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Michigan Place Names:  The History of the 
Founding and the Naming of More Than 
Five Thousand Past and Present 
Michigan Communities by Walter 
Romig, L.H.D., Wayne State University, 
Detroit, 1986, pages 262-263 

 
HERMANSVILLE, Menominee County; in 
1878, Charles J.L. Meyer, a Wisconsin 
lumberman, bought land here, built a mill 
and began a town which he named for his 
younger son, Herman; it became the 
headquarters of the Wisconsin Land & 
Lumber Company which he organized in 
1883; it is in Meyer Township, which had 
been named for him; Herman P. Meyer 
became the first postmaster on Dec. 9, 
1878; given a station on the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad in 1880. 

 
HISTORY OF HERMANSVILLE 

 
The village of Hermansville was founded 

in 1878, when C.J.L. Meyer, of Fond du 
Lac, Wisconsin, started a saw and shingle 
mill for the purpose of sawing up the pine 
and cedar timber on lands purchased by 
him.  Meyer operated this mill until 1883, 
sending most of the product to Fond du Lac 
to stock his sash and door factory. 

In 1883, Meyer organized the Wisconsin 
Land & Lumber Company which acquired 
the mill and landholdings, he being the 
principle stockholder.  In 1886 and 1887 the 
company began plans and experiments to 
utilize their hardwood timber.  Up to this 
time there had been little, if any, hardwood 
cut and practically no maple had been used 
for flooring. 

In the early stages of manufacture of 
maple flooring, it was customary to match 
the lumber as well as possible with the 
machines then on the market, and after it 
was laid to traverse and cross plane it to 
bring it to a uniform surface.  That was not 

only very tedious, hard work, but was too 
expensive to admit of its general use. 

The machinery developed for the hard 
rock maple of the Upper Peninsula 
developed so many defects that flooring 
shipped in long strips had to be cut into 
short pieces when laid and a large 
percentage thrown away. 

The idea was conceived of cutting out 
all the defects at the factory and shipping 
nothing but clear or serviceable flooring, all 
of which could be used. 

As no machinery was then made that 
would successfully work the hard rock 
maple, a series of experiments in machine 
building was undertaken which resulted in 
the special machinery used to produce the 
justly celebrated IXL flooring.  All the 
difficulties of uneven matching were 
overcome and these machines produced a 
flooring whose uniformity of machine work 
had not been equaled by any other make. 

In 1887 the company built a second 
sawmill and commenced the erection of a 
large maple flooring factory.   

In 1889 the company became involved 
in the failure of C.J.L. Meyer at Fond du Lac 
and Chicago and for two years was in the 
hands of an assignee for the benefit of its 
creditors.  But in 1892 a settlement with the 
creditors was made and the property 
returned to the Wisconsin Land & Lumber 
Company, who operated it during the 
following three or four years under 
considerable difficulty until about 1896. 

Up to this time the Company was 
operating under the laws of Wisconsin, but 
in 1900 the present organization was 
effected under the laws of Michigan with a 
capital stock of $1,000,000 fully paid in.  Dr. 
George W. Earle acquired practically all the 
bonds and stock of the Wisconsin Land & 
Lumber Company and its progress grew 
steadily upward from that point. 

The Company owned over 60,000 acres 
of land, which was selected for its 
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hardwood timber, much of which was uncut, 
besides controlling much additional 
stumpage.  They could readily see a supply 
for their mills for twenty-five years to come. 

In addition to the celebrated IXL maple 
and birch flooring, the Company handled all 
the pine, hemlock, tamarack and cedar 
timber, cedar posts, poles and pilings, 
spruce and hemlock pulpwood  that grew 
on the land they cut each year. 

These amounted to an enormous traffic.  
Over ten thousand cars were loaded for 
shipment and received loaded with logs and 
other forest products each year. 

The Company owned practically all the 
buildings in the village and took pride in 
keeping the village clean, and beautifying 
the grounds.  They planted over four 
hundred shade trees and endeavored in 
every way to make the village attractive to 
their employees and a credit to the county. 

The Company began selling their lands 
to settlers after the timber had been 
removed, and had settled two hundred 
families.  These lands were in most 
instances sold for small payments spread 
over a long period of time. 
[Information from the IXL Historical 
Museum, Hermansville, Michigan, Website]   
 

THE IXL HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 
The building was the original office and 

headquarters for the Wisconsin Land & 
Lumber Company, a company founded by 
German-born cabinetmaker Charles J. L. 
Meyer.  In the mid-nineteenth century, 
Meyer had established a factory in Fond du 
Lac, Wisconsin, making wooden sashes, 
doors, and blinds.  In 1878, to acquire pine 
for his factory, Meyer began buying land in 
Menominee County, Michigan.  In 1881-
1882, Meyer moved company operations 
out of Fond du Lac into Michigan, and built 
the company's headquarters at the current 
site in Hermansville.  Meyer continued 

purchasing land, and eventually the 
company owned nearly 100,000 acres 
spread out over eight counties.  

However, the company had 
overextended itself, and in 1890 the 
tightening credit market and reduction in 
sales forced Meyer to sell some of the 
company's assets.  Most of the pine had 
been cut on Wisconsin Land & Lumber 
Company's holdings, and the company was 
forced to begin producing hardwood 
flooring.   Wisconsin Land & Lumber 
Company is particularly noted for the firm's 
early interest in using hardwoods and for its 
development of machinery used to make 
flooring. 

The firm's flooring was called “IXL,” a 
derivative of the words “I excel” which was 
the company's philosophy about the 
superior quality of their product.  Every 
piece of flooring was stamped with the 
letters “IXL” inside a circle.  

Unfortunately, the introduction of 
hardwood flooring was not an immediate 
success, and the company began falling 
apart.  At the same time, Meyer suffered a 
brain hemorrhage from a riding accident 
which left him confused and unable to cope 
with running the company.  Meyer's son-in-
law, Dr. George Washington Earle, took 
over operation of the company.  

George Washington Earle was born in 
Truxton, New York, in 1849.  In 1851, his 
family moved to Huntley, Illinois, and when 
he was only ten years old George left home 
on his own.  He hired out on a Wisconsin 
farm owned by Dr. Rollin S. Wooster in 
1860, and in 1863 moved with Wooster to 
Iowa.  Earle attended school, and 
eventually acquired enough education that 
he became a schoolteacher.  However, he 
was unsatisfied, and in 1868 returned to 
New York and began doing piecework in a 
sash and door factory, continuing until he 
had saved enough money to attend medical 
college.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fond_du_Lac,_Wisconsin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fond_du_Lac,_Wisconsin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menominee_County,_Michigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truxton,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huntley,_Illinois
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In 1872, Earle graduated from Buffalo 
Medical College, receiving his diploma from 
Millard Fillmore.  He moved to Tully, New 
York, and began a medical practice, which 
over the next 17 years he built into a large 
and prosperous business. 

In 1886, Earle took a month’s-long trip 
to Europe, where he met Emma Meyer, 
Charles Meyer's daughter.  They were 
married in 1888, and in 1889 Earle decided 
to retire from the rigors of practicing 
medicine, and moved with his wife to 
Michigan. 

Earle invested a considerable amount of 
his savings in his father-in-law's business, 
and was made a vice-president of 
Wisconsin Land & Lumber only months 
before the 1890 financial crash.  With the 
other directors unable or unwilling to steer 
the company, the crash and Meyer's 
incapacitation forced Earle to take over the 
company's operations.  

Earle renegotiated with the company's 
creditors, raised new loans, and cut 
expenses to keep the company afloat.  He 
bought up some of the company's debt 
personally and reorganized the business.  
Earle also promoted the company's IXL 
maple flooring, just in time for an upswing in 
demand. 

Wisconsin Land & Lumber Company 
developed a tongue in groove process 
which lead to the company being the United 
States' largest hardwood floor producer at 
one time.  The IXL logo became an industry 
benchmark, with architects specifying “IXL 
or equivalent” in contracts.  

With the increase in demand for 
hardwood flooring, the company prospered.  
The last of the company's debt was finally 
retired in 1910.  When timbered land 
became too expensive to purchase, Earle 
began buying logs from small jobbers.  
Earle remained at the helm of the company 
until his death in 1923, when control passed 
to his two sons, G. Edward and Stewart 

Harold Earle.  The site in Hermansville 
remained the firm's headquarters until the 
death of the last of Meyer's grandsons in 
1978.  

The IXL Historical Museum is a 
historic office building, residence, and 
museum complex in Hermansville, 
Michigan.  The main building was 
constructed as the headquarters for the 
Wisconsin Land & Lumber Company before 
it became a museum.  The museum was 
organized in 1982, and the main building, 
also known as the Wisconsin Land & 
Lumber Company Office, was designated 
a Michigan State Historic Site in 1973 and 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1991. 

 
The main building contains artifacts from 

the nineteenth century with minimal 
changes from the twentieth or twenty-first 
century.  The structure is a two-story, wood-
framed building with a T-shaped plan.  The 
exterior is sheathed with clapboard siding, 
which is divided by horizontal and vertical 
stick work aligned with the windows on the 
front and sides, as well as diagonal stick 
work on the gables.  Open triangular 
brackets support the eaves.  Entrance 
doors on the front and side are accessed 
through small gabled porches.  The rear of 
the building is sheathed with simple 
clapboard siding, with minimal 
ornamentation.  

The building holds documents from the 
company which the public can view.  Other 
items in the building include crank 
telephones, oak desks, dictaphones, 
inkwells, and adding machines.  The 
paymaster's office is located near an 
entrance; workers were paid in company 
scrip which they could use to purchase 
items from the company store.  The second 
story of the building was a residence.  

The company built the town and the 
workers’ houses until it sold them off after 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Medical_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Medical_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millard_Fillmore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tully,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tully,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tongue_in_groove_joint
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermansville,_Michigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictaphone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scrip
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company_store
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World War II. Other buildings still in the 
museum complex include a company 
house, the farm produce warehouse for the 
Wisconsin Land & Lumber Company, and a 
restored train depot. 
[Wikipedia] 
 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume X, Number 4 
[Saturday, December 28, 1878], page 3, 
column 3 

 

HERMANSVILLE. 
Is the name of the new post-office just 

established at the new saw-mill location 
of C.J.L. Myers [sic – Meyer,] Esq., the 
great sash, door and blind manufacturer, of 
Fond du Lac and Chicago.  The 
improvements placed there already are 
very substantial, consisting of the mill which 
is now inclosed [sic – enclosed], a large 
and handsome boarding house and a 
general store, besides other buildings; the 
whole of which has been mentioned before 
in our columns.  Everything wears an air of 
permanence and substantiability [sic] which 
characterize all the operations of that 
gentleman.  We hear it rumored that there 
is a possibility of Mr. Myers [sic – Meyer] 
removing his blast furnace from Fond du 
Lac and rebuilding it at his new town.  The 
site would certainly be a good one, as it is 
in a fair hardwood region and is close to the 
mines. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume X, Number 21 
[Saturday, April 26, 1879], page 3, 
column 5 

 
POWERS. – Items furnished by 
“CRUISER.” 
 We have for some time past been 
favored with very fine weather. 
 Our village is about to receive three 
additional buildings, and is just in receipt of 

four “bran new” baby girls.  Who dares to 
assert that we are not an enterprising 
community? 
 The gravel train going north on 
Saturday evening last, ran over and killed 
two head of cattle at Section 45 gravel 
pit. 
 A party of our fun loving citizens took in 
Hermansville last Saturday evening; the 
result being a dance and altogether a 
general good time.  The party, however, 
dispersed before the dawning of the 
Sabbath day. 

Business bids fair to more than usually 
brisk in this locality the coming summer and 
all that is now wanting is a few enterprising 
farmers to come this way and till some of 
the excellent farming lands which surround 
us on all points. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume X, Number 24 
[Saturday, May 17, 1879], page 2, 
columns 2-3 

 
HERMANSVILLE. 

The new saw-mill erected last winter by 
Mr. C.J.L. Meyer at Hermansville, is now 
running and giving good satisfaction to its 
owner and builder.  It is located about 24 
miles west of Escanaba, in the heart of a 
large tract of timber owned by Mr. Meyer to 
whom the little town of Hermansville is also 
owed its origin.  The saw mill, which was 
built under the veteran sash and door 
maker’s personal supervision, contains one 
circular with its various appurtances [sic – 
appurtenances], lath and shingle 
machinery.  It is capable of cutting 50,000 
feet of lumber and 100,000 shingles per 
day.  Dry kilns have been erected and will 
prove of great utility in fitting the shingles 
and some grades of lumber for early 
shipment.  The shingles will be sold and 
shipped to the trade direct from the mill, via 
the Chicago & Northwestern railroad.  Mr. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
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Meyer spent a large portion of his time 
superintending the construction of this mill 
and takes no little pride in its operation.  
About 8,000,000 feet of logs were secured 
last winter and an important feature to the 
owner is that they are not subject to the 
caprice of wind or rain, having been hauled 
direct to the mill instead of to the banks of 
some uncertain stream.   About 2,000,000 
feet more will be put in during the summer, 
giving a total product of 10,000,000 feet for 
the season. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume X, Number 26 
[Saturday, May 31, 1879], page 2, 
column 2 

 
A RUN TO WAUCEDAH. 
 Breaking loose last Saturday after a 
hard week’s work, we took a trip to 
Waucedah.  The morning was warm and 
pleasant.  The woods were looking glorious 
in their new green dress and the ground at 
their feet was besprinkled with flowers.  The 
Quinnesec accommodation train left at 
8:30 in the morning, conductor M. 
HOULIHAN, carried us out as far as the 
Menominee River Junction.  We passed 
several fine farms, that in a few years will 
be hard to beat, and on which spring work 
was actively going on.  A large amount of 
wood, ties and posts were on the banks of 
the track, but fires in the woods were 
making this kind of property quite unsafe 
and during a strong wind, when it was as 
dry as it was this time, the efforts of 
watchers are sometimes unable to save it 
from entire destruction.  Such a case 
happened in the afternoon of the day when 
the high wind had made the flames 
uncontrollable and destroyed a lot of posts 
and telegraph poles between Ferry and 
Spaulding.  CROZER & McINTYRE’S mill 
at the latter place, is turning out a big 
amount of lumber.  The convenience of a 

planing mill adds largely to their sales.  
They were also experiencing some little 
difficulty with the fire, among their sawings 
on the railroad bank, further up the line.  At 
the Junction we accepted an invitation from 
Superintendent W.B. LINSLEY to take a 
ride on his lately arrived minature [sic - 
miniature] engine “Minnie.”  It is a perfect 
little beauty and skims over the road like a 
thing of life.  It will run anywhere where 
there are two rails and will be of immense 
convenience in facilitating business with the 
various mines and lumbering location [sic  - 
locations].  We passed by the fine 
lumbering establishment of C.L.J. MYERS 
on Little Cedar River, which by the way is 
[a] model of its kind.  An immense quantity 
of logs for a small stream are on hand and 
everything is arranged symmetrically, 
substantially and neat, giving it an air of 
permanence which is seldom found, in the 
country, at mills of this kind.  The making of 
sash, doors and blinds, in connection with 
the lumber business, will be carried on 
extensively.  Arrived at Waucedah, we 
refreshed ourselves first with a dinner at the 
excellent table of MR. GIFFORD, – who by 
the way has largely improved his house 
[hotel] lately – and then took a survey of the 
town and surroundings, including the famed 
Emmett iron mine, with its hidden treasure 
of gold and silver.  we [sic – We] found Mr. 
W.E. FERGUSON about as busy as ever, 
dispensing his fine general assortment of 
goods to his numerous customers.  He 
carries a large and well selected stock of 
almost everything that the people want and 
should be well patronized.  As he had the 
pioneer store and lived through the times 
when business was small he should reap 
the benefits when times are prosperous.  
Another old pioneer[,] PAT. O’CONNELL[,] 
looks as though the world went well with 
him and he tells us that he has some slight 
prospects of developing into a new mine 
owner, some of these days.  P.J. GATES, 
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the boss boot and shoe maker of the 
place[,] can turn out those articles of foot 
wear, which for style and comfort cannot be 
beaten anywhere.  He is doing well and has 
a large run of custom from the surrounding 
country.  
 THOMAS BREEN[,] one of the genial 
proprietors of the Emmett mine, turned us 
over to his mining captain, MICHAEL 
HARRINGTON, who accompanied us in an 
examination of the mine and its workings.  
This valuable mine never looked better than 
it does at the present time and an immense 
body of ore is uncovered.  They are working 
however principally on the blue hematite, 
on the south side, which is showing 
splendidly.  With an average of about 
twenty-five men in the mine, he is taking out 
from seventy to eighty tons a day, which is 
being shipped about as fast as it is 
removed.  They have also a stock pile on 
hand of about 5000 tons.  Capital seems to 
be all that is necessary to make this one of 
the best mines, in point of yield, on the 
range, as there is a demand for every 
pound they can take out.  We had intended 
to have visited the new find by Hamilton, 
Merryman Co., on section 21, about a 
mile from town, but shortness of time 
prevented us doing so, we shall however 
examine it before long.  We are informed 
the show is good and the ore somewhat 
similar to that of the Emmett.  It [sic – If] this 
should prove to be the case it will stimulate 
other mining explorations in the vicinity.  

The trip was very agreable [sic – 
agreeable] and was a very pleasant break 
into the monotony of everyday labor.  It will 
pay our citizens well, during this early 
summer weather, to rest themselves with a 
trip along the Menominee River mineral 
range. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume X, Number 36 

[Saturday, August 9, 1879], page 3, 
column 3 

 

Fatal Railway Accident. 
 

 On Saturday, the 2d inst. [of this month], 
the Quinnesec accommodation train of 
the M.R. railway, Conductor VanDyke, 
had some switching to do at Hermansville.  
In the discharge of his duties it became 
necessary for one of the brakemen to board 
the moving train, which he did by catching 
the side ladder of the end car as it passed 
him and climbing to the roof of the car.  Just 
as he reached the roof and straightened up 
to step upon it, his feet being still upon the 
side ladder and his hand-grip loosed, the 
“slack of the train” was taken up with a 
slight jerk, and the unfortunate man was 
thrown upon the road in front of the still 
moving car and instantly killed, the wheels 
passing over his head and of course 
crushing it; one leg was also crushed.  The 
name of the man was Frederick Roberts.  
He had been in the employ of the railway 
company since the opening of navigation 
[sic – navigation], and had proved himself a 
sober, careful, railroad man, while his 
associates and acquaintances speak of him 
as an estimable person in other relations of 
life.  The remains were forwarded to the 
residence of his parents at Sheboygan, 
Wis. 

While the loss of life is to be mourned, it 
is but proper to say that the accident was 
one for which no one, not even the 
deceased himself, was in fault; was one of 
those occurrences, inseparable from the 
railway service, to which the careful man, 
the man of experience, is as liable as a 
green hand. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume X, Number 43 
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[Saturday, September 27, 1879], page 
2, column 1 

 
AN unknown man, having the 

appearance of a laborer, was found 
drowned in the Little Cedar river, at 
Hermansville, on Tuesday.  It is not known 
how he came to his death, but is supposed 
that he fell off or through the railroad bridge. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume X, Number 52 
[Saturday, November 29, 1879], page 3, 
column 3 

 
 THE boiler of the shingle and planing 
mill at Hermansville exploded on 
Thursday week, the 20th inst.  The force of 
the explosion was terrific, but was 
fortunately expended upward, which fact, 
though disastrous to the roof of the building, 
was no doubt economical of human life.  
The only person materially injured was the 
engineer, a new man, named Rappe, who 
was struck by some flying fragment of the 
wreck and dangerously if not fatally hurt.  
He was sent to his home at Fond du Lac, 
since which we have heard nothing of his 
condition.  The cause of the explosion, as 
betrayed by the fragments of the exploded 
boiler, was the usual one, low water. 
 
 OUR friend Kern, of Spalding, takes to 
matrimony in a very sensible manner.  He 
was married on Thanksgiving morning in 
the home which he had provided and 
furnished throughout, so that he and his 
bride were at home and ready for business 
as soon as the ceremony was concluded.  
That’s better than a wedding trip, especially 
in drear November.  The PORT 
congratulates him, and hopes he may live 
and enjoy his home until great-
grandchildren climb upon his knees. 

 

The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 
Michigan, Volume XI, Number 7 
[Saturday, January 17, 1880], page 3, 
column 4 

 
 BUSY times on the railways.  Besides 
the regular work and the work of gathering 
material for the structures going up here, a 
train is kept constantly employed by the 
Champion furnace, hauling wood for its 
coal kilns, from Ingalls, where Geo. 
English gets it out, to Menominee.  Mr. 
Ruprecht employs another in hauling logs 
from section 14 to Menominee, and one is 
to be put on next week to haul logs from 
near Waucedah to Meyers’ mill, at 
Hermansville. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume XI, Number 16 
[Saturday, March 20, 1880], page 3, 
column 5 

 

Range Items. 
 
 MEYER’S mill, at Hermansville, has 
shut down to receive a new engine. 
 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume XI, Number 22 
[Saturday, May 1, 1880], page 8, 
column 2 

 

Range Items. 
 
 –New telegraph offices have been 
established at Hermansville, with A.F. 
Sanford in charge, and Norway mine 
branch, with C.J. Molloy in charge. 
 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume XI, Number 46 
[Saturday, October 16, 1880], page 8, 
columns 1-2  
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Range Items. 
 
–At about daylight on Saturday morning 

last, a loaded ore train collided with a 
train of empties, near Hermansville, to 
the general demolition of both engines and 
trains.  The wreck was so large and the 
work of clearing it away so tedious that a 
track was built around it in order that work 
might go on.  The loaded train was the 
tresspasser [sic – trespasser], being behind 
time and out of place, while the empty one 
was on time. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume XII, Number 5 
[Saturday, January 1, 1881], page 8, 
columns 1-2 

 

Range Items. 
 

–Engineering parties are still working 
up the Hermansville and Felch Mountain 
routes. It is safe to say that is the one that 
will be chosen. –Men. Herald.  On the 
contrary, it is as safe as any prediction can 
be that it is not the route "that will be 
chosen" by the C. & N.W. Railway 
company. 

 
Menominee Democrat, Menominee, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
I, Number 4 [Saturday, November 28, 
1885], page 8, column 3 

 
At Hermansville the chair factory is 

being pushed right along to completion.  
The company is now making contracts for 
hardwood, and getting out themselves 
about 3,000,000 feet at Bark River and 
Sec. 50.  The company have [sic – has] 
their own railroad now to within one mile of 
Waucedah, and have their own cars and 
locomotive.  This chair factory will open up 
a market for hardwood which will have a 

tendency to clear up the country in short 
order, as the company will accept the 
hardwood at the railroad track. 
 
Menominee Herald, Menominee, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XXII, Number 838 [Thursday, January 
27, 1887], page 1, column 2 

 
–C.J.L. Meyer[,] of Fond du Lac, Wis., 

will soon commence the erection of a 
general hardwood factory at 
Hermansville.  It will be 80x240 feet, aside 
from the engine and boiler department, will 
employ about 100 men and is expected to 
be ready for business next August.  Eight 
million feet of hardwood are already on the 
ground to supply the new factory. 

 
Menominee Herald, Menominee, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XXIII, Number 846 [Thursday, March 24, 
1887], page 1, column 3 

 
–C.J.L. Meyer will make Hermansville 

a beehive of industry in less than two years.  
The moment the Sault Ste. Marie railroad 
passes through that embryo city, it will 
begin to thrive.  Mr. Meyer will soon 
manufacture hardwood materials at that 
point, which with this road and his own 
branch penetrating the immense forest to 
the southwest of his town will open up the 
country very rapidly.  A large number of 
farmers will be located upon lands owned 
by him and the work of developing the wild 
woods will be begun in earnest.  Mr. Meyer 
is an enterprising man and will make a 
success of his labors at Hermansville. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 8 [Thursday, May 16, 1889], 
page 1, column 1 
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 PIECE stuff is sized and all boards 
dressed.  Wisconsin Land and Lumber 
Company, Hermansville. 
 TRY our polished basswood ceilings 
and maple floorings.  Wisconsin Land and 
Lumber Company, Hermansville. 

DRY flooring, siding, ceiling and 
finishing always kept in stock by the 
Wisconsin Land and Lumber Company, 
Hermansville. 
 

CHARLES J.L. MEYER 
 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 13, 
Number 9 [Thursday, July 23, 1908], 
page 4, column 2 

 

FOUNDER OF HERMANSVILLE. 
_____ 

 

C.J.L. Meyers [sic] Dies Penniless 
in a Hospital at Milwaukee. 

 

C.J.L. Meyer, the former millionaire, who 
startled the world some weeks ago by 
applying for admission to the Milwaukee 
county poor-house, died after a brief illness 
at Trinity Hospital, in that city, last Sunday.  
Mr. Meyer was eighty-six years of age.  He 
came to Wisconsin many years ago and, 
locating at Fond du Lac, soon became one 
of the most successful business men [sic – 
businessmen] of northern Wisconsin.  At 
the height of his career he was reckoned a 
millionarie [sic – millionaire] an [sic – and] 
his investment [sic – investments] covered 
many industries.  He was the builder and 
first president of the Northwestern Union 
railroad, now a part of the Chicago & North-
Western system, and his activities in a 
business way extended over the whole 
northern section of Wisconsin and 
Michigan.  He was the founder of 

Hermansville, and was well-known to many 
Iron Mountain people. 

Mr. Meyer at one time was a power in 
Wisconsin politics and twice served as 
delegate-at-large in national Republican 
conventions.  He also was mayor of Fond 
du Lac, and his name frequently was 
mentioned in connection with high positions 
of trust in his home city and in the state. 

Mr. Meyer’s business affairs assumed a 
turn for the worse in the panic of 1893 and 
thereafter it seemed as if everything he 
touched turned out ill.  Failing to retrieve his 
fortunes in Chicago by speculation, Mr. 
Meyer at lease came to the end of his 
resources.  He struggled along for two 
years in a futile effort to regain a foothold 
and two months ago he went to Milwaukee 
and applied to Agent Gustav Frellson, of 
the Associated Charities, for admission to 
the county poorhouse.  He told  a pitiful 
story of destitution. 

When Mr. Frellson gave out for 
publication the fact that Mr. Meyer had 
applied for aid, former friends came to the 
rescue at once.  But Mr. Meyer’s relatives 
took charge of him, insisting that they 
always had been ready and willing to see 
that his declining years were comfortable 
and happy. 
 

 
 


