left, the American doughboy, the
finest type of fighting man the world
has ever seen; to the right, the
gallant officer who led him and who
shared his perils, hardships and
triumphs. By them stand the wives
who bravely, yet in fear and
trembling, sent them forth.
The pleasure the men feel in
being once again in their home
town, among friends and kindred, is
reflected in their faces. Through
many weary months they have
looked forward to this hour. [WJC
Photo]
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Final Resting Places
for
Those Who Died
and the
Unknown Soldier

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
Searching the Ruins
Somewhere in France,
ca. 1914-1918
Before us lie all that shot and
shell have left of a peaceful village.
The Germans have passed by; the
Hun has left his mark. Church and
dwelling are involved in common
ruin. Even the trees are shattered
and shell torn.
French soldiers are searching the
ruins to inter the dead and to
recover what they can of value.
In their retreat before the British
in 1917 the Germans laid waste to
thousands of acres of fair and
smiling farmland.
Houses were
burned, fruit trees cut down, and
stately shade trees lining the roads
were sawed off. The very roads
were torn up and destroyed. As far
as the eye could see, all was
desolation. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
“T’was messy, that bit of a
fight” – Dead Germans Amidst
Wire Entanglements
The painstaking care of the
Germans is evidenced in this stone
and steel defense which they erected
to ward off the attacks of the Allies.
Those horizontal lines on the sides
of the wall are the marks of the
boards with which the Germans
built the mold before pouring in the
concrete around the girders and Ibeams of steel which were added to
give the redoubt extra strength.
Just behind that post you can see
one of the defenders, fallen forward
on his face with his arm over his
head as though he tried to ward off
the missile that killed him. Near him
is another tangled in the strands of
barbed wire that literally covered
every foot of ground near the
defense positions of both the Allies
and the Germans. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
This unused, real photo World War I era postcard is
simply identified as “Near Verdun.” A damaged trench
containing the body of a dead soldier was surrounded by a
desolate battlefield landscape.
The Battle of Verdun was fought from February 21
through December 18, 1916 on the Western Front
between the German and French armies, on hills north of
Verdun-sur-Meuse in north-eastern France.
The concentration of so much fighting in such a small
area devastated the land, resulting in miserable conditions
for troops on both sides.
Rain combined with the constant tearing up of the
ground turned the clay of the area to a wasteland of mud
full of human remains.
Shell craters became filled with a liquid ooze,
becoming so slippery that troops who fell into them or
took cover in them could drown.
Forests were reduced to tangled piles of wood by
constant artillery-fire and eventually obliterated. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
His Last Fight – “See He Lies,
Death Staring from His Eyes” –
Somewhere in France,
ca. 1914-1918
Whether he is British, French or
German cannot be told for his
helmet has been lost in the battle
and there are no identifying marks
on his uniform, but you can see that
when death came he was not
fighting the enemy.
Instead he waged a battle for life
against an avalanche of concrete
and beams that huge shells had
dislodged and shattered. His legs
were caught in the debris of timbers
and stone in the pool of water
beneath the doorway.
In his last desperate attempts to
free himself, he had thrown aside his
pack and equipment so that he might
use his arms better, but the odds
were against him. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
Proud Men of the North Who
Fought on Flanders' Fields,
ca. 1917-1918
On this shell-torn waste, pitted
and pimpled by high explosives, with
the barbed wire curling dangerously
around, and the blackened stumps of
trees rising here and there, we see
the fallen flower of Scotia’s
manhood.
Statistics show that the losses of
those famous Scotch regiments were
among the very heaviest.
The
Germans spoke of the Scotch as the
“Ladies from Hell” because of their
fierceness in attack and their
bravery under fire, alluding also to
their peculiar attire.
The French loved them, and a
story is told of a tribe of Afghans
who, wishing to show unflinching
valor under fire, dressed in kilts and
marched to the tune of improvised
bagpipes. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
And the Trench Was a Reeking
Shambles, La Bassee Area,
France, ca. 1918
To the door of this dugout came a
huge shell, exploded and left the
hole to fill with water. Later came
these soldiers seeking safety from
the hurricane of fire with which the
British enveloped their lines. Then
came death from gas, which stifled
their breath and burned their bodies,
making them lose their senses.
Their packs are lying on the side of
the hole, cast off as useless in the
fight against the invisible foe. Near
the head of the man lying at the edge
of the pool is one of the German
cartridge boxes, three little leather
cases, each of which holds a number
of clips of rifle cartridges.
The soldiers who have been in
France and around places of this
kind say that the stench from a hole
like this can infest a whole region
about it. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead

This German soldier, slumped forward in a foxhole with his helmet between his arms and head, is an
unidentified casualty of the war. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
Sacrificed on the Altar of
German Militarism, The Arrival
of the Dead at the Military
Cemetery, Villers au Bois,
France
History will point the accusing
finger in shame and remind the
world of the four years of barbarism
during
which
time
German
brutishness ravished the homes and
sacrificed human life by wholesale
slaughter. No triumphs of war, nor
the scorn of accusing generations,
can quite cure the heartache of
mothers, wives, and children who
lost loved ones on the battlefields.
France sent private information
of the death of a soldier to his family
but did not tell where he was buried.
Neither
France
nor
Russia
published lists of the dead and
wounded. Both England and the
United States published such lists.
[WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
“And Now We Lie in Flanders’
Fields,” Cemetery,
Vallee Foulon, France
Northern France is dotted with
cemeteries like the one in this sad
and desolate country before us,
graves of heroes who died in a noble
cause. One sees them everywhere,
as he travels over the battlefields.
Sometimes there are but few graves,
marked by simple pieces of board,
perhaps bearing a few wild flowers,
the simple tribute of the peasantry.
Sometimes a line of wooden crosses,
a score or so; sometimes, hundreds
and hundreds of them.
The cemeteries in France mark
not the graves of all who fell in that
terrible war. Unknown thousands
lie in common graves unmarked by
so much as a simple board. They lie
buried under tons of earth,
upheaved by high explosives. [WJC
Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead
The American Cemetery at
Belleau Wood.
Year by year since the war closed
this resting place of our American
dead on the gentle hill slope just to
the east of Belleau Wood is being
more carefully beautified. We see it
here soon after it was laid out, the
graves bearing wooden crosses
which will eventually give place to
more permanent stone markers.
Better known, perhaps, to the
American public in general than any
other of our cemeteries in France,
this one at Belleau Wood will be a
place of pilgrimage for untold
thousands
of
Americans
of
generations yet to come. There they
will
always
find
American
caretakers, and the Stars and Stripes
floating over the graves, borne up
by the breezes of a foreign but a
deeply friendly land. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead

A squad of soldiers carrying their full gear marched through an unidentified cemetery, possibly following the
funeral and interment of a fallen comrade in this unused World War I era postcard view. They follow flag bearer
to the cadence of two drummers at the far left. Civilians are visible at the far right. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – Final Resting Places for War Dead

Probably dating from the World War I era, this unused postcard view shows an Navy honor guard at the rear of
an ornately-carved hearse with its rear doors opened preparing to remove the casket of a fallen comrade. The
band at the far left plays and other sailors hold floral arrangements to be placed on the grave. [WJC Photo]

World War I – The Great War – The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
“Back to the Home Land,”
Removing the Casket of
America’s Unknown Soldier
from the Olympia, Washington,
D.C.
For him, our Unknown Soldier, it
is all over; the sadness of parting
from loved ones, the long ocean
voyage, the grind of the training
camps, the weary marches to the
front, the roar of the barrage, and
then that last blinding flash of a
descending shell which shattered his
poor body and left him, dead and
unknown, on the field of battle. This
nameless hero of ours is being borne
home with the highest honors of the
Nation to sleep forever in the great
National Cemetery at Arlington, Va.,
as the type and symbol of the
thousands of other American lads
similarly slain on the poppied
[poppy-covered] fields of France.
[WJC Photo]

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
Arlington National Cemetery, Washington, D.C.
1 – On March 4, 1921, the
United
States
Congress
approved the burial of an
unidentified
American
serviceman from World War I
in the plaza of the new
Memorial Amphitheater.
On Memorial Day, 1921,
four unknown servicemen
were exhumed from four
World War I American
cemeteries in France. U.S.
Army Sgt. Edward
F.
Younger, who was wounded
in combat, highly decorated
for valor and received the
Distinguished Service Cross
in "The Great War,” selected
the Unknown of World War I
from four identical caskets at
the city hall in Châlons-enChampagne,
France,
on
October 24, 1921.

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
Arlington National Cemetery, Washington, D.C.
2 – Younger selected the
World War I Unknown by
placing a spray of white roses
on one of the caskets. He
chose the third casket from
the left.
The chosen
Unknown was transported to
the United States aboard the
USS
Olympia.
Those
remaining were interred in the
Meuse Argonne Cemetery,
France.
The World War I Unknown
lay in state in the Capitol
Rotunda from his arrival in
the United States until
Armistice Day, 1921. On
November 11, 1921, President
Warren G. Harding officiated
at the interment ceremonies at
the Memorial Amphitheater at
Arlington National Cemetery.

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
Arlington National Cemetery, Washington, D.C.

The white marble sarcophagus has a flat-faced form and is
relieved at the corners and along the sides by neo-classical
pilasters set into the surface. Sculpted into the east panel that faces
Washington, D.C., are three Greek figures representing Peace,
Victory, and Valor.

World War I – The Great War – The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

The six wreaths carved into the north and south of the tomb represent six major battles of World War I:
Ardennes, Belleau Wood, Château-Thierry, Meuse-Argonne, Oise-Aisne and Somme.
The Tomb sarcophagus was placed at the head of the grave of the World War I Unknown. West of this
grave are the crypts of Unknowns from World War II (south) and Korea (north). Between the two lies a crypt
that once contained an Unknown from Vietnam (middle). His remains were positively identified in 1998
through DNA testing as First Lieutenant Michael Blassie, United States Air Force, and were removed. Those
three graves are marked with white marble slabs flush with the plaza.

World War I – The Great War – The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

The Tomb of the Unknowns was guarded only during daylight hours from 1926 until 1937, but has been
guarded continuously, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, since July 2, 1937. Inclement weather does not cause the
watch to cease.

World War I – The Great War – The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

The soldier walks 21 steps across the Tomb. This alludes to the three volleys, which is the highest honor
given to any military or foreign dignitary in America. His weapon is always on the shoulder opposite the
Tomb (i.e., on the side of the gallery watching the ritual). On the 21st step, the soldier turns and faces the
Tomb for 21 seconds. The soldier then turns to face the other way across the Tomb and changes his weapon to
the outside shoulder. After 21 seconds, the first step is repeated.
During the day in summer months from April 1 to September 30, the guard is changed every half hour.
During the winter months, from October 1 to March 31, the guard is changed every hour. After the cemetery
closes to the public, the guard is changed every two hours until the cemetery reopens.
The mat is usually replaced twice per year – before Memorial Day and before Veterans Day.

World War I – The Great War – The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
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Armistice Day,
Now Called
Veterans’ Day,
November 11
“Lest We Forget!”

WARS AND CONFLICTS FOUGHT BY OUR VETERANS
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR
April 19, 1775 – October 19, 1782
Casualties: Unknown (estimated 50,000)
THE WAR OF 1812
June 18, 1812 – December 24, 1814
Casualties: Unknown (estimated 25,000)
THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR
May 8, 1846 – February 2, 1848
Casualties: 13,283
THE CIVIL WAR
April 12, 1861 – April 9, 1865
Casualties (Union): 364,511
Casualties (Confederacy): estimated 260,000
THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR
April 21, 1898 – December 10, 1898
Casualties: 2,446
THE MEXICAN EXPEDITION
March 14, 1916 – February 7, 1917
Casualties: more than 35
THE GREAT WAR – WORLD WAR I
August 1,1914 (April 6, 1917) – November 11,
1918 (June 28, 1919)
Casualties: 116,516

•

•

•

•

•

•

WORLD WAR II
September 1,1939 (January 1, 1942 – U.N.;
December 12, 1941 – Japan) – May 8, 1945 – VE Day; August 15, 1945 – V-J Day
Casualties: 405,399
THE KOREAN WAR
June 27, 1950 – July 27, 1953
Casualties: 53,686
THE VIETNAM WAR
January 6-8, 1965 – January 27, 1973 (April 30,
1975 – fall of Saigon)
Casualties: 58,209
THE PERSIAN GULF WAR (DESERT
STORM)
1990-1991
Casualties: 382
WAR ON TERROR/AFGHANISTAN
September 11, 2001 – Present
Casualties (War on Terror): 5,796
Casualties (Afghanistan): 1,366
IRAQ WAR (IRAQI FREEDOM)
2003-2010
Casualties: 4,430

A Brief History of Veterans’ Day – 1
President Woodrow Wilson first proclaimed an
Armistice Day for November 11, 1919.
In
proclaiming the holiday, he said:

“To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day
will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those
who died in the country's service and with gratitude
for the victory, both because of the thing from which it
has freed us and because of the opportunity it has
given America to show her sympathy with peace and
justice in the councils of the nations.”
The United States Congress passed a concurrent
resolution seven years later on June 4, 1926,
requesting that then President Calvin Coolidge issue
another proclamation to observe November 11 with
appropriate ceremonies. An Act approved May 13,
1938, made the 11th of November in each year a legal
holiday – “a day to be dedicated to the cause of world
peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as
‘Armistice Day’.”

A Brief History of Veterans’ Day – 2
In 1953, an Emporia, Kansas, shoe store owner
named Alfred King had the idea to expand Armistice
Day to celebrate all veterans, not just those who died
in World War 1. King had been actively involved with
the American War Dads during World War 2. He
began a campaign to turn Armistice Day into "All"
Veterans Day. With the help of U.S. Representative Ed
Rees, also from Emporia, a bill for the holiday was
pushed through Congress. President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signed it into law on May 26, 1954.
Congress amended this act on June 1, 1954,
replacing "Armistice" with "Veterans," and it has been
known as Veterans Day ever since.

Remember the Veterans When You See Poppies – 1
November 11 is celebrated not only as
Armistice Day and Veterans Day, but is also
know as Remembrance Day in Canada.
Canadian physician and Lieutenant Colonel
John McCrae, born November 30, 1872, is
believed to have written “In Flanders Fields,”
perhaps the most famous poem of the era, on
May 3, 1915, after witnessing the death of his
friend, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, 22 years old,
the day before and presiding over Helmer’s
funeral.
By most accounts it was written in his
notebook and later rejected by McCrae. Ripped
out of his notebook, it was rescued by a fellow
officer, Francis Alexander Scrimger, and was
first published anonymously on December 8,
1915 in the London-based magazine Punch, but
the index to that year named McCrae as the
author.
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae (1872-1918)

Remember the Veterans When You See Poppies – 2
The poppies referred to in the poem grew in
profusion in Flanders in the disturbed earth of
the battlefields and cemeteries where war
casualties were buried, and thus became a
symbol of Remembrance Day.
McCrae died of pneumonia and meningitis on
January 28, 1918. He was buried with full
military honors in Wimereaux Cemetery. His
grave is simply marked, but always adorned with
poppies and poppy wreaths.

Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae (1872-1918)

In Flanders Fields
by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
To you from failing hands we throw
Loved and were loved, and now we lie, The torch; be yours to hold it high.
In Flanders fields.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Flanders Field American Cemetery and Memorial
Waregem, Belgium

Covering just six acres, the Flanders Field Cemetery is the smallest permanent American military cemetery in
Europe and the only American World War I cemetery in Belgium. The Belgian Government granted perpetual
use of the land to the United States free of charge or taxation to express its gratitude for the sacrifices of
American soldiers in World War I.

Frank Woodruff Buckles
Last United States World War 1 Veteran (February 1, 1901 – February 27, 2011)

Frank W. Buckles, aged 16, enlisted in the
Army on August 14, 1917, having lied to a
number of recruiters about his age.

Frank, pictured above in May of 2008 when he received an
American flag during Memorial Day activities at the National
World War I Museum in Kansas City, Missouri, died at the age of
110, the last verified American who served in World War I.
During the war Buckles served in England and France, driving
ambulances and motorcycles for the Army's 1st Fort Riley Casual
Detachment, achieving the rank of corporal.

Where Have All the Flowers Gone
Words and Music by Pete Seeger
Where have all the flowers gone?
Long time passing
Where have all the flowers gone?
Long time ago
Where have all the flowers gone?
Girls have picked them every one
When will they ever learn?
When will they ever learn?
Where have all the young girls gone?
Long time passing
Where have all the young girls gone?
Long time ago
Where have all the young girls gone?
Taken husbands every one
When will they ever learn?
When will they ever learn?
Where have all the young men gone?
Long time passing
Where have all the young men gone?
Long time ago

Where have all the young men gone?
Gone for soldiers every one
When will they ever learn?
When will they ever learn?
Where have all the soldiers gone?
Long time passing
Where have all the soldiers gone?
Long time ago
Where have all the soldiers gone?
Gone to graveyards every one
When will they ever learn?
When will they ever learn?
Where have all the graveyards gone?
Long time passing
Where have all the graveyards gone?
Long time ago
Where have all the graveyards gone?
Covered with flowers every one
When will we ever learn?
When will we ever learn?

THE END

