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The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 1 [Saturday, January 1, 1881], 
page 3, column 4 

 
THE first fire in Florence occurred on 

Monday morning, Dec. 20th, between 2 and 
3 o’clock.  The building consumed was an 
empty store house, formerly occupied by 
McGraw & Co.  Adjoining it was a small 
building which had been used as an office 
by H.D. Fisher, and at the time of the 
occurrence, occupied as a dwelling by H.R. 
Rawn.  It was saved with difficulty, as the 
boards in some cases, on the side next to 
the fire, were almost charred through.  His 
loss including damage by removal of goods, 
[sic] will probably amount to $100.  The 
building which was burnt, [sic] was 
estimated to be worth about $200.  It is not 
known how the fire happened, but as the 
building was elevated some distance from 
the ground and had been occupied as an 
occasional roosting place by Indians, it 
is presumed that there may have been 
some connection between the two. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 11 [Saturday, March 12, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

 
IN another column will be found the 

advertisement of the new Avenue Hotel, 
T.C. Tully & Co.[,] proprietors.  They intend 
to keep a first class house, and for the 
accomodation [sic – accommodation] of 
their guests, will keep open day and night.  
This is a new feature in Florence and will 
undoubtedly be a paying one. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 20 [Saturday, May 14, 1881], 
page 3, column 4 

 

THE most disastrous fire that 
Florence has ever experienced, [sic] 
occurred on Tuesday morning last.  About 
two o’clock in the morning it was discovered 
on the outside of Derosier’s saloon, those 
[sic – saloon.  Those] who were on the 
ground first, claim that a strong smell of 
burning kerosene was perceptible, the 
flames rapidly spread, and it soon became 
evident that the fine hotel of J.V. Northam 
must go, and willing hands commenced to 
remove contents as fast as possible.  
Nearly everything was removed from it to a 
safe distance, including  even the large safe 
of the Commercial Bank and also the 
counters.  The next building to the west was 
Gage & Malloy’s livery stable, which took 
fire and was quickly consumed.  From there 
the flames spread to the flour, feed and 
grocery store of Harris & Mihills.  The 
contents were [sic – was] removed as 
quickly as possible, and the work of 
destruction went on.  The next buildings 
adjoining were the two story building 
belonging to Reese Evans, of Beaver 
Dam, occupied on the first floor by Will 
Curry as a barber shop, and F.W. Menke, 
merchant tailor, and the second floor by 
Morgan Evans, as a dwelling, and the 
wholetale [sic – wholesale] and retail 
liquor store belonging to Ferdinand 
McDevitt. 

It was seen from the first as soon as the 
fire struck Harris & Mihills store, [sic] that 
nothing could save the two buildings to the 
west, as the wind was in that direction.  
Sixty feet from McDevitt’s building, with 
open ground between, stood the three story 
Florence House, which very fortunately, 
owing to a change in the wind[,] was saved.  
If it had not been for this it could not have 
been saved and the flames would 
undoubtedly have swept across Cyclops 
street and consumed the buildings on the 
other side.  With such a large mass of wood 
and the height of the building taken into 
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consideration, if it had burned, the flames 
would have swept over the intervening 
space and destroyed a large amount of 
valuable property.  Another fortunate 
circumstance was a shower of rain, which 
kept the roof wet.  J.V. Northam was 
insured to the amount of $4,000 on the 
house and $1,500 on the contents.  
McDevitt was insured for $1,500.  There 
was no insurance on the rest as far as we 
could learn.  The buildings of Alex. McNair 
and Peter Sheridan, on the opposite side 
of the street[,] were scorched and the heat 
was so intense that not a pane of glass was 
left in McNair’s store, and those in 
Sheridan’s front were nearly all broken.  
A.K. Goodshall’s store and ware house 
[sic – warehouse] were badly scorched, 
and the glass broken. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 21 [Saturday, May 21, 1881], 
page 3, column 2 

 
HARRIS & MIHILLS commenced 

operations, preparatory to the erection of 
their new building on the site of the old 
one, on Monday last.  They will put up a 
two story building 22 feet wide and 100 feet 
long, and will carry a larger stock than ever.  
The firm has suffered a severe loss, and 
show [sic – shows] great pluck by building 
larger than ever before. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 25 [Saturday, June 18, 1881], 
page 3, column 4 

 
On last Tuesday a gang of roughs 

were at the depot, and upon the arrival of 
the train, made themselves very 
conspicuous by using obscene language 
in the presence of the lady passengers.  
They were overheard by the agent, Mr. 

John Merriman, and upon his 
remonstrating against the use of such 
language, one of them assaulted him, but 
caught a Tartar.  John picked up a bar of 
iron, and dealt the fellow a couple of blows 
alongside the head, which cooled him off 
very quickly.  His companions made 
demonstrations as if they were going to 
avenge their comrade’s injuries, but some 
citizens gathered around, and the 
concluded to postpone the job.  We think 
they done [sic – did] a wise thing, for if they 
had lain [sic – laid] hands on Mr. Merriman, 
some of them would have been sent home 
in wooden overcoats [coffins]. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 43 [Saturday, October 22, 
1881], page 3, column 3 

 
THE cemetery is about to be 

surveyed and laid out into lots.  The 
organization of a cemetery association 
will, before many years, become a matter of 
necessity, and THE NEWS can see no 
reason why it should not be organized now 
as well as at any other time. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 

Number 44 [Saturday, October 29, 

1881], page 3, columns 3-4 

THE MINING NEWS has moved itself 
into the palatial building owned by 
Haggerson & McGraw, situated on the 
south side of Central avenue, and on the 
corner of said avenue and Norway 
street.  It is flanked by the great clothing 
emporium of Christopher Columbus Olin 
on the east, and by the wholesale and 
retail wet goods dispensary of Peter 
Sheridan on the west.  In front the vision 
is bounded by one of the most beautiful 
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landscapes in the entire region – a happy 
blending of “rocks and valleys, hills and 
forests,” set in an arch of cerulean blue – 
when it isn’t cloudy.  In the rear, but a few 
steps, rises the sacred edifice, from whose 
moss-grown tower softly floats the sound of 
the vesper chime lulling us to peace and 
repose when the toils of the day have 
ended.  Thus THE MINING NEWS, in its 
new quarters, has all the sweet influences 
of the season to bear upon it, but what 
effect they will have on its futurepolitical [sic 
– future political] course remains to be 
seen. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 47 [Saturday, November 18, 
1882], page 1, column 4 

 
J.F. SHAFTER has bought the 

beautiful property on the lake, at the 
east end of Central avenue, on which in 
an early day Jack Armstrong kept the 
Spread Eagle Hotel.  It is one of the 
handsomest sites for a residence in all this 
northern country.  The property comprises 
ten lots, some of them very large.  Next 
season he will proceed to erect a 
handsome residence on the property.  This 
winter he will – after fixing it up – live in the 
hold hotelrie [sic – hostelry], which still 
remains.  We are glad to welcome J.F. as 
one of our permanent citizens as he is a 
public spirited go ahead man, and we will 
take back all the bad things wich [sic – 
which] we have said about him and 
aplogize [sic – apologize]. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 1 [Saturday, December 30, 
1882], page 1, column 5 

 
FOR history’s sake the NEWS desires 

to correct an error.  It is generally 

supposed that the building used as an 
office for the Merick Lumber company 
was the first erected in town.  Such is not 
the case, however.  The little old building 
on the eastern extreme of Central 
Avenue, once known as the “Spread 
Eagle hotel,” is the first and only 
original. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 3 [Saturday, January 13, 1883], 
page 1, column 3 

 
REFERRING to an item about the old 

Spread Eagle hotel building being the 
oldest structure in Florence, the 
Ontonagon Herald man says “Correct, Mr. 
News, the “Spread Eagle” deserves the 
credit of being “the first and only original.”  
The writer hereof slept there several nights 
under its roof and knows whereof he 
speaks.  Any person who stopped there 
during the winter of 79-80 will never forget 
it.  Then it stood alone.  It had not even an 
avenue to brace it up.  We are pleased to 
hear that it is still in existence, and hope 
that Florence will preserve it.” 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume I, Number 23 
[Saturday, July 9, 1887], page 8, column 
2 

 

Florence. 
 

The electric lights give our town a 
metropolitan appearance. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume X, 
Number 2 [Saturday, January 4, 1890], 
page 5, column 3 
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THE old Spread Eagle House, near 
the park, is becoming a favorite 
rendezvous for tramps.  As long as they 
do not bother people living in the immediate 
vicinity, nobody will probably object. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume XI, 
Number 1 [Saturday, December 27, 
1890], page 8, column 1 

 

May Come Here to Live. 
 

Capt. E.R. Budd, one of the oldest 
and best-known explorers and cruisers 
in the Lake Superior iron district, spent 
several days in Florence this week, this 
being his first visit to the city for eight years.  
In a pleasant conversation with the writer, 
the venerable Captain said he first came 
to Florence in the spring of 1880, when 
there was no railroad and scarcely any 
houses here, although he had been cruising 
hereabouts since 1867, when Florence 
County was one vast wilderness.  He was 
in the embryo city of Florence when H.D. 
Fisher threw out the first shovelful of dirt 
from the Florence mine, and when the old 
Spread Eagle House was the only public 
inn in the town.  Capt. Budd related how, 
upon his arrival here, he applied for 
lodgings at the Spread [Eagle] Hotel, and 
found the place packed beyond its limited 
capacity with prospectors and others.  He 
obtained his meals at the miniature hostlery 
[sic – hostelry], but was compelled to 
accept Peter Sheridan’s offer of a lodging 
by the side of a stove in the latter’s saloon, 
which had just been started.  Capt. Budd 
discovered the Keel Ridge mine and was 
prominent in other well-known 
explorations on this range.  He is now a 
resident of Hurley and is interested in the 
Upson district, near that city.  Capt. Budd 
says that at least four locations in that 

district will ship ore next season.  The ore is 
of an excellent quality, but it is very deep 
and mining is consequently very expensive 
work.  “Why, do you know,” he declared, 
“that a man can accomplish more in 
exploring with $1,000 in the Florence 
district than he could with [$]10,000 on the 
Upson range.  This may sound like an 
exaggeration, but it is a fact, nevertheless.”  
Capt. Budd is figuring upon certain 
properties in this county, with a view of 
investment and may come to Florence to 
live in the spring.  He will be heartily 
welcomed. 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume III, Number 25 
[Saturday, July 23, 1887], page 1, 
column 5 

 

Florence. 
 

Many improvements have been made in 
the general appearance of the town this 
summer, and what with new sidewalks, 
electric lights, new buildings, a street 
sprinkler, pretty girls and two live editors, it 
is a pretty good sort of a place to live in. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 20 [Saturday, May 14, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

 
A NEW building is being erected on the 

lot between the post office and 
McLelland’s meat market, by Dennis 
Suffle, for a boot and shoe store.  We are 
informed that he intends to keep a good 
and complete stock in addition to his 
repairing department.  The building will be 
16x24 feet. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 8, 



FLORENCE COUNTY, WISCONSIN -– FLORENCE 
TOWNSHIP – FLORENCE NEWS COLUMNS 

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings] 

 

5 

Number 15 [Thursday, September 3, 
1903], page 1, column 5 

 

POLDERMAN’S RETURN. 
_____ 

 
Resume Hotel-Keeping at Florence 

– Ludington’s New Landlord. 
_____ 

 
The patrons of the Polderman House 

at Florence will be pleased to learn that Mr. 
and Mrs. Al Polderman have returned to 
Florence and again taken charge of the 
hotel.  Mr. and Mrs. Polderman have had 
years of experience in the hotel business 
and a reputation amongst the traveling 
public of keeping one of the best hostelries 
on the range.  The change took place last 
Tuesday. 

There was another change in hotel 
management at Florence the same day.  
W.L. Dennis[,] who has run the Ludington 
House for the last tens [sic – ten] years[,] 
decided to give up the hotel business and 
devote his time to farming.  He was 
succeeded by Robert Holliday, who is a 
popular hotel-man of considerable 
experience and without a doubt will give 
entire satisfaction to his patrons. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 9, 
Number 11 [Thursday, August 4, 1904], 
page 1, column 3 

 

BIG MERCANTILE DEAL. 
_____ 

 
Kramer Bros. Purchase Gordon 

Stock of Goods at Florence. 
_____ 

 

Jacob Gordon, the pioneer merchant 
of Florence, was in the city yesterday and 
sold his entire stock of merchandise to 
Kramer Bros. 

The stock consists of dry goods, 
clothing, gent’s furnishing goods, boots and 
shoes, furniture, trunks, notions, etc., and 
the sale of this stock is the largest deal of 
the kind ever consumnated [sic – 
consummated] on the Menominee range. 

Meyer Kramer, the senior member of 
the firm of Kramer Bros., will manage the 
store and will give the people of Florence 
some bargains that will astonish them. 

Mr. Gordon has been in poor health for 
some time and decided to retire from 
business and go to some sanitarium, where 
he hopes to regain his health.  Mr. Gordon 
has been in business in Florence for many 
years, was popular among his associates, 
and both he and Mrs. Gordon and their 
daughters will be missed in Florence 
society. 

Mr. Kramer took charge of the store this 
morning and will put this mammoth stock of 
goods, which were bought at a great 
sacrifice, before the public at prices less 
than the original cost. 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND 
PARADES 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume III, Number 18 
[Saturday, June 4, 1887], page 1, 
column 4 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 

_____ 
 

Its Interesting and Impressive 
Observance at Florence, Wis., 

Last Monday 
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At 10:00 A.M. the Veterans, Light 

Guards, Fire Company and many other 
citizens of the pretty village of Florence met 
at Tully’s Opera House, where they were 
formed in procession by Marshal R.W. Mars 
and his assistants.  Marching to the depot, 
they welcomed the arrival of members of 
the G.A.R. [Grand Army of the Republic – 
Union veterans] Post at Iron Mountain and 
veterans from other towns on the Range 
[Menominee Range], who joined the 
procession on its return to the opera house, 
under command of Capt. Connell, of Major 
Belcher Post.  Here the following order of 
exercises were observed: 

1. Music by the Florence Band. 
2. Prayer by Chaplain W.H. Cook. 
3. Welcome Addresses by Comrades 

R.W. Mars and Wm. H. Clark. 
4. Response by Col. Jno. [John] L. 

Buell. 
5. Music by the Band. 
6. Singing “Star-Spangled Banner.” 
After being royally entertained at dinner, 

the veterans and citizens again assembled 
at the opera house to take up their line of 
march to the cemetery.  A rain storm at this 
time interrupted the formation of the 
procession, in the meantime the decoration 
exercises under the ritual of the G.A.R. 
were gone through with, after which the ex-
soldiers and about 50 of the citizens 
proceeded to the cemetery and decorated 
the graves of deceased comrades and a 
general mound dedicated to the memory of 
soldiers buried elsewhere, with the beautiful 
floral tributes that had been prepared and 
contributed by the gentle hands of the 
ladies and children of Florence and vicinity.  
The ceremonies throughout were solemn 
and impressive. 

In the evening the program of the 
“Soldiers’ Camp-Fire,” at the opera house, 
was enjoyed by a large audience.  It 
consisted of addresses by veterans, 

narratives and experiences of camp-life [sic 
– camp life], interspersed with music, etc. 

To the enterprising ladies and 
gentlemen of Florence much credit is due 
for their successful efforts in affording the 
ex-soldiers on the range an opportunity to 
observe their Memorial Day in so fitting a 
manner. 

Among the floral contributions, all of 
which were beautiful, the mourning basket 
of flowers presented by Mrs. J.J. Buell, of 
Quinnesec, was most conspicuous and 
elegant.  The flowers were taken from her 
conservatory, and coupled with the feeling 
and sympathetic words of Col. Buell, in his 
addresses, were indeed a sacred 
contribution, not only to the memory of their 
deceased brothers, but to all comrades who 
have gone before. 

Rev. A.S. Fair, of Norway, a veteran of 
the 27th Mich. Inf., was present during all 
the exercises, and gave some very 
interesting narratives and anecdotes of his 
war experience.  He also discovered a 
member of his regiment among those in 
attendance, who has been living near 
Florence for some time.  It was their first 
meeting since being mustered out in 1865. 

 
OPERA HOUSE 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 1 [Saturday, January 1, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

 
THE inauguration ball at Juneau’s 

opera house, on Christmas night, was well 
attended.  Although not yet finished[,] the 
spacious room seemed hardly large enough 
to accommodate all the guests.  The 
dancers, however, declared that they had a 
very pleasant time and the manager was 
well satisfied with the results. 
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The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 20 [Saturday, May 13, 1882], 
page 3, column 3 

 
Thomas C. Tully, [sic] is commencing 

the erection of a large two story [sic – 
two-story] building on the northwest 
corner of Central avenue and Cyclops 
street, opposite the Florence House, 
where Charles Hall’s building formerly 
stood.  The structure will be 29 feet wide 
and 80 feet long, two stories high.  The 
lower story will be used for some kind of 
business, most likely a bakery and 
restaurant[,] and the second story is 
intended for a public hall.  It will be quite 
an ornament on that corner. 

 
SCHOOL 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 1 [Saturday, January 1, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

 
YOUNG as the town is, it is gratifying to 

know, [sic] that we have a good school 
house and a fair representation of scholars.  
C.G. Wilson is the teacher and reports an 
attendance of from 75 to 80.  The MINING 
NEWS expects to hear good news from the 
pupils in the way of periodic reports, which 
it will find space to print. 

 
SPORTS 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume I, Number 35 
[Saturday, October 3, 1885], page 1, 
column 6 

 

The Horse Race. 
 

The horse race at Florence last 
Saturday was a fizzle as far as the principal 
contestants were concerned, as Turner’s 
horse was too lame to trot.  DeMarrai’s [sic 
– DeMuri’s – ?] horse is credited with 
having made some excellent trots against 
time, and a race was gotten up for a purse 
of $20 in which Rundle’s mare of Iron 
Mountain took first money. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 50 [Saturday, December 
10, 1887], page 5, column 1 

 

THE TOBOGGANISTS. 
_____ 

 
The Fine Slide Completed – The Formal 

Opening – Notes 
 

The formal opening of the new toboggan 
slide, on the east side of the mine hill, 
occurred on Monday evening.  The slide is 
an excellent one and gives the utmost 
satisfaction.  It begins at a point where the 
hill is about a hundred feet high, and 
continues in an easterly direction for a 
distance of about a thousand feet, crossing 
the railroad track at a right angle.  The track 
being several feet higher than the marsh on 
both sides of it, a suitable crossing has 
been erected for the toboggans, which go 
over the track with ease and safety.  The 
slide is about fifteen feet wide, with 
adequate walls on both sides, so that the 
toboggan cannot very well run off the 
course.  An electric light has been erected 
near the bottom of the hill and colored lights 
are hung wherever they are needed.  At the 
top of the hill, a building about sixteen feet 
square has been erected over the place 
where the slide commences.  The building 
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is provided with benches and is intended to 
afford shelter to the merry sliders while they 
are resting or awaiting their turn.  A path will 
be kept open between the starting point and 
the road to the mine, so as to make the 
ascent as easy as possible. 

President Davidson, with his gilt-
edged, diamond-pointed toboggan and 
excellent steering apparatus, was about the 
first member to make the descent on 
Monday evening.  E.J. Doherty, the 
popular seller of Bullock drills, and one of 
the editors of the MINING NEWS, [sic] went 
down with him, after taking the precaution 
of leaving the addresses of their relatives 
with friends who staid [sic – stayed] behind.  
Of President Davidson’s initial trip, it is only 
necessary to state that his later ones were 
more successful.  The senior vice-president 
of the club was slightly backward about 
going down at first, but after he had gone 
down once, could hardly be restrained from 
standing up on the next trip.  The crowd 
was not very large the first evening, the 
idea being to test the slide and put it into 
good condition.  The number of sliders has 
been increasing every evening and 
tobogganing bids fair to become more 
popular than ever. 

The executive committee of the club has 
decided not to allow any young boys 
around the slide.  The slide is located on 
private property, which has been leased by 
the club, and only members and their 
invited friends will be permitted to use the 
slide.  This step has been decided upon in 
consequence of the fact that some score of 
boys who were at the slide early Tuesday 
evening conducted themselves in an 
outrageous manner, calling each other the 
vilest names and swearing fearfully.  
Hereafter trespassers will not only be 
summarily ejected, but any boys or men 
behaving unbecomingly will be made an 
example of.  The slide will be kept locked 
by means of gates when not in use. 

A.J. Godshall & Co. will receive a lot of 
fine toboggans in a few days. 

R.W. Mars, of Marinette, is one of the 
members of the toboggan club. 

Quite a number of the members talk of 
getting toboggan suits. 
 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume III, Number 45 
[Saturday, December 10, 1887], page 1, 
column 3 

 
–We acknowledge an invitation from 

President Davidson [Otto Conrad 
Davidson, superintendent of the 
Commonwealth Mine] of the Florence 
Toboggan Club, to visit the slide and 
participate in an evening’s enjoyment.  We 
shall make our will for the benefit of our 
creditors and accept the hospitality of the 
“badgers” at an early day.  Speaking of 
Florence reminds us of a little story told us 
the other day in which Osborn [Chase S. 
Osborn, editor of The Florence Mining 
News], one of the founders of the Florence 
Toboggan Club, cuts a prominent figure.  
Osborn has the reputation among the 
people of southern Wisconsin, [sic] of being 
a mighty hunter, and to keeping up the 
illusion he went to Florence during the 
hunting season to slaughter his annual 
quota of deer.  It is related by one of the 
party who went out with him that one day 
C.S. [Chase S.] got fourteen shots at seven 
different deer or an average of two shots at 
each and failed to drop a flag [the white tail 
of the white-tailed deer]. 
 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michgian, Volume 2, 
Number 49 [Thursday, April 28, 1898], 
page 1, column 2 

 

A Florence Champion. 
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Florence has the champion lady bag 
puncher of the world and holds the 
Richard K. Fox medal.  She is Mrs. Wm. 
Curtis, better known as Belle Gordon on 
the vaudeville stage.  She will contest in a 
$500 match another lady who aspires for 
the honor, at Philadelphia during the latter 
part of May. 

 
CRIME 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 7 [Saturday, February 12, 
1881], page 3, column 4 

 
A MOST atrocious case of mayhem, 

[sic] was committed on the person of Mr. 
Joel Waters, the proprietor of the 
Florence Dining Hall, on Monday last.  
Some brute, whom it is presumed was 
partially intoxicated, came into the house 
about three o’clock in the morning, 
undressed himself and got into a bed 
occupied by some of the children of Mr. 
Waters.  Mr. W. endeavored to dislodge the 
intruder, when he turned upon him, 
knocked him down and then deliberately bit 
one of his ears entirely off, leaving only 
a small portion of the lower part 
hanging.  He then jumped through the 
window and succeeded in escaping, leaving 
all his clothing behind and his watch.  In the 
absence of the justice, no warrant could be 
obtained, but the indignant citizens 
searched for him without avail, and he 
probably would have been roughly handled 
if found.  Up to the present writing he has 
not been arrested.  He is described as a tall 
powerfully built man, with a full sandy-
colored beard.  Mr. Waters is a middled [sic 
– middle] aged, quiet, innofensive [sic – 
inoffensive] gentleman, and this fiendish 
unprovoked assault upon him is deplored 

by the entire community.  It is sincerely 
hoped that the perpetrator of this outrage 
will be caught and made to suffer the 
extreme penalty of the law. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 13 [Saturday, March 26, 1881], 
page 2, column 3 

 
A burglary was committed at the 

residence of Mr. A.G. Parks, over Charles 
Hall’s hardware store, on Monday evening 
last, while himself and family were 
attending the concert.  The thief gained 
entrance to the building, [sic] by going up 
the outside stairs to the landing, stepping 
on a back shed, and entering a window in 
the rear.  The articles stolen were a lot of 
silver ware [sic – silverware].  The exit was 
made through the door at the head of the 
landing, which was found wide open, upon 
Mr. Parks[’] return.  The things taken were:  
1 breakfast castor, 1 mustard spoon, 2 
napkin rings;  all sliver plated.  1 butter knife 
marked “P,” 5 plated forks, marked “Parks,” 
5 plated teaspoons, marked “Smith,” 6 
plated knives, and 3 plated table spoons.  
All these last were of the Roger [sic – 
Rogers] Bros. manufacture.  No clue to the 
robber has yet been obtained. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 26 [Saturday, June 25, 1881], 
page 3, column 4 

 
DEPUTY SHERIFF DIX last Saturday 

evening notified the saloon keepers to 
close up at a reasonable hour.  They 
generally complied.  Frank Bolderick, who 
keeps a saloon on Florence avenue, 
attempted to comply with the order towards 
12 o’clock, but was prevented by a crowd of 
fellows who were in there.  During the 
protracted effort to close up, all the glass 
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was broken out of the front windows, a 
dozen pistol shots were fired, and one man 
– Jack Cavanaugh – got a scalp wound 
evidently from a ball, about three inches 
long.  Dix arrested Bolderick, who was 
accused of wounding Cavanahgh, and 
being unable to find the keys to the lock-up, 
took him home.  Justice Atkinson was 
awakened about half past one o’clock 
Sunday morning, and told that neither 
deputy sheriffs Gage or Dix would arrest 
Bolderick without a warrant.  He dressed, 
went up and ordered Gage to make an 
immediate arrest, which was done and 
Bolderick put in the lock-up. 

Previous to this a crowd had collected, 
of whom a large number seemed to be 
under the influence of liquor.  Some of them 
were howling about lynching Bolderick, 
some calling for a rope and yelling other 
threats, and a perfect pandemonium of 
noise prevailed.  Subsequent to the arrest 
of Bolderick, we are informed that the 
crowd, who seemed to be ready for any 
kind of amusement, went to Dix’s house, 
and with threats to burn it down, break 
windows, etc., forced him to come out, and 
then put him in the lock-up with Bolderick.  
This appeared to be the culmination of the 
Sunday morning performances. 

On Monday morning Bolderick was 
brought before Justice Atkinson for trial, on 
complaint of Dix, for assault with intent to 
kill John Cavanaugh, with a loaded 
revolver.  Several witnesses were 
examined on both sides.  The testimony for 
the State was very contradictory, no two 
witnesses testifying alike.  Bolderick was 
discharged, as the evidence was not 
sufficient to hold him for trial. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 29 [Saturday, July 16, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

 

GEORGE KITTSON, who had his 
finger bitten in a scuffle with with [sic] 
James Eagan, on the night of July 5th, had 
to have his arm amputated Wednesday 
afternoon, on account of blood 
poisoning.  The operation was performed 
by Dr. Fortier, assisted by Drs. 
Washburne, Sears and Odell. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 30 [Saturday, July 23, 1881], 
page 2, column 2 

 
A more malignant or untruthful article 

was never penned that this which we take 
from the Range of the 21st: 

“George Kittson, one of the ‘notables’ 
of Florence[,] had his right arm amputated 
being made necessary from an injury 
received in a slight fracas in one of his 
‘habitations’ on ‘Biler Avenue,’ during which 
his right hand was badly bitten by one of 
the fair denizens of the ‘home.’  Dr. C. 
Fortier, of the Keel Ridge mine, with 
assistants, performed the operation.  His 
recovery is considered as doubtful, though 
the doctors are making every endeavor to 
extend the season of probation and give 
him time for repentance.” 

George Kittson, the unfortunate man 
alluded to, is well and favorably known in 
this region, from the Menominee river up.  
For the last few years he has been 
engaged in exploring and has been 
connected with several valuable mining 
properties.  At the time of the accident he 
was boarding at Mr. Alphonse Peltier’s, 
where he is at the present writing.  On the 
evening of the 5th of this month, he got into 
a scuffle with a man named Egan [sic – 
Eagan] at his boarding house, and was 
bitten by Egan [sic – Eagan] in one of his 
fingers, which resulted in having to have his 
arm taken off, but is now getting well as fast 
as possible.  We are at a loss to imagining 
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what it is that prompts the writing of such 
slanders on our town and citizens.  It is a 
beastly attempt to smirch Mr. Kittson’s 
character and is more particularly 
outrageous at the present time, when he is 
helpless from his terrible injury.  Had Mr. 
Kittson been the character that he is 
represented to be, common decency would, 
have at the present time, [sic] withheld such 
an article from publication.  The slanderous 
article is false from beginning to end, and 
the editor may hear more of the cases 
before he gets through. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 30 [Saturday, July 23, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

 
GEO. KITTSON, who on account of 

blood poisoning, had to have his right 
arm amputated above the elbow, is 
getting along as favorably as could be 
expected under the circumstances.  His iron 
constitution will bring him out all right, with 
the exception of the loss of his good arm. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 42 [Saturday, October 15, 
1881], page 3, column 4 

 
THE police court has been pretty fairly 

patronized this week.  On Saturday last 
Melton Menick and Henry McLaughlin 
went out to have a little fun with the boys.  
After inhaling a sufficient quantity of foul air 
that seems to abound in this region at the 
present time, they made a murderous 
attack upon one John Ekley with sharp 
knives.  John didn’t even possess a boiled 
rutabaga with which to defend himself, and 
the consequence was that laudable pus 
soon flowed from several portions of his 
anatomy.  The treatment was more than the 
proud spirit of John could endure, so on 

Sunday last he swore out a warrant before 
Justice Atkinson for their arrest for assault 
with attempt to murder.  On Monday the 
ruffians were brought before his honor to 
answer to the charge.  As they failed to 
prove satisfactorily to the court why they 
should not be sent up for the offense, the 
Justice thought it proper to remand them to 
jail for trial at the next term of the Circuit 
Court.  They were remanded, and will, for a 
time, now board at the county’s expense, 
and try to make themselves at home in the 
county’s elegant residence at Marinette.  It 
is also not improbable that they may 
conclude – or the court for them – to reside 
in the near future, for a time at least, at 
Waupun. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume X, 
Number 29 [Saturday, July 13, 1890], 
page 5, column 1 

 

KILLED THE WRONG MAN. 
_____ 

 
John Marona, an Italian, 
Murdered This Morning. 

_____ 
 

Gioavaino, Another Italian Miner, 
Mistakes His Victim for a Swede 
Who Had Insulted Him – Marono 
[sic] Dies Five Hours After the 

Assault – The Murderer Escapes 
and Is Still at Large – Brief 

Account of theTragedy 
– The Inquest – Another 

Argument in Favor of 
a Night Police Force 

_____ 
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John Marona [sic – Giovanni 
Maccono], an Italian miner from 
Stambaugh, Mich., was murdered at the 
corner of Florence Avenue and Chapin 
Street, this city at an early hour this 
morning.  Shortly after midnight a drunken 
gang of Italians paraded the above named 
streets, hooting, singing, and using ribald 
language of the worst description.  They 
met, it is said, a party of intoxicated 
Swedes, and one of the latter shoved 
Giavaino Dangero [sic – Giovanni 
Donssero], an Italian, off the sidewalk.  A 
few minutes later Dangero [sic – Giovanni 
Donssero] met two other Italians coming 
around the corner, and mistaking them in 
the darkness for the Swedes, proceeded to 
unmercifully belabor one of the men, John 
Morona [sic – Giovanni Maccono], over the 
head with a piece of old plank.  Marona [sic 
– Giovanni Maccono] sank to the ground 
unconscious, whereupon Dangero [sic – 
Giovanni Donssero] shouted “I fixed the --- -
- ---; I killed him.”  The other Italian, 
exclaiming “You have killed my parder [sic 
– partner],” struck a match and held it over 
the face of his friend.  Dangero [sic – 
Giovanni Donssero] then fled and is still at 
large.  The wounded man was carried into 
Clementi’s boarding house, in the old 
Gonyou [sic – Gagnon] residence, where 
he died at 5 o’clock this morning. 

Marona [sic – Giovanni Maccono], the 
murdered man, was 32 years old and 
unmarried.  He came to this country from 
Italy one year ago, worked for awhile [sic – 
a while] at the Florence mine, but for the 
past two months has been employed at the 
Iron River mine, at Stambaugh.  He came 
to Florence on the afternoon train 
yesterday. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume X, 
Number 31 [Saturday, July 20, 1890], 
page 5, column 2 

 

His Skull Was Badly Broken. 
 
A post-mortem which was held last 

Saturday on the body of Giovanni 
Maccono, the Italian whom it is alleged 
was murdered by a fellow countryman, 
Giovanni Donssero, in this city, two weeks 
ago to-day [sic – today], resulted 
conclusively proving him to have been the 
victim of foul play.  The physicians and 
surgeons who made the examination, Drs. 
C.A. Fortier and W.P. Scott, found the 
skull fractured in three places and a mass 
of clotted blood lodged upon the brain.  As 
the testimony heretofore given before 
Justice Haberkorn showed beyond a 
doubt that Maccono had been brutally 
beaten by Donssero, the latter’s conviction 
is now believed to be almost certain, for 
there is little question that death resulted 
from the injuries received at Donssero’s 
hands.  The preliminary examination will be 
concluded on Monday next, when the 
doctors will make their report.  Attorney 
Hurley, for the defense, informed a 
MINING NEWS reporter at Iron Mountain, 
Monday, that he would have the testimony 
regarding the post-mortem thrown out of 
court, on the ground that the autopsy was 
made too late, alleged the murdered man 
having been buried one week before that 
was done.  Whether Mr. Hurley will succeed 
in accomplishing his difficult task remains to 
be seen. 

 
PROSTITUTION 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 9 [Saturday, February 26, 
1881], page 3, columns 4-5 
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ON Saturday last, the report came that a 
man had been shot by John Morrison, 
the keeper of a house of ill-fame, across 
the lake, on the edge of the village of 
Commonwealth.  A number of citizens 
from Florence went to examine into the 
matter, and found a man lying dead 
beside the road.  His face was partially 
covered with blood, which had issued from 
his mouth.  The body was placed in a sleigh 
and brought to Florence.  Morrison gave 
himself up to the citizens as naither [sic – 
neither] justice or other officer were in town.  
A telegram was sent to sheriff Jeremiah 
O’Leary, at Marinette, to come and bring a 
justice of the peace with him.  In response, 
he came on Sunday, in company with 
Charles C. Daily, Esq.  A coroner’s jury 
was empaneled the same day and the 
inquest was adjourned until Monday, at 
which time an autopsy was made by 
surgeons W.H. Washburne, of this place[,] 
and D.M. Bond, of Quinnesec.  A hole 
apparently caused by a bullet was found 
extending from the right shoulder, through 
the first and second rib and penetrating the 
upper lobe of the lung.  The pericardium 
was filled with clotted blood. The ball was 
not found.  The evidence given seemed to 
show that the deceased in company with 
some of his friends had been drinking, and 
had gone to this house and had raised a 
disturbance and that Morrison undertook to 
eject them, with a pistol in his hand, and 
that the pistol was in some way discharged 
and that the man and his friends ran out.  
The evidence adduced seemed to be quite 
contradictory.  The verdict of the jury was:  
That Elias Persson came to his death by a 
gunshot would from the hand of John 
Morrison.”  Morrison was taken to 
Marinette by sheriff O’Leary, on Tuesday, 
for examination.  Up to the hour of going to 
press we have not learned how it 
terminated. 

 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 10 [Saturday, March 5, 1881], 
page 2, column 2 

 
AS there seems to be, apparently, some 

misunderstanding about my official status, 
in regard to the late shooting affray at 
Commonwealth, I will injustice to myself 
say a few words about the matter, which 
will clear it up.  On the 20th of last month, I 
received a notice that I had been appointed 
a justice of the peace, and on the 23d [sic – 
23rd] I qualified.  On the 19th, word was 
brought to me that a man had been shot 
in Commonwealth and was lying dead 
beside the road.  I was asked to go over, 
which I did – previously engaging a team to 
bring the body to Florence and telling the 
teamster to notify Barnette[,] the deputy 
sheriff.  When I arrived on the ground, I 
found several citizens of Florence, [sic] 
there before me.  Morrison made his 
statement of the case to me and asked my 
advice, [sic – .]  I advised him to give 
himself up.  About that time we – the 
citizens, ascertained that the deputy sheriff 
was out of town.  Morrison then placed 
himself in charge of Mr. D. Dix and 
remained in his custody.  As I had no more 
official power to act in the matter than any 
other citizen, I telegraphed to sheriff 
O’Leary telling him to come here and bring 
a justice of the peace with him.  This is the 
substance of the case as far as I had any 
connection with it.  As I have been informed 
that unjust reflections, [sic] have in other 
places, [sic] been cast upon my official 
capacity, I have thought a few lines in 
explanation might be proper. 

JAMES F. ATKINSON. 
 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 28 [Saturday, July 9, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 
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ON Sunday last – so it is said – a beer 

glass, in the hands of Old Mudge, suddenly 
broke loose from its moorings and came 
into collision with the roof of Peter 
Jourdan’s upper story.  After shaving about 
a quarter section of it, the doctor had 
sufficient territory cleared, on which to 
commence operations. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 28 [Saturday, July 9, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

 
IT is singular how after the shadows 

of evening are falling fast, strangers are 
anxious to explore the far famed “Biler 
Avenue.”  It has got an extended 
reputation and as one of the “sights” of the 
town, has to be interviewed.  Competent 
and trusty guides can be had for a 
comparatively small compensation. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 30 [Saturday, July 23, 1881], 
page 3, columns 3-4 

 
WE have been reliably informed that 

“Old Mudge” has experienced a change of 
heart.  This was brought about by three of 
the deacons of his church having to get out 
of town, as the Philistines were preparing to 
move upon them.  Since the event, the “old 
man” partakes of spiritual sustenance more 
deeply than ever. 

 
BILER AVENUE is fast losing its 

attractions, and now “Old Mudge” is 
wearing a long face, and with a sigh 
declares that if things go on in this 
deplorable way much longer, that even 
he, – the pride of the avenue – will soon 
have to move to a more favorable 
locality, for the benefit of his health and 

reputation.  The NEWS may mourn his 
departure, as he has furnished it with the 
nucleus for many a local item, and can 
cordially recommend him to the notice of 
any small town, needing a “central 
ornament.”  Applications from towns along 
the Range can be sent to this intelligence 
bureau. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 31 [Saturday, July 30, 1881], 
page 3, column 2 

 
ANOTHER deacon of the Biler avenue 

synagogue [house of ill repute] had to 
succumb to the inevitable and start out on a 
pilgrimage. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 31 [Saturday, July 30, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

 
OUR esteemed fellow citizen, “Old 

Mudge,” is traveling, to save his reputation.  
We’ll weep no more. 

Believing, we rejoice, 
To see the cuss removed. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 35 [Saturday, August 27, 1881], 
page 3, column 2 

 
THE sinagogue [word play – house of 

ill repute] on Biler avenue is on its last 
legs.  A priestess who officiated there has 
had to leave town.  Keep the good work 
moving on. 

 
Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette 

County, Wisconsin, Volume II, Number 
5 [Saturday, January 28, 1882], page 3, 
column 4 
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A MAN of the name of George Hanson 
was arrested on Saturday last for assaulting 
one Isaak Fosburg.  It appears that 
Fosburg got beery and hung around one of 
the saloons on Florence avenue.  Hanson 
and another man suggested a walk.  When 
outside, one of the pair held Fosburg’s 
arms and the other proceeded to go 
through his pockets.  Fosburg resisted, 
yelled, and got his head smashed for his 
efforts.  An officer appeared and the 
highway robbers ran.  Hanson[,] as 
stated[,] was arrested, plead guilty and was 
fined $25. [sic] and costs.  In default he was 
to have boarded at the county’s expense for 
30 days.  Preparatory to being removed, he 
was hand-cuffed [sic – handcuffed] and 
placed in the lock up.  About 9 o’clock the 
same evening he escaped hand cuffs [sic – 
handcuffs] and all.  The officer was not to 
blame as the calaboose has been in such 
shaky condition, [sic] that it wouldn’t hold a 
cat and the animal would have had to have 
been made out of cast iron or else it would 
have frozen to death.  The building is now 
to be fixed up in good shape. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 20 [Saturday, May 13, 1882], 
page 3, column 3 

 
THE Rev. Louis C. Mudge, formerly a 

shining and luminous light in this village, 
has, we hear, accepted a call to administer 
to the spiritual necessities, of a small, but 
appreciative congregation, away down in 
Southern Illinois – the Land of Egypt.  It is 
presumable that his work will be mostly and 
generally of the missionary kind and it is but 
reasonable to suppose that he will, ere 
many moons wax and wane, succeed in 
dispelling some of the darkness which 
envelopes that benighted land.  Our only 
regret is that his removal will deprive certain 
denizens of Marinette, of a resort at which 

they could secure both spiritual comfort and 
consolation. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 21 [Saturday, May 20, 1882], 
page 3, column 2 

 
THE Rev. Louis C. Mudge, comes 

again before the public.  This time he has 
had a little misunderstanding, with the 
deacons of the church, in Southern Illinois 
– of whose congregation he was to take 
personal supervision – in the worldly matter 
of salary, and has decided to benefit his 
fellow man by opening in Chicago an 
asylum for suffering humanity to the called 
“The Infidels Home.”  As far as we can 
learn, it is to be conducted on strict 
geometric and asthetic [sic – aesthetic] 
principals [sic – principles].  His preliminary 
announcements have already been 
received in this vicinity – and in Marinette. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 28 [Saturday, July 8, 1882], 
page 1, column 6 

 
A VERY dark case came up before 

Esquire Foster on Wednesday last, when 
Sally Flately, Mandy Jones, Bob 
Snowdrop and Josh Billings, were called 
to appear before the bar of justice and 
answer to charges of keeping, or being 
inmates of a house of illfame [sic – ill 
fame].  The first three were as black as the 
ace of spades, on a rainy midnight, in a 
dark cellar.  The last one called himself 
white.  From the statement of the several 
parties arrested, it seemed that Sally does 
washing for a living.  Mandy is an assistant 
in that line of business.  Bob had just 
dropped in on a friendly visit, and as Josh 
was found under a bed and as his clothes 
were piled up in another part of the room, it 
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did seem at a first glance that 
circumstances were somewhat against him.  
He explained this unfortunate feature of the 
case by informing his honor that as he had 
but one suit of clothes, he necessarily, if 
wishing to have them cleansed, would have 
to remain without them at least long enough 
to let them dry.  The statements were all 
reasonable and plausible but this did not 
prevent his honor from inflicting 
proportionate fines on the entire batch.  
Sally has always kept a malodorous 
ranch and if the dirty nest can be broken up 
it will be a good thing for the community. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 2 [Saturday, January 26, 1883], 
page 1, column 4 

 
WEDNESDAY evening Mudge’s full 

grown wolf, which is kept chained at his 
place, broke loose and was gallivanting 
about the streets.  It was tame and playful 
and did no harm, but it may break loose 
once too often for the good health of some 
of our people.  Tame wolves and bears 
make excellent shooting.  He wants to keep 
his cats at home. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 28 [Saturday, July 7, 1883], 
page 5, column 1 

 
Iron River Ripples. 

_____ 
[Special Correspondence.] 

 
Hicks’ house of ill-repute, at 

Stambaugh, has been destroyed by fire. 
 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 39 [Saturday, September 23, 
1882], page 1, column 6 

 
IT is not safe for an innocent, good 

looking man to go around this town after 
dark, especially on the back street, 
commonly called “Biler avenue.”  It would 
appear so, however, from  the fact that one 
of our worthy police officers got into a rather 
serious difficulty one evening last week by 
being on said avenue rather late.  If a 
policeman will get into trouble, most any 
person is likely to get into the same 
predicament.  It seems that said good 
looking officer, with a moustache and chin 
whiskers, occurred down that way in the 
discharge of his respective duties, and was 
abducted into one of the houses there by a 
young lady.  She told him there was a man 
in the building who needed taking care of.  
The officer, who is always ready to do 
anything in his power for the gentle sex, 
accompanied her into the house, where he 
found another young lady, but could not see 
anything that had the appearance of a man.  
He was somewhat puzzled at first, but one 
of the girls said she guessed he had gone 
out to get a drink and might be back in a 
few minutes and invited the cop to take a 
seat and wait a short time.  He waited about 
as long as he thought best and the man did 
not show up, so he started to go, but as he 
arose one of the girls took his handcuffs out 
of his coat pocket, while the other one 
tumbled him over a chair onto his back and 
her companion clasped the bracelets onto 
the wrists of the worthy police.  They had 
him foul, and then proceeded to go through 
him.  They took everything he had in his 
pockets and then took his pockets away 
from him, which did him up in grand style.  
(He had no pockets in his under shirt [sic – 
undershirt].)  After they got through with him 
he looked a good deal like a native of 
Africa, and had on about as many clothes 
as a genuine cannibal.  After they had 
tortured him for about two hours, they 
proceeded to ---------- let him go.  It did not 
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take him any alarming amount of time to get 
home and clean up.  He declares that the 
next time he has occasion to go on “Biler” 
after dark, he will take a whole squad of 
police along to protect him from the 
innocent “famules [females]” who infect that 
part of the city. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 47 [Saturday, November 18, 
1882], page 1, column 4 

 
THE reverend Louis C. Mudge, 

sometimes called “Old Mudge,” has retired 
to the depth of the shade of the primeval 
forest, about three quarters of a mile away 
from this beautiful village, where he is 
engaged in keeping a house of 
entertainment on the “European plan,” 
whatever that is.  Ta-ta, old man; sorry to 
lose you. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 2 [Saturday, January 6, 1883], 
page 1, column 4 

 
WEDNESDAY evening Mudge’s full 

grown wolf, which is kept chained at his 
place, broke loose and was gallivanting 
about the streets.  It was tame and playful 
and did no harm, but it may break loose 
once too often for the good health of some 
of our people.  Tame wolves and bears 
make excellent shooting.  He wants to keep 
his cats at home. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 16 [Saturday, April 14, 1883], 
page 1, column 6 

 
PEOPLE of Florence will well remember 

one of the ruffianly characters in a tragedy 
occurring recently at East Saginaw, Mich., 

the following particulars of which we take 
from the Chicago Tribune: 

“A serious affray occurred last night at a 
house of ill-repute half a mile north of 
the village of Grayling, kept by a man 
named James Eagan.  A stranger named 
John France went to the house and getting 
into a quarrel went to the village and 
purchased a revolver, and started back 
vowing to shoot Eagan unless some money 
he had paid was refunded.  Reaching the 
place he attacked Eagan, shooting at him 
three times, two of the bullets taking effect 
in Eagan’s face and head.  Eagan then 
clinched his assailant and stabbed France 
twice in the side and lungs with a jackknife, 
besides cutting him in other places.  Eagan 
is dangerously hurt, and France will die.  
Eagan and wife are in custody, and there 
[sic – their] examination is postponed 
awaiting the result of France’s injury.  The 
girls were given twenty-four hours to leave 
the country.” 

A year or two ago Eagan ran a house 
of ill-fame in the vicinity of Florence but 
owing to a quarrel in which he bit a man’s 
hand and the man afterward lost his arm he 
fled the country.  He is a thorough ruffian, 
and came here from Fayette, Mich., after 
the enraged citizens of that place had 
burned down his bawdy house and 
tarred and feathered and rode him on a 
rail. 
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ALLEGED MURDER. 
_____ 

 
The Mysterious Death of a 

Skandinavian Causing 
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Considerable Excitement 
Among Certain Classes at Iron 
Mountain. 

_____ 
 

On Sunday morning last the passenger 
train bound south from Florence shoved 
the dead body of a man from the truck, at a 
point near the Quinnesec cemetery.  On 
investigation it was found that the body had 
been mangled by an earlier train.  The 
remains were identified as those of a young 
Swede miner named John Peterson, who 
had been working at the Chapin.  A 
coroners’ [sic – coroner’s] inquest was held 
and a verdict of accidental death was 
rendered.  When the remains were being 
prepared for burial, it is alleged that marks 
indicating foul play were discovered.  It is 
even claimed that the man was shot 
through the head, his head then severed 
from his body with a knife and the body 
placed on the track to conceal the crime.  
Peterson attended a funeral on Saturday 
and then proceeded to Dominick Walsh’s 
bagnio.  It is said he had considerable 
money.  Walsh claims the man became 
grossly intoxicated and that he expelled him 
from his place.  This was the last seen of 
him.  A man was arrested on suspicion, but 
released.  The general opinion is that 
Peterson was murdered.  His friends are 
excited to a point of lynching and it would 
go hard with the murderer, were he caught.  
A thorough investigation is being 
conducted. 
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M’HUE ARRESTED. 
_____ 

 
Mrs. McHue Joins Her Husband – 

An Attempt to Raid Bolduc’s 
Bagnio Forestalled by the Flight 
of the Inmates – A Day of 
Excitement. 

_____ 
 

A warrant was issued on Friday morning 
for the arrest of Pat McHue, on the charge 
of using abusive language on the street.  
When Sheriff Readmon served the warrant 
McHue defied him, and, while he was 
securing aid, McHue ran up stairs [sic – 
upstairs] in John Morrison’s building, and 
out the back door, making his escape to 
Bolduc’s place north of town.  Sheriff 
Readmon, Deputy Sheriff Noyes, Wm. 
Noyes, VanMartyr and Bob. Andrews 
followed him, after due preparation in 
Webb’s delivery wagon.  When they were 
within fifteen rods of the bagnio McHugh 
[sic] appeared in the door, and called to 
them to hold on.  They did not slacken their 
pace and he 

FIRED FIVE SHOTS 
at them as they approached.  Having 
emptied his revolver without succeeding in 
frightening the offices and their aids [sic – 
aides], he turned and fled.  They 
surrounded the building in time for Wm[.] 
Noyes and VanMartyr to see him run from 
the back door and make for the woods over 
the garden fence.  They gave chase and 
Noyes overtook him at a distance of forty 
rods, when McHue threw up his hands, 
saying, “don’t shoot, I squeal.  I give up.”  
He was brought back to town in handcuffs 
and lodged securely in jail.  McHue had 
been quarrelsome for some time, having 

DRAWN A REVOLVER 
in a fray the night previous.  This troubler of 
the peace finds himself at last in a bad box.  
Those five shots fired deliberately at the 
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officers are likely to send him “over the 
road,” it being under the statutes a 
penitentiary offense.  The citizens generally 
are jubilant over the fact that he has finally 
reached the end of his rope, and that so 
good an opportunity for effectually getting 
rid of him is afforded.  Mr. Noyes, the 
deputy sheriff, says; [sic – says:]  “If they 
don’t send him up, I’ll never arrest another 
man in Florence; I’ll pay my five dollars fine 
every time first.”  The officers deserve a 
great deal of credit for their faithfulness 
both in this case, and heretofore.  His 
preliminary examination will be held this 
morning.  Afterwards 

HIS WIFE WAS ARRESTED 
for abusing the sheriff. 

The excitement continued to run high 
throughout the day.  A considerable 
addition to it in the afternoon was brought 
about by the sheriff and a posse of men 
consisting of Charles and William Noyes, 
George Keyes and George Billman, 
making a sally upon Bolduc’s bagnio for 
the purpose of “pulling it.”  The inmates had 
taken French leave and by a forned [sic – 
forced] march escaped into Michigan, via 
the Brule road, thus forestalling the action 
of the officers. 

ANOTHER RAID 
was made, later in the day, upon Mudge’s 
place on Florence avenue and two men 
and two women were taken into custody 
and placed in the “cooler.”  Yesterday was 
certainly an active day for the officers, and 
it is to be hoped it was an effective day.  
The people are with them in their efforts to 
enforce the laws. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
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BOLDUC’S BAGNIO 
BURNED. 

_____ 
 

To Ashes on Last Friday Evening – 
“Mining News” Representatives 
the Only Witnesses of the 
Scene – The Fire Thought to be 
an Incentiaryism – Arrest of 
Officers and the Probable Loss 
– What the Town Gains by the 
Destruction 

_____ 
 

The intense excitement prevalent in 
Florence on Friday last over the arrest of a 
large number of lawless characters who 
have so long been a curse to this 
community, received a new impetus on 
Saturday morning when the report became 
current that Bolduc’s bagnio had burned to 
ashes the previous evening.  As no alarm 
had been turned in, the news created a 
great surprise, and anxious groups seeking 
particulars of the burning thronged the 
streets.  What created still greater surprise 
was the fact that no persons who had been 
at the scene while the fire raged could be 
found.  However, two representatives of the 
MINING NEWS were at the scene within a 
quarter of an hour after the flames had first 
been seen, and succeeded in gathering the 
details of this happy destruction. 

WHEN FIRST SEEN, 
from our office window, at about 10:40 
o’clock, the ruinous element had evidently 
just broken through the roof.  Fifteen 
minutes later the whole place was in 
flames, the pine lumber of which it was built 
furnishing fine fuel for the devouring 
element.  On arriving at Bolduc’s our 
representatives found the heat so great that 
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they could not approach within forty feet of 
the building.  They attempted to rescue a 
poor wolf that was running slowly around a 
pole near the house, but in [sic – the] 
intensity of the heat obliged them to leave 
the suffering animal roast before their eyes.  
It died nobly, however, not one groan or 
suffering shriek escaping from it until death 
put an end to its existence.  Several dogs 
also suffered greatly, and the fierce howls 
which they sent forth succeeded in bringing 
no relief.  One poor canine whose kennel 
was all ablaze gave one piercing shriek and 
then laid down to die amidst the flames.  An 
instant later the flames had detached its 
chain from the kennel, and making a final 
effort, the dog 

WON ITS FREEDOM 
and ran off through the fields, dragging a 
red-hot chain after him.  The fire illumined 
the whole town and country for miles 
around, and it is rather puzzling that no 
other witnesses were at the scene.  As it 
was, the only trace of human being that 
could be found, was a light some distance 
in the woods, which disappeared suddenly 
after it had been watched for half a minute.  
Some noises also were heard, and as the 
evening was not in the least windy, they 
added to the general mystery.  After the 
house had about burned to the ground, a 
crowd was heard coming toward the scene 
from another direction, and for some time 
they continued to associate Bolduc’s name 
amidst their excited conversation.  
Surmises as to the origin of the fire are 
various.  On returning to town it was 
learned that “Pony” Dayton, who had 
been detailed by Bolduc to watch the 
property, had been taken from the premises 
by Officers Wm. Noyes and VanMartyr, 
about thirty minutes previous to the fire 
being discovered.  This gave rise to a 
theory that the fire was the result of a lamp 
explosion.  It is also said that when Dayton 
was asked if he had any keys to the 

establishment he replied in the negative.  
The doors were therefore allowed to remain 
unfastened, and it is probable that some 
mischief-loving individual or indignant 
citizen put a match to the establishment.  
The general belief is that it was of 

AN INCENDIARY ORIGIN, 
but no right-minded person lays suspicion 
at the doors of any particular persons.  
There is one thing almost certain, and that 
is that its origin cannot be traced to 
surrounding brush fires, for the wind was 
from the wrong direction to cause such a 
result.  The fire evidently slarted [sic – 
started] in the south-east corner of the 
building.  The entire loss is not known; but 
the officers who hod [sic – had] been in the 
building that day report that the furniture, 
clothing, etc., was very poor.  The total loss 
cannot therefore be estimated at much over 
$500.  But the excitement reached its 
culminating point Saturday evening when 
warrants were served on Sheriff Readmon 
and Officers Wm. Noyes and J.C. 
VanMarter [sic], charging them with 
maliciously setting fire to this stronghold of 
outlawry.  To the shame of Florence these 
respectable and upright citizens were 
lodged in jail on the complaint of men 
publicly known as outlaws of the lowest and 
most despicable character.  And what is a 
greater shame is the fact that Bolduc 
himself was allowed to assist in making the 
arrest.  Of course, all 

GOOD CITIZENS WERE INDIGNANT 
over the matter, while the law-breakers of 
the community rushed wildly through the 
streets, cheering and yelling vociferously 
over what they considered a defeat of 
fustice [sic – justice].  However, before long 
they will reap what they have sown.  To 
them the harvest will be indeed a most 
bitter one, for all respectable people now 
recognize the fact that combined and 
systematic resistance to lawlessness is 
necessary.  Some of our officials also 
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deserve the severest condemnation for 
issuing warrants on the complaint of such 
irresponsible persons. 

At the examination of these men last 
Monday, they were bound over until the 9th 
inst. [of this month]  A warrant was also 
issued on Monday for the arrest of Bob 
Andrews on the same charge.  That the 
issuance of these warrants has been 

INSPIRED BY MALICIOUSNESS 
is proven by the fact that some of the 
persons arrested are positively known not 
to have been near the place that evening.  
Being aware of this, it has been decided 
nevertheless to put them to all the trouble 
possible.  Accordingly, on the complaint of 
a woman utterly unknown to shame, 
another warrant has been issued for the 
arrest of Sheriff Readmon, charging him 
with taking by stealth $200 from one of the 
feminine wretches arrested at Mudge’s on 
last Friday evening.  If acquitted of the 
charge of arson on next Monday, this 
warrant will be served on him.  While 
feeling indignant, and justly so, over the 
lawlessness of these characters, the 
circumstances of the past week justifies [sic 
– justify] every good citizen in 
congratulating himself upon the result.  
Besides ridding ourselves of some of the 
worst characters in the state, an end has 
been put to one of our most formidable 
refuges of outlawry. 
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TOUGHS MUST TRAVEL 
_____ 

 
From Florence or Behave 

Themselves – McHue, the 

Notorious Outlaw, Driven Out of 
Town – He Should Have Been 
Whipped Out or Sent to Waupun 
– Florence’s Morals in the 
Laundry – All the Citizens in the 
Garbs of Washers, Seeing that 
They Come Out Cleaner – A 
Criticism. 

_____ 
 

Pat McHue, the notorious tough and 
outlaw, has gone from Florence.  He left on 
a “tie pass” for Iron Mountain early 
Monday morning.  The fact that he was 
allowed to go after his actions here and 
elsewhere and after valuable officers had 
risked their lives to capture him, is a 
travesty upon justice and an outrage upon 
the people.  McHue is one of a boasting 
class of cowards, who are driven from place 
to place by the better element and carry 
ourlawry with them as an intimate 
associate.  As an excellent representation 
of that worthless class, McHue stands pre-
eminent.  Under the subterfuge of being a 
wrestler and pugilist, he has been able to 
work no end of trouble and harm.  He is a 
powerful man, wreckless when under the 
influence of liquor, and a downwright [sic – 
downright] sneak when sober.  He kept up 
his aggressive reputation while in Florence 
by pounding four or five light-weight 
consumptives, who couldn’t make a 
respectable resistance to a lively school 
boy. 

THE MISERABLE WHELP 
arrived in Florence some time during the 
winter and at once opened a dive on 
Central avenue, which was run night and 
day and Sundays, much to the chagrin and 
shame of all the better class of citizens.  His 
place was the rendezvous of the roughest 
element and more than one criminal was 
harbored there.  The proprietors [sic – 
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proprietor’s] career here was a checkered 
one.  He soon found that the officials of 
Florence would tolerate none of the violent 
outbursts that characterized his career in 
other towns from which he was obliged to 
flee.  Consequently he confined himself to 
sneaking threats and cowardly mouthings.  
When the itme came for the issuance of 
licenses last spring, he was very properly 
refused one.  This only served to make him 
howl the louder and added another link to 
his long chain of alleged grievances, for 
which he continually threatened to get 
even.  Last Friday morning while half-
frenzied with bad whisky, he became 
angered at the way his dog was being 
handled in a combat with an antagonistic 
canine and commenced 

A SERIES OF ABUSE 
upon almost everything in particular and the 
officers of Florence in general.  Drawing a 
revolver he defied arrest and the sequel 
was published in last week’s MINING 
NEWS.  It is probably the only time in the 
history of the country when a dog fight 
resulted in such a grand manner.  McHue 
was arrested as detailed last week and was 
fined $30 and costs.  A warrant was then 
issued for his arrest on the charge of 
resisting the officers.  This was held over 
his head and the tough was ordered to 
travel.  He was given from Saturday until 
Monday to get out of town.  This is just what 
constitutes the outrage and travesty.  He 
was liable to severe punishment on the 
charge of assault with intent to kill and 
when the question is asked why he was not 
prosecuted the general reply is that it was 
better for him to be driven out than spend 
money prosecuting him, only to have it 
result in nothing.  There is no good reason 
why justice and 

DESERVED PUNISHMENT 
cannot be dealt out to evil-doers in 
Florence as well as any other place.  
McHue, after endeavoring to take the lives 

of the officers, should not have been 
treated so leniently and with so much 
consideration.  If it was decided to drive him 
out of town he should have been whipped 
out without ten minutes’ notice.  A good 
lashing at every jump would have served to 
permanently impress his memory with the 
way things are done here.  It has become to 
be quite a popular opinion that Dist. Att’y 
McIntosh is too lenient in his prosecutions.  
He is abundantly able to conduct a vigorous 
warfare on outlaws and he should do it.  
The air is continually filled with queer 
statements as to his positions and actions 
and the district attorney owes it to his 
constituency to dispel this.  There are those 
who insist that the Ross case is not being 
handled as it should be.  One or two signal 
efforts, such as the 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY IS CAPABLE 
of accomplishing if he desires, would go far 
towards checking and turning the tide of 
popular opinion, which is fast swelling into a 
stream of formidable dimensions.  It might 
be truthfully said that in a county like 
Florence the district attorney is the leading 
officer.  He should take interest enough in 
the welfare of the people to correct other 
officers, when he sees them taking illegal or 
improper courses.  All should work in 
harmony and only in this way are important 
and good results obtained.  The morals of 
Florence are undergoing a purging.  They 
needed it.  Let every man who has any 
interest in the welfare of the town and 
county assist.  Florence must and will have 
good order.  Her laws must be obeyed.  
Sheriff Readmon, Deputy Noyes, the 
town board, and the other right-minded 
gentlemen who assisted are entitled to all 
praise.  They are and should be upheld in 
the good work.  All that is needed is to 

TEACH THE TOUGHS A LESSON 
by a severe example.  McHue was not 
treated half heroic enough.  His expulsion 
will result in great good no doubt, but the 
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example would have been better if he had 
been whipped out of town on the double-
quick and still better if he had been sent to 
Waupun for a season.  The galaxy of towns 
to which McHue and his ilk are prescribed 
entrance are growing larger and Florence 
has joined the list.  Let her citizens see that 
the good work goes on and that the present 
vigorous demand for good order is kept up.  
Florence, with her schools, her efficient 
town government, and her unrivalled 
facilities is an inviting place for the 
investment of capital.  Families can be 
raised here in an air of as perfect security 
and purity as any place.  No emergency 
can possibly occur that she is not equal to.  
She is fast assuming the garb of a model 
town in every respect.  Let everybody see 
that the town is aided in this direction and 
all will be well. 
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DUEL! 
_____ 

 
District Attorney McIntosh and 
Sheriff Readmon, of Florence 

County, Engage in a 
Disgraceful Street 

Duel Last  
Monday. 

_____ 
 

Shots Exchanged With 38- 
Calibre Smith & Wesson 

Revolvers and the  
Sheriff Thought to 
Have Been Mor- 

Tally Wounded. 
_____ 

 
Both Men Arrested and Both Very 
Properly asked to Resign, After 

Disgracing Themselves, 
Their Offices and  
The Community 

_____ 
 

The Resignation of the District At- 
Torney Handed to Citizens’ Com- 

Mittee – Condition of Read- 
Mon – An Exciting Time – 
Harsh Measures, Which 

it is Hoped Will Re- 
sult Beneficially 

to Florence’s 
Morals. 
_____ 

 
FROM THE EXTRAS: 

JUNE 9, 5:30 O’CLOCK P.M. 

At 4:40 o’clock this afternoon District 
Attorney C.E. McIntosh and Sheriff 
James E. Readmon, of Florence county, 
ended a wordy altercation by firing upon 
each other with 38-calibre, self-acting Smith 
& Wesson revolvers, which resulted in the 
latter being wounded twice and probably 
fatally.  The affair took place in the street at 
the corner of Cyclops street and Central 
avenue.  It grew out of a long feud, which 
was fired by an altercation over the arrest 
and incarceration of a lumberman.  
McIntosh escaped unhurt, while 

TWO BALLS PENETRATED 
READMON’S BODY, 

one entering the breast in the region of the 
right lung, piercing it and coming out at the 
back.  The other ball struck his left hand 
and inflicted a flesh wound, the ball coming 
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out at the elbow.  Readmon was taken 
home in a carriage and Dr. Fortier called, 
who pronounced the wounds probably fatal.  
McIntosh was arrested while attempting to 
depart with Gabe McIsaac in a spring 
wagon, for the alleged purpose of giving 
himself up to a Commonwealth officer.  
Popular indignation runs high and it is 
impossible to predict the outcome.  Opinion 
is divided as to who fired first.  Readmon 
fired once and McIntosh twice.  This extra 
is merely to give the bar news of the 
occurrence and hasty comment is refrained 
from.  The MINING NEWS merely advises 
the good citizens of Florence to carefully sift 
the matter to the bottom and see that 
proper punishment is inflicted upon the 
proper person and that justice and nothing 
but justice is done. 

JUNE 10, 7 O’CLOCK A.M. 
At several times during last evening 

Sheriff Readmon had sinking spells and it 
was thought by his physician and 
everybody that he could not live the night 
through, but this morning he seemed much 
better and felt quite cheerful.  He is 
receiving every attention at the hands of the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen and the 
Catholic church, to both of which he 
belongs.  Inflammation has not set in yet 
and this is what is dreaded.  It now looks as 
though he had a chance for his life if the 
inflammation can be kept down and blood 
poisoning prevented.  His relatives were 
summoned last night.  The town was 
patrolled last night by a strong force of 
police and quiet prevailed.  A warrant has 
been issued for the arrest of T.C. Tully and 
G.E. McIsaac, the latter clerk of the court, 
on the charge of aiding and abetting in the 

ESCAPE OF A PRISONER. 
They succeeded in getting McIntosh in a 
spring wagon while he was under the 
surveillance of George Keyes, who was 
deputized to guard him.  What ever [sic – 
Whatever] the object of the attempt was, it 

failed.  McIntosh was arrested on the 
charge of shooting with intent to kill and 
was admitted to bail in the sum of $3,000.  
T.C. Tully and Charles Loughrey are his 
bondsmen.  If [sic – It] is now quite certain 
that McIntosh shot first and also that 
Readmon only shot once and that he 
refrained from killing his assailant when he 
had him in his power.  After receiving a 
bullet through his body and one in his left 
arm, Readmon knocked McIntosh down 
and could have killed him.  The entire affair 
was inexcusable and might have been 
averted.  But it is now of no avail to say 
what might and should have been done.  
Last evening McIntosh attempted to enter 
Sheridan’s saloon, whereupon he was told 
not to and still insisted upon going in, 
Patrick Sheridan, a brother to Peter,  

DENOUNCED HIM AS A MURDERER, 
knocked him down and kicked him off a 
high sidewalk into the street.  McIntosh 
spent last night in Commonwealth.  The 
citizens and officials have the matter in 
hand and will see that proper action is 
taken.  A petition is under preparation for 
the removal of McIntosh from the office of 
district attorney and Howard E. Thompson 
is spoken of as his successor.  The events 
of the past few weeks all tend towards a 
reconstruction of the conditions that govern 
the lawful control of Florence.  While harsh 
means have been taken and sad deeds 
committed, yet it will all lead to what has 
long been wanted in Florence – more 
attention to and enforcement of law and 
order.  Let every citizen do his whole duty in 
this time of trying emergency.  On being 
told this morning by a prominent business 
man that the feeling was against him and 
that he would have been lynched last night 
had Readmon died, McIntosh broke down 
and shed tears. 

LATER. 
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It is not for this journal to judge between 
the participants of the awful affair of 
Monday last.  Neither would it be possible 
to furnish space for the myriads of different 
accounts of the occurrence, which are 
given by alleged eye-witnesses, who have 
multiplied rapidly since the time of the 
much-to-be-regretted deed.  The feeling 
that gave rise to the quarrel as above 
stated, was not of hasty growth, as every 
person acquainted with the parties is 
aware.  An enmity of nearly a year’s growth 
had separated the men in a dangerous 
manner and at several times they brawled 
openly and once particularly, in Dr. Grant’s 
office, McIntosh and Readmon had a 
serious encounter.  The MINING NEWS 
does not mean to say who was most to 
blame, but the fact that the majority of the 
people and that major portion composed of 
the better class, sympathize with 
Readmon, argues badly for McIntosh.  
The affair of Monday is not now referred to.  
Not alone has McIntosh 

MADE HIMSELF DISAGREEABLE 
to Readmon, but at times he has seen fit to 
abuse and maltreat those who claimed to 
be friends of his and who had actually 
befriended him generously in times of 
pressing need.  Hard things are told of the 
man by persons from his former places of 
residence, but enough of his actions have 
been seen here to judge from, without 
making it necessary to go to the the [sic] 
haunts of his previous existence.  His 
career in Florence for a year or more past, 
has been characterized in such a manner 
as to bring down upon his head the 
severest condemnation of all intelligent and 
right-minded people.  McIntosh might not 
be so bad a man, were it not for his 
associations, habits and temper.  When in 
drink he is a most disagreeable person, and 
the possessor of as foul a tongue as was 
ever adjusted in the mouth of a human.  His 
power to abuse is pre-eminent and his 

predisposition to utilize that power has 
made for him 

A HOST OF ENEMIES, 
who might otherwise be his friends.  James 
E. Readmon, the other participant, is a 
large-framed, powerful man, of limited 
knowledge and rather dissolute habits.  His 
fondness for drink has led him astray often 
when his knowledge, if sober, would have 
kept him on the right path.  Like all humans 
he has his temper and has it under only 
limited control.  It is asserted by many that 
Readmon was the abused party and in fact 
this is believed to have been the case by 
the majority of the people.  Readmon’s 
official career has neither been a brilliant 
one nor exactly a model one.  He has 
caroused considerably, made several grave 
mistakes and acted badly with his 
bondsmen when he fell short in his 
accounts to the extent of some $800, upon 
settling up after a large sheriff’s sale.  But 

THE GENERAL BELIEF 
exists that Readmon’s intentions when he 
was supported, were to do what his 
judgment told him was right and his actions 
in many instances go far towards 
establishing the belief as a true one.  As to 
the occurrence of last Monday:  It was no 
more than an angry, hasty duel, on the part 
of two enraged enemies.  The men 
quarreled about a drunken lumberman who 
was incarcerated in the jail and one word 
led to another.  The abuse grew terrible and 
McIntosh threatened to shoot.  He was 
dared into the street by Readmon, who told 
him he durst not pace off 20 steps and face 
him.  McIntosh jumped off the walk and the 
shooting was almost instantaneous.  Who 
fired first is to a certain extent unknown.  
McIntosh claims it was Readmon and vice 
versa.  Both men are arrested and the 
result of the fight is give above.  It appears 
that the prevailing opinion among eye 
witnesses is that McIntosh fired first.  At 
least it is a certainty that 
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HE FIRED TWICE 
and that Readmon only fired once and 
refrained from killing McIntosh when he 
had it in his power to do so, after having 
received what was supposed to be a fatal 
wound.  As a duel, or a mere street fight, 
the affair cannot be denounced in terms too 
severe.  If the district attorney commenced 
the tirade of abuse, as Readmon claims, 
then the sheriff should have arrested him 
for disorderly conduct, provoke of assault, 
abusing an officer, or some such offense.  
If, as McIntosh claims, Readmon 
commenced the quarrel, then he should 
have gone away and took recourse in a 
way that he knows best.  But he sought the 
quarrel and had made bad threats as also it 
is claimed Readmon had.  There are 
friends of both parties who exclaim:  “Why if 
one dared the other and one showed the 
white feather, he wouldn’t have been a 
man.”  That is where they are mistaken.  If 
a man 

RISKS HIS LIFE 
in a good cause, for duty or to save others, 
he is brave, but if he risks his life for the 
mere purpose of accepting a “dare,” it 
demonstrates him to be a man of 
maliciousness, or a man of small caliber or 
a coward.  He is the brave man who always 
does his duty and respects the law.  If all 
quarrels or disagreements were settled by 
the code duello, the country would be 
continually bathed in blood.  Both men 
criminally committed themselves and the 
county board took proper action when it 
requested the resignation of both.  The 
resignation committee appointed by the 
citizens of Florence county, drafted the 
following: 
 

REQUEST FOR RESIGNATIONS. 
 

We the undersigned committee appointed to 
consider what action shall be taken in the matter of 
conduct of sheriff and district attorney of Florence 

county are fully satisfied that for the best interest of 
law and order that both sheriff and district attorney 
be requested to resign their respective offices.  We 
therefore in behalf of the citizens of Florence county 
request that C.E. McIntosh, district attorney, and 
James E. Readmon, sheriff, both resign their 
respective offices at once. 

   H.D. FISHER, 
   R.W. MARS,  
   A.M. PARMENTER. 

In response to this request C.E. McIntosh 
handed in the following couched resignation: 

MCINTOSH’S RESIGNATION. 
Florence, Wis., June 12, 1884. – To the Sheriff 

of Florence county, Wis. – I hereby respectfully 
tender my resignation of the office of district attorney 
of said county, to take effect on the 14th day of 
June, 1884. 

    C.E. McINTOSH. 

The following card was received from C.E. 
McIntosh: 

A CARD FROM MCINTOSH. 
Editor Mining News:  You requested me to give 

you a statement of the affair between James E. 
Readmon and myself.  This, I will make in proper 
time.  I do not wish to say much about the matter.  It 
was through the stupidity of the former that it all 
occurred.  I do not wish to censure him, but if you or 
any good citizen had been placed in my position at 
the time, you would have acted as I did under the 
circumstances.  Mr. Readmon was some twenty feet 
from me when he drew his revolver and covered me 
with it, advanced within three or four feet of me, 
using abusive and threatening language, and fired, 
the shot taking effect in my left side.  Thinking it high 
time to defend myself, I then drew my weapon and 
fired at him.  I am glad the result was no worse than 
it is.  Respectfully Yours, 

    C.E. McIntosh, 
        District Attorney. 

Florence, Wis., June 11, 1884. 

On Thursday evening a NEWS reporter 
visited James E. Readmon at his 
residence; found him in good spirits and 
likely to recover, although the crisis will not 
have been passed before the ninth day.  He 
made the following statement: 

 
READMON’S STATEMENT. 

I was sitting in Woodford’s door when 
McIntosh came along in company with a 
lumberman.  I had been bothered by lumbermen for 
some time before and I have reason to believe 
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McIntosh instigated them to make trouble for me.  It 
was between four and five o’clock in the afternoon, 
as near as I can judge.  McIntosh said:  “Have you 
got a man named Slim in jail?”  I replied that I had.  
He ordered me to release him.  I told him that he 
was in no condition to let out and that Mr. Frost had 
told me to keep him in until train time, when he 
would come, pay his fine and take him away.  
McIntosh said he would let him out.  I told him to 
just try it as fast as he could.  He then became 
enraged and commenced to abuse me in language 
too foul for publication.  I only laughed at him and 
started off.  He kept abusing me and 

THREATENED TO SHOOT 
several times.  I got quite a distance away from him 
when my patience gave out and I called him an old 
scoundrel and told him he did not dare to shoot, that 
if he meant to shoot, to step off twenty paces and I 
would accommodate him.  He jumped into the street 
and got the drop on me.  Firing twice before I did, 
both balls took effect.  I then fired, knocked him 
down, and choked him.  If he had attended to his 
own business the affair would not have occurred.  
He was always meddling with my official business 
and trying to do me all the harm in his power. 

The district attorney has made overtures of 
peace several times to Readmon’s friends and 
has signified his sorrow for the occurrence and 
willingness to bury the hatchet, visit Readmon 
and ask for his forgiveness.  But so far he has 
been refused admittance.  Both men are to 
blame.  Both men have disgraced themselves, 
their offices and the community.  It is the hope 
of every good citizen that the affair will result in 
a better condition of things in Florence. 

_______________ 

 
Couldn’t Do It. 

McIntosh called at the NEWS office late 
on Friday and demanded that his 
resignation be not published.  The editor 
couldn’t see the reasonableness and 
justness of the demand and consequently 
refused to acquiesce.  The district attorney 
exhibits considerable “gall” in his 
multifarious requests. 

_______________ 
 

From Madison. 
Special to the Mining News. 

Madison, June 13. – The county board 
of Florence transmits to Gov. Rusk 
resolutions adopted by it June 10, 
petitioning for the removal of District 
Attorney C.E. McIntosh and Sheriff 
James E. Readmon, who participated in a 
bloody personal affray, in the streets of 
Florence on Monday last, and are thus 
guilty of conduct unbecoming their 
positions. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IV, 
Number 48 [Saturday, November 29, 
1884], page 5, column 1 

 
Paddy O’Neil, the desperado, who 

robbed Stroum last week, spent last 
Sunday night at the Bolduc’s 
Commonwealth bagnio, after pummeling 
the nightwatchman at Iron Mountain.  
Starting early Sunday morning, he eluded 
Sheriff Noyes, by walking to Crystal Falls.  
The Iron Mountain authorities want him 
and he is also wanted here on a charge of 
highway robbery.  He is achieving criminal 
notoriety to his heart’s content.  O’Neil was 
arrested at Crystal Falls by Deputy 
Walsh, in response to a request made by 
the Iron Mountain authorities.  When they 
get through with him there, the Florence 
authorities will take him in hand. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume V, 
Number 19 [Saturday, May 9, 1885], 
page 8, column 1 

 

OLD MUDGE’S EXPOSE. 
_____ 

 
HE POPS UP SERENELY AS THE 
AUTHOR OF A BOOK ON EVILS. 
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Louis C. Mudge, once notorious in this 
locality, comes to the surface at LaPorte, 
Ind., as a reformed villain, who voices his 
life’s low experience to the public, through 
the medium of a pink-leafed book.  Mudge 
calls his book “An Exposition of the 
Pandemoniums, panders, panderage, 
panderisms and Hell Holes, alias dance 
houses, of northern Wisconsin, 
Michigan, etc.”  On the title page he goes 
on to say:  “This book contains a truthful 
account of the horrible deeds done in the 
above-named places; the punishment 
meted out to innocent girls that are 
captured and held in bondage for the 
purpose of forcing them to lead a life of the 
grossest sinfulness, thereby providing for a 
lot of indolent, unprincipalled [sic – 
unprincipled] criminals, unworthy of the 
name of man and worse than brutes.”  The 
book contains this inscription:  “Copyrighted 
by Louis C. Mudge, Florence, Wisconsin.”  
Mudge says he will hew to the line, let the 
chips fall where they may.  He thinks his 
book should be read aloud in every 
household and says that by so doing, many 
may be saved from a life worse than death.  
In the preface, among explanatory 
sentences, this is found:  “The author of this 
book intends to make a clear and sensible 
exposure of the horrible deeds done in 
these dens of iniquity; showing the manner 
these slave pens and whipping dens are 
conducted.  I shall give facts in each and 
every instance, without fear and also 
names of those who are still pursuing this 
nefarious occupation.  I have been forced to 
see much of which I write about and 
therefore I know of no one better informed 
on this subject.  I am doing what all 
reformers do, or should do.  I shall have 
some trouble finding suitable language, but 
I shall use no vulgarity.  I sincerely hope 
this book will incite a feeling of justice in the 
minds of people and prompt them to go 
hand in hand to the end of exterminating 

this class of the lowest criminals and 
releasing from bondage those who have 
been caught in the meshes of sin.  I shall at 
times leave the main subject to speak of 
men who are above suspicion, but who are 
really deep in crime.  I shall give the devils 
their due, sparing none.  I shall in turn bring 
them one by one to your notice, leaving my 
poor old self for the last.  Asking your 
support and blessing, I am, yours sincerely, 
Louis C. Mudge.”  The old reprobate 
allows his depravity to glimmer through his 
hypocritical covering, by denouncing those 
who denounce the Police Gazette and that 
class of publications.  He says a good word 
for Fox, who has done so much to lessen 
the hideousness of crime in the eyes of the 
masses, by saying that if the Police Gazette 
was read more, there would be less crime 
and more protection.  Nice reformation that 
would be.  Mudge’s book is in the letter 
press and Capt. W.E. Dickinson has a 
copy of the title page and preface.  To him 
the MINING NEWS is indebted for the news 
of Mudge’s fresh departure.  A queer old 
villain is Mudge.  Now posing as a 
preacher, again as a lecturer, then as a 
salesman, later as a keeper of a bawdy 
house and now as an author. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume V, 
Number 46 [Saturday, November 14, 
1885], page 1, column 5 

 

The ancient and only living Mudge is 
again to be seen in Florence, gratis. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume VI, 
Number 43 [Saturday, October 23, 
1886], page 5, column 1 

 
Mudge was fined $100 and also 

sentenced to thirty days in the house of 



FLORENCE COUNTY, WISCONSIN -– FLORENCE 
TOWNSHIP – FLORENCE NEWS COLUMNS 

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings] 

 

29 

correction, in Milwaukee, lasts week, for 
selling liquor to the Indians. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume VI, 
Number 38 [Saturday, September 18, 
1886], page 5, column 2 

 
Mudge’s “castle on the hill” was 

almost totally destroyed by fire, just 
after midnight, Sunday morning.  The 
building was furnished, but had not been 
occupied for a couple of days.  The 
contents were partially destroyed.  An 
insurance of $400 in the City of London, 
fully covered the loss of the building.  John 
Elwood’s barn had a narrow escape, but by 
a vigorous effort it was saved.  A war 
correspondent on the scene reports that His 
Royal Highness Mudge, who goes by the 
euphonious title of the “Bawdy House 
Preacher,” because of his passing away 
from home as an evangelist and at home as 
a lecherous old hyena, was paralyzed at 
the time of the fire from too much contact 
with the seductive cup.  He reclined prone 
upon a bed in his other den and looking out 
of the window saw the flames.  Thinking it 
was the church, he gurgled “Blankety, 
blank, blank, let ‘er burn.”  Upon 
discovering  it was his “shebang” in blazes, 
he tried to rise, but his muscular system 
would not obey his will and he was forced 
to be still, but sought relief in yelling:  “Save 
my fiddle and my book; Oh! cut my heart, 
cut my heart.”  His book is an alleged 
exposure of vice in which he assumes the 
leading role of viciousness.  The fire 
department succeeded in getting a stream 
on the same night of the blaze. 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume II, Number 46 
[Saturday, December 11, 1886], page 1, 
column 6 

 

Florence. 
 

An old man died very suddenly last 
Sunday, [sic] at Mudge’s and the inmates 
were all arrested, on suspicion of foul play, 
but at the examination it was shown that he 
had been very intemperate and that it was 
probable that whiskey had killed him.  His 
body was taken to Oconto by relatives for 
burial. 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume II, Number 47 
[Saturday, December 18, 1886], page 1, 
column 3 

 
–Bro. Osborn [Chase S. Osborn, editor 

of The Florence Mining News], who is 
usually so sensational in his writings, and 
who sometimes strikes powerful blows at 
the Mudge establishment, is remarkably 
quiet regarding the death of the man 
Durgan at that place last week.  He 
certainly was aware of the facts in the case, 
and it is strange that a two column article 
was not the result. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 3 [Saturday, January 15, 
1887], page 1, column 6 

 
Morrison’s den on the Menominee 

river, where the road from Florence to Iron 
Mountain crosses, burned to the ground on 
Saturday last.  It was being conducted for 
him or rented of him, by a crowd of 
abandoned humans and Morrison seems 
to think they were accessories to the 
burning, for revenge, on account of some 
difficulties that were had.  Consequently he 
swore out criminal warrants against Tom 
Donnelly and his “wife” Barbara, Fred 
Gage, Pat Strinson, Annie O’Brien and 
Jessie Vincent.  On Thursday Sheriff 
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Molloy had succeeded in arresting Stinson 
and the two women O’Brien and Vincent. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 3 [Saturday, January 15, 
1887], page 8, column 2 

 
Your correspondent learns that Judge 

Grant sentenced Jos. Guerden, of 
Stambaugh, the “den” keeper, to nine 
months at Ionia and Francis [sic – 
Frances], his wife, to nine months at 
Marquette.  Louis McNulty, of Felch 
Mountain, inmate of “dive,” one year at 
Ionia; Katie Donavan, of Escanaba, alias 
Louie Davenport and Annie Forbes, 
same, each one year in Marquette jail.  
Jack Tobin and mistress, keepers of the 
Felch Mountain “ranch” succeeded in 
escaping, but will be arrested as soon as 
they show themselves.  A warrant is out for 
Laura Brown, keeper of the Crystal Falls 
bagnio.  Sheriff McLean and his deputies 
are daisies. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 6 [Saturday, February 5, 
1887], page 1, column 5 

 

AN EXCITING CHASE. 
_____ 

Sheriff McLean and Deputy McQuown, of 
Iron County, Drive Thirty Miles in Hot 
Pursuit of Escaping Prisoners and 
Capture them at Florence – Al Alleged 
High-handed Act in Which Well-known 
Men are Said to be Implicated. 

 

Sheriff McLean and Deputy 
McQuown, of Iron county, were in town on 
Wednesday in hot pursuit of a trio of 
runaway “soiled doves.”  The particulars of 
the affair are best given in the words of 

Deputy McQuown, who stated them as 
follows to a MINING NEWS representative:  
“I see you are bound to get at the true 
inwardness of the affair, so here goes for a 
straight story.  A few days ago we raided 
what is known as the Jackson house, near 
Iron River.  Among those arrested were 
three women who gave as their names 
Mrs. Ella LePage, May Dasher and 
Frankie Howard.  They were examined 
before Judge Brown, and although 
George Buckley appeared to defend them, 
and called Judge Grant a crank, skinflint 
and other pet names, they were bound over 
in the sum of $150 each, which they failed 
to secure.  Owing to poor jail facilities, they 
were quartered under guard at Alex. 
Quirt’s place.  Tuesday evening, while M.B. 
Waite, who was deputized to assist the 
sheriff, was on guard, the females, by a 
ruse, in which it is stated they were assisted 
by George Buckley and Thomas H. 
Flannagan, the town marshal, made their 
escape.  They took a team and were driven 
post haste to Florence by Amy La 
Fontaine, who claims to be a champion 
roller skater from Marinette or some other 
place.  We soon scented the chase, and 
Sheriff McLean and myself started in 
pursuit, at about eight o’clock, with a heavy 
bob sleigh and a heavy team of horses, the 
best we could get, driven by Mike 
Corcoran.  Although the prisoners had 
quite a start and the drive was one of full 
thirty miles, we arrived at Florence only 
about fifteen minutes after their arrival, 
having made the trip in about five hours.  
And this, too, with two or three mishaps.  
Once we broke a clevis and had to make a 
leather one with a piece of line.  Once while 
going at a lively gait we came to a sudden 
turn in the road.  Failing to make the turn by 
approved rules, we shot off into the woods, 
astride stumps, which compelled us to 
unhitch and take the box off the sled, before 
we could extricate it.  At Florence we found 
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the party at the National Hotel and placed 
them in custody.  They quietly consented to 
arrest and were willing to go back without 
the formality of a requisition.  La Fontaine, 
the driver, says the team for the women 
was ordered by George Buckley.  He does 
not implicate Flannagan, and the latter 
says he had nothing to do with it.  But just 
the same he came down early Wednesday 
morning to see if the prisoners escaped all 
right, and it was he who led Waite away 
from guard duty, so as to give the prisoners 
a chance to escape.  We intend to swear 
out criminal warrants for Buckley, 
Flannagan and La Fontaine and see 
whether such high-handed attempts to 
cheat the law will be tolerated.” 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 6 [Saturday, February 5, 
1887], page 4, column 2 

 

Norway Nuggets. 
 

(SPECIAL TO THE FLORENCE MINING NEWS) 
 

The examination of the inmates of the 
disorderly house raided at Iron Mountain 
resulted in their being bound over to the 
circuit court, the bonds varying from three 
to five hundred dollars. 

As a result of the raiding of the Gage 
dive at Iron Mountain complaint was made 
against John Morrison for keeping a 
similar institution last summer.  His 
examination occurred Monday last, Justice 
Devere presiding.  Morrison now lingers in 
the county bastile [sic – Bastille], not being 
able to furnish the requisite bond of $5,000 
for his appearance at the circuit court.  The 
bond was placed pretty high, but then Iron 
Mountain figures him among her prominent 
citizens. 

 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 17 [Saturday, April 23, 
1887], page 5, column 1 

 

A GOOD RIDDANCE. 
_____ 

 
An Old Time Florence Rough Sent 

to the Penitentiary. 
 

The following clipping from the Marinette 
Eagle, regarding John Morrison, a 
disreputable character who formerly lived in 
Florence, and who was recently convicted 
of burglary and sentenced to one year’s 
imprisonment at hard labor, is of peculiar 
local interest. 

John Morrison, an ex-prominent citizen 
of Iron Mountain, was taken to the Ionia 
prison on Sunday evening, and probably 
ere this has donned the prison garb and 
commenced to serve his time.  In company 
with three other convicted prisoners he was 
taken in a close carriage from the 
Menominee jail and driven to Marinette, 
where the train was taken, in order to avoid 
the crowd that was gathered at the 
Menominee depot to see him off.  At 
Marinette several of the notables of his 
stripe shook hands with him and expressed 
words of condolence.  But, handcuffed to 
another prisoner, he was hustled into the 
car, under escort of Sheriff Stiles and 
Under Sheriff BeDell, and the throng of 
eager sightseers, who gathered in an 
incredible space of time as soon as it was 
noised about that the notorious Morrison 
was on board, had to be content with 
looking through the windows at him.  It is 
said that this low wretch, than whom a 
worse specimen does not exist, completely 
broke down on Sunday when he fully 
realized that he was soon to occupy state 
quarters for the next year, and bawled like a 
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calf, his assumed bravado completely 
deserting him, showing himself not only the 
hardened criminal, but a despicable 
coward.  It was rumored on the train that 
Morrison’s wife was on board and would 
accompany him to Chicago, but if so she 
did not appear while the train was at the 
station, and it is to be hoped the rumor is 
false. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 20 [Saturday, May 14, 
1887], page 5, column 1 

 

SHE DEFIED THE LAW. 
_____ 

 
Mrs. Mudge Arrested and Fined for 
Selling Liquor Without a License. 

 

Among the applications for saloon 
licenses made to the county board at its last 
regular meeting, was one by Mrs. Louisa 
Mudge.  The license was refused, 
notwithstanding that the woman had filed 
the requisite bonds.  On Wednesday 
evening, Mrs. Mudge in defiance of the 
law, sold whisky to two or more parties, and 
at noon on the following day Chairman 
Godshall, of the town board, swore out a 
warrant for Mrs. Mudge’s arrest, and the 
warrant was immediately served by 
Constable Geo. H. Keyes.  The prisoner 
was arraigned before Judge Coleman in 
the afternoon, and at her request the case 
was adjourned until 2 o’clock Friday 
afternoon, the accused being admitted to 
bail in the sum of $100, Charles Loughrey 
furnishing the money.  At the hour 
designated Mrs. Mudge, accompanied by 
her husband, appeared before his honor 
and asked for an adjournment until 
Monday.  The defendant subsequently 
changed her mind and pleaded guilty to the 

charge of selling liquor without a license, 
whereupon Judge Coleman sentenced her 
to pay a fine of $50 and the costs, the latter 
amounting to $5.  The money was promptly 
paid.  Mudge, while in the judge’s office, 
declared that, as his wife was ready to pay 
the $200 license fee and was prepared to 
furnish the bond required by law, “she 
would sell whisky in spite of late.”  
Constable Keyes, who overheard the 
threat, quietly added, “Not while I am 
around.” 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 22 [Saturday, May 27, 
1887], page 1, column 6 

 
Skipped in Order to Avoid Arrest. 

 
L.C. Mudge swore out a warrant a few 

days ago against Walt. Jarvis, the keeper 
of a bagnio in the woods a mile or so north 
of the village, charging him with keeping a 
house of ill-fame.  Before the warrant 
could be served, however, Jarvis got wind 
of what was going on and left for parts 
unknown.  The complainant, it is said, has 
now moved into the house vacated by 
Jarvis, he having evidently instituted the 
proceedings against the latter in order to 
secure possession of the premises. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 45 [Saturday, November 5, 
1887], page 5, column 2 

 

Should Be Suppressed. 
 

A dispatch from Marinette states that 
Leahey’s dive near the city and another 
one near Pestigo [sic – Peshtigo], were 
raided a few days ago, but both places 
were found deserted.  Nearly all the 



FLORENCE COUNTY, WISCONSIN -– FLORENCE 
TOWNSHIP – FLORENCE NEWS COLUMNS 

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings] 

 

33 

inmates, it is reported, departed for the 
north, and several of them, it is said, are 
now at Dominick Welch’s dive, in this 
county.  This disreputable resort is situated 
on the Wisconsin side of the Menominee 
River, near the iron bridge, eight miles 
from this city and about half that 
distance from Iron Mountain.  This place 
and all similar dens of infamy located in 
Florence County ought not to be tolerated, 
if they are run on the same plan as were 
the Marinette dives which were 
suppressed after Gov. Rusk took a hand in 
the matter.   The proper authorities are in 
duty bound to make a thorough 
investigation.  The people in the northern 
part of the state are awakening to the fact 
that these forest dives are a disgrace to 
civilization, and Florence County should 
not be backward in rooting out the evil right 
at home. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 50 [Saturday, December 
10, 1887], page 5, column 3 

 

DISGRACEFUL DOINGS. 
_____ 

 
CONSTABLE G.H. KEYES 
VICIOUSLY ASSAULTED. 

_____ 
 

Mudge’s Den the Scene of the Assault – 
Dominick Welch, His Assailant, 
Under Arrest – A Warrant Issued for 
the Arrest of the Keepers and 
Inmates, but is Subsequently 
Withdrawn – A Woman Escapes from 
Welch’s Den – Her History. 

_____ 
 

Another disgraceful affair occurred at 
the Mudge ranch, in the woods north of the 
city, on Tuesday afternoon, Constable 
Geo. H. Keyes having been viciously 
assaulted by Dominick Welch, the keeper 
of an equally notorious den of iniquity at 
the iron bridge, Menominee River, this 
county.  It appears that for a week or so 
prior to Tuesday afternoon’s disturbance, a 
youth of 18 years, the son of a hard-
working and respectable widow of 
Commonwealth, had mysteriously 
absented himself from his home.  It 
transpired that the lad had gone to Mudge’s 
place and remained there during the period 
indicated.  When he returned home, the boy 
claimed that he had squandered about $15 
in money at the place, and that he 
performed $7.50 work of manual labor 
about the premises, for which service he 
received but $1.  His mother laid the matter 
before District Attorney Clark and Judge 
Coleman, and, on Tuesday afternoon, the 
latter sent Constable Keyes to the den, 
with instructions to have a talk with Mina 
Mudge with a view of effecting a settlement 
by her paying back the money which the 
boy had squandered together with the 
amount earned by him.  While engaged on 
this peaceable errand, Mr. Keyes was 
forcibly dragged up to the bar by Dominick 
Welch and invited to “have something.”  In 
order to avoid trouble, the constable took a 
cigar, immmediately [sic – immediately] 
after which he was struck two violent blows 
in the face by Welch, who supplemented 
the attack with the remark, “D—m you 
Keyes, you’re no good.”  The latter fell to 
the floor where he remained a few seconds 
in a dazed condition.  As soon as Keyes 
regained his feet, Welch made another 
lunge at him, but was seized by a bystander 
and warned to desist.  Keyes drew his 
revolver, but did not shoot for fear of hitting 
innocent parties, the bar-room [sic – 
barroom] by this time being crowded with 
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the inmates of the place.  The constable 
placed Welch under arrest, but the latter 
came to town on his own accord and 
delivered himself up to Judge Coleman.  
He was immediately released on $300 
bonds, with Charles Loughrey as surety, 
for his appearance Thursday morning.  
When the case was called on Thursday, 
Welch’s lawyer, Attorney Hurley, of Iron 
Mountain, secured an adjournment until 
next Thursday, on the ground that a 
“material witness” for the defense had left 
the state.  Previous to this, however, 
Constable Keyes returned to Mudge’s and 
made a second attempt to secure the 
Commonwealth youth’s money, but the 
keeper refused point blank to entertain the 
proposition.  The boy’s mother at a late 
hour Tuesday afternoon swore out a 
warrant before Judge Coleman, charging 
the Mudges with keeping a house of 
prostitution.  On the following day several 
ambassadors, including a prominent 
Central Avenue saloon-keeper [sic – 
saloonkeeper] visited the complainant and 
offered her any amount of money she might 
name if she would consent to withdraw her 
complaint.  The lady not only spurned the 
proposition, but reported the matter to 
Chairman Godshall, of the County Board.  
On Thursday morning, Mrs. Baesley, the 
lady who swore out the warrant against the 
Mudges, went to Judge Coleman’s office 
and, to the surprise of the latter, withdrew 
her complaint.  She stated that at a late 
hour Wednesday night she received a visit 
at her home in Commonwealth from 
Sheriff J.W. Molloy, the highest officer in 
the county, when that official offered her 
$40 in cash and a ticket to New York for her 
son, providing she would withdraw her 
charges against the house of prostitution.  
Mrs. Baesley stated that the sheriff urged 
her very strongly to make the settlement.  
Early Thursday morning Mina Mudge 
visited Mrs. Baesly [sic – Baesley] upon 

the same errand, and the latter, acting upon 
the advice of one of the most prominent 
citizens of Commonwealth, finally decided 
to accept the proposition.  The dens of 
infamy with which Florence County is 
accursed are a disgrace to the community. 

On Wednesday noon, a German 
woman, apparently about 35 years of age, 
stepped from the west-bound passenger 
train and made her way to Justice 
Coleman’s office, and informed that official 
that she had recently escaped from 
Dominick Welch’s den, near the iron 
bridge.  When questioned during the 
afternoon by the judge, District Attorney 
Clark, A.K. Godshall and the city editor of 
the MINING NEWS, the woman told a 
startling tale, which, in many respects, was 
not unlike that recounted by the young 
woman who a few months ago was enticed 
from her home in Chicago to Leahey’s 
dive, near Marinette, and who afterwards 
escaped.  The woman who claims to have 
escaped from Welch’s place gave her 
name as Dora Ellinger.  She is a married 
woman, but separated from her husband 
some time ago, on account of the latter’s 
dissolute habits.  She resided in Marinette, 
where she supported herself by washing.  A 
week ago last Saturday, according to the 
woman’s story, she was persuaded by a 
friend, a girl named Kittie Bonan, to come 
to Florence County, where she was 
promised employment at good wages.  
Mrs. Ellinger claims not to have been 
aware of the character of her place of 
destination until near her journey’s end.  
The couple left the cars at Iron Mountain 
and were [sic – was] driven out to Welch’s 
ranch in a rig sent for that purpose.  She 
declares she was subjected to various 
shocking indignities during her three days’ 
stay at the den.  She was repeatedly ill-
used because she refused to dance and 
drink with the other half a dozen girls in the 
place and their male visitors.  Finally the 
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keeper, Welch, went to Marinette and Mrs. 
Ellinger determined to escape.  She 
concealed her shawl and bonnet 
underneath her dress and walked out, 
unobserved, and made for the woods.  The 
fugitive walked until she reached the 
railroad track, and then made her way to 
Iron Mountain, where she found temporary 
refuge with a Swede family.  Being desirous 
of recovering her clothing which she was 
obliged to leave at Welch’s on the night of 
her escape, the woman had the matter 
before the Iron Mountain authorities, but 
the den being located in another state the 
latter could render her no assistance.  She 
then came to Florence.  Mrs. Ellinger’s 
sole object in coming to this city was to 
secure the services of an officer to recover 
her personal effects.  As the expense of the 
necessary replevin proceedings would have 
been greater than the value of her clothes, 
Mrs. Ellinger finally decided to abandon 
the idea. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 51 [Saturday, December 
17, 1887], page 5, column 1 

 

THE WELCH CASE. 
_____ 

 
The Defendant Placed Under 
Bonds – Keyes Made Happy. 

 

Dominick Welch, through his attorney, 
W.H. Hurley, of Iron Mountain, made an 
attempt early in the week, to effect a 
settlement of the case of assault pending 
against him.  Welch appeared to have 
experienced a feeling of remorse for his 
unprovoked assault upon the complainant, 
Constable George H. Keyes, last week, 
and offered the latter $100 damages, 
providing the constable agreed to withdraw 

the complaint.  Welch claims that as soon 
as he ascertained that Mr. Keyes was an 
old soldier, he felt very sorry for having 
committed the attack, as he had lost two 
brothers in the war of the rebellion.  The 
constable was disposed to accept the terms 
of settlement, and so informed District 
Attorney Clark.  Accordingly the defendant 
and complainant, W.H. Hurley and the 
district attorney visited Judge Coleman’s 
office on Tuesday, with a view of having the 
judge quash the proceedings.  Judge 
Coleman positively refused to nolle [sic] the 
case, though, he says, he was urged by the 
prosecuting attorney to do so.  
Subsequently Dominick Welch paid 
Constable Keyes $100, together with all 
the costs in the case.  At the hour set for 
the trial, 1 o’clock Thursday afternoon, 
Dominick Welch appeared before Judge 
Coleman and pleaded guilty to the charge 
of assault.  The complaining witness, Mr. 
Keyes, failed to appear, whereupon the 
court imposed a nominal fine of $1.  Welch 
was, however, ordered to give bonds in the 
sum of $500 to keep the peace for one 
year.  The bond was promptly furnished, 
with John Simon and Louis Winkler as 
sureties. 

In a conversation with a MINING NEWS 
editor, immediately after the conclusion of 
the proceedings in court, Dominick Welch 
denied the statement made by the woman, 
Dora Ellinger, as given in the last issue of 
this journal.  He stated that the woman now 
claims never to have made the statement 
referred to.  He pronounced the story as 
told by her a week ago a tissue of 
falsehoods from beginning to end, and 
declared that the woman never had any 
clothes in his place.  Welch, who prides 
himself upon his strict adherence to the 
truth, declares that the Ellinger woman has 
been “steeped in iniquity for twenty years,” 
and is now an inmate of a house of 
prostitution.  He denies ever having 
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harbored young girls at his place, and 
maintains that he keeps a “quiet” place. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 51 [Saturday, December 
17, 1887], page 5, column 2 

 

No Reflection Intended. 
 

In publishing an account the assault 
upon Constable Keyes, the arrest of his 
assailant, Dominick Welch, the swearing 
out of a warrant against the Mudges and 
the subsequent withdrawal of the complaint 
by Mrs. Baesley, the complainant, in last 
week’s issue, the MINING NEWS 
endeavored to give a true and authentic 
report of the occurrence simply as a matter 
of news.  Sheriff Molloy takes exception to 
the article in question, which he deems a 
reflection upon his official integrity.  Such 
was not the case, however, the MINING 
NEWS having no feeling in the matter 
whatever.  Mr. Molloy says he went to Mrs. 
Baesley’s residence as a business man 
[sic – businessman], and not in an official 
capacity; that at the time of his visit he did 
not know that a warrant had been issued, 
as no papers had been placed in his hands 
to serve.  He is the proprietor of a livery 
stable, and was hired by a certain individual 
to drive him over to Commonwealth.  He 
negotiated with Mrs. Baesley at the 
request of his customer, and offered the 
lady $21, the amount claimed by her from 
the Mudges before the issuance of the 
warrant.  The sheriff says he has always 
fearlessly discharged the duties connected 
with the shrievalty [sic], and intends to do 
so in the future. 

 

LOCAL BREVITIES. 
 

THE FLORENCE MINING NEWS has 
accounts of doings in the dives owned by 
Mudge and Dominick Welch, near 
Florence, which equal in their atrocity 
those told of the dives hear Marinette and 
at Hurley. – Green Bay Advocate. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 3 [Saturday, January 14, 
1888], page 5, column 3 

 

AN OFFICIAL’S 
DISGRACE. 

_____ 
 

He is Arrested at Neenah on a 
Most Serious Charge. 

 

The Twin City News, of Neenah, in its 
issue of Thursday gives the following 
particulars of the arrest in that city of a 
Florence County official and a notorious 
woman of this township, for a very serious 
and disgraceful offense.  “The south bound 
train yesterday afternoon brought to the city 
a very prepossessing young lady who 
registered at the Russell House as Mat 
Wood, of Marinette.  On the same train 
also arrived a gentleman who likewise 
repaired to our leading hotel and inscribed 
his autograph as Frank Dorney, of 
Marinette.  Nothing strange was thought of 
the circumstance until about midnight when 
there appeared upon the scene the 
husband of the lady mentioned, Frank 
Bolduc[,] of Florence, Wis., from which 
place the truant wife and her ardent admirer 
had flown.  Mr. Bolduc secured the 
services of Officer Sawyer and John 
Neary, and the trio proceeded to the hotel, 
armed with a warrant for the arrest of the 
festive “Mat” and her paramour “Dorney.”  
In the meantime Court Commissioner 
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Mott was notified that his legal services 
were required at his office, and marveling 
much at the summons at the mystic hour of 
midnight, he repaired thither.  An 
examination was then conducted and the 
couple found guilty of adultery and bound 
over in the sum of $250 each to appear at 
the next term of the Circuit Court.  “Dorney” 
secured the required bail and immediately 
took his departure, while the fair “Mat” was 
not so fortunate and was therefore obliged 
to remain as the guest of Chief Sawyer.  
This morning she telephoned her mother at 
Appleton, who soon arrived and presented 
a certificate of deposit for $300 on an 
Appleton bank, which was refused by the 
authorities, and she was compelled to 
return home and secure the cash before 
her wayward daughter was set at liberty.  
Mrs. Bolduc or “Mat” is known here and in 
Appleton, her former home, as Mina 
Mudge, while “Dorney” is said to be a 
prominent business man [sic – 
businessman] and public official of 
Florence County whose name we 
suppress out of consideration for his family 
who are very respectable.” 

A special to the Oshkosh Times, 
yesterday, says:  “This city (Neenah) has 
had a morsel of choice scandal to roll under 
its tongue since yesterday, in which a 
sheriff of one of the northern counties of the 
state figures prominently.  A young woman 
with a sealskin sacque [sic] and of fine 
appearance, about 25 years old, arrived 
from the north yesterday and registered at a 
hotel as Miss Mina Mudge, Appleton.  On 
the next train the said sheriff came in and 
registered and took a room next to the one 
she occupied.  About 3 o’clock this morning 
the chief of police went to the hotel and 
arrested both of them on a charge of 
criminal intimacy on a warrant sworn out 
by one Frank Bolduc, of Florence, and the 
twain were brought before Court 
Commissioner Mott, who was awakened 

from his slumbers.  They waived 
examination and were bound over for trial, 
the sheriff’s bonds being placed at $500 
and the woman’s at $250.  The woman 
says that several years ago she was 
married to Frank Bolduc, and he took her 
to Florence and placed her in a 
disreputable house, and that she procured 
a divorce from Bolduc, but while in 
Superior, Wis., last summer, she ran 
across Bolduc, who made her marry him 
again against her will, saying if she didn’t 
he would send her home a corpse.  The 
man in the case has a wife and family who 
are very respectable.  Bolduc, the 
complainant, is the keeper of a dance 
house near Florence, and is well-known 
on the Menominee range.” 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume III, Number 51 
[Saturday, January 21, 1888], page 8, 
column 2 

 

CRYSTAL FALLS. 
 

Several of our young men, together with 
a number of “soiled doves” from the dives 
of Florence[,] were arrested this week and 
brought before justice [sic – Justice] 
Gallagner for trial for having started a 
house of ill fame, near town.  Two of them 
were bound over to appear at the next term 
of circuit court, and the rest were fined 
$5.00 [and] up.  The officer showed 
commendable promptness in bringing the 
guilty parties to justice. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 4 [Saturday, January 21, 
1888], page 5, column 1 

 

HERE’S A PRETTY MESS. 
_____ 
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THE SHERIFF OF FLORENCE 

COUNTY IN TROUBLE. 

_____ 
 

The News of His Arrest Causes a 
Profound Sensation in Florence – Mr. 
Molloy Denies the Allegation of Frank 
Bolduc, the Complaining Witness – 
Additional Accounts of the Affair 
from Neenah – The Logging Outlook 
– General Local and Personal Gossip. 

_____ 
 

The news of the arrest of J.W. Molloy, 
sheriff of Florence County, at the Russell 
House, Neenah, last week, on a charge of 
adultery, created a decided sensation in 
this city.  The arrest, as was stated in last 
week’s issue of the MINING NEWS, was 
made at the instance [sic – insistence] of 
Frank Bolduc, who claims to have caught 
the sheriff and his (Bolduc’s) wife 
occupying the same room at the hotel at 3 
o’clock on the morning of Wednesday of 
last week.  It is also said that the chief of 
police of Neenah, another police officer and 
a newspaper man were witnesses to the 
affair.  Whether the accusation be true of 
false, Mr. Molloy was held for trial in the 
sum of $500, and the woman, Mrs. Bolduc, 
better known as Mina Mudge, in the sum of 
$250, for their appearance at the next term 
of the Circuit Court.  Mr. Molloy, it is 
understood, denies that there was anything 
criminal in his relations with the woman.  He 
states, it is said, that, having occasion to go 
down the line on official business, he made 
arrangements to meet Mina Mudge at the 
Russell House, Neenah, in order to effect 
a business transaction with her in the 
matter of paying her a sum of money which 
he had collected for her.  The charge that 
both himself and the woman registered at 
the hotel under the fictitious names of John 

Dorney and Mattie Wood is said to be 
true, which fact causes considerable 
suspicion regarding the genuineness of the 
sheriff’s explanation. 

The following dispatch, under date of 
January 12, from Neenah to the Oshkosh 
Northwestern, gives many additional facts 
regarding the episode at the Russell 
House:  “Yesterday afternoon an Apploton 
[sic – Appleton] liveryman drove a young 
lady to this city, who registered at a leading 
hotel here under the name of Nellie White, 
of Appleton, and who stated at the time 
she expected to meet a friend there from 
the north.  The 3:04 o’clock train in the 
afternoon from the north brought to the city 
the sheriff of a northern Wisconsin 
county who registered at the same hotel 
under an assumed name, and soon met 
the young lady.  They went out during the 
afternoon and it is alleged indulged to some 
extent in liquor and at night took rooms at 
the hotel, being assigned adjoining 
apartments.  In the afternoon a third party 
giving the name of Frank Bolduc, and 
claiming to be the husband of the lady, 
arrived in the city and kept his eye on the 
couple.  He claimed to hail from Florence.  
Some time [sic – Sometime] during the 
evening he had a warrant sworn out for the 
arrest of the pair on the charge of adultery 
and at about three o’clock this morning an 
officer proceeded to the hotel and arrested 
the man and woman, it being alleged that 
they were then found occupying the same 
room.  While on their way to the office of 
Court Commissioner Mott[,] who had 
been awakened to take action in the case, 
the party were followed, it is claimed, by 
Bolduc and a man by the name of 
Barteau, and the girl, alleging that she was 
afraid of the two men on account of threats 
made by them, ran away from the officers 
and was recaptured only after a hard chase 
of half an hour when she was found in a 
lumber yard.  When retaken she said she 
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was afraid of the two man and did not run 
for the purpose of escaping from the 
officers.  Both waived an examination 
before Mr. Mott and were held for trial, the 
sheriff for $500 and the woman in $250 
bonds.  The former furnished his security at 
once and the latter sent word to her mother, 
Mrs. Mudge[,] of Appleton, who came to 
the city today and provided bail for her 
daughter.  Miss White, or whatever her 
name may be, looks to be about twenty-five 
years old and is a brunette of handsome 
appearance.  She was richly dressed and 
wore a sealskin sacque [sic] and cap.  To a 
representative of the Northwestern she 
stated to-day [sic – today] that she married 
Bolduc some six or seven years ago and 
that he took her to Florence and kept her in 
a house of ill-fame.  After two years she 
obtained a divorce and lived alone.  Last 
summer she was in West Superior, Wis., 
where she again met Bolduc and was told 
by him that he would make a corpse of her 
unless she married him a second time.  She 
was badly frightened and finally consented, 
but does not remember much of the 
ceremony.  Of late she has been in 
Florence, but was driven away from there 
by the county officials, who have ordered all 
houses of ill repute closed.  From there 
she came to Appleton and disposed of 
some property for $500, and it is, she 
claims, for the purpose of obtaining the 
money that Bolduc is now prosecuting her.  
Her alleged paramour, aside from being the 
sheriff of a large county, is engaged in the 
livery business and is said to be a man of 
family.  Bolduc, it is said, has figured in 
certain matters in Florence in such a 
manner as to place him in a somewhat 
unfavorable light.  It is not thought here that 
the cases will come to trial.” 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 

VIII, Number 4 [Saturday, January 21, 
1888], page 5, columns 1-2 

 

RAIDING THE DENS. 
_____ 

 
The Authorities Determined to 

Repress Vice in the Town. 
 

The authorities of Florence have 
commenced the good work of cleaning out 
all the low, degraded dives in this township, 
and each and every one of the places 
which have defied or ignored Chairman 
Godshall’s famous closing order will be 
promptly proceeded against, by the arrest 
of the keepers and the male and female 
prostitutes as fast as sufficient evidence 
can be procured to warrant a conviction.  
Mina Mudge’s ranch in the woods was 
raided last Saturday night, and six inmates, 
three men and three women, the former 
strangers in Florence, were gathered in.  
The raid was made by Constable Van 
Marter and a posse of five special 
constables.  The gang made no resistance 
whatever.  They were taken before Judge 
Coleman shortly before midnight, and all 
pleaded guilty.  A fine of $10 and costs was 
imposed in each case; the defendants paid 
the assessment and were discharged.  The 
keeper of the dive was absent at the time of 
the raid.  A house kept by a notorious 
colored woman known as “Sal,” on 
Florence Avenue, was visited by officers 
during the same night.  The keeper refused 
to allow them to enter her domicile and 
threatened to shoot if they did not “get right 
out of dar,” whereupon the constable forced 
open the door.  The house was found 
practically deserted, however.  Mrs. 
Bigelow’s place was also visited, but the 
woman was found sick in bed and was not 
molested.  The keepers of the houses in 
question were evidently expecting to be 
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pulled sooner or later, and were 
consequently on their guard. 

The town authorities are determined to 
root out the evil, to the end that decent 
people can walk the streets of Florence 
without being insulted in broad daylight as 
well as in the evening by lewd men and 
women, who have made themselves far too 
conspicuous upon the main thoroughfare of 
the city during the past few months.  A 
colored woman named Adeline Thomas 
was arrested on Monday on a charge of 
gross lewdness.  The warrant was sworn 
out on the strength of certain charges made 
against the woman by a resident of the 
town during conversations had with 
different persons.  The man was 
subpoenaed as a witness, but when the 
case was heard before Judge Coleman, 
on Monday afternoon, the witness denied 
any knowledge of the affair, and the 
prisoner was discharged.  The female 
inmates of Mudge’s den are said to have 
left town. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 5 [Saturday, January 28, 
1888], page 8, column 1 

 

Perhaps It Was. 
 

Under the heading, “Is it Blackmail?” the 
Twin City News of Neenah and Menasha, 
of last week, has the following concerning 
the recent episode at the Russell House, 
in the former city: 

“Certain facts that have developed in the 
affair at the Russell House Wednesday 
night, point strongly to crookedness on 
the part of the ‘injured’ husband as well 
as the wife, and those who have a full 
knowledge of the details of the case 
unhesitatingly pronounce it a case of 
blackmail.  That Bolduc should come to 
the city in the afternoon and wait until 

midnight before causing the arrest of the 
couple looks suspicious while the readiness 
with which ‘Mat’ admitted the officers to the 
room which she was supposed to be 
occupying alone, does not put a better face 
on the matter.  The fact that the ‘man in the 
case’ is of considerable prominence and 
wealth of course gives rise to the idea that 
he would willingly put up considerable 
cash in preference to being prosecuted 
for adultery by Bolduc, while the unsavory 
reputation that both ‘Mat” and her husband 
have borne heretofore makes such a 
scheme on their part quite feasible.  The 
case will probably never come to trial.” 

Frank Bolduc recently wrote a letter 
from Hurley, Wis., to a well-known 
business man [sic – businessman] of this 
city, in which he declares it his purpose to 
prosecute the alleged “destroyer of his 
happiness” to the bitter end.  Bolduc claims 
to have seen a copy of the dispatch alleged 
to have been sent by his rival from 
Marinette to Mina Mudge on the day of the 
Russell House episode.  Bolduc gives a 
copy of the telegram in his letter.  It reads 
as follows:   

“Mina, No. 779 Hancock Street, 
Appleton:  Take rig down to Russell 
House, Neenah.  Frank on train going 
there.  (Signed) 

    NEW YEARS.” 
The phrase “going there” is supposed to 

mean Appleton. 
 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 6 [Saturday, February 4, 
1888], page 5, column 3 

 

IT IS DIFFERENT NOW. 
_____ 

 
JUDGE GRANT’S EXPERIENCE 
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IN FLORENCE. 
_____ 

 

The Eminent Jurist Relates a Few 
Startling Incidents which Occurred in 
This Part of the Country not Long 
Ago, and Scores Wisconsin Officials 
for Their Indifference – The Local 
Authorities, However, Have 
Succeeded in Making Florence an 
Orderly City. 

_____ 

 

“I was at Crystal Falls holding court.  
The village was peaceable, quiet, orderly; I 
started home on the train and had to stop in 
Florence, Wis., for half an hour.  The 
scene at the depot was too disgraceful to 
be told.  Drunken men had possession of 
the depot, and had their own way.  
Drunkenness, profanity and vulgarity 
rendered the place unfit for occupancy ‘by 
any decent man or woman.’  I was informed 
that some six or more houses of ill-fame 
were running there in full blast.”  Such 
was the experience of Judge Grant, of the 
Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuit of Michigan, 
a few months ago, as related by himself in 
a letter recently written to a friend.  The 
picture was not overdrawn at the time, as 
similar scenes were witnessed almost daily 
upon the principal streets of the city.  
Happily, however, for the reputation of 
Florence, toughs and abandoned women 
no longer “run the town,” and Judge Grant 
or any other Wolverine can now visit the 
city without having their sensibilities 
shocked by ribald language, etc.  The 
authorities have been in earnest in their 
efforts to make Florence a decent, law-
abiding place, and their zeal in this regard 
has been fruitful of good results.  Judge 
Grant vividly relates many acts of brutality 
which occurred in the notorious dens in 
Northeastern Wisconsin and Northern 

Michigan within the past two years, some of 
which are familiar to the readers of the 
MINING NEWS, and one of the parties 
mentioned, the notorious John Morrison, 
formerly kept a low place in Florence.  The 
judge says: 

“From information which I consider 
reliable, I feel safe in saying that I do not 
believe that a single one of those dens ever 
existed for a year on the Wisconsin and 
Michigan borders without witnessing its [sic 
– a] murder.  Less than two years ago one 
of those dens on the Wisconsin side of 
the river cost the county of Menominee, 
Mich., nearly three thousand dollars for 
three murder trials.  A disgraceful row 
occurred early in the evening, before it was 
dark, between the keeper and two visitors.  
The row ended upon the street in the 
presence and hearing of many boys and 
girls, with profanity and vulgarity of the 
basest kind.  One of the two visitors, who 
lived in Menominee, threatened to 
prosecute the keeper.  In his haste he sent 
his inmates in one direction, while he fled to 
the river and crossed over to the Michigan 
side.  He did not dare to go back to 
Marinette while this witness was living, so 
he hired two men to kill him, which they 
did at about 10 o’clock at night, on one of 
the most public streets of Menominee.  All 
three are now serving out life sentences in 
the penitentiary for the murder. * * * * While 
I was holding a term of court in Menominee 
last year, three girls came from Chicago in 
answer to the advertisement of the 
notorious Morrison, who is now serving out 
a term in the penitentiary for keeping a 
house of ill fame.  The advertisement was 
all right upon its face.  The girls arrived 
without money, and were sent back to their 
homes through public charity.  The marshal 
of Iron Mountain came to the court house 
and informed me of the case of the last two 
girls.  I sent word to Morrison by the 
marshal that he must send them both back 
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to Chicago.  I also instructed the 
prosecuting attorney to see that they were 
sent back at the expense of the county, if 
Morrison did not do so. * * * * But it is idle 
to rehearse the disgusting details of these 
infamous places.  The public knows them; 
the officers of the law know them, and still 
nothing is done to exterminate them.  The 
murderer at Menominee was not afraid of 
any interference from the public authorities 
– whose duty it was to prosecute him, but 
only afraid of the man with whom he had 
had a quarrel.  It is so all over the northern 
border of Wisconsin.  These wretches do 
not fear the officers.  On the other hand, 
there is the best reason for believing that 
the officers stand in with them, and instead 
of prosecuting, protect them.  This condition 
of affairs is a standing disgrace to 
civilization; and Wisconsin ought to wipe it 
out.  It is easily done if only the authorities 
will act in earnest.  So long as judges, 
prosecuting attorneys, sheriffs and other 
officers sit back in their official chairs and 
say to private citizens, ‘You go and make 
complaint, get out a warrant and we will 
then make the arrest,” just so long nothing 
will be done and the nefarious traffic will go 
on.  These villians [sic – villains] might kill a 
private citizen who should attempt to have 
them prosecuted, but they will never make 
the attempt upon an officer.  The law 
immediately supplies the place of the dead 
officer, but it does not of the dead citizen.  
The villian [sic – villain] knows this, and acts 
accordingly.  Within the last three years 
nearly if not quite forty of the keepers of 
these dens and their inmates within my 
circuit, have served terms in the 
penitentiary, and I have never heard of so 
much as a threat against a single officer of 
the law.  It is the duty of the local officers to 
examine the cases, find the evidence, make 
complaints, and arrest the offenders.  Until 
the local officers of Northern Wisconsin are 
given to understand that they will be 

removed for non-performance of duty, I fear 
that little will be accomplished.”   The den 
which has been allowed to exist for years 
almost within a stone’s throw of the city 
limits, is now closed, the keeper and 
inmates fearing another raid on the part of 
the officers.  The raid of three weeks ago, 
though but few arrests were made at the 
time, had a most wholesome effect upon 
the keepers, inmates and patrons of houses 
of ill-fame in this community, and as long as 
the right kind of men have control of town 
affairs, decency will continue to prevail in 
Florence.  The city can well afford to lose 
the ruffianly [sic] characters who at stated 
periods made their headquarters here and 
spent most of their money at the dens, but 
honest, hardworking lumbermen and others 
will come here as of yore.  The authorities 
of Northern Wisconsin and Michigan have 
made it uncomfortably hot for evil-doers 
within the past few months, and the term 
“Northern Wisconsin and Michigan dens” 
will soon be forgotten. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 8 [Saturday, February 18, 
1888], page 5, column 1 

 

ANOTHER SENSATION. 
_____ 

 
Mina Mudge and Frank Bolduc 

Indulge in one of Their 
Accustomed Episodes. 

 

The following Green Bay dispatch to the 
Evening Wisconsin, under date of February 
13, is of peculiar local interest: 

“A man by the name of Bolduc got on 
the train at Appleton Saturday with a child 
– a boy 2 years old.  It seems that 
Bolduc’s wife had been given a divorce 
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from him by an Outagamie court and 
awarded the custody of the child.  He 
had taken the boy intending to go north.  
The mother and District Attorney Spencer 
got on the same train, first having 
telegraphed to the chief-of-police at 
Kaukauna to be on hand and arrest the 
alleged kidnapper.  The attempt was made 
but the train pulled out, taking Policeman 
Dick Conley with it.  The party decided to 
come to Green Bay and deposit the child in 
the Catholic Orphan Asylum at 
Robinsonville, eighteen miles east of here.  
The parties went their [sic – there] overland, 
but when they arrived the woman refused to 
do as she had agreed and the party 
returned to this city in time to take the train 
for the South, intending to go back to 
Appleton.  When the train stopped at Fort 
Howard Junction, one mile below this city, 
the father took the child and got out.  The 
train pulled out with the mother and two 
officers aboard.  When last heard of 
Bolduc was in this city.  It is alleged that 
the couple at one time kept a house of bad 
repute in Florence.” 

The dispatch contains several glaring 
inaccuracies.  The woman referred to, Mina 
Mudge, was not granted a divorce from 
her husband, Frank Bolduc, in 
Outagamie County.  She procured a 
divorce in Florence in September last, and 
was subsequently remarried to Bolduc in 
Superior, Wis.  The child is 4 or 5 years of 
age, instead of 2 years.  Bolduc appears to 
be devotedly attached to his boy, and 
undoubtedly believes he is as fit to take 
care of the child as is Mina Mudge, who 
until very recently kept a notorious bagnio 
in this township. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 8 [Saturday, February 18, 
1888], page 5, column 2 

 

“Went a Little Too Far.” 
 

A Florence gentleman said to the writer 
one day last week:  “I am inclined to think 
that Judge Grant went a little too far in 
stating that our depot was in possession of 
men who were drunk and disorderly as a 
result of the houses of ill-fame which were 
located near here at the time of his short 
stay last spring.  Such as not the case.  The 
judge was here at the time the boys were 
coming down from the drive and they had 
been around town a little before departing 
for their homes.  This state of affairs can be 
found in any town whether drivers are paid 
off where there be a house of ill-fame 
located there or not.” – Diamond Drill. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 17 [Saturday, April 21, 
1888], page 8, column 1 

 

Fight on a Train. 
 

Passengers arriving here, last Thursday 
afternoon, from Iron River, report that a 
terrible fight between lumbermen 
occurred on the east bound noon train of 
that day.  The fight, which took place at 
Stager, is said to have been sharp and 
decisive.  A number of rivermen from East 
Saginaw, who left Florence for the drive on 
that day, represented one side and the 
Menominee and Oconto lumbermen the 
other.  The car was considerably damaged 
and some of the combatants, it is said, 
sustained severe wounds.  Sheriff J.S. 
McLean, of Iron River, Mich., met the train 
at Sander’s Spur and attempted to make 
several arrests, but was quite roughly 
handled.  It is said that sixteen arrests were 
made when the train arrived at Iron River. 

 

Recovering from His Injuries. 
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James McCarty, the lumberman who 

was struck on the nose and severely injured 
by a bottle in the hands of Pat McGuire, 
about two weeks ago, is reported to be 
convalescing, although he suffered two 
hemorrhages early in the week.  McGuire’s 
trial was in progress, in Judge Coleman’s 
court, at the closes of this report. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 23 [Saturday, June 2, 
1888], page 5, column 2 

 

A Bawdy House Raided. 
 

An alleged house of prostitution, kept 
by two young women named Minnie 
Warren and Nellie Tobin, was raided by 
Constables Keyes and Bettison at a very 
early hour Sunday morning, and the 
keepers and an inmate who gave the name 
of Buckle, [sic] were arrested.  The house 
occupied by the brace of soiled doves is 
located on lot 7, block 33, Fortier’s 
Addition, in the extreme northern part of 
the city.  The owner of the house rented it 
to the women, not knowing their character.  
They claimed to be keeping a millinery 
shop, but certain suspicious circumstances, 
it is said, went to show that this was merely 
a “blind.”  Minnie and Nellie were tried 
before Justice Coleman on Thursday, the 
court room, as is usual in cases of this kind, 
being crowded with spectators, all of whom 
evinced a lively interest in the unsavory 
proceedings.  District Attorney Clark 
appeared for the state and J.E. Abbott 
made a strong fight in behalf of his fair 
clients.  The evidence against the 
defendants proved conclusive to the mind 
of the justice, who found the women guilty 
and fined them each $25 and the costs, but 
gave them the privilege of spending thirty 

days in the county jail in lieu of the fines.  
Buckle entered a plea of guilty and was let 
off with a light fine.  The women were 
officially notified over two weeks ago to 
leave the city, but ignored the warning.  
They paid the fines. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 25 [Saturday, June 16, 
1888], page 5, column 2 

 

BURGLARIES AT 
COMMONWEALTH. 

_____ 
 

The Depot Building and 
McKenna’s Saloon Entered. 

 
The Chicago & North-Western depot 

and McKenna’s saloon, at 
Commonwealth, were burglarized on 
Tuesday night, but the thieves secured 
scarcely enough plunder to pay them for 
their trouble.  The marauders effected an 
entrance into the depot by breaking a pane 
of glass and then springing the lock on the 
window in the private office.  The postoffice 
[sic – post office] is located in the depot, 
John H. Kenney being both postmaster 
and station agent.  The thieves stole a 
depot axe, with which they pried open three 
cash drawers.  The contents of the drawers 
were overhauled, but the disappointed 
burglars found nothing of value except a 
revolver, which they appropriated.  A 
quantity of postage stamps were, curiously 
enough, unmolested and the letters and 
other mail matter in the office were not 
disturbed.  The office safe was not 
tampered with, which fact proves that the 
job was not the work of professionals.  The 
thieves next visited McKenna’s saloon, a 
few rods distant, where they effected an 
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entrance through an unfastened window on 
the south side of the building.  They pried 
open the money drawer and secured 
change to the amount of $1.75 and helped 
themselves liberally to cigars and liquors, 
just how much, however, is not known.  The 
fellows made their way from the saloon to a 
room in the rear and ransacked a trunk in a 
fruitless search for money.  Two men were 
seen prowling around the vicinity shortly 
before 10 o’clock, and neighbors saw a light 
moving about the saloon at the hour 
indicated.  Both Mr. Kennedy and Mr. 
McKenna returned from Florence shortly 
before 11 o’clock, when they discovered 
that burglaries had been committed.  Two 
men were seen at a camp fire [sic – 
campfire] near John Ronan’s place early 
Wednesday morning, which leads to the 
theory that the burglaries were the work of 
tramps. 

 

They Do Not Agree. 
 

Adeline, the colored wife of 
“Menominee Joe[,]” was arrested 
Wednesday morning on a charge of 
drunkenness preferred by the latter.  She 
was placed in the “cooler” to sober off, and 
in the afternoon was arraigned before 
Judge Coleman.  The woman was 
adjudged guilty, and the court offered to 
suspend sentence providing she would 
return to her home and maintain the peace 
in the future.  This she refused to do, saying 
she had rather go to state prison than 
live with Joe again.  The judge thereupon 
imposed a fine of $5 and costs, the latter 
amounting to $4.50.  The Florence County 
jail is too filthy a hole in which to 
imprison a woman for any length of 
time, or else Adeline would have been 
given five days, as a more effective 
punishment, instead of being permitted to 

pay a fine.  Adeline and Joe were married 
by Judge Coleman last winter. 

 

Pulled and Fined. 
 

The “ranch in the woods” was raided 
by Constables Keyes and Bettison, on 
Monday night, and the keeper, Mina 
Mudge, and three or four male and female 
inmates were arrested and taken before 
Judge Coleman on the same night.  The 
keeper and most of the inmates promptly 
paid the fines imposed and were released. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 27 [Saturday, June 30, 
1888], page 5, column 3 

 

LOCAL BREVITIES. 
 

NELLIE DAWSON, a courtesan 
[prostitute], died at Bigelow’s place, 
Florence Avenue, at 4 o’clock Monday 
afternoon.  Tha [sic – The] woman had 
been sick for a long period.  Her parents 
are said to reside in Chicago.  She came to 
the Menominee range some three or four 
years ago, and has lived in Florence since 
last fall.  The deceased was about 24 years 
of age.  The interment took place on 
Tuesday. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 46 [Saturday, November 
10, 1888], page 5, column 3 

 

ALMOST A HOMICIDE. 
_____ 

 
“MENOMINEE JOE’S” 
DESPERATE DEED. 

_____ 
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He Threatens to Murder His Wife and 

Then Shoots Her Through the Neck – 
Another Shot Falls Wide of Its Mark – 
The Wounds not Dangerous – The 
Would-be Murderer Tires to Assault 
the Woman in the Court Room – He 
Pleads Guilty. 

_____ 
 

Joseph McClarence, a low-bred fellow 
who is better known as “Menominee Joe,” 
shot and seriously wounded his colored 
wife, Adeline, on Tuesday evening.  The 
ill-matched couple were married a year or 
so ago by a justice of the peace in this city.  
Menominee Joe was formerly a 
lumberman and is said at one time to have 
been a steady and hard-working man.  Of 
late years, however, he has been fearfully 
dissipated and was seldom sober.  He has 
worked at times as a hostler for T.C. Tully, 
and during the summer drove the sprinkling 
cart for H.W. Jackson.  The man, however, 
when under the influence of liquor, is known 
to have been extremely vicious and ulgy 
[sic – ugly] almost a fiend incarnate, but 
when sober was, as a rule, good-natured 
and peaceable.  Every [sic – Ever] since his 
marriage, Joe has been inordinately jealous 
of his wife, Adeline, a buxom negress of 
about 30 years of age.  He frequently 
accused his wife of unfaithfulness, and a 
few months ago caused the arrest of the 
woman and a young white man on a charge 
of adultery.  The defendants were 
discharged on a preliminary hearing, and 
for several weeks subsequently Mr. and 
Mrs. McClarence were estranged.  They 
finally made up again, but have since had a 
good many fierce and bitter quarrels.  As 
might have been expected, “Menominee 
Joe” filled himself up with whisky on 
election day and proceeded to celebrate 
by attempting to kill his wife.  He went to 

her house, in the northern part of the city, in 
the afternoon, his mind evidently filled with 
murderous thoughts.  Adeline and another 
woman were alone at the time.  “What are 
you doing?” asked Joe.  “I’m making 
button-holes for my dress,” Adeline replied.  
At this, the man whipped out a revolver and 
exclaimed with an oath:  “I’m a good button-
hole maker, you _____ _____ _____.”  With 
this he deliberately fired the revolver, the 
ball passing between the other woman’s 
feet and lodging in the floor.  Joe 
immediately left the house.  He went to 
Sarah Fately’s residence in the evening 
and found Mrs. McClarence there.  No 
trouble occurred while there, and the 
woman had no fears of impending danger.  
The couple finally started for their home.  
They entered the house and Adeline 
lighted a lamp.  Joe suddenly exclaimed:  
“You _____ _____ _____, I’ve a notion to 
kill you.”  He swore a long string of 
terrible oaths, called the woman all the 
foul names his evil mind could think of, 
pulled out a revolver and coolly and 
deliberately fired at his victim.  The ball 
entered the front of the neck, on the 
right side, passed clear through and 
came out at the back.  The blood poured 
from the wound and the woman fell to the 
floor in an unconscious condition.  Before 
she fell, Joe fired again, the ball lodging in 
the wall.  The man then handed the 
revolver to a woman who chanced to be in 
the room, remarking as he did so:  “I meant 
to kill her and hope the _____ is dead.”  He 
then left the house.  Mrs. McClarence soon 
recovered consciousness and her wound 
was dressed.  Her injuries while very 
painful, are not considered dangerous, 
though Joe evidently shot to kill.  Had his 
aim been a little more steady he would 
undoubtedly have struck a vital spot, and 
another foul murder would have disgraced 
Florence.  Menominee Joe was arrested 
next morning and taken before Justice 
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Huff for examination.  The indictment 
drawn up by District Attorney Clark 
charged the fellow with assault with intent 
to kill while armed with a dangerous 
weapon.  The woman, though weak from 
the loss of blood and from the effects of her 
wound, appeared in the court as the 
complaining witness.  When Joe caught 
sight of her, he grasped a chair and 
attempted to finish his work by braining the 
poor creature, but was prevented from 
carrying out his murderous intentions by 
Constable Keyes and the justice.  The 
constable had quite a lively tussel [sic – 
tussle] with the infuriated fellow before he 
succeeded in overpowering and 
handcuffing him.  The prisoner pleaded 
guilty to the information, and coolly 
informed the court that he only had one 
regret and that was that he had not killed 
the woman.  In default of $1,000 bail, 
McClarence was remanded to the 
Marinette County jail, where he will 
remain until the holding of Circuit Court 
here next March, when he will be 
sentenced by Judge Myers.  He will 
probably get from five to ten years at 
Waupun.  The prisoner was taken to 
Marinette by Sheriff Molloy on 
Wednesday afternoon.  The revolver with 
which the shooting was done is now in the 
possession of Constable Keyes.  It is of a 
32-calibre with a self-action movement.  
The weapon was purchased at R.B. 
Webb’s a day or two prior to the shooting, 
showing that McClarence had deliberately 
planned to kill his colored wife. 

 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 52 [Saturday, December 
22, 1888], page 5, column 4 

 

WORSE THAN CATTLE. 
_____ 

 
A White Man and a Colored 

Married Woman Held for Adultery.  
 

Adeline McClarence, colored, and 
Dominick LeMar, a white man, were 
arrested in the town of Commonwealth by 
Constable Keyes, at 9:30 o’clock 
Wednesday night, on a charge of adultery.  
The arrest was made at the instance [sic – 
insistence] of Sheriff-elect Parmenter.  
The woman had been living with Henry 
Bartlett and wife in this city, but the 
unsavory trio emigrated to Commonwealth 
on Tuesday last, ostensibly to “take in 
washing.”  LeMar stopped with the 
Bartletts on Monday and Tuesday nights, 
and followed them to Commonwealth.  He 
is charged with sustaining illicit relations 
with Adeline on various occasions, and 
the couple were arrested at the Bartlett 
mansion.  The proprietor and his wife were 
also arrested, but were allowed to go on 
their own recognizance.  The black woman 
and her alleged white paramour were given 
a preliminary hearing before Justice Bush 
on Thursday, the examination lasting until 
yesterday.  The proceedings were held in 
the old town hall.  District Attorney Clark 
conducted the prosecution, and brought out 
enough evidence to warrant the justice in 
holding the parties for trial at the March 
term of the Circuit Court.  The bail was fixed 
at $500 each, which the defendants will 
probably be unable to procure.  The 
McClarence woman is the wife of 
“Menominee Joe,” who was sent to the 
Marinette Jail a few weeks ago to await 
trial for shooting and attempting to kill her.  
The entire gang should be sent to state’s 
prison for a long term of years.  They are a 
bad lot and a disgrace to the community. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
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Number 1 [Saturday, December 29, 
1888], page 5, column 3 

 
ADELINE McCLARENCE, colored, 

and her white paramour, D. LeMar, were 
taken to Marinette by Sheriff Molloy on 
Saturday last.  They will remain in the jail at 
that place until tried by Judge Myers in 
March.  A curious feature of the case is the 
fact that Adeline’s white husband, 
“Menominee Joe,” is awaiting trial in the 
same jail on a charge of assault with intent 
to kill, the woman herself being the 
prosecuting witness. 

A NUMBER of the “guests” at Mina 
Mudge’s ranch created a disturbance last 
Saturday night.  The keeper is said to have 
been roughly handled and some damage 
was done to the furniture, windows, etc.  
One of the ringleaders, Paddy Conroy, 
was arrested, Monday, on a warrant sworn 
out by Mina.  He paid a fine and costs to 
the amount of $15.50.  Just previous to his 
capture, Conroy accidentally shot himself 
through the left hand. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 3 [Saturday, January 12, 1889], 
page 1, column 6 

 

Shameful and Outrageous. 
 

Mina Mudge, Nellie Graves and Mary 
Tobin, three notorious women of the town, 
engaged in a disgraceful debauch in the 
back room of a Central Avenue saloon, on 
Monday afternoon.  One of the creatures 
made a disgraceful exhibition of herself in 
the yard or alley adjoining the place, and 
Landlord Sullivan, of the Ludington 
House, lodged a complaint against the 
women before Judge Coleman.  They 
were arrested, but as the witnesses of the 
affair, all of whom were lady boarders at the 

Ludington, were loth to appear in court, the 
case fell through and the defendants were 
discharged.  These, and all other creatures 
of their class, should be compelled to stop 
their carousing and their unseemly conduct 
in the city. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 4 [Saturday, January 19, 1889], 
page 5, column 1 

 

MINA MUDGE ROBBED. 
_____ 

 
THE NOTORIOUS WOMAN LOSES 

$350 WHILE ON A SPREE. 
_____ 

 

She is Thrown Down and the Money 
Taken from Her Stocking – Mike 
Dolan and John Bowers Held for the 
Crime – The Martin-McHugh Cutting 
Affray Settled – Adeline McClarence 
and LeMar to be Sentenced by Judge 
Coleman on Tuesday. 

 

Mina Mudge, queen of the demi monde 
[sic – demimonde] of Florence County and 
keeper of a notorious den in the woods 
near this city, was robbed of $350 in 
McDevitt’s saloon between 4 and 5 
o’clock yesterday afternoon, and three 
lumbermen named Mike Dolan, John 
Bowers, alias John Smith, and William 
Parry, were arrested half an hour later, 
charged with the offense.  It appears that 
Mina and two of her girls arrived in 
Florence on the 3 o’clock train yesterday 
afternoon, from Crystal Falls, where they 
had been on a sort of pleasure excursion.  
They visited one or two saloons upon their 
return and finally brought up at McDevitt’s 
at the hour indicated.  The women drank 
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and treated the crowd once or twice, Mina 
paying for the liquor out of a bag of silver.  
“Maybe you think that is all the money I’ve 
got,” she exclaimed, and stooping down 
she pulled a big roll of bills, said to contain 
$350, out of her stocking, and flashed the 
filthy lucre before the eyes of the inmates of 
the place, who included Dolan, Bowers 
and Parry.  Mina replaced her roll in her 
stocking, when Bowers tripped her up and 
she fell heavily to the floor.  Eye-witnesses 
state that Bowers and Dolan stood over 
the woman while she was lying on the floor.  
Mina begged for protection and exclaimed 
that she had been robbed of her money.  
The saloonkeeper and his wife interfered, 
and Dolan was accused of the robbery.  
The witnesses state that Dolan left the 
saloon, and returned again in three or four 
minutes.  He then entered the back room 
and was searched by Mr. McDevitt, but no 
money was found.  Officers were 
summoned, and Under Sheriff Noyes, 
Deputy Kinnear and Constable Keyes 
appeared on the scene and placed Dolan, 
Bowers and Parry under arrest.  The 
prisoners were unable to give bail and were 
remanded to the Commonwealth jail for 
safe-keeping.  Their examination took place 
before Judge Coleman at 9 o’clock this 
morning, the proceedings lasting until 12 
o’clock.  The witnesses sworn on behalf of 
the state were Mina Mudge, Nellie Bailey, 
Eli Chemette, F. McDevitt, Mrs. McDevitt, 
Edward Baker and Ben Hocking.  Dolan 
and Bowers made a statement in their own 
behalf and Jack Kaine and one other 
witness testified for the defense.  The 
prosecution was conducted by Wm. H. 
Clark, in the absence of the district 
attorney.  The testimony of the witnesses 
for the state was substantially as given 
above, although the details and 
circumstances were more minutely given.  
There was little or no evidence against 
William Parry, and he was discharged.  

The court deemed the evidence against the 
other two defendants sufficiently strong to 
go before a jury, and Dolan and Bowers 
were accordingly held to trial at the March 
term of the Circuit Court.  Their bail was 
fixed at $500 each.  Bowers, when 
arrested, gave the name of John Smith. 

Of course, women like Mina Mudge are 
entitled to protection under the law, but they 
ought to be prohibited from drinking and 
carousing in the saloons of the city.  If she 
had remained at her den where she 
belonged, the robbery would not have 
occurred.  She became intoxicated, 
flourished and exhibited her money, thereby 
tempting the defendants or some other 
parties to steal it. 

_____ 
 

Charles Martin, the man who a fortnight 
ago, was bound over for trial in the Circuit 
Court on a charge of assault with intent 
to kill, is once more a free man and is now 
quietly at work again at Arthur Stevens’ 
camp.  Martin, it will be remembered, 
was arrested and arraigned for cutting a 
fellow named Jack McHugh with a knife 
on New Year’s night, the affray taking 
place in front of a saloon on lower 
Central Avenue.  It appears that after the 
first hearing, District Attorney Abbott 
came into the possession of considerable 
new evidence which convinced him that 
Martin’s provocation was very great, and 
which, if presented to an unbiased jury, 
would render his acquittal absolutely 
certain.  The district attorney, therefore, laid 
the matter before Judge Coleman and the 
county board of supervisors, and also 
consulted eminent legal authority at 
Marinette.  The result of the conference 
was that it would be unjust to the tax-payers 
[sic – taxpayers] of the county to pay for the 
defendant’s board, and also for McHugh, 
the complaining witness, at the Marinette 
jail, until March next, and then place the 
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former on trial, only to be acquitted, thus 
entailing a still larger expense to the county.  
The officials, without one dissenting voice, 
therefore, decided to allow Martin to plead 
guilty to a lesser offense, and thus save 
Florence County an expense of some four 
or five hundred dollars.  Sheriff Parmenter, 
in conformity with these views and acting 
under the instructions of the county judge, 
brought the two men back from Marinette 
on Saturday evening, and they were at 
once taken before Judge Coleman.  The 
charge against Martin was duly changed to 
that of assault and battery, to which he 
pleaded guilty.  A fine of $25 was thereupon 
imposed, and $20 of the amount was 
immediately remitted.  Martin was informed 
that the original charge of assault with 
intent to kill would still be held over him, but 
in case he went to work at once and never 
got into any more trouble in Florence 
County, the case against him would not be 
prosecuted.  Martin was delighted with the 
favorable turn of affairs and readily 
promised to respect the laws of the land in 
the future.  He has always borne an 
excellent reputation and is highly spoken of 
by his employer, Mr. Stevens, as a 
peaceable and industrious man.  Martin is 
again at work, and the MINING NEWS is 
confident he will never get into serious 
trouble.  McHugh was ordered to get out of 
town and go to work, or be punished as a 
vagrant.  He agreed to go, and the 
community will be well rid of him for awhile, 
at least.  This journal has an utter 
abhorrence of deeds of violence – one 
human being cutting, slashing, shooting 
and pounding another – and does not, as a 
general thing, countenance compromising 
with violators of the peace; in this particular 
instance, however, considering all the 
circumstances in the case – Martin’s 
apparent justification, the strong possibility 
of his acquittal and the great expense to the 
county of his and McHugh’s keeping until 

March, and the cost of a trial, it cannot but 
approve of the wise course pursued by the 
officials, and believes that the tax-payers 
[sic – taxpayers] will view the matter in the 
same light. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 4 [Saturday, January 19, 1889], 
page 5, columns 1-2 

 
Adeline McClarence (colored) and 

Dominick LeMar, her paramour, who 
were committed, a few weeks ago, to the 
Marinette jail to await trial on a charge of 
adultery, have petitioned the county judge 
for sentence.  The pestiferous couple will, 
consequently, be brought back to Florence 
on Monday and will be sentenced by Judge 
Coleman – probably to a year’s 
imprisonment each at Waupun.  Thus the 
county will be saved another expense of 
$400 or $500, making a total saving in the 
two cases of nearly $1,000.  The MINING 
NEWS understands that “Menominee Joe,” 
who is awaiting trial at Marinette for 
attempting to kill Mrs. Menominee Joe 
(Adeline McClarence), is also willing to 
plead guilty and take his sentence.  This he 
cannot do, however, until the Circuit Court 
convenes in March as his case must come 
up before Judge Myers.  The maximum 
punishment is fifteen years’ imprisonment 
which takes the case out of the hands of 
the county judge, who only has jurisdiction 
where the punishment cannot exceed five 
years. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 5 [Saturday, January 26, 1889], 
page 1, column 6 

 

ADELINE GOES TO 
WAUPUN. 
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_____ 
 

Her Paramour, Le Mar, to be 
Released on Payment of 

$100 Costs. 
 

As was anticipated in last week’s issue, 
Adeline McClarence and Dominick LeMar 
[sic – Le Mar] were brought back to 
Florence from the Marinette jail on 
Monday, and the former was arraigned 
before Judge Coleman on the following 
morning.  The woman pleaded guilty to 
adultery and was sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment at hard labor at the 
state prison.  Sheriff Parmenter escorted 
the dusky adulteress to her new home in 
Waupun on Wednesday.  The man, Le 
Mar, is locked up for the time being in the 
Commonwealth jail.  He has expressed a 
desire to plead guilty, but would rather be 
fined than go to prison.  The court officials 
have learned that Le Mar’s mother, who 
resides with her husband at Spaulding, is 
old and quite feeble, so much that it is 
feared if Dominick is sent to Waupun she 
will die of a broken heart.  Knowing this to 
be almost a certainty, the authorities are 
disposed to be lenient with the young man, 
for his aged parent’s sake.  They have 
decided, therefore, to fine him $200, and 
then remit the fine providing his friends pay 
the costs, which amount to nearly $100.  It 
would be impossible, it is said, for them to 
raise the amount of both the fine and costs.  
The officials are perhaps to be commended 
for their contemplated kindhearted action, 
yet it is doubtful whether this is a just and 
proper course to pursue, if they desire to 
checkmate and root out crime and 
lawlessness in the community. 

A TOUGH named Handland was sent 
to jail for thirty days, by Judge Coleman 
yesterday, for committing an unprovoked 
assault upon Fred Schwalm and George 

Abel, on Central Avenue, a week ago 
yesterday.  Handland was arrested by 
Under Sheriff Noyes late Thursday night. 

THE new iron cages or cells, recently 
ordered by the town board from E.T. 
Barnum, of Detroit, were received on 
Wednesday.   The cells have been 
placed in position at the old town hall, 
which will serve as a jail until the 
completion of the new county buildings.  
Now that the city is supplied with a lock-
up, it is to be hoped no more acts of 
rowdyism will be allowed upon the 
streets. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 11 [Saturday, March 9, 1889], 
page 5, column 2 

 
Joseph McClarence, alias 

“Menominee Joe,” was allowed to plead 
guilty to the third count in the 
indictment, that of assault and battery, 
and was sentenced to ten days’ 
imprisonment in the county jail.  The 
charge of assault with intent to kill, etc., 
were [sic – was] dropped by the district 
attorney, on the suggestion of numerous 
business men [sic – businessmen], who 
thought Menominee Joe (who is a hard-
working, industrious man when not in 
his cups), had been sufficiently 
punished by his four months’ 
incarceration, his provocation when he 
assaulted Black Adeline having been 
very great.  Joe has been promised steady 
employment when he completes his ten 
days’ term, and the MINING NEWS 
believes he will henceforth be a law-
abiding, upright citizen.  

The divorce case of Anna Cocking 
against William Cocking was heard by 
Judge Myers on Wednesday.  There being 
no appearance of the defendant, the 
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desired decree was granted.  J.E. Abbott 
was the plaintiff’s attorney. 

Thus endeth the March, 1889, term of 
the Circuit Court for Florence County. 

   
[Additional items appeared before the 

paragraph regarding Menominee Joe.] 
 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 11 [Saturday, March 9, 1889], 
page 5, column 3 

 

Cut His Pocket Out. 
 

Mike O’Donald, a woodsman, swore 
out a warrant this morning for the arrest of a 
young man named Morris Brown, on a 
charge of the larceny of $6.75 from his 
person.  O’Donald, Brown and two other 
men hired a rig late last night and started 
out to Mudge’s ranch.  O’Donald’s pocket 
was cut out and his pocketbook stolen 
while en route, and he accuses young 
Brown of the robbery.  The latter denies 
the charge.  The case will be tried before 
Justice Coleman this evening. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 15 [Saturday, April 6, 1889], 
page 5, columns 1-2 

 

UNDER $1,000 BONDS. 
_____ 

 
Mina Mudge Vicously Assaults 

One of Her Inmates. 
 

Mina Mudge, a notorious courtesan of 
this town, is under arrest on a charge of 
assault with intent to kill.  The woman, 
who, in defiance of the constituted 
authorities, runs a den of infamy in the 

woods immediately north of the city, got 
into an altercation, a few days ago, with one 
of her girls, who is known by the name of 
May Johnson, the latter, it is said, received 
a severe pounding.  The girl made a 
complaint in Justice Bush’s court, and the 
justice issued an assault and battery 
warrant against the Mudge woman.  The 
latter was arrested, and, on Thursday 
afternoon, paid a fine of $5 and the costs  -- 
$15.60.  Shortly after the conclusion of 
the trial in Commonwealth, May Johnson 
returned to Mina’s den for the purpose 
of securing her personal effects, etc., 
when, it is alleged, she was set upon 
and unmercifully beaten by the 
infuriated prostitute.  The unfortunate 
young woman finally succeeded in 
escaping from the place and subsequently 
lodged a complaint before Justice Bush.  
Mina Mudge, anticipating a second arrest 
and fearing a severe punishment for her 
second assault upon the girl, went to 
Justice Coleman’s court on Thursday 
afternoon, pleaded guilty to assault and 
battery and paid a nominal fine.  
Notwithstanding this action on the part of 
his brother justice, Mr. Bush very properly, 
in view of the girl’s terrible condition, issued 
a warrant against Mina Mudge, charging 
her with assault with intent to kill, and 
the arrest was duly made, the defendant 
entering a plea of not guilty.  The case was 
called up yesterday, when the defendant’s 
attorney, W.H. Clark, attempted to obtain a 
change of venue, but his motion was not 
granted because the defendant had already 
made her plea.  The case was continued till 
next Tuesday, Mina Mudge being released 
on furnishing a bond of $1,000, with 
Charles Loughrey and R.B. Webb as 
sureties.  The reason for the continuance of 
the case was on account of the severity of 
the complainant’s injuries received at the 
hands of the defendant, a local physician 
testifying that May Johnson would be 
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unable to appear in court for several days.  
If the people would take steps to root out 
the houses of prostitution in Florence 
and vicinity, such disgraceful doings would 
not occur.  They furnish nine-tenths of the 
cases in our courts and cost the honest tax-
payers [sic – taxpayers] hundreds of dollars 
annually.  These dens are a detriment to 
the prosperity of the town, a blot upon the 
good name of Florence, and it is a shame 
and a disgrace to allow them to exist.  A 
few months ago this same woman, Mina 
Mudge, was robbed of $350 while enjoying 
a drunken debauch in a leading Central 
Avenue saloon.  Two men were arrested 
and tried for the offense, one of whom was 
sent to the penitentiary.  The board of the 
prisoners, their hearing and trial cost the 
county several hundred dollars, and the tax-
payers [sic – taxpayers] of Florence and 
Commonwealth had to foot the bills.  
Another man is now receiving three months’ 
board at the Marinette jail for committing 
an assault at the Mudge ranch, and 
Florence County must pay the bills.  
Drunken prostitutes are frequently seen 
upon the streets in broad daylight, and 
women of this stripe are responsible for 
many acts of lawlessness which constantly 
occur here.  All the trouble and expense 
incident to the arrest, hearing and 
subsequent escape of William Watson 
originated through his interference with the 
officers who were attempting to arrest a 
woman of doubtful reputation, who at the 
time was drunk and raising a disturbance in 
a Florence Avenue saloon.  The facts 
stated above can be substantiated by the 
court records.  Surely there must be some 
remedy – some means by which this 
hideous evil can be stamped out to that 
decency, law and and [sic] order can, for 
once, prevail in our beautiful little city.  The 
claim is frequently made that the prosperity 
of the place depends to a certain extent 
upon the houses of prostitution; that in the 

event of their suppression many men who 
are in the habit of coming here at certain 
seasons of the year to spend their money, 
would go elsewhere.  The MINING NEWS 
does not believe it.  The very few men who 
are attracted hither by the iniquitous dens, 
could easily be spared.  There are 
hundreds of thriving and prosperous cities 
and villages in Wisconsin where a 
prostitute would not be tolerated an hour.  
Then why must Florence be dependent 
upon the infamous class?  They keep many 
respectable people from taking up 
residences here, and scores of decent 
people now living here are contemplating a 
removal elsewhere.  They are loth [sic – 
loathe] to bring up their children in a place 
where the brazen-faced, foul-tongued, 
whiskey-drinking courtesans are 
respectfully alluded to by prominent men of 
the city as “Our ladies.”  If the honest, law-
abiding tax-payers [sic – taxpayers] of 
Florence will unite, shoulder to shoulder, in 
an effort to clean out the houses of 
prostitution, the object can speedily be 
accomplished, and by legal and peaceable 
means, too.  The laws of Wisconsin make 
the keeping of a house of prostitution a 
crime, punishable by imprisonment in 
the state prison.  The law is explicit 
enough; it only needs to be enforced. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 16 [Saturday, April 13, 1889], 
page 5, columns 1-2 

 

ORDERED TO CLOSE UP. 
_____ 

 
THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY DONS 

OFFICIAL WAR PAINT. 
_____ 
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He Commands the Keepers of 
Disreputable Dens to Quit Their 
Nefarious Practices – The Boss 
Cyprian Vamoses the Ranch and the 
Others Will Follow Suit – The Woman 
Under Heavy Bonds – An Unusually 
Large Budget of Local News. 

_____ 
 

The houses of prostitution which have 
flourished so long in the city and county of 
Florence, in bold defiance of the laws of 
the State of Wisconsin, have got to go.  
District Attorney Abbott and Sheriff 
Parmenter have issued an ultimatum to 
that effect, and they are thoroughly in 
earnest in their determination to suppress 
every bawdy house within their jurisdiction.  
The following notice was served on Monday 
upon Mina Mudge, the keeper of the most 
important place of the kind in this county 
and probably one of the most notorious 
ranches in the state: 

 
OFFICE OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY, 

FOR FLORENCE COUNTY, WISCONSIN, 
FLORENCE, April 8, 1889. 

 
To Mina Mudge, Florence, Wisconsin: 

You are hereby notified that unless you 
and all parties connected with your house 
of prostitution leave and remain out of 
Florence County on or before the first day 
of May, A.D., 1889, we, the undersigned, 
shall proceed against and prosecute you 
and all the inmates of your house to the full 
extent of the law. 
A.M. PARMENTER,     J.E. ABBOTT, 
     Sheriff.                         District Attorney. 
 

Similar notices were served upon 
three or four other bawdy house keepers 
in the city.  The several keepers have 
announced their intention to obey the 
official command, and quite a number of the 

female inmates of the various houses 
departed this week, for Hurley and other 
places where they will doubtless be better 
appreciated than in Florence.  Every good 
citizen will rejoice that our beautiful and 
thrifty city, has been, or is soon to be, it is 
sincerely hoped, forever freed from the evil-
producing, crime-breeding incubus which 
has for years weighed it down, and, by its 
demoralizing and degrading influence, 
stunting the growth of the place by keeping 
many reputable people from seeking 
permanent homes here. 

“These houses,” said a leading business 
man [sic – businessman] to a reporter of 
this paper, the other day, “are an injury to 
Florence – a detriment to the growth of the 
place, and I am glad the officials have 
cleaned them out.  They draw the very 
worst class of men here – a class which the 
city is better off without.  This talk about 
houses of prostitution being a good thing for 
a town is ridiculous.  Florence never 
prospered so well, and the merchants never 
made so much money as they did during 
the year that Chairman Sheridan wiped 
out the dens.  I tell you that was a good 
year for the people of Florence, and I 
believe that from now on we will see better 
times here.”  Many other business men [sic 
– businessmen] have expressed the same 
views. 

The appended notice is published at the 
request of the district attorney: 

 
NOTICE. 

 
All persons willing to give testimony 

against keepers and inmates of houses 
of ill-fame or bawdy houses in Florence 
County, Wisconsin, are requested to 
report at my office at any and all time 
between the hours of 9 o’clock A.M. and 
4 o’clock P.M. 

Florence, Wis., April 10, 1889. 
                                         J.E. ABBOTT. 
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District Attorney for Florence County, Wis. 
 

Mr. Abbott declares that he means 
business and does not intend to allow a 
disreputable house to exist in this county 
during his incumbency of the office of 
district attorney, and Sheriff Parmenter 
and his duputies [sic – deputies] stand 
ready to back him to the fill extent of their 
power, and if this is not sufficient, Gov. 
Hoard will lend a hand.  Mr. Abbott further 
declares that all abandoned women 
found within the limits of Florence 
County after May 1 will be immediately 
arrested and vigorously prosecuted. 

_____ 
 

UNDER HEAVY BONDS. 
_____ 

 

Mina Mudge Held for Trial – May 
Johnson’s Fall and Reformation. 

 
Mina Mudge has been bound over in 

the sum of $1,500 for her appearance for 
trial at the September term of the Circuit 
Court on a charge of assault with intent to 
murder.  The examination was held before 
Justice Michael Bush, in the village of 
Commonwealth, the proceedings lasting 
through the entire day Tuesday and a 
portion of Wednesday.  District Attorney 
Abbott appearing for the state, and Wm. H. 
Clark for the defense.  Only three 
witnesses, the complainant, May 
Johnston, Sandy Anderson and Dr. 
Odell, were sworn on behalf of the 
prosecution, the defense submitting no 
testimony whatever.  The two witnesses, 
Miss Johnston and Mr. Anderson, were 
subjected to a most rigid examination, the 
former occupying the witness stand for 
about five hours. 

The defendant, Mina Mudge, secured 
the required bond of $1,500, with John 

Simon and J.W. Molloy as sureties, both 
gentlemen qualifying to the amount 
indicated.  The complainant, May Johnson 
[sic – Johnston], was required to furnish a 
$100 bond for her appearance as a witness 
next September, and Omer Huff became 
her surety. 

*  *  *  * 
May Johnston has a very sad history, 

and deserves the sympathy of the 
charitable people of this city, a number of 
whom have become interested in her.  She 
is only 21 years of age.  The girl was 
brought from her native country, Scotland, 
some four or five years ago, by a 
Milwaukeean and his wife, who were 
making a tour of Scotland at the time.  Miss 
Johnston entered the employ of her 
benefactors upon their return to Milwaukee.  
‘Twas the same old story.  The girl was 
betrayed by a villainous suitor, and two 
years ago became a mother.  The child is 
now in good hands at Appleton.  Mina 
Mudge met the girl in Milwaukee last 
winter and induced her to come to 
Florence, since which time she has been 
an inmate of Mina’s house.  Her evil 
associations and surroundings were 
exceedingly distasteful to the unfortunate 
girl, and she is desirous of henceforth 
leading a pure life.  She is anxious to 
procure honest, respectable employment 
and appears sincere in the matter.  This is a 
glorious opportunity for the Christian ladies 
of Florence to aid and encourage this 
repentant outcast.  All that is needed to 
perfect her thorough reformation is the 
procurement of a good home and a chance 
to earn an honest livelihood.  May Johnston 
is apparently a victim of cruel 
circumstances and is by no means a 
hardened sinner.  Extend the hand of 
fellowship and sisterly love to the erring 
one. 

_____ 
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REVOKED HER LICENSE. 

_____ 

 

The First Official Act of the 
New Town Board. 

 
The new town board, consisting of 

Charles Loughrey, chairman, John 
Reynolds and Louis Winkler, convened 
for the first time on Monday last, and its first 
official action was, indeed, a righteous one.  
Immediately after the board was called to 
order, District Attorney Abbott filed a 
complaint to the effect that he had good 
reason to believe that Mina Mudge, the 
proprietor of the alleged “boarding house” in 
the remote suburbs of the little city was, in 
fact, the keeper of a house of ill-fame, 
and demanding that her license as a 
retail liquor dealer be revoked.  The 
complaint and recommendation were read 
by the clerk, Frank Waring, whereupon, on 
motion of Supervisor Reynolds, seconded 
and heartily supported by Chairman 
Loughrey and Supervisor Winkler, a 
resolution was immediately passed 
revoking Mina Mudge’s license forthwith, 
and further warning the notorious young 
woman, the noble scion of the celebrated 
Mudge family, that in case she continued to 
sell intoxicating liquors, she would be 
prosecuted to the full extent of the law.  
Although the prompt action of the new 
board may have been somewhat tardy, the 
members believe and express themselves 
to be ready and willing to demonstrate the 
justness of their action to the utmost 
satisfaction of the madam in case she sees 
fit to take exceptions in the matter.  The 
action of the board in the premises cannot 
be too highly recommended.  It is a step in 
the right direction.  Prosecute the “queen” 
bee will henceforth be their motto, and it is 
believed that this, the initial action of the 

city fathers, will be followed by a prompt 
and vigorous prosecution of all parties of 
like unsavery [sic – unsavory] reputation by 
the district attorney, ably seconded by the 
sheriff, both of whom are anxious to secure 
evidence against and prosecute law-
breakers of this character.  Let the good 
work go on! 

_____ 
 

Should Uphold the News. 
 

The FLORENCE NEWS, of last week, 
relates that the notorious Mina Mudge, who 
we blush to say was at one time permitted 
to conduct her degraded business in this 
city, was arrested in Florence last week 
on a charge of assault and battery, fined 
and released, and arrested again on the 
same day for a second assault upon the 
same one of her degraded associates 
and fined, and subsequently again arrested 
charged with assault with intent to fill; and 
very forcibly and sensibly calls upon its 
officers and citizens to relieve Florence of 
the prostitutes that are encouraged to 
locate in that city.  The NEWS points out 
how these courtesans, besides promoting 
vice and immorality and teending [sic – 
tending] to drive from Florence decent 
people, are a constant source of expense to 
the tax-payers [sic – taxpayers], by 
committing petty offenses, and being the 
cause of all grades of misdemeanor and 
crime from a simple drunk to a cold-blooded 
murder.  The argument that Florence is 
benefited by the men who are drawn there 
by that beautiful village being allowed to 
become a prostitute’s retreat, is too 
foolishly false to be entertained for a 
moment by any sensible person.  The name 
of Florence has already been disgraced too 
long by this policy, and every good citizen 
of Florence, who desires to live in a 
peaceful, lawabiding [sic – law-abiding] 
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community, and who wants to bring up his 
children under good influences, should 
uphold the NEWS in its every effort to drive 
the bad element out of the city. –[Range. 

 
 
 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 17 [Saturday, April 20, 1889], 
page 5, columns 1-2 

 

BROKEN UP. 
_____ 

 
Bennett’s Ranch Raided and Three 

Inmates Captured. 
 

Bennett’s notorious ranch, near Iron 
Mountain, was raided and broken up by 
Sheriff Parmenter at a very early hour 
last Thursday morning.  The den, 
although located in Florence County, is 
only about two miles from Iron Mountain, 
and derives its entire support from that truly 
moral town.  The boast is frequently made 
that houses of this character are not 
allowed to exist in Michigan, yet the evil-
minded element of one of the so-called 
leading cities of the upper peninsula are [sic 
– is] guilty of fostering a low bagino [sic – 
bagnio] situated on the banks of the 
Menominee River, a stream which forms a 
portion of the boundary line between the 
commonwealths of Wisconsin and 
Michigan.  The officials of Florence County 
have long been planning to break up 
Bennett’s den, but the project has 
necessarily been delayed owing to the 
difficulty of reaching the place, which 
can only be approached from the 
Michigan side. 

At about 9 o’clock Wednesday evening, 
a couple of two-horse rigs, containing 

Sheriff Parmenter, Under Sheriff Dana 
Parmenter, Deputy Sheriffs George 
Kinnear, Elmer and George Parmenter 
and Constable George H. Keyes, left 
Florence for the purpose of raiding 
Bennett’s ranch.  The party carried a boat 
with them to be used in ferrying them 
across the Menominee River.  The posse 
crossed over into Michigan, passed through 
the sleeping city of Iron Mountain 
unobserved, and struck the well-traveled 
road leading to Bennett’s place.  Midway on 
the road they were passed by a team, said 
to be driven by an Iron Mountain liveryman.  
This worthy hurried to town, deposited his 
load of bummers, and started back solely 
for the purpose of warning the inmates of 
the place against approaching danger.  He 
finally overtook and passed the Florence 
officials just before the latter reached the 
river.  The fellow thereupon deliberately and 
basely yelled at the top of his voice:  “You 
people had better get out.  The sheriff is 
coming.  I just passed him on the road, and 
he’s got a boat!”  As the officers were at 
that time upon Michigan soil, they were 
powerless to arrest the scoundrel, although 
he deserved a term in the penitentiary for 
his extraordinary and unwarranted conduct.  
Oh, yes, Br’er Tuten, Iron Mountain people 
desired Bennett’s place exterminated!  If 
they did, one of their esteemed citizens had 
a very queer way of showing it, at any rate.  
Sheriff Parmenter and his men launched 
their boat and surrounded the house.  Of 
course the place was deserted.  The soiled 
doves and their male admirers had flown 
into the deep recesses of the adjoining 
forest.  The officers, finding it useless to 
attempt to pursue the gang, made 
themselves comfortable, determined to stay 
awhile and watch the course of events.  
Three hours later (5 o’clock) three of the 
woman came in and gave themselves up.  
They were thinly clad and were suffering 
from exposure.  The sweet scented trio 
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gave their names as Alice Scott, Minnie 
Warren and Pearl Gray.  The officers 
waited until 7:30 o’clock with the 
expectation of capturing a few more 
stragglers, but the remaining members of 
the gang escaped, evidently, by crossing 
the Milwaukee & Northern railroad bridge 
and making their way back to their friends 
and patrons in Iron Mountain.  The three 
prisoners were brought to Commonwealth 
on the noon train, Thursday, and arraigned 
before Justice Bush, who is fast gaining a 
reputation as a terror to evil-doers.  The 
women were adjudged guilty.  Alice Scott 
was given $25 and costs or 90 days, and 
Minnie Warren and Pearl Gray were each 
sentenced to pay a fine of $15 and the 
costs or go to jail for 30 days.  The 
prisoners remained in the Commonwealth 
jail over night, but paid their fines 
yesterday.  The total fines and costs 
imposed aggregated $110. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 17 [Saturday, April 20, 1889], 
page 5, column 2 

 

BOLD SNEAK THIEVES. 
_____ 

 
They Raid Gordon’s Store and 

Make a Good Haul. 
 

Two strangers visited the New York 
Store at 7:30 o’clock last Tuesday morning, 
one of whom engaged the attention of the 
clerk, Alfred Matthews, the other amusing 
himself for awhile [sic – a while] by 
wandering bout the store and finally 
passing out unobserved.  The other fellow 
failed to make a purchase and soon 
followed his companion.  Some time [sic – 
Sometime] during the same day, the 

proprietor, Mr. Gordon, missed six pairs of 
pants, valued at $35, which were lying upon 
the counter at the time of the strangers’ 
visit.  It was subsequently learned that two 
men had offered pants for sale in 
Commonwealth, but they disappeared 
before a capture could be effected.  
Ascertaining that the two men had taken 
the railroad track in the direction of Iron 
Mountain, Mr. Gordon visited that place 
and reported the theft to the police officials 
there.  Two men, supposed to be the 
thieves, finally put in an appearance, 
offered pants for sale and them [sic – then] 
got drunk.  Under Sheriff Parmenter, who 
chanced to be in Iron Mountain at the time, 
made up his mind that these men were the 
New York Store thieves.  The officer came 
to Florence, procured a warrant, returned to 
Iron Mountain and arrested one of the 
thieves, the other escaping.  The arrested 
party, who gave the name of “John Smith,” 
wore a pair of stolen pants and had another 
pair in his possession when taken into 
custody.  He refused to come here without 
a requisition and was placed in the 
Menominee jail for safe keeping, pending 
the procurement of the papers.  Smith will 
be brought here early next week and 
arraigned on a charge of grand larceny. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 5 [Thursday, April 25, 1889], 
page 1, column 4 

 
THE inmates of the ranch across the 

river have been dispersed.  One had her 
fine paid by a man in Iron Mountain, two 
remain in the custody of the Florence 
officers because they can’t get anybody to 
pay their fines, and the other three have 
either gone to Hurley or Ironwood.  
Because the alarm was raised by a livery 
stable man belonging to Iron Mountain 
the Florence Mining News exclaims, “Oh, 
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yes; Iron Mountain people desired 
Bennett’s place exterminated!”  That is just 
about as sensible a piece of sarcasm as it 
would be to say that because Mina Mudge 
was in favor of her profession, therefore  all 
Florence, from the sheriff to the editor of 
our esteemed contemporary, favored the 
perpetuation of prostitution in their vicinity.  
Elsewhere we publish an interesting 
statement made by Mr. Bennett to THE 
RANGE.  Iron Mountain may chew it.  We 
shall make no other comment upon it that 
that it has surprised us. 

 
 The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 18 [Saturday, April 27, 1889], 
page 5, column 4 

 
“PEARL” GRAY, one of the soiled 

doves arrested last week near Iron 
Mountain, remains in durance vile at the 
Commonwealth jail.  Bennett, the alleged 
keeper of the ranch, writes to the Range 
denying that distinction.  He says Alice 
Bigelow is the keeper. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 18 [Saturday, April 27, 1889], 
page 8, column 2 

 

Drowned in the Menominee. 
 

Tom Hinch, the well-known pugilist of 
Milwaukee, was drowned in the 
Menominee River yesterday, three miles 
from Iron Mountain.  At the time he was on 
his way to Bennett’s ranch, on the 
Wisconsin border.  While being rowed 
across by an old man who is kept for that 
purpose, Hinch and his trainer started “to 
skylarking” in the boat, remarking[,] “Let’s 
throw the old man out and wash him.”  The 

boat was overturned and Hinch fought his 
last battle with the waves. 

Sheriff Parmenter, of this county, was 
capsized at about the same place while 
crossing the river in a boat on Thursday, 
and had a narrow escape from drowning. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 18 [?] [Saturday, April 27, 1889 
– or Saturday, May 11, 1889], page ___, 
column ___ 

 
[Mudge in Chicago] 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 24 [Saturday, June 8, 1889], 
page 1, column 6 

 

Mina Writes Editor Tuten a Letter. 
 

Iron Mountain Range:  Mina has been in 
the moral gutters of Iron Mountain, 
Florence and other places, where she has 
lived so long that we did not think her 
capable of the fastidiousness displayed 
below, even though the statement that she 
had added to the pollution of the moral 
gutters of Chicago should be an error.  If 
this wayward woman really intends to come 
back to Iron Mountain to engage in the 
same business she followed when a 
resident of this city before, we think she is 
contemplating a step that she will regret if 
she carries out her intention.  Mina does not 
appear to be anxious to reveal her present 
place of abode, it not being mentioned in 
the communication published below, but the 
envelope is postmarked Florence, 
Wisconsin: 

MR. EDITOR – Dear Sir:  A clipping 
from your most valuable paper has been 
sent to me, wherein I am accused of the 
most outrageous lies (I believe) ever 
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published.  I wish it distinctly understood 
that I am not in the moral gutters of 
Chicago, as you term it; furthermore the 
infamous lie – I have had a child.  Have not 
been near Chicago, and am not at present 
within many a hundred mile [sic] of the 
place; and again it is the first I knew I was 
banished from Iron Mountain or Florence.  
Am satisfied I can return to either place 
whenever I feel so disposed.  I have 
murdered no one, and more, I owe nothing.  
I intend to return, and, when I do, will not 
sneak back.  In regard to my father’s (Mr. 
Mudge) little episode that happened to him 
while in Chicago – the same is liable to 
happen to the best of men.  Am positive he 
paid for all he called for and did not ask for 
any assistance from any of the 
respectability of Iron Mountain or Florence.  
I am sorry that you editors or 
correspondents can find nothing else to do 
but razzle-dazzle a woman with your 
infamous lying trash.  Oh, Iron Mountain, 
Iron Mountain!  If you did not have an iron 
bottom you would sink, good, moral city.  
Respectfully.                 MINA MUDGE. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 32 [Saturday, August 3, 1889], 
page 5, columns 3-4 

 

MANGUS SALBERG’S STORY. 
_____ 

 
He Denies the Scandalous 

Charges Against Him – 
What He Says. 

 
The Iron Mountain Journal, in its last 

week’s issue, inadvertly [sic – 
inadvertently], perhaps, does a worthy 
young man, now a resident of Florence, a 
very grievous wrong.  The young man is 

Mangus Salberg, who was married in this 
city, only a few short weeks ago, to Miss 
Emma Johnson, a comely Swedish-
American girl.  The young couple went to 
housekeeping at Iron Mountain immediately 
after their marriage, the husband being 
employed in Sherrin’s tailor shop.  The 
couple, as subsequent events proved, were 
evidently mismated.  At any rate they 
quarreled [Need to copy the remainder of 
the story in column 4.] 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 35 [Saturday, August 25, 1889], 
page 8, column 1 

 

Raded [sic – Raided] the Ranches. 
 

Three disputable houses, kept by Mina 
Mudge, Jennie Gates and a woman known 
as “White Wings,” were “pulled” on Monday 
night by Constable Keyes, Deputies 
Kinnear, and Dana and George Parmenter, 
on warrants sworn out by Sheriff A.M. 
Parmenter.  Frankie Saxton, Sadie Melton 
and Belle Stevens, inmates of Mudge’s 
ranch, and Ida Netzel, an inmate of Jennie 
Gates’ joint, were each fined $10 and the 
costs by Justice Huff.  Sarah Johnson, alias 
“White Wings,” and husband were each 
taxed the same amounts by Justice 
Coleman. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 42 [Saturday, October 12, 
1889], page 5, column 2 

 

THE IRON MOUNTAIN 
DENS. 
_____ 
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Bennett’s Place Broken Up – 
Smith’s Ranch Raided – 

A Dozen Dens In That City. 
 

We are told that while Sheriff Parmenter 
has been busy rooting out the Bennett 
ranch opposite this city, a similar house has 
been allowed to start up near the iron 
bridge, and we hear some very ugly reports 
to the effect that these parties have bought 
immunity form official interference.  We 
don’t place full confidence in these reports, 
butr the house is there, is it not Sheriff 
Parmenter?  – [Range. 

Yes, the house is there, Bro. Tuten; but 
the inmates of the den are somewhat 
poorer in pocket than they were when you 
penned the above reflection on an honest 
Florence County official.  Ben smith’s place 
was raided by Constable Keyes and Sheriff 
Parmenter, Thursday morning, and four 
“lady boarders” were pulled, brought to 
Florence and fined, Minnie Warren, Louise 
Parker and Lou Gillispie each paying $10 
and the costs – good Iron Mountain money 
– into the county treasury.  The fourth 
member of the soiled dove quartette, 
Frankie Johnson, claimed to have been 
lured from her home, last June, to Bennett’s 
place and taken from there to the iron 
bridge ranch.  She appeared to hail the 
appearance of the officials with 
unspeakable joy.  Her fine was 
consequently remitted, on condition of her 
returning home and being a good girl in the 
future.  Unfortunately, Smith, the keeper of 
the ranch was in Iron Mountain at the time 
of the raid and thus escaped capture.  The 
fellow will be caught in the near future, 
providing he does not take the hint and 
return to his Michigan home.  Sheriff 
Parmenter says the complainant in the case 
against the parties named was no other 
than Albert Piciano, a notorious Italian who 
until recently was a sub-lessee of Bennett’s 

den, across the river from Iron Mountain.  It 
looks very much as though his action was 
the result of spite work.  The man himself is 
liable to a term in Waupan [sic –Waupun] 
for keeping a house of ill-fame. 

Thanks to Sheriff Parmenter’s zeal and 
faithfulness, Bennett’s place has ceased to 
exist for all time.  The sheriff made things 
so uncomfortably hot for that worthy that 
he, realizing the impossibility of again re-
opening the house for immoral purposes, 
has removed the furniture to unknown 
parts, and has sold the building to 
Alderman Pat O’Connell, who intends to 
tear it down and build a barn on his farm, 
near by [sic – nearby], with the lumber.  It is 
only a question of a very short time when 
Smith’s place will suffer a similar fate. 

The Iron Mountain press have [sic – 
has] howled themselves hoarse over the 
fact of the existence of the two dens 
indicated – both of which were on Florence 
County soil.  The MINING NEWS is 
informed that no less than twelve houses of 
prostitution are quietly flourishing in the 
moral (?) city of Iron Mountain.  At least one 
of the fathers of that place is said to be 
authority for the statement.  Now, 
gentlemen, go to work and clean out your 
own Augean stables. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 50 [Saturday, December 7, 
1889], page 5, column 2 

 

Law-Breakers Punished. 
 

Four houses of prostitution, kept by 
Frankie Saxton (Mudge’s), “white Wings,” 
Pete Bigelow and Nellie Graves, were 
raided by Sheriff Parmenter and Constable 
Keyes Thursday night.  Six female and four 
male inmates were arrested and taken 
before Judge Coleman for trial.  Eight of the 
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gang paid fines ranging from $4 to $10 
each and two of the men were discharged.  
Lewd women have become exceedingly 
bold about town of late, and this is the 
principal cause of the raid. 

An abandoned woman named Jennie 
McCall, hailing form Pike, Wis., made a 
public exhibition of herself by using foul and 
indecent language while perambulating the 
depot platform, yesterday afternoon, and 
was run in by Sheriff Parmenter.  The 
creature was booked for drunk and 
disorderly conduct and fined $5 and the 
costs.  She remained in jail until 7 o’clock 
last evening, when the fine and costs were 
paid by sympathizing local Cyprians. 

A man was taken into custody by the 
officers yesterday on suspicion of having 
stolen a coat from Frank Cris, last spring.  
The latter though satisfied that the coat 
worn by the suspected individual was his 
property, decided not to prosecute, and the 
prisoner was released and ordered to leave 
town forthwith. 

Two professional tramps were locked up 
by Constable Keyes, last evening.  The 
gentry are sawing wood for the officer to-
day [sic – today] in order to pay for their 
meals. 

 


