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AFRICAN AMERICANS 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 39 [Saturday, September 29, 
1883], page 5, column 1  

 

Stambaugh Stylographs. 
_____ 

 
[SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.] 

 
Several parties who delight in pugilistic 

sport, showed their ability last Saturday 
night.  It seemed to “be a free-for-all.[”]  A 
son or [sic – of] the Emerald Isle with a 
scientific pass, laid out a Norseman, who 
interfered in the sport off [sic – of] two 
others, who were practicing.  To make 
matters worse, the Swede’s poor wife 
fainted and fell on top of her prostrate lord, 
as if determined to hold him down.  Shortly 
after, a curly headed Frenchman, called 
“Frizzy,” immagined [sic – imagined] himself 
powerful enough to assault and beat one or 
two Norwegians.  On making the attempt 
he got laid out with a couple of “shanties” 
over his eyes.  He had to pay the cost of 
courting next day, which ended the matter.  
The melee was about the first in our village.  
We expect to be at peace now for some 
time.  During the excitement “nigger” 
Charley, of Florence, got hit with a rock 
and they say he got as white as a sheet, 
but next day when I saw him, he looked 
natural. 
 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume I, Number 33 
[Saturday, September 19, 1885], page 
1, column 4 

 

A Social Hop. 
 

Quite a party of young folks drove up 
from Norway to Quinnesec Wednesday 

evening and, with the young people of the 
latter place, indulged in a social hop.  
Everything passed off pleasantly, even to 
inviting the colored population of Norway 
to take a walk.  As reported to THE 
CURRENT, Polk, our very accommodating 
colored barber, filed an appearance at the 
hop.  This so incensed some of those 
present, especially the ladies, that a 
committee of one was appointed to inform 
him that his presence was not desired.  
Polk was accordingly invited to make 
himself scarce, which he did in great shape. 
 
Menominee Democrat, Menominee, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
1, Number 6 [Saturday, December 12, 
1885], page 5, column 4 
 

Circuit Court. 
 
A case in the circuit court that has 

attracted considerable attention this week is 
that of the negro Polk, of Norway, who 
was charged with assault with intent to 
murder Steve Nicholas of Iron Mountain, 
at the latter’s house on the night of Sept. 
25th.  Kruse & Flannigan appeared for the 
defense, W.H. Phillips for the people.  
From the testimony it appears that Polk 
with two colored women had gone to 
Nicholas’ house on the day mentioned.  
Polk went out and got a pail of beer, and 
Nicholas did likewise.  Then they had a 
high old time.  After a while Polk went and 
laid down on Nicholas’ bed who ordered 
him to get up and leave the house.  Hot 
words followed, and Nicholas threatened 
Polk with his gun on which a bayonet 
was fixed.  Then they had a tussle, and 
Polk gave Nicholas a cut on the side of 
his neck with a razor which nearly ended 
his life.  A hideous scar remains where the 
cut was made, and Nicholas has nearly 
lost the use of one arm through the 
severing of a large chord in his neck.  The 
jury was out all of Wednesday night and in 
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the morning brought in a verdict of “assault 
with intent to do great bodily injury, less 
than murder,” the penalty for which is from 
two to ten years in the penitentiary.  Polk is 
a negro who possesses more than the 
ordinary intelligence of his race.  He has 
been a barber at Norway for a number of 
years, and seems to have been pretty 
well liked.  Nicholas is a carpenter, 
although his appearance savors more of 
an “Indian medicine man.”  He served all 
through the late war as scout in the First 
Wisconsin Cavalry, and was a brave 
soldier. 

 
Menominee Democrat, Menominee, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
1, Number 7 [Saturday, December 19, 
1885], page 8, column 3 

 

Circuit Court. 
 

On Thursday circuit court adjourned for 
the last term of the year 1885.  This was an 
extraordinary term in the number and 
importance of the criminal cases tried.  The 
two principal cases were those of The 
People vs. Polk, and The People vs. John 
Mares, both cases being from Iron 
Mountain.  As stated last week Polk was 
convicted of assault, and on Wednesday 
afternoon was sentenced to hard labor 
in State’s prison for one year, the 
lightest sentence that could possibly be 
imposed.  Judge Grant said that he had 
several reasons for being so lenient.  The 
jury had recommended Polk to the mercy 
of the court, and although Judge Grant did 
not so intimate, yet it is generally known 
that the jury compromised on the verdict.  
Then, again, Judge Grant said that in all 
his legal experience he had never seen 
such interest manifested and faithful 
persistent efforts in behalf of a client, as 
shown by Attorneys Flannigan & Cook in 
behalf of Polk.  They tried hard for a new 
trial on the grounds that The People did not 

procure the women witnesses in time so 
that the defense could have the benefit of 
the cross examination.  The prosecuting 
attorney said the witnesses were brought 
here by an officer before the defense had 
closed their case, and that was the proper 
time to ask for their testimony.  The judge 
denied the motion, and if the case is not 
carried to the supreme court Polk will have 
to serve out the sentence. 
 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume III, Number 17 
[Saturday, May 28, 1887], page 1, 
column 4 

 

“Monkey Work.” 
 

A provoking and uncalled for insult was 
given to townsman Anton Odill Thursday 
evening, at the hands of the notorious 
“Prof.” James K. Polk (colored).  An 
exciting game of “freeze out” was 
occupying the attention of four good 
players, one of which was the professor 
himself, and their table was the centre [sic – 
center] attraction to quite a number of 
lookers-on.  Mr. Odill, the proprietor of the 
place, and the gentleman (?) of color had 
been jocosely calling each other by very 
proper and important names, when the 
word “monkey” proved too personal to the 
professor, who suddenly sprang upon Mr. 
Odill and knocked him down two or three 
times before any of the party could wake up 
to the fact that the atmosphere was getting 
“black” with anger.  Although there were 
present expounders (and pounders) of the 
law, no one prevented the “dark” from 
covering his retreat in good order.  Mr. 
Odill picked himself up, but not without 
feeling that he had been grossly insulted 
and abused, especially as he was the more 
unable to defend himself, having just 
recovered from a siege of sickness.  It is 
evident that Polk enjoys a little too much of 
the liberty of this free country, and it is quite 
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fortunate for him even now that this little 
fracas did not occur in “de land ob cotton [in 
the land of cotton].”  Reporter did not learn 
how the game ended, if indeed it is ended 
at all.  Many were frozen out, however, 
through the heat of the discussion. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 19 [Thursday, August 1, 
1889], page 1, column 3 

 

An Ungrateful Son. 
 

City Marshal Catlin received a 
telegram from Crystal Falls last Tuesday 
to arrest a young colored person on the 
train and hold him until his father should 
arrive on a later train.  Mr. Catlin 
captured a young descendant of Africa 
answering the description given in the 
telegram and lodged him in jail.  On the 
arrival of the father, who is the colored 
barber in Crystal Falls, it was learned 
that the young man had robbed his 
father of something over $160.  The 
young scoundrel returned to his father 
recently from Chicago, where he has spent 
several years as a bootblack, newsboy, 
etc., and the father offered to give the boy a 
good home, board and clothe him, and 
teach him the barber’s trade, if he would 
stay at home and behave himself.  The boy 
made the most faithful promises, and for a 
time conducted himself satisfactorily until a 
day or two ago, when his father being sick 
he left the house ostensibly to get 
something for him to eat.  The boy not 
returning, the father finally began to suspect 
that something was wrong, and arose and 
began to look about.  He first discovered 
that his clothes had been rifled of what 
money they contained and also the till in the 
shop, making a little over $160, and that the 
boy had skipped.  When the young thief 
was overhauled in this city only $40 was 
recovered.  The father refused to prosecute 

and the boy was released and told to skip 
and never show up here again. 

 
The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson 

County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole 

No. 624 [Friday, July 15, 1898], page 3, 

column 4 

 

BRUTAL ASSAULT. 

_____ 

 

On Egidio Alexander, the Court House 

Janitor. 

_____ 

 

Last night about 9 o’clock Egidio 
Alexander, janitor at the Court House, and 
Samuel Peterson, the well known [sic – 
well-known] tailor, were standing in front of 
the restaurant on Stephenson avenue, near 
B street, kept by colored people, engaged 
in conversation.  Two white men suddenly 
came from the restaurant and without 
provocation made a vicious assault upon 
them.  Peterson got away and went for the 
police, but Alexander was quite badly used 
up.  The men who made the assault got 
away, but Alexander thinks he knows who 
his assailant [sic – assailants] were, and 
warrants have been issued for their arrest.  
The police are looking for them.  Both Mr. 
Alexander and Mr. Peterson are inoffensive 
citizens and would do nothing to provoke 
such an assault upon them.  It is hoped that 
their assailants will be arrested. 

 
The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson 

County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole 
No. 715 [Tuesday, November 1, 1898], 
page 2, column 2 

 

ADDITIONAL CITY NEWS. 
_____ 
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Ella Briggs, and her friend, who ran the 
“Colored Folks’ Restaurant” on 
Stephenson avenue, left for Chicago last 
evening and will not come back. 
 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 8, 
Number 6 [Thursday, July 2, 1903], 
page 3, column 1 

 
Arthur Tays, the colored restaurant 

keeper[,] is receiving treatment for a jaw 
that has become so badly decayed as the 
result of an ulcerated tooth as to fall apart. 

 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 8, 
Number 11 [Thursday, August 6, 1903], 
page 4, column 3 

 
Arthur Tays, (colored) age 34, a well-

known character about the town, died 
Sunday of blood poisoning.  The remains 
were interred at Cemetery Park yesterday 
afternoon. 

 
 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 9, 
Number 28 [Thursday, December 1, 
1904], page 5, column 2 

 

HOLMES’ LANDING ITEMS. 
_____ 

 
Lorimer & Gallagher, the contractors 

who are building the Nathan extension of 
the Wisconsin & Michigan road, are 
rushing the work as fast as possible and 
now expect to finish operations in about two 
weeks.  The work is under the supervision 
of P.H. Kilboy [sic – Kilroy – ?], who is a 
hustler.  The bridge work is about finished 
and the structures will be ready for trains to 
run over in a week or ten days.  The crew 
of negroes employed on the bridges had 
some misunderstanding with the forman 

[sic – foreman] and left for Chicago, which 
resulted in a suspension of operations for 
several days.  A new crew of twenty-five 
men arrived last Sunday morning and work 
is now being rushed. 
 
The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 2, 
Number 163 [Tuesday, October 24, 
1922], page 2, column 3 

 

HIST!  PLENTY OF 
 ‘MOON’ THURSDAY 

_____ 
 

Musical Comedy Will Be 
Seen at the Colonial 

Theatre 
_____ 

 
A creole beauty chorus, the famous 

Blue Devil jazz orchestra and Billie King, 
comedian, are the outstanding features of 
“Moonshine,” a musical comedy that will be 
seen at the Colonial theatre Thursday 
evening. 

According to advance notices, 
“Moonshine” is one of the best of the lighter 
musical comedies now on the road.  It 
hasn’t any plot to speak of but there is 
sufficient for a lot of tom foolery and 
amusement.  The orchestra is composed of 
talented musicians. 

The show is out of the ordinary in 
that all the performers are colored and 
dancing and singing are second nature 
to these residents of the south.  The 
company enjoyed a long run in New York 
and Chicago and is at present making a 
tour of the upper peninsula. 
 
Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, _____ 
Year, Number _____ [Thursday, May 
15, 1924], page 1, column 5 
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XXXXXXXXXX 

_____ 
 

Tion of Blacks Does 
Not Appear 

_____ 
 

RECEIVED WARNING? 
_____ 

 
Dickson Exposed Scheme 

In Letter to Buffalo 
‘Pioneers’ 

_____ 

 
The first “official” delegation of 

colored colonists who, according to the 
advertisements of Smith, James and 
Russell, Chicago “agents” for lands in 
Wisconsin Heights, were scheduled to 
come today, failed to arrive as 
announced. 

There were to have been 150 “pioneers” 
in the group.  These were to enter 
Wisconsin Heights, pitch their tents and 
enter upon new lives, described by the 
Chicago men as being all that could be 
desired and then some. 

William Dickson, one of two victims 
who reached here Monday, expecting to 
find work at the Ford plant and who now is 
earning funds to return to his home at 
Buffalo by washing dishes at an Iron 
Mountain restaurant, stated he believed 
the delegation from Buffalo had been 
headed off by him.  He declared he had 
written a special delivery letter after his 
disillusionment and advised friends there 
against coming.  He said he believed this 
letter reached Buffalo soon enough to 
prevent the departure of some 50 families 
who were “picking up and getting ready to 
come on May 15.” 

Six colored men were reported to 
have arrived yesterday morning.  None 
could be located.  It is believed they left 
Iron Mountain as soon as they had 
discovered they had been victimized. 

No further information has been 
received from Chicago where federal 
postal authorities are examining all data 
obtained by The News, to determine 
whether the Chicago realtors can be 
prosecuted for fraudulent use of the mails. 

 
Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, _____ 
Year, Number _____ [Thursday, May 
22, 1924], page 3, columns 1-2 

 

SAYS HE BOUGHT 
 LOT IN HEIGHTS 

_____ 
 

Harrisburg Negro Would 
 Like to Get Money 
 Back From Smith 

_____ 
 

Humphrey Shelton, colored and a 
resident of Harrisburg, Ill., seeks justice. 

His faith in the widely heralded 
Wisconsin Heights negro colony has 
cost him $25.  Humphrey wants his money 
returned and wouldn’t object if William J. 
Smifh, negro president of the Chicago 
real estate firm of Smith, James & 
Russell, was prosecuted for using the 
mails to defraud.  Humphrey told his story 
in a letter he sent The News and which will 
be turned over to postal investigators 
assigned to the case. 

Smith’s real estate scheme has 
apparently collapsed.  The negro influx 
has failed to materialize, principally 
because of the wide publicity given to the 
fraud in connection with it and the fact that 
The News, which investigated and exposed 
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the plan, was able to broadcast the 
revelations in time to sound a warning and 
prevent an invasion of colored people. 

Wisconsin Heights today is just as 
barren and devoid of life as it was a year 
ago when Smith first began to dream of 
establishing the twin city to Iron Mountain.  
While some negroes may yet arrive to avail 
themselves of the opportunity offered by 
Smith to settle in a district having more 
than 30 factories that employ colored 
labor, they will be few and far between.  
The invasion has become an evasion. 

Warned By Oliver. 
In his letterto [sic – letter to] The News, 

Shelton declares he was told of the 
actual situation here by Robert Oliver, a 
negro who visited Iron Mountain to 
investigate and who furnished The News 
with an affidavit telling what he knew of 
the land sale scheme. 

“I had invested $25 in this supposed 
land sale and William J. Smith, one of the 
promoters of this project, sent me a plat of 
the ground,” Shelton declares.  “Then I 
picked out the block and lots I wanted and 
he sent me a contract for the land.  
Furthermore, I had made arrangements to 
borrow $3,000 to finish paying for me 
ground and build a house.  I have here in 
my possession five letters from him, the plat 
of the ground and the land contract, and I 
would certainly appreciate it if you would do 
what you can to get back the money I have 
invested in this deal.” 

Shelton declares that Oliver visited the 
editor of The Chicago Defender, which 
published Smith’s fraudulent advertising, 
and was told by him the paper had not 
carried the advertisements.  Copies of the 
paper, however, contain the 
advertisement, which told of Ford’s 
willingness and desire to employ negro 
labor here, especially in his chemical 
plant. 

 

Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 
_____, Number _____ [Tuesday, June 
24, 1924], page 1, column 3 

 

NEGRO HELD AS 
 THEFT SUSPECT 

_____ 
 

Three Diamonds Said To 
Have Been In His 

Possession 
_____ 

 
Ray Johnson, colored, about 26 years 

of age, is being held by police as a suspect 
in connection with the recent robbing of 
the home of H. Person, 920 Stockbridge 
avenue. 

Johnson admitted that three diamonds 
had been found in his possession.  He 
declared he “didn’t know how it happened I 
had them.  They must have been stuck in 
my pockets over at my roomin’ place.” 

Three diamonds were reported taken 
from the Person home.  Jewelry valued at 
nearly $1,500 was the total of the robber’s 
loot. 

The prisoner declared he had been in 
Iron Mountain for the last several months.  
He said he came here from Fond du Lac, 
Wis., last April. 

Johnson said he had been “drunk most 
of the time” for the last several days, adding 
that he had “lost my head completely.”  The 
prisoner denied he had been a party to the 
breaking into and robbing of the Person 
home. 

He did not deny that the jewels said to 
have been found in his possession might 
not be those reported stolen. 

“I don’t know where they come from or 
how I got them,” he asserted.  “Somebody 
at my roomin’ house must have stuck them 
into my pockets.” 
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Johnson said he lived “somewhere on 
B street.[“]  He was not sure of the street 
number, he said. 

 
Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, _____ 
Year, Number _____ [Wednesday, June 
25, 1924], page 1, column 5 

 

NEGRO WILL BE 
 GIVEN LIBERTY 

_____ 
 

Johnson Not Held As Per- 
son Theft Suspect, 

Says Chief 
_____ 

 
Chief of Police Pesavento today 

declared Ray Johnson, colored, was 
being held as a result of accusations made 
against him by a woman said to be known 
as Mrs. Ben Harrison, also colored. 

Johnson, it was said, was alleged by 
the woman to have stolen several articles of 
jewelry from her home.  It was indicated by 
the chief of police the prisoner would be 
released today.  Pesavento said the man 
was gassed during the World war and 
never has recovered from its effects.  He is 
said to have figured in several petty 
offenses here. 

A city official yesterday morning 
declared that Johnson was being held in 
connection with the recent burglary of the 
home of H. Person.  A reporter who 
interviewed the prisoner in his city jail cell 
was told by Johnson he had three 
diamonds in his possession when arrested.  
He said he did not know how he came into 
their possession.  He had been drunk, he 
said, for several days. 

The police said it was believed 
Johnson had taken the jewels and spent 
the money obtained by pawning them, for 

liquor.  It was denied that any jewels were 
found in his possession when he was 
arrested. 

No report of the incident had been 
made, up to noon today, to the prosecutor. 

Johnson had been held in jail since last 
Saturday. 

 
Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, _____ 
Year, Number _____ [Monday, August 
25, 1924], page 1, columns 1-2 

 

KU KLUX KLAN 
 INITIATES 150 
   MEMBERS HERE 

_____ 
 

At Least, That’s One Re- 
port Following Burn- 

ing of Cross 
_____ 

 
CITY “ORGANIZED?” 

_____ 
 

“Negro Settlement” 
Scheme Believed Re- 
sponsible for Activity 

_____ 
 
The Ku Klux Klan has come to Iron 

Mountain. 
It published the fact Saturday 

evening by burning at the top of Millie 
hill, otherwise known as Iron Mountain, 
a large cross, the fiery symbol being the 
emblem of its order.  This public act 
followed a ceremony at which it is 
claimed 150 candidates were initiated 
into the secrets of klanism.  The ritual, it 
was said, was carried out at a point about a 
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quarter of a mile east of the fiery cross in 
the woods on top of the hill. 

The cross was stationed at the 
southwest summit of the hill and faced in 
that direction.  It was about 15 feet high 
with a cross arm six feet long and had been 
wrapped with burlap and wire.  The burlap 
was soaked with oil so that it would burn 
more easily. 

Was Hurry Up Job. 
Shortly after 10:30 p.m. scores of 

persons noticed the blazing light at the top 
of the hill and the word was passed about 
that the klan had arrived.  A few of the more 
adventurous drove to the top of Ludington 
street and climbed the hill to examine the 
cross, which they found to be a spruce tree 
stripped of its branches and implanted into 
the ground to hold it firmly.  A heavy rope 
an inch and a half in diameter and which 
presumably had been used to drag the 
cross to the spot had been left at the scene, 
indicating that the job had been hurriedly 
done and a quick get-away was found 
necessary. 

After burning for a few minutes the cross 
arm fell from the tree and destroyed the 
effect of the symbol.  The light could be 
seen on the hill, however, for more than an 
hour before it finally died out. 

800 Members Here? 
A well known Iron Mountain business 

man [sic – businessman], in conversation 
with a representative of The News today, 
virtually admitted that he was a 
klansman and declared that organization 
work had been going on here since last 
spring, following the expose of a big real 
estate scheme to import hundreds of 
negroes into the district.  This business 
man [sic – businessman] refused to have 
his identity revealed but asserted that the 
klan membership here was now about 
800, including the class initiated Saturday 
evening. 

Preparations for the ceremony were 
carried out quietly and no one was aware 

that it was going on.  According to The 
News’ informant, the klansmen were attired 
in their full regalia of white robes and 
conical hoods. 

Reports that the klan was organizing 
here were first circulated some time ago, 
but were not given much credence.  It was 
believed that there were quite a few 
klansmen here but that they were 
newcomers who had joined in other cities. 

Ford Employe Organizer? 
It was said today, however, that for 

some time an employe [sic – employee] 
of the Ford plant has been the moving 
spirit in organization work here and that 
the local kloncillum [sic] is now 
completed.  It is also believed that the 
heavy rope left by the fiery cross was 
removed from the property of the Ford 
plant. 

Causes Stir. 
The burning of the cross caused 

considerable stir in the city and gave rise to 
a large number of conflicting reports.  Last 
night, it was said, another meeting was held 
on Millie hill and several white robed 
figures were seen descending to the 
northern slope but investigation revealed 
that as far as could be determined a group 
of boys were attempting to re-light the cross 
while one or two were running about with 
shirts over their heads in imitation of the 
klan’s dress. 

One klansman denied that a meeting 
was held last night but spoke, with 
reservations, of the gathering the night 
before.  In another quarter it was declared 
meetings have been frequently held for 
three or four months. 

While it is asserted that the klan’s 
strength here is 800, it was said this 
morning that a klansman two weeks ago 
declared the local membership was only 
75.  It is thought that the burning of the 
cross was intended to add impetus to the 
growth of the organization here. 

Chief Topic of Conversation. 
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All other topics of conversation were lost 
sight of here today.  The klan was being 
discussed on every hand and speculation 
was rife as to its membership.  Its chief 
strength, it was said, is among Ford 
employes [sic – employees]. 

The burning cross was visible from 
many sections of the downtown district but 
those who ventured to the top of the hill 
saw no white robed figures.  It was declared 
that after the initiation sufficient time was 
allowed for the klansmen to take off their 
robes and disperse before the torch was 
applied to the cross.  A few minutes before 
the cross was ignited “scouts” were sent out 
to investigate and see if the coast was 
clear.  One of these, it was said, disturbed 
two persons who were sitting in an 
automobile parked near the Hulst school.  
The scout tapped on the glass in the back 
of the curtain of the car as a signal for the 
occupants to leave and then he crawled 
away in the grass. 

 
Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, _____ 
Year, Number _____ [Friday, December 
26, 1924], page ___, column ___ 

 

Cross Blazes As 
 Church Goers Pass 

_____ 
 

While worshippers were on their way 
to midnight church services Christmas 
eve a fiery cross, emblem of the Ku Klux 
Klan, was ignited at the St. Paul depot 
park.  The cross was seen by few persons, 
however, for shortly after it began blazing a 
party of persons in a car drove over it and 
knocked it down. 

 
Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5, 
Number 26 [Monday, May 11, 1925], 
page 2, column 3 

 

Klansmen In Robes 
 Burn Cross at Hall 

_____ 
 

Six robed Klansmen accompanied by 
about 18 other men, also supposedly 
Klansmen, burned a fiery cross in the 
cleared land back of the new Nightingale 
dance hall on Saturday evening.  The 
flames attracted some attention but the 
Klansmen soon disappeared. 

 
 

Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5, 
Number 35 [Thursday, May 21, 1925], 
page 6, column 3 

 

Negro Is Being 
 Held As Suspect 

_____ 

 
A negro answering the description of 

William Moss, escaped convict from the 
Saline Road Camp at Kalamazoo, was 
picked up by Sheriff Cleveland this 
morning.  The man was employed in the 
city as a bootblack and will be held until 
proper identification can be made. 

According to word received from 
Kalamazoo, Moss has been missing for 
about six or seven months and Sheriff 
Cleveland was ordered to take into custody 
anyone answering the description until 
confirmation can be received from the 
United States marshal’s office. 

 
BELGIANS 

 
CANADIANS/ 

FRENCH CANADIANS 
 

Iron Mountain Central Historic District 
Application 2013 – Part III.  Ethnic 

Heritage – French-Canadians 
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by Robert O. Christensen 

National Register Coordinator 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Lansing, Michigan 

 

Iron Mountain’s early settlers also 
included many French-Canadians, and the 
Central Historic District contains several 
buildings associated with that community, 
including the city’s pre-eminent French-
Canadian landmark. In the second half of 
the nineteenth century Quebec experienced 
a rapidly growing rural population, with 
much of it reduced to subsistence 
agriculture or to working on the larger 
commercial farms that were gradually 
driving out smaller farmers. Some of the 
displaced small farmers became wage-
earners in Quebec’s cities, particularly 
Montreal, whose industrial economy 
boomed during these years, or became 
homesteaders in the Canadian West, but 
during the second half of the nineteenth 
century a larger number elected to move 
south of the border. The migration from 
rural Quebec to the United States continued 
well into the twentieth century, rising to an 
all-time peak in 1923 before rapidly 
declining in the next few years. The textile 
mill cities and towns of New England 
acquired the largest part of this French-
Canadian immigration, with the Quebec-
born population in the New England states 
rising from 103,500 in 1870 to 573,000 in 
1900. 

But next to New England the Midwest 
became the leading destination for French-
Canadians. In 1900 the Midwest contained 
one-quarter of the total population of 
Quebec-born American transplants. In the 
1906-30 period, out of nearly three million 
French-Canadians who immigrated to the 
United States, nearly three-quarters settled 
in New England, but another 361,000 
French-Canadians, nine percent of the total 
French-Canadian immigration, came to 
Michigan. In the later nineteenth century the 

largest concentrations of French-Canadians 
were to be found in the Saginaw Valley 
because of the sawmills and in the 
Keweenaw Peninsula because of the 
copper mines, but the western Upper 
Peninsula’s iron mining communities also 
attracted large French-Canadian 
populations. The heyday for French-
Canadian settlement in the Iron Ranges 
ended by the very early twentieth century. 
In the early twentieth century Detroit and 
Sault Ste. Marie became the leading 
Michigan destinations for French-Canadian 
immigrants (Ramirez, 15-20, 50, 72-75). 

Born from Iron states that French-
Canadians began to settle in Iron Mountain 
as soon as mining began and that the West 
Side generally west of Carpenter from 
Ludington Street on the north down to 
about B Street on the south soon became 
the center of their community. Many of the 
earliest French-Canadians worked for the 
mining companies, typically handling 
above-ground jobs rather than the 
underground mining. But from the first 
some of the French-Canadians engaged in 
business. Mrs. A. D. Stiles’ 1914 Iron 
Mountain history states that “Charles E. 
Parent, Sr., should have the credit of 
having been the first general merchant in 
the town, as he came here in November of 
1879, bringing a stock of general 
merchandise and commenced business in 
a tent. … He soon had a building in 
readiness located on Stephenson Avenue, 
between Ludington and Brown Streets.” 
Parent’s building is gone, but other 
buildings in the district survive to reflect the 
historic French-Canadian presence. 
Although Born from Iron identifies the area 
west of Carpenter Street as the center of 
the community’s residential area, A and 
Hughitt just to the east between 
Stephenson and Carpenter also contained 
the homes of a number of early French-
Canadian residents. While most of the early 
wooden buildings in this area have been 
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demolished over the years, the short row of 
early houses that remains standing on the 
north side of the 100 block of West A 
includes two occupied by French-Canadian 
families in their early days:  

 110 – residence of Albert St. Arnauld, 
laborer, miner, and teamster over the 
years, and other family members til the 
late 1920s or early 1930s and then 
members of the La Vasseur family at 
least into the 1940s. 

 116 – residence of Adolph St. Arnauld, 
proprietor of a saloon at 216 W. Hughitt, 
and Claire Vallette, a sawmill worker, 
as of 1892. 
Like the Italians, French-Canadians also 

operated a number of saloons in the 
downtown area, particularly in the city’s 
early days. The wooden falsefront building 
at 200 W. Hughitt appears to be the only 
survivor among early buildings that housed 
French-Canadian-owned saloons. This 
housed the Edward E. St. Arnauld saloon 
from the early 1890s or before to sometime 
after 1907. 

Several downtown buildings housed 
important businesses associated with 
members of the French-Canadian 
community: 

 309-11 Stephenson. This building 
housed Fugere’s clothing and shoe 
store for about fifty years. The Fugeres 
were one of the early French-Canadian 
families in Iron Mountain, coming from 
St. Genevieve, Quebec, to Quinnesec in 
1878 and then soon after to Iron 
Mountain’s North Side. Brothers Gilbert 
P. (“Gilly”) and Frank X. Fugere 
established the store in 1913. It 
remained in operation at the 309-11 
location until about 1962. Fugere’s 
moved to 323 Stephenson about 1962 
and remained in business until the late 
1980s (Turk and LaFave, 147, in Dulan).  

 100-102 West A. The brick Payant 
Building was built c. 1922 for Joseph 
A. Payant’s undertaking establishment 

and also J. A. Payant & Co., a real 
estate and insurance firm. The funeral 
home, bought out by J. Robert Rochon 
in 1950, occupied this building until 
1954, and J. A. Payant & Co. for several 
more years. 

 DeGayner Building, 600-608 
Carpenter. One of the tenants of the 
building after its 1931 renovation to a 
one-story four-store building was 
Romeo Rocheleau’s Home Bakery, 
which operated here from 1932 to 1964.  
Rocheleau’s specialty was Cornish 
pasties. A food item first brought to the 
area by the early Cornish miners, it 
became popular with tourists, and 
Rocheleau reportedly sold 4-5,000 
pasties a week during the summer 
months, using a roadside stand along 
US-2 and two busses converted to 
mobile concession stands for sales at 
fairs and other events (bio by Wm. 
Rocheleau in Born from Iron, 132). 
  
St. Joseph (now St. Mary and St. 

Joseph) Catholic Church 
Iron Mountain’s primary French-

Canadian monument is St. Joseph (now St. 
Mary and St. Joseph) Catholic Church, 
whose parish complex stands inside the 
district’s west edge. Although completed 
and occupied since the late 1930s as the 
home of a multi-ethnic parish, the church 
stands on the site occupied by a 
succession of French-Canadian Catholic 
churches and was planned and its 
construction carried out as a French-
Canadian project – even the architect being 
of French-Canadian heritage.  

Iron Mountain Catholics formed a part of 
St. Mary’s Parish in Quinnesec, a few miles 
to the east, when that parish was 
established in October 1883, but the parish 
was founded just as Quinnesec’s early 
mines ran out and as Iron Mountain’s were 
booming; within two months two-thirds of 
the congregation had moved the couple 



DICKINSON COUNTY HISTORY - ETHNIC GROUPS 

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings] 

 

12 

miles over to Iron Mountain. A St. Mary’s 
Church was built in Iron Mountain in 1883-
84 and, when the building was completed, 
Fr. Melchior Faust, the pastor at 
Quinnesec, moved to Iron Mountain. In 
1889 Immaculate Conception, an Italian 
parish, was founded, and a church for it 
was soon built on the North Side. 

In 1890 the first St. Mary’s Church 
burned. Soon after, the French-Canadian 
part of the St. Mary Parish was separated 
from St. Mary’s and formed into a new St. 
Joseph Parish. The remaining non-Italian 
Catholic population, including Irish, 
Slovenians, Germans, Poles, and other 
nationalities, built their own brick, Gothic St. 
Mary Church nearby. Under Fr. Honoratus 
Bourion and several successors the 
French-Canadians built a brick, 
Romanesque St. Joseph Church in the old 
location beginning in 1893 and, finally 
nearly complete, dedicated it June 1, 1899 
(Rezek, II, 337-44; Johnson, 191-93). A 
large certificate that, containing an 
illustration of the new church, was 
apparently prepared to present to those 
who contributed to the new building, listed 
as benefactors not only a long list of local 
French-Canadians but also numerous local 
Ste. Jean de Baptiste societies from 
Michigan to New England. 

Wind-driven burning debris from a 
garage fire four blocks away set St. Joseph 
Church’s wood shingle roof ablaze on April 
16, 1930, and the brick veneer wooden 
structure was entirely destroyed. The 
economic hard times and the question of 
whether to rebuild at the old site, so close 
to another Catholic church, St. Mary’s, or at 
some other location, resulted in inaction. 
Services were held in the nearby Bijou 
Theater, which stood on part of the site 
where Iron Mountain Recreation Lanes, 100 
W. Ludington, stands. 

Fr. Joseph H. Dufort, who arrived in 
May 1931, began by conducting a parish-
wide canvas that established strong support 

for rebuilding at the old site. Plans for a new 
church were obtained from Menominee 
architect Derrick Hubert. Hubert, 
seemingly the leading architect in the 
western Upper Peninsula at the time, may 
have been a logical choice to design a 
church for the Upper Peninsula’s second 
largest Catholic congregation – but the fact 
that he was French-Canadian (born in 
Kankakee, Illinois, the center of a large 
French-Canadian area, of parents from 
Quebec) may well have contributed to his 
chances. Fr. Dufort likely selected Hubert, 
perhaps after seeing other Catholic 
churches the architect designed, including 
St. John the Baptist in Menominee. 

Under Fr. Dufort’s direction volunteers 
began clearing the remaining debris of the 
old church in August. The foundations of 
the new building, built mostly using rubble 
stone from the old church, were completed 
in November 1931. A News story on the 
progress of the work noted Fr. Dufort’s own 
program of providing relief for unemployed 
parishioners by utilizing them as much as 
possible, with two groups each working one 
week and off the next – the article reported 
sixty-seven at work one week and forty-
eight the day before the reporter visited. 

The cornerstone, a granite block 
donated by Iron Mountain granite works 
proprietor and stonecarver/artist August 
Paveglio, was placed December 6, 1931, 
with Rt. Rev. Msgr. Raymond Jacques of 
Escanaba, former pastor of St. Joseph, 
officiating. The first masses in the new 
building were celebrated in September 
1932, but with the interior unfinished.  The 
seats were the ones from the Bijou and 
they rested on a bare concrete floor. 

In 1938 the St. Mary Church also 
burned.  In the wake of this new disaster 
discussions concerning a merger of the two 
parishes began. Members of the two 
parishes began worshipping together in the 
unfinished St. Joseph in 1940. The 
completion of the interior, delayed for years 
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by the indebtedness for the work done in 
the early 1930s, was made possible by the 
addition of the members from St. Mary. In 
1940 the interior was completed. Formal 
action to establish a single St. Mary and St. 
Joseph Parish took place in 1942. 

Early in 2003 this church, too, suffered 
its own severe fire disaster, with much of 
the interior destroyed, but some interior 
features, including the stained glass, were 
not lost, and the building was refurbished 
and remains in use today.  

 
CHINESE/ORIENTALS 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 8 [Thursday, May 16, 1889], 
page 1, column 2 

 
A BESSEMER wag soaked a shirt collar 

in a solution of nitric and sulphuric [sic – 
sulfuric] acid, and then sent it to Sing Lee 
[sic – Kee] to be washed.  The Celestial 
[sic – Chinese; Oriental person] found no 
difficulty in washing it, but when he 
attempted to iron it, there was an explosion, 
and the collar was reduced to atoms – “it 
bloke allee pieces [sic – it broke all to 
pieces].”  Funny fellows up there in 
Bessemer.  

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 11 [Thursday, June 6, 
1889), page 1, column 2 

 

THE CITY. 
 

Sing Kee, Iron Mountain’s almond-
eyed shirt manipulator, has been 
endeavoring to purchase the outfit and 
good will of Miller Bros.’ steam laundry, at 
Florence. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 

XI, Number 13 [Thursday, June 20, 
1889), page 1, column 2 

 

THE CITY. 
 

IRON MOUNTAIN can now boast of a 
Chinese steam laundry – the only one of 
its kind in this part of the country.  The 
fixtures have just been put in by Sing Kee, 
the Hughitt street washee-washee. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 47 [Saturday, November 16, 
1889], page 1, column 6 

 
KYE HING, a Chinese laundryman, 

was found dead in his bed at Iron 
Mountain.  The deceased Celestial was a 
relative of Florence’s Chinese “washee 
washee.” 

 
The Current, Norway, Dickinson County, 

Michigan, Volume VII, Number 28 
[Saturday, August 15, 1891], page 1, 
column 5 

 

$8.55 for a Clean Shirt. 
 

 The courts in the city of Iron 
Mountain, were glutted with business this 
week, growing out of the attempt made by a 
certain class of its citizens, to prohibit all 
manner of work on Sunday.  Some 200 
names were marked for arrest and a large 
number of arrests were made.  But one trial 
was had, being that of Charles Wong, a 
chinese [sic – Chinese] laundry 
operator, who was charged with the 
heinous offense of delivering a clean 
shirt to some clean-shirtless individual, 
so that the latter might in decent attire, 
attend divine worship.  The trial resulted 
in a conviction of the heathen and he was 
fined $8.55.  All good citizens sympathize 
with a legitimate and honest purpose to 
prevent needless desecration of Sunday, 
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but the act complained of should be such 
as is directly calculated to disturb the 
peaceful, or give scandal, and when the 
promoters of such a crusade take notice of 
trifles, the end sought to be attained, is by 
themselves defeated.  The charge against 
Charles Wong was on a par with charges 
made against nine-tenths of the alleged 
desecrators, and his prosecution for such 
an act, even if it was technically a violation 
of the law on the subject, was entirely 
barren of good result.  If the act for which 
Wong was fined was wrongful, so it is 
wrongful for the house servant to go to the 
clean shirt receptical on Sunday morning, 
and carry therefrom to the hands of any 
member of the family an article for Sunday 
wear.  The gentleman who made these 
complaints put on clean shirts Saturday 
night or went without all day Sunday or 
otherwise some member of the family 
committed a breach of the Sunday law and 
like Charlie Wong, should pay $8.55.  Give 
the celestial back his money gentlemen 
and go gunning for larger game.  Larger 
game abounds at Iron Mountain and for that 
matter, so it does here. 
 
The Range-Tribune, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 
XV, Number 6 [Thursday, May 11, 
1893], page 8, column 5 

 
Pang Wing and Sam Gee, Iron 

Mountain’s two Chinamen, journeyed to 
Ishpeming last week for the purpose of 
registering their names and filing the 
necessary documents as required by the 
Geary law, which goes into effect to-
morrow [sic – tomorrow]. 

 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 1, 
Number 5 [Thursday, June 25, 1896], 
page 8, column 4 

 

While Youp Lee, the Norway laundry 
man, was ironing, two men entered his 
place of business, holding him in 
conversation while a third person effected 
an entrance through the side window and 
looted the the [sic] Chinaman’s trunk.  The 
thief secured money, a watch and two 
boxes of cigars.  It is believed that a few 
hundred dollars was the booty. 

 
The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson 

County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole 

No. 595 [Saturday, June 11, 1898], 

page 3, column 2 

 

CITY NEWS ITEMS. 

_____ 

 

The original Charles Wong, a Chinese 
laundryman, has opened a new laundry 
next door to the opera house.  He used to 
have a laundry here about eight years ago, 
but went to the copper country.  He has a 
good reputation as a laundryman and a 
great many of his former customers are 
glad to see him return to this city. 

 

CORNISH/ENGLISH 
 

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 2 [Thursday, April 4, 1889], 
page 4, columns 3-4 

 

A Cannibal in Civilization. 
_____ 

 
On the table in the court room of 

Justice Bergeron to-day [sic – today] there 
is a bottle holding something that looks like 
the section of a peach floating in spirits.  
Sitting a few feet from it, and gazing at it 
intently, there is a man with the lower part 
of his face swathed in white bandages.  The 
thing that looks like the section of a peach 
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is a human lower lip, and the man with the 
bandaged face sitting looking at it is Harry 
Sampson, to whom it once belonged.  On 
Monday evening a Cornishman named 
Wm. J. Daw, who has gained a good deal 
of previous disgraceful notoriety in Iron 
Mountain, went into Tom Buzzo’s saloon, 
with the obvious intention of making a 
disturbance over something that had 
occurred between his brother-in-law, a man 
named Saunders, and Buzzo, some time 
ago.  First of all Daw pitched on to a little 
fellow and was going to lick him.  Then he 
followed Harry Sampson out to the back 
yard, threw his arms around his neck as if 
he were going to embrace him, and, 
deliberately devoured Sampson’s face, 
finally succeeding in biting off the under lip.  
Though dreadfully mutilated, Sampson 
went in search of the officers, and raised a 
sensation in the city hall when he appeared 
there and made his story known.  Officers 
O’Hara and Martin went in search of Daw, 
whom they found at home, and arrested 
him.  Justice Bergeron held the cannibal in 
$1,000 bonds, and as there is not a 
Cornishman in town that is not ashamed of 
him, Daw could get no one to go his bail, 
and he had to go to jail, where he has 
remained since Monday night.  To-day [sic 
– Today] his trial takes place before Justice 
Bergeron, Prosecuting Attorney Cook 
representing the people.  The courtroom is 
crowded. 

 
DANES 

 
FINNS 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 3 [Thursday, April 11, 1889], 
page 1, column 3 

 
A SHOCKING sensation was produced 

yesterday afternoon on those persons who 

saw a couple of drunken Finns driving 
through main street, having under the 
runner of their cutter a child they had run 
down.  The child was caught in the neck 
and shoulders, and the road being slippery 
it was dragged along instead of the sleigh 
running over it.  The persons who saw it 
yelled at the Finns to stop, at the same time 
pointing to the child.  The Finns, however, 
were too drunk to notice anything or too 
cussed to pay any attention to them.  John 
Tobin happened to be passing along the 
street at that time, and as soon as he saw 
the child he sprang promptly into the street 
and catching the horse by the bridle, 
stopped it, while the child was released by 
others.  Tobin held the horses until Marshal 
Schroeder came up, who, with his usual 
pomposity, told the Finns to drive their 
horse up to a post near the sidewalk, as he 
was going to arrest them.  The Finns drove 
on, and getting away from the marshal for a 
little distance, they put their horse to a 
gallop and got away.  The child was the 6-
year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Miller.  
It is severely injured and may not recover. – 
Isler in the Mining Journal. [Marquette 
Mining Journal] 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 7 [Thursday, May 9, 1889], 
page 4, column 5 

 
 A LIVELY combat took place in a 
caboose on the M.N. railroad, at a station 
not far from this city last Tuesday.  There 
was a crowd of drunken Finlanders on 
board the train, and as the conductor and 
train men were busy handling freight, the 
Finns amused themselves by knocking 
each other out of time.  Knives were drawn 
but not brought in use.  One of the men 
received a severe blow on the head with a 
stove poker, cutting an ugly gash above the 
ear. 
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Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 9, 
Number 31 [Thursday, December 22, 
1904], page 1, column 2 

 

STABBING AFFRAY IN BREEN. 
_____ 

 
Axel Jacobson, the Victim, is Very  

Low and May Die. 
 
Joseph Pallar, a resident of the 

township of Breen[,] is in the county jail and 
the chances are strong that, when 
arraigned in court, he will be confronted 
with the charge of murder. 

The victim of the imprisoned man is 
Axel Jacobson, who, at this writing, is 
considered to have about half a chance in a 
thousand of recovering. 

The instrument employed in 
committing the crime was a large 
hunting knife and a jug of poor whisky 
was the starting point. 

Pallar and Jacobson are Finlanders.  
With their families, they live on a farm a 
short distance from Foster City, occupying 
the same house.  The Pallar family occupy 
[sic – occupies] the down-stairs [sic – 
downstairs] apartments and the Jacobsons 
live up-stairs [sic – upstairs]. 

The cutting affray occurred last 
Saturday night.  Pallar was entertaining a 
number of friends.  The jug of whisky was 
the center of attraction.  The guests 
imbibed freely and became noisy.  
Jacobson objected to the boisterousness.  
He invited the guests to leave, and, we 
understand, threatened to enforce his 
commands. 

Jacobson had a rifle in his hands at the 
time.  Pallar objected to Jacobson’s 
interference and intrusion.  Pallar attempted 
to reject [sic – eject] Jacobson from the 
apartments.  Jacobson made no attempt to 
use the gun.  When attacked by Pallar, he 

used the gun to keep the latter from 
catching hold of him, holding it in a 
horizontal position. 

Pallar succeeded in clinching Jacobson, 
however, and the two men fell to the floor.  
Jacobson, who is a large, powerful man, 
much the stronger of the two, landed on top 
of Pallar. 

While in this position, Pallar used the 
knife.  Jacobson was stabbed in the 
abdomen.  The knife, a long, slender one, 
was used but once.  Several of the 
intestines were severed.  At this writing, 
Jacobson is very low and cannot recover.  
The wound was dressed by Drs. Dockery 
and Moll. 

Pallar was arrested by Orrin C. Morse, 
deputy sheriff, and was brought to the 
county jail last Tuesday. 

Yesterday, Prosecuting Attorney 
Cook and Sheriff Cudlip visited the scene 
of the crime, secured the statement of 
Jacobson and others present, and the facts 
are as recorded above. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 9, 
Number 32 [Thursday, December 29, 
1904], page 1, column 6 

 

Still Living. 
 
Axel Jacobson, who was stabbed in an 

affray near Foster City, as noted in the last 
issue of The Press, was still alive according 
to the latest information.  He is very low, 
however, and the doctors give but little 
hopes of his recovery. 

 
FRENCH 

 
GERMANS 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15, 



DICKINSON COUNTY HISTORY - ETHNIC GROUPS 

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings] 

 

17 

Number 11 [Thursday, August 4, 1910], 
page 1, column 2 

 

Sons of Hermann to Meet. 
 
Escanaba is to be the “convention city” 

of the Sons of Hermann for the state of 
Michigan to-day [sic – today], Friday and 
Saturday, and delegates from all parts of 
the state will flock into that city to take part 
in the deliberations of the body.  Outside of 
the several business sessions, there will be 
held many things of a social nature and 
excursions, by boat or trolley, will form 
some of the diversions.  The Escanaba 
lodge members are already hard at work 
making plans for the entertainment of these 
visitors and long before they arrive 
everything will be ready for their 
entertainment.  The delegates from the Iron 
Mountain lodge are Theodore Firme and 
Jos. Tirschell.  Louis Arnold and Christ 
Grossbusch, who are officers of the grand 
lodge, will be in attendance at the sessions, 
and other Iron Mountain members may be 
present. 

 
The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5, 
Number 214 [Monday, December 21, 
1925], page 8, column 1 

 

LARGEST MAN IN 
 PENINSULA DIES 
  AT FOSTER CITY 

_____ 
 

Ernest Struebing Suc- 
cumbs; Weight Was 

570 Pounds 
_____ 

 
Ernest G. Struebing, aged 56 years, 

weighing 570 pounds and declared to have 

been the biggest man in the upper 
peninsula of Michigan if not in the state, has 
passed away at his home in Foster City, 
following an illness of about a year.  
Complications resulting from his excessive 
weight are said to have caused his death. 

Death occurred at Streubing’s farm 
home.  The casket which will bear him to 
his grave tomorrow is seven feet in length, 
38 inches wide and 34 inches high and will 
be borne by eight pallbearers. 

Streubing was born in Germany, 
October 22, 1869.  He came to America 35 
years ago and has lived in Foster City for 
30 years.  For the past several years he 
conducted a farm in that community and 
recently installed an oil station in front of his 
home.  He was also employed by the von 
Platen Fox Lumber company some time 
ago as a camp foreman, and worked for a 
time for the Morgan Lumber and Cedar 
company. 

The deceased is survived by his widow 
and 10 children.  They are Fred, Ernest 
and William, of Iron Mountain; Ruth, 
Lester, Clarence and Robert, of Foster 
City; Mrs. H. Knutson, of Sturgeon Bay, 
Wis., and Mrs. Arthur Plant, of Iron 
Mountain. 

The funeral will be held tomorrow 
afternoon at 1 o’clock from the farm home 
the Rev. John Eckstrom officiating. 

 
HISPANICS 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 14 [Thursday, June 27, 
1889), page 1, column 4 

 

Nabbed the Wrong Man. 
 

Fred Chilla found himself ninus [sic – 
minus] some valuables last Thursday, and 
as a countryman named Baniamino 
Cortez had left the city for Milwaukee a 
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few hours before, jumped to the conclusion 
that he was the thief.  He accordingly swore 
out a warrant for his arrest and instructions 
were wired the Milwaukee police to arrest 
and hold Cortez as soon as he arrived in 
the city.  Deputy Sheriff O’Hara went to 
Milwaukee Friday and returned with the 
prisoner, but when taken before Justice 
Bergeron last Monday for examination no 
evidence was produced to warrant his 
being bound over to the circuit court and he 
was consequently discharged.  In fact it 
was shown that Cortez had left the city 
before the robbery was committed. 

 
HUNGARIANS 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 25 [Thursday, September 
12, 1889], page 1, column 4 

 

A Hungarian Widding [sic – 
Wedding] with itsMurderous 

Accompaniment. 
 

A Hungarian wedding is too often a 
serious affair in its after consequences.  
Two years ago such an affair was 
followed by a cold blooded murder, the 
perpetrator of the crime escaping his 
richly deserved punishment.  That the 
wedding at “25” [25 Location on Iron 
Mountain’s West Side] last Sunday evening 
did not also result in murder is more a piece 
of good fortune than that [sic – the] lack of 
intent.  After the wedding the usual 
drunken revelry occurred, during which 
a row was started, and as we hear the 
story, Michael Martin received a pretty 
severe pounding at the hands of several 
of the invited guests who were 
maddened by drink.  Martin fled to the 
house of Michael Ehnet, where he 
boarded, and got a revolver and 
returned and fired into the wedding 

party, wounding Joseph Varaga in the 
hand.  He then loaned his revolver to 
Ehnet, who did not dare to leave the house 
unarmed, which was the cause of Ehnet as 
well as Martin being arrested as one of the 
assaulting party and lodged in the city jail.  
Ehnet charges Martin with the assault and 
Martin charges Ehnet with the assault, and 
in the conflicting reports going about it is 
impossible to arrive at the exact state of 
affairs.  The examination will be had today 
or tomorrow, when probably the correct 
story will be brought out. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 26 [Thursday, September 
19, 1889], page 5, column 2 

 

Bergeron’s Court. 
 

 Michael Martin, who was arrested a 
week ago Sunday for assault with intent to 
do great bodily harm, having discharged 
a revolver into a crowd of Hungarians at 
the Ludington location and wounded 
one man in the hand, had his examination 
in Justice Bergeron’s court last Friday and 
was bound over to the circuit court.  Ihnet, 
who was also arrested on the charge of 
being implicated in the same affair, was 
discharged, there being no evidence 
produced that he was guilty of shooting. 

 
ITALIANS 
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Nearly six million people from the area 
now encompassed by the nation of Italy 
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have migrated to the United States since 
records were kept, the vast majority after 
1880. This post-1880 migration was a mass 
movement of peasants and poor workers 
from all parts of Italy, but especially 
southern Italy, encouraged to migrate both 
by the abundant job opportunities here and 
the lack of opportunity at home. Although 
most typically agricultural workers at home, 
the men commonly found jobs in heavy 
industry in America. Although the vast 
majority of Italians came to and remained in 
the industrial cities of the northeast, Italians 
settled in all parts of the country 
(Femminella, 430). 

Small populations of Italians began to 
appear in the industrial cities of the 
Midwest, particularly Cincinnati, Chicago, 
Cleveland, and Detroit, in the 1860s, 70s, 
and 80s, and expanded in the 1890s and 
more rapidly in the early 1900s. In Michigan 
by 1930 73% of the 43,087 reported Italian-
born Michigan residents resided in Wayne 
County. At that time only 11% resided in the 
mining counties of the Upper Peninsula 
(Magnaghi, 1-2). 

But Italian immigration to Michigan really 
began in the 1850s with a small vanguard 
coming to the Upper Peninsula’s Copper 
Country mostly to work in the mines. After 
the Civil War work in the region’s rapidly 
expanding copper and iron mines and in 
lumbering brought a growing stream of 
immigrants from many parts of Italy. The 
1890 federal census listed 988 Italian-born 
residents in Menominee County, which then 
included Dickinson – most of them probably 
from the Menominee Iron Range area in 
what soon became Dickinson (the 1900 
census showed only fifty-seven for 
Menominee County). In the 1900 census 
1200 Dickinson residents born in Italy were 
reported, and in the 1910 census 1457 (the 
numbers dropped in the 1920 and 1930 
censuses as jobs in the county’s iron mines 
declined).  Magnaghi calls these figures all 
“conservative” – i.e. undercounted – noting 

an unofficial census in 1906 by Italian vice 
consul James Lisa of Calumet that showed 
over 5000 Italians in Houghton County 
alone. The official figures for Italians in 
Houghton County are 1894 in 1900 and 
2634 in 1910 (Magnaghi, 25). In any event, 
these figures are for persons born in Italy 
and do not include the children and 
grandchildren. 

Calumet, followed by Iron Mountain, 
were the two Upper Peninsula cities with 
the largest Italian populations. In Iron 
Mountain Italians were present from the 
start-up of mining around 1880, mainly 
coming to work in the Chapin and other 
mines. Favorable reports sent or brought 
home encouraged new arrivals. Magnaghi 
reports that “Italians from Trentino, 
Piedmont, Lombardy, Venetia, Abruzzo, 
Molise, Latium, Friuli, Calabria, Sicily, 
Emilia-Romagna, and Liguria resided in 
Dickinson County” (9-10). Fr. Peter 
Sinopoli, who arrived in 1902, estimated 
the population of the Italian community then 
as about 3000. Fund-raising activities for a 
new church for the Italians that year 
included appointing solicitors for the various 
regions from which the parishioners were 
drawn – four each were appointed to wait 
on residents from Umbria and Napolitano, 
three each for Marche and Abruzzi, two 
each for Pimonte, Lombardia, Veneto, and 
Toscana, and one for Tirolo, suggesting the 
relative numbers from each province at the 
time (Fifty Years of Grace, unn. pp.).  Many 
came from a few towns, the new arrivals 
brought over by favorable reports from 
already arrived family members and friends 
from the same towns. A number came from 
one town, Capestrano, in the province of 
Abruzzi, northeast of Rome – a 1903 story 
in the Iron Mountain Press stated that “two 
or three hundred” who were natives of that 
town were then residing in Iron Mountain 
and had organized their own mutual benefit 
society “to take care for the sick and 
provide for widows and orphans” (Jan. 31, 
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1903). Magnaghi lists no fewer than twelve 
such Italian mutual aid societies founded in 
Iron Mountain between 1886 and 1910, 
some of them based on provinces of origin 
(67). The Press article also noted the recent 
establishment of a co-operative general 
store in which only natives of Capestrano 
could be stockholders. Fiore Gianunzio, 
whose father and mother Nunzio and 
Isabella Gianunzio were both from 
Capestrano, notes a second town, Aquila, 
near Capestrano, from which many early 
Iron Mountain Italians emigrated 
(Gianunzio, 21). 

From the first Iron Mountain’s North 
Side became the center of the city’s Italian 
community, as Italian miners and their 
families occupied company housing there 
near the Chapin Mine. The Chapin, the 
primary employer, separated the North Side 
from the rest of the city, located south of the 
mine. Subsidence of the mine workings’ 
overburden, forming the Chapin Pits, that 
began early in the town’s history, and the 
flooding of the pits to form the Chapin 
Ponds in the 1930s further emphasized the 
North Side’s physical separation from the 
rest of Iron Mountain. The 1886 Beck & 
Pauli view shows the extensive 
development already present in the North 
Side east of Stephenson. The area’s main 
streets included Vulcan and Fifth, which 
today retain a number of the early wood 
and brick store and tavern buildings. 

The North Side also contains Iron 
Mountain’s primary historic Italian 
landmark, the Immaculate Conception 
Church. The Italian Catholic parish was 
established in 1889. The present reddish 
sandstone church, the parish’s third, was 
built in 1902-03 under the direction of Fr. 
Peter Sinopoli. It was planned by Fr. 
Sinopoli and built largely using parish labor. 
The church’s traditional Italian 
Renaissance-inspired design, with a 
campanile at the back, strongly evokes the 
Italian heritage of the congregation. 

While many of the Italian men went into 
the mines, almost from the first, as seems 
to have been typical in the Upper Peninsula 
mining towns, some Iron Mountain Italians 
found opportunities to start small 
businesses – in the early days most 
typically saloons, grocery stores, and 
bakeries that required relatively little start-
up capital and catered to a largely Italian 
clientele. By 1887 Italians owned at least 
five saloons in Iron Mountain, by 1889 six. 

If the North Side was the center of Iron 
Mountain’s Italian community, central Iron 
Mountain also contained businesses and 
some buildings owned by members of the 
community. Several buildings still standing 
in the district housed Italian-owned saloons 
in their early years. The 1891 directory lists 
111 E. Brown as containing the National 
Saloon, owned by G. B. Tramontin, and 
the middle storefront in 109-15 Stephenson 
(now part of Fontana’s Supper Club) as 
housing John Virsella’s saloon (the state 
gazetteer lists a John Versella or Varsella 
saloon as late as 1903). Angelo Flaminio’s 
saloon, 124 W. Hughitt, may have been in 
operation as early as 1901 and ran until 
Prohibition. In the 1950s and into the 1970s 
the same building housed Nick Simone 
Dino and Romagnoli’s Iron Mountain or 
Dino’s Bar (the building’s present street-
level storefront appears to date from those 
years). 

The last in operation of the business 
district’s old watering holes established by 
members of the Italian community is 
Mayme’s, 114 E. Brown, the one-time 
Joseph Bolognesi saloon. The saloon, 
probably already located in the present 
building, is first listed in the 1909 state 
gazetteer. Bolognesi ran the business as a 
saloon, then as the Roma Restaurant 
during Prohibition. Afterwards it operated as 
a tavern and then as the Milano, a bar and 
restaurant, with Joseph or Marie 
Bolognesi as manager. Through the entire 
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time, at least into the 1940s, the Bolognesi 
family lived upstairs. 

Numerous Italian-owned businesses 
flourished in the central business district 
area through much of the twentieth century. 
Some were operated by members of the 
early families here, while others were 
established by much later arrivals, some if 
not most drawn by the presence of the 
city’s existing large Italian community. The 
following are some of the key Italian 
community-related landmarks in the district: 

 521 Stephenson: Frankini Jewelry. 
Arthur C. Frankini was part of an early 
Iron Mountain Italian family, listed as 
part of the first, 1903 confirmation class 
at Immaculate Conception Church (Fifty 
Years of Grace). The Frankini jewelry 
store was established in 1916, 
according to an advertisement in the 
1954 Iron Mountain seventy-fifth 
anniversary souvenir edition of the 
News. The store was located at 521 
Stephenson until 1924, but then moved 
to a now demolished building at 207 
Stephenson. By the late 1930s the store 
returned to the old 521 location, 
occupying a new brick store building. A. 
C. Frankini & Son remained in 
business here, expanding also into 515-
17 in the mid-1960s, until about 2000. 

 515-17 Stephenson: City Drug Store.  
Prior to Frankini’s Jewelry expanding 
into 515-17’s lower story, the building 
housed Angelo B. Bracco’s City Drug 
Store from 1929 to 1956, when Bracco 
sold the business. Bracco, born in 
Calumet, came to Iron Mountain in 1919 
after service in World War I, working at 
Siebert’s Drug Store and the 
successor Cudlip’s Drug Store at the 
northeast Stephenson/E. Hughitt corner 
(this building demolished). Bracco 
opened City Drugs after owning the 
Central Drug, located at the southeast 
Stehenson/East A corner where City 
Hall now stands, from 1924 to 1929. 

 313 and 315 Stephenson: Perina’s. 
Mrs. Charles (Perina) Pastore 
established Perina’s Hat Shop at 315 
Stephenson in 1940, buying out the 
previous Rollins Hat Shop from Mrs. 
Paul Rollins. Under Rollins the store 
had been a hat shop only, but Mrs. 
Pastore added millinery, lingerie, 
sportswear, and accessories, and 
eventually carried all types of women’s 
apparel. Perina’s occupied 315 until 
1955, when the store moved into larger 
quarters in 315. Perina’s Inc. relocated 
to 321 Stephenson in the mid-late 1970s 
and remains in business as of 2012. 

 301 and 324-32 Stephenson: 
Occhietti’s Jewelry. Ben Occhietti 
opened a jewelry repair shop on E. 
Ludington in 1947 and expanded into a 
jewelry business the following year. 
Brother Roland joined him in the 
business in 1949 and then, after serving 
in the Korean War, returned to the store 
in 1952. Occhietti’s Jewelry became one 
of the original tenants in the Khoury 
Building, 301 Stephenson, when that 
building opened in 1948. The Occhiettis 
had the Occhietti Building, 324-32 
Stephenson, constructed in 1955-56, 
and Occhietti’s Jewelry occupied the 
corner store in that building from the late 
1955 opening until about 2000. 

 700 Stephenson: Iron Mountain Motel. 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fornetti had the 
motel built in 1954-55 and operated it for 
several decades. Fornetti’s father, 
James Fornetti, another member of the 
1903 Immaculate Conception 
confirmation class (Fifty Years of 
Grace), had also been involved in the 
hospitality industry, having established 
the Moon Lake (log) tourist cabins 
complex, with a store, at the far north 
edge of town in 1925.  
Public social life in the Italian North Side 

seems to have focused on Immaculate 
Conception Church and several privately 
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owned meeting halls, but at least one 
meeting place within the central Historic 
District, the Northern Ballroom, 100-04 W. 
Brown, reportedly hosted dinners of the 
Italian Women’s Club during the 1920s 
(Dulan, 89). 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 2 [Thursday, April 4, 1889], 
page 4, column 3 

 

BELLA ITALIA AND THE KNIFE. 
_____ 

 
Forty Dagos Break up the Furniture 

in a Saloon, Stab the Landlady, 
and then have a General 

Cutting Match. 

_____ 
 

Shortly after the result of the elections 
had been sized up by the board of 
registration in the fourth ward, information 
arrived that a most formidable riot was in 
full blast in the saloon run by George 
Pastori, on Brown street, and that several 
people had been stabbed.  A number of 
persons hastily made their way to the scene 
of the fracas, and found George Pastori, the 
proprietor, and his wife in a condition pretty 
nearly bordering upon frenzy, and it was 
noticed that blood was flowing form a gash 
cut under one of the eyes of the woman.  
The steps and sidewalk in front of the 
saloon were strewn with broken glass, 
fragments of chairs, billiard balls, and 
smashed cues, while the whole front of the 
building seemed to have been torn out by a 
cyclone.  Officers Sims and Nankivell 
waded in among the swart-faced gang who 
were gesticulating around the building, and 
succeeded in arresting two of the most 
prominent of the rioters.  These were 
lodged in jail.  George Pastori was in such a 
state of excitement that he could give no 
intelligible account of the row.  THE 

RANGE, however, learned that early in the 
evening a crowd of Italians, numbering from 
thirty to forty, had gathered in the saloon to 
play pool and drink beer.  As they were 
from all parts of Italy a good deal of banter 
was passed between those who claimed 
different provinces as the place of their 
nativity.  This banter soon developed into 
rancour [sic – rancor], which culminated 
through a circumstance that occurred at the 
pool table about ten o’clock.  Peter 
Marriano and another man were playing a 
game, and as Marriano was obviously the 
worse for liquor, Frank Villa, the cousin of 
the proprietor of the house, warned him to 
be careful and not cut the cloth.  Marriano 
made a lunge at the ball with his cue and 
knocked it off the table, and Villa stooped 
down, picked it up, and replaced it on the 
spot.  Marriano again played and knocked 
the ball off, and when Villa again bent down 
to pick it up, Marriano, either angry because 
he had played so badly or because he had 
been asked not to tear up the cloth, drew a 
knife and slashed Villa across the loins.  
Then a friend of Marriano’s jumped forward, 
drew his knife, and also slashed into the 
prostrate man.  In an instant every Italian in 
the room was on his feet, and, as if by 
preconcerted [sic – preconceived] 
arrangement, they separated into two 
divisions, broadly representing the north 
and south of Italy.  Arming themselves with 
chairs, cues, billiard balls, and knives, 
sweet representatives from Piedmont, 
Liguria, Lombardy, Venetia, Umbria, 
Tuscany, Latium, Campania, Apulia, 
Calabria, Sicily, and Sardinia, [sic] threw 
themselves upon each other furiously, and 
soon there were broken heads, cut bodies, 
and innumerable bruises.  Mrs. Pastori 
happened to be caught in the midst of the 
murderous crowd, and while she was trying 
to escape, screaming at the top of her 
voice, some ruffian slashed her under the 
eye with his knife, and she fainted, fell, and 
was trampled upon.  The gang gradually 
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fought their way towards the door, having in 
the meantime smashed up every window in 
the place, and at length surged out upon 
the sidewalk, where the great dago battle 
was continued.  George Pastori himself was 
hemmed in behind the bar, and although he 
tried to go to the assistance of his wife was 
beaten back and could do nothing.  The 
appearance of officers Bob Nankivell and 
Billy Sims exercised a sedative effect.  An 
attempt was threatened to rescue the two 
prisoners they made, but was chilled into 
inaction by a fortuitous display of billies and 
revolvers, though the captives were 
followed by an angry mob right up to the 
door of the “cooler.”  On the following day 
offices Sims and Martin arrested four more 
rioters.  Young Villa, the first man who was 
knifed, is still so ill that he cannot give any 
coherent account of the row, and it is not 
probable that the prisoners will have their 
trial until to-day [sic – today], when 
Prosecuting Attorney Cook will 
prosecute.  On Tuesday, several Italians 
climbed up to the bars in the window of the 
jail, and held conversation with their 
imprisoned compatriots.  This coming to the 
ear of Deputy Sheriff O’Hara, and a belief 
spreading around that the Italian prisoners 
meant to break jail, assisted by certain of 
their countrymen, special precautions were 
at once taken to prevent the law being 
cheated in that way.  Many of these Italians, 
ignorant, quick-tempered, jealous and 
treacherous, are a danger to the 
community, which can by no means lose 
anything if the men who are now prisoners 
get the full benefit of the law – pour 
encourager les autres [by encouraging the 
others], as the French say, with a very 
significant meaning.  Three more Italians 
who were arrested yesterday have been 
released on bail. 

The following are the prisoners 
implicated:  Nazareno Paluzolo, Martin 
Vincenzo, Augustino Buciatti, A. Martini, 

or Marriano, Peter Chiararini, Silvestra, 
Nicola, and Rinaldo. 

 

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 5 [Thursday, April 25, 1889], 
page 1, column 2 

 

The Italian Gang of Rioters. 
 

The trial of the gang of Italians who 
broke up Pastori’s saloon on the evening of 
last election day commenced on Thursday 
before Justice Bergeron, Pros. Att’y 
Cook representing the people and Dick 
Flannigan the defendants.  The names of 
the culprits, who number sixteen, are so 
long that they would require a supplement 
of THE RANGE, so we won’t attempt to 
publish them in this issue.  The proceedings 
are necessarily slow as they have to be 
filtered through an interpreter.  Special 
Officer Sims has given his evidence.  It will 
be remembered that he was one of the 
officers who sailed into the crowd of rioters 
and quelled the disturbance when every 
man had either a knife or a bludgeon in his 
hand. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 9 [Thursday, May 23, 1889], 
page 1, column 3 

 
 AN Italian woman, who was on her 

return from the west, where her husband 
had recently died[,] to her home at Vulcan 
last Friday, imbibbed [sic – imbibed] a little 
too much on the way, and when the train 
reached this city was crazy drunk.  She 
attempted to jump out the car window, 
screamed, howled, and made herself 
otherwise conspicuous to such an 
extent that Marshal Catlin took her from 
the train and placed her in the care of 
friends here.  She resumed her journey 
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after recovering from the effects of her 
potations. 

 

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 10 [Thursday, May 30, 
1889], page 1, column 1 

 
 NINETY Italians passed through this 
city last Sunday, said to be destined for 
the Commonwealth mine. 

 

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 10 [Thursday, May 30, 
1889], page 1, column 2 
 

THE CITY. 

 

The election day saloon row case is 
on trial at Menominee, and is being 
stubbornly contested.  Last Monday 
subpoenas were received for 17 more 
Italians to go to Menominee as 
witnesses, making about 40 in all.  The 
defense will attempt to prove that they were 
the assaulted party and used knives in self 
defence [sic – defense].  Flanningan and 
Hammond are council for the defense. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 10 [Thursday, May 30, 
1889], page 1, column 2 

 
OUR exchanges have stuffed the 

Matilda Christianelli item with rather rich 
padding.  The woman was found to be 
temporarily insane when she reached 
this city and was taken from the cars by 
Marshal Catlin, but he denies that he was 
hit on the head with $6000 and doubts if the 
woman had that many cents about her.  
She no doubt had some money, but $6000 
tied up in a handkerchief and $12,000 more 
in a belt around her waist is lots of wealth, 

and the story, we think, will stand a great 
big discount. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 10 [Thursday, May 30, 1889], 
page 1, column 3 
 

Acquitted. 
 

Peter Marianna, the defendant in the 
great Italian row case, was acquitted by the 
jury yesterday.  He proved an alibi, 17 
witnesses swearing positively that that [sic] 
he was not in Pastori’s saloon when the 
cutting occurred.  There [sic – Their] 
witnesses swore that he was there and did 
the cutting, but their testimony was 
outweighed in the minds of the jury by the 
17 who swore to the opposite. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 13 [Thursday, June 20, 
1889], supplement, column 1 

 
 John Bosaco, a street-laboring 
Italian, is confined in the lock-up, on the 
supposition of being insane.  He will be 
examined by physicians to-day [sic – 
today], and either sent to his home or, the 
location or to the county jail at Menominee. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 16 [Thursday, July 11, 
1889], page 1, column 2 

 
 A SCRAP occurred last evening 
between a Mr. Pearce, who is known by 
[the] sobriquet of Jesse James, and an 
Italian, over a box of cigarettes, which 
the latter claimed the former had stolen 
from him.  The Italian induced James to 
ride with him, and after James had 
entered the buggy the quarrel was 
renewed and the Italian finally assaulted 
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him and bit his nose.  We understand that 
the affair has been settled and will not be 
brought into court. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 17 [Thursday, July 18, 
1889], page 1, column 4 

 

Reckless Shooting. 
 

 The night officers complain that 
some foolish young fellows are in the 
habit of shooting off their revolvers after 
dark, much to the alarm of quiet and 
decent citizens, who naturally suppose 
that murder is being committed.  On 
Monday night three young fellows who were 
feeling very mellow staggered against the 
fruit stand which Dominick Contarini has 
erected alongside of his saloon on 
Hughitt street, and the alarmed Italian, in 
his night dress, threw up his window 
and fired three shots in all directions, 
and were non est [return of a writ or 
summons when the person to be 
arrested or served with it cannot be 
found] when officer Milliman arrived 
upon the scene.  Contarini was very 
indignant, and wandered about the streets 
half the night looking for the disturbers of 
his midnight rest.  The young fellows were 
scared enough to make them stop midnight 
frolics for a considerable time to come. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 19 [Thursday, August 1, 
1889], page 1, column 2 

  
C.T. McELROY has opened a store in 

the old New York store building on 
Fleshiem street, and with his Italian 
clerks will pay special attention to the 
wants of the Italians of this city.  If Mac 
has the kind of luck we wish him he will 

have no occasion to regret coming to Iron 
Mountain to do business. 

 

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 21 [Thursday, August 15, 
1889], page 1, column 2 

 

Their Last Fight. 
 

 A crowd of Italians were encouraging 
a dog fight between Jedda’s saloon and 
Desautel’s shoemaker’s shop last Friday 
evening, when Marshal Catlin stepped into 
the crowd and told them to separate the 
dogs.  No, they wouldn’t separate them, 
they wanted to see them fight.  “All right,” 
says the marshal, “I’ll separate them,” and 
he pulled out his revolver and banged 
away.  The dogs quit fighting right off. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 21 [Thursday, August 15, 
1889], page 1, column 3 

 
A ROW occurred on the 30th of last 

July in or near Mike Coragliotti’s saloon, 
during which, and while the parties were 
fleeing from Officer Hager, shots were 
fired and one man was stabbed in the 
arm.  Frank Villa, a desperate looking 
Italian, was subsequently arrested on 
the charge of assault with intent to 
commit murder.  The examination was 
held before Justice Bergeron last Friday 
and Saturday, but the identity of Villa as the 
assaulting party was not sufficiently 
established and he was discharged.  He 
was rearrested, however, on the charge 
of carrying concealed weapons and had 
his trial yesterday before Justice Wicks, 
who fined him $25 and costs. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
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XI, Number 25 [Thursday, September 
12, 1889], page 1, column 2 

 

Knives for Two. 
 

 A drunken row occurred at the 
Chapin location last Sunday night, in 
which Peter Rickett [sic – Ricatto], who 
has since languished in the city jail, 
awaiting his examination on a charge of 
assault with intent to do great bodily 
harm, had his right ear nearly slashed 
off.  The complaining witness was 
stabbed in the arm.  The examination is 
being held today. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 26 [Thursday, September 
19, 1889], page 5, column 2 

 

Bergeron’s Court. 
 
 Peter Ricatto, the Italian at the Chapin 
location, who on the same day got on a 
spree and used his knife pretty freely, 
was fined $50.  He passed around his hat 
among his friends and succeeded in raising 
$28.00 in nickels and dimes, which the 
justice concluded to accept on condition 
that Ricatto would leave the city.  He left, 
and what is our loss is Negaunee’s gain. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 30 [Thursday, October 17, 
1889], page 5, column 3 

 

The Italian Jubilee. 
 

 About 200 Italians from Norway and 
Vulcan came up in a special train last 
Saturday to join the 100 or more Italians 
of this city in their celebration of the 
397th anniversary of the discovery of 
land in the western hemisphere by 
Christopher Columbus. 

 The Norway delegation was 
accompanied by Norway’s excellent band, 
while the Iron Mountain band furnished 
music for the society in this city.  The 
nondescript vessel bearing the name “Pinta 
of Spain,” with its modern Columbus 
standing on the top of the pilot house and 
occasionally scanning the horizon with a 
spy glass for a glimpse of the promised 
land, was not a very good counterfeit of the 
staunch ship that bore Columbus and his 
crew across the Atlantic 397 years ago, but 
it at least answered the purpose.  The Iron 
Mountain society wore a sailor uniform and 
the Norway society marched well and in 
fact made one of the best civic displays 
ever seen in this city.  In the evening a ball 
was given in Boudeau’s hall.  The special 
train returned to Norway about one o’clock 
in the morning with its load of passengers.  
Everything passed off quietly and without 
the least disturbance, so far as we have 
heard.  The Norway and Iron Mountain 
bands played some excellent selections 
during the day.  We were particularly 
pleased with the selections played in front 
of Bordeau’s hall in the afternoon, and both 
bands show that they are under the 
leadership of thorough and competent 
musicians. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 31 [Thursday, October 24, 
1889], page 1, column 5 

 

A Brutal Crime. 
 

 Henry Sampson was arrested in 
Norway last Thursday on the charge of 
committing a criminal assult [sic – 
assault] [rape] upon a little Italian girl 6 
1/2 years old, daughter of John 
Brachetti.  The crime was committed about 
a week before the arrest, but the child’s 
parents delayed making complaint through 
a desire to avoid publicity.  The condition of 
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the child, however, finally necessitated the 
summoning of medical assistance, when 
the terrible deed was exposed.  Sampson 
was arrested and placed under $1000 bail, 
but was later re-arrested, and owing to the 
precarious condition of his victim a bond of 
$5000 was demanded, and being unable to 
furnish it he was locked up.  Sampson 
stoutly denies his guilt, and THE RANGE 
hopes that he may be able to establish the 
falsity of the charge, for there is no crime 
that is so repugnant to every sense of 
humanity and decency as the one with 
which he stands charged, and none that 
more richly deserves the punishment the 
law provides, should it be proven. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 33 [Thursday, November 7, 
1889], page 1, column 3 

 

Acquitted. 
 

 Henry Sampson, of Norway, who was 
arrested two weeks ago charged with 
rape, was examined before Justice 
Patenaude last week and acquitted.  The 
girl’s testimony was broken down 
completely under cross examination, and 
the affair made to have the appearance of a 
blackmailing scheme. 
 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 12, 
Number 38 [Thursday, February 9, 
1908], page 1, column 2 

 

Another Italian Scrap. 
 
Frank Tomassoni, John Brunamonto, 

Louis Moratto and two other Italians, 
names unknown, became involved in a 
scrap near the old Princess store, North 
Stephenson avenue, at about five o’clock 
last Monday afternoon.  During the fracas 
Moretto received several slight knife 

wounds and other member [sic – members] 
of the party were awarded prizes in the 
form of black eyes.  What the trouble was 
about is hard to determine.  The [sic] 
Moretto says that Tomassnoi [sic – 
Tomassoni], who was in a sleigh with 
Brunamonto, attempted to run over himself 
and friends, who were walking in the middle 
of the road.  On the other hand, Tomassini 
[sic – Tomassoni] alleged that Moretto and 
his friends were the aggressors.  The case 
is now in the court.  Brunamonto has been 
arrested for the alleged cutting, and gave 
bonds for his appearance when wanted. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 14, 
Number 21 [Thursday, October 14, 
1909], page 6, column 2 

 

Italian Federation. 
 

The committee appointed to arrange for 
a convention of delegates from the 
numerous Italian societies of the upper 
peninsula for the purpose of organizing a 
federation, [sic] have finally selected 
Sunday and Monday, October 24th and 
25th, as the dates for the gathering.  The 
convention will be held in Iron Mountain and 
the objects of the organization were 
numerated [sic – enumerated] in The Press 
recently.  The ten Houghton lodges have 
already selected delegates and the 
Marquette and Gogebic range societies, as 
well as those of the Menominee range, will 
be fully represented. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 14, 
Number 47 [Thursday, April 14, 1910], 
page 5, column 2 

 

NORWAY NEWS NUGGETS 
_____ 

 



DICKINSON COUNTY HISTORY - ETHNIC GROUPS 

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings] 

 

28 

A stabbing affray occurred in the 
Stephenson location last Sunday afternoon 
in which John Nora was wounded five 
times in the breast, side and back by one 
George Guglemette [sic – Guglemetti].  
Nora was taken to the hospital and it [is] 
thought [he] will recover.  Guglemetti was 
arrested and arraigned before Justice 
Rowe, charged with assault with intent to 
do great bodily harm.  A partner of 
Guglemetti’s named Dan Fernetti [sic – 
Fornetti – ?] was also arrested on a charge 
of carrying concealed weapons, having had 
a ten-inch bladed knife concealed on his 
person.  The stabbing was the result of a 
quarrel between Nora and Guglemmetti [sic 
– Guglemetti], during which the latter was 
knocked down by Nora.  It is claimed that 
the two men, with others[,] had been 
drinking heavily during the day. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15, 
Number 7 [Thursday, July 7, 1910], 
page 1, column 4 

 

Italians Re-Union Arranged. 
 
A meeting of the Italian societies of the 

copper country was held Sunday afternoon 
at Hancock to arrange for the re-union [sic 
– reunion] of the state federation of Italian 
societies at Hancock in August.  It was 
decided to engage five copper country 
bands to furnish music.  The committees 
have been assured of large delegations 
from the Dickinson county and other iron 
ranges. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15, 
Number 7 [Thursday, July 7, 1910], 
page 5, column 4 

 

NORWAY NEWS NUGGETS 
_____ 

 
A store building owned by Peter Blom 

and leased to the Italian American 
Mercantile association, was blown up and 
partially wrecked by dynamite last Monday 
evening about 9:30.  Dynamite had been 
placed under the front and rear ends of the 
building.  The front was badly wrecked, but 
there being a cellar under the rear, the 
force of the dynamite went into the cellar 
and only a little damage was done to that 
part of the building.  The police have no 
clew [sic – clue] as yet to who committed 
the deed and no reason can be assigned 
for the act.  The building will be repaired at 
once so that the association can start in 
business. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15, 
Number 36 [Thursday, January 26, 
1911], page 1, column 5 

 

Italian Citizen’s [sic – Citizens’] 
League. 

 
At the last regular meeting of the above-

named organization the following officers 
were elected: 

President – William O. Ferzacca. 
Vice President – Sam Costa. 
Treasurer – Giovanni Scarvardi. 
Recording Secretary – Rufino 

Carocci[.] 
Financial Secretary – Michael 

DeCrescenzo. 
Council – Sante Noti, Joseph Michela, 

Domenico Spera, Francesco Izzo, 
Benianino Iafolla [sic – Jafolla]. 

Inside Guard – Giovanni Bruno. 
Outside Guards – Enrico Sistillo, 

Nicola Pietrantonio. 
A committee of six members was 

named to visit Norway in the near future to 
organize an Italian Citizens’ League. 
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Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 21, 
Number 20 [Thursday, September 28, 
1916], page 1, column 4 

 
 

Grapes from California. 
 

Many tons of grapes are purchased by 
local Italians each fall and converted into 
wine.  It is not uncommon for a small family 
to purchase two or more tons.  Heretofore 
the local market has been controlled by the 
product of the vineyards of Michigan and 
New York.  Two years ago local dealers 
commenced to handle California grapes 
and the fruit gave such excellent 
satisfaction that it has nearly crowded the 
other grapes out of the market.  It is related 
that the California grapes make a better 
wine and more gallons to the ton.  A.E. 
Brauns and Americo Sonaglio, the largest 
of the local dealers, expect to bring east 
over forty carloads this fall.  They now have 
ten carloads enroute [sic – en route]. 

 
JEWS 

 
Iron Mountain Central Historic District 

Application 2013 – Part III.  Ethnic 
Heritage – Jews 

by Robert O. Christensen 

National Register Coordinator 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Lansing, Michigan 
 

Iron Mountain’s first Jewish residents 
formed a part of the massive 1880-1910 
migration to America of Jews predominantly 
from eastern Europe, primarily from areas 
then part of the Russian Empire that today 
include much of Poland, Latvia and 
Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, and 
northern Romania. Jews in these areas 
tended to be more urban than rural and, 
much more so than the general population, 

were small tradesmen and businessmen 
involved in clothing and shoes; food 
products; building construction; metal and 
woodworking; tobacco products; and trade 
in agricultural products (grain, cattle, furs, 
hides), or were factory workers or small-
scale factory owners or petty traders or 
storekeepers – avocations many took up 
once established in the United States 
(Joseph, 21-3, 42-55). 

In the Russian Empire by the early 
twentieth century, Samuel Joseph reported 
in his 1914 book, “special laws relating to 
the Jews have multiplied greatly until they 
now consist of more than a thousand 
articles, regulating their religious and 
communal life, economic activities and 
occupations, military service, property 
rights, education, etc., and imposing special 
taxes over and above those borne by other 
Russian subjects” (Joseph, 57). In 1882 
new restrictions were imposed on where 
the empire’s Jews could live, resulting in 
expulsions from lands outside a 
government-defined Pale of Jewish 
Settlement that excluded 95% of the 
empire. 

In 1881-82 began the first pogroms, 
government-sanctioned 
riots/murders/expulsions of Jews that were 
justified by the government as resulting 
from the misery of the peasants “due to 
their exploitation by the Jews[;] … the 
pogroms were the instinctive expression of 
the fury of the peasants…” (Joseph, 63). 
Many pogroms followed in the coming 
years, particularly in 1906, when the 
government unleashed a new rampage in 
response to widespread unrest over 
working and living conditions. Jewish 
immigration in the 1881-1910 period totaled 
over 1.5 million, with over 1.1 million of 
them from the Russian Empire, their 
numbers peaking during and just following 
the worst pogrom outbreak years in the 
early 1890s and from 1899 to 1907 
(Joseph, 21, 56-69, 93). 
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Iron Mountain’s first Jewish residents 
came from the Russian Empire in the later 
1880s. They were part of a pattern of 
Jewish migration that brought small 
numbers of Jews to communities 
throughout Michigan, including the Upper 
Peninsula’s mining towns, in search of 
economic opportunity. Early Jewish 
immigrants sometimes became peddlers at 
first, traveling by horse and wagon, to make 
their way until they could afford to establish 
their own stores or other businesses. Iron 
Mountain’s Jewish community has never 
been very large, but in 1909 they did 
establish a synagogue, purchasing a former 
Swedish Methodist church building and 
moving it to the northeast corner of 
Kimberly and West A (outside the district), 
where it stands today (Cohodes, 149-50 in 
Dulan; Cummings, Dickinson County, 195). 

The Rusky Bros. general store, with 
Sam and Isaac Rusky as proprietors, may 
have been Iron Mountain’s first Jewish 
business, listed in the 1887 state gazetteer. 
Located near the center of the 200 block of 
Stephenson, it called itself “The London 
Store.” There were soon other Jewish 
business people: among the losses listed 
from a fire in the 100 block of Stephenson 
in December 1888 were the notions shop of 
M. Goldstein & Co. and the Silverman, 
Davis & Levy clothing store (Cummings, 
Dickinson County, 86). The 1889 state 
gazetteer lists several more Jewish-owned 
businesses, including the M. Levy & Co. 
general store, with partners Mandel and 
Henry Levy and Isaac Unger. 

Abraham or Abe Sackim, who came to 
Iron Mountain from Chicago as a youth in 
1888, first worked in the Rusky store, but 
in 1892 partnered with Julius Rusky in the 
Rusky & Sackim general store. Two 
years later, according to a 1923 story, the 
partnership was dissolved and Sackim 
founded his own store (this account differs 
some from what is reported in a 1955 article 
(News, 6/6/1955) but seems to agree more 

closely with state gazetteer and city 
directory information). Sackim’s store, 
called “The Paris Store,” was located near 
the south end of the 300 block of 
Stephenson. The A. Sackim Co. 
department store, incorporated in 1909 
with Ben and Sam Seamen as partners, 
became and remained one of the 
downtown’s largest stores until the late 
1960s (News, 5/15/1923).This 
Rusky/Sackim store building was 
demolished decades ago, but several 
substantial buildings in the Central Historic 
District area survive to illustrate the 
contributions of the small but influential 
Jewish community to Iron Mountain’s 
commercial life. 

A prime example is the Max A. 
Cohodes Building, 615-21 Stephenson. 
This large commercial building was built for 
the founder of a key family of Jewish 
businessmen in Iron Mountain, Max A. 
Cohodes, in 1922 at the beginning of the 
“Ford Boom.” Cohodes (1862-1931) was 
born in Vilnius, in what was then part of the 
Russian Empire but is today Lithuania. He 
migrated to New York in 1898 and soon 
settled in Marinette, Wisconsin, where his 
twin sister lived. Working as a peddler (he 
was by trade a harnessmaker), he raised 
money to send for his brother Aaron and 
then his wife Zelda and six children. The 
Cohodeses settled in Iron Mountain in 1902 
where Max A. Cohodes eventually 
established a furniture store. 

Cohodes (the 1925 directory lists him as 
involved in real estate) built his Max A. 
Cohodes Building as an investment 
property, but in its early years one of the 
occupants was son Joseph H. Cohodes’ 
general merchandise or department 
store, which operated into the early 1940s. 
J. H. Cohodes (1889-1953) learned the 
clothing trade at the A. Sackim store in 
Iron Mountain, then served as manager of 
Sackim’s Crystal Falls store until 1922, 
when he opened his own clothing store in 
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the new Cohodes Building (Cummings, 
Dickinson County, 310; obituary, News, 
3/24/1953). 

The News noted his election in 
September 1931 as president of the Upper 
Peninsula Zionist Service Bureau (News, 
9/19/1931) and reported on a number of his 
speeches before various groups in the 
coming years. Born in a land where 
persecution of the Jews was a daily fact of 
life, J. H. Cohodes became a leading figure 
in the Upper Peninsula in speaking out 
against the growing Nazi menace in the late 
1930s. On December 8, 1938, for example, 
Cohodes addressed the subject “Judaism in 
the World Today” before a Kiwanis 
luncheon at the Dickinson Hotel. Introduced 
by Rev. Fr. Frank A. Siefert, pastor of St. 
Mary’s Church, Cohodes spoke to his 
presumably mostly Gentile audience on 
what was happening to the Jews in 
Germany and the lands under their control, 
pointedly noting that “We Jews are merely 
the flowers at the funeral of Christianity” 
(News, 12/9/1938: “Cohodes Attacks 
Persecution of Jews in Speech”). Two 
months later at a Rotary luncheon in 
another speech he pointed out that Nazi 
persecution was involving not only the Jews 
but Catholics and Protestants as well 
(News, 11/29/1938: “Cohodes Sears 
German Abuse of Christians”). 

Along with the J. H. Cohodes store and 
also brother Louis H. Cohodes’ meat and 
grocery market, another of the early 
tenants of the Max A. Cohodes Building 
was Buchman’s Drug Store, located at 
615 Stephenson according to the 1925 
directory. Druggist Abraham G. Buchman 
was born in what is now Latvia in 1884 and 
migrated to the United States as a youth. 
He entered the drugstore business at Rapid 
River in 1899, then moved to Gwinn by the 
early or mid-1910s. The 1913 and 1915 
state gazetteers list a C. G. Buchman, 
druggist, there, while the 1917 one lists A. 
G. Buchman, presumably a correction. 

Buchman settled in Iron Mountain in 1922, 
at the beginning of the “Ford Boom,” 
perhaps moving into the Cohodes Building 
then. In 1929 he moved the store to the 
southernmost end of the Commercial 
(National) Bank building, 500 Stephenson, 
where it remained until Buchman’s death in 
1953 (News, 1/15/1938; 11/25/1953). 

Next door to the south of the Max A. 
Cohodes Building at 623-29 Stephenson, 
Chicago merchants Morris and Harry 
Wolfe had their large one-story Wolfe 
Brothers Building constructed in 1927. 
Morris Wolfe was Max A. Cohodes’ son-
in-law, having married daughter Anne in 
1919 (a News story on construction of the 
building states that both Wolfes were Max 
Cohodes’ sons-in-law, but the Cohodes 
family history in Dickinson County does not 
mention Harry). 

The building at 100 E. Brown has 
associations with both the Cohodes family 
and with another important early Jewish 
business, I. Zacks & Co. Built as a store in 
the mid-1880s, the building was renovated 
and expanded in 1937-38 to house the I. 
Zacks & Co. meat and fruit wholesale 
business. Cattle buyer and slaughterer 
Isadore Zacks established the business in 
1905, and by 1938 sons Max and Maurice 
were also partners – the well preserved 
house the Zacks occupied for over thirty 
years stands nearby at 122 W. Ludington 
within the district. Max Zacks’ 1956 
obituary states that he was born in Villna, 
Lithuania, in 1902 and came to Iron 
Mountain in 1910 (News: “Max Zacks Dies 
After Long Illness,” 5/5/1956). 

In 1952 I. Zacks & Co. moved 
elsewhere and sold the building to Mose 
Cohodes & Son, another slaughtering and 
meat processing operation. This business 
was founded by Moses Cohodes, another 
of Max A. Cohodes’ sons, by the mid-
1920s, and Moses’ son Philip joined the 
firm in 1937. M. Cohodes & Son, Inc., 
expanding into a general food wholesaling 
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business, operated out of this building until 
the late 1980s. 

A number of buildings along 
Stephenson and adjacent side streets 
housed clothing stores owned by members 
of the Jewish community. Some of the 
associated buildings have disappeared but 
one that survives is the 1948 Manci 
Building, 400-08 Stephenson. One of the 
two original tenants was Kushner’s infants 
and children’s wear and accessories 
store. David Kushner was born in Boston 
but came to Iron Mountain from Chicago 
after four years in the Navy during World 
War II. A News story about the opening of 
the store during 1949 states that Kushner 
was then engaged to a granddaughter of 
pioneer Iron Mountain Jewish merchant 
Abe Sackim. Kushner’s was successful 
and in 1956 the store expanded into 
another store space to the north (News: 
“Specialty Shop Opened Today in Manci 
Building,” 2/14/1949; “Addition to Building 
Under Way, 4/4/1956). 

One other major commercial building 
associated with the Jewish community is 
the Dworsky Building, 410-26 
Stephenson. Long housing the Colenso’s 
store, this large building was built in 1948 
for brothers Max and Paul Dworsky, who 
migrated to Iron Mountain from the Dakotas 
in 1922 during the early days of the “Ford 
Boom” to establish The Men’s Store, first 
located on E. Ludington and then across 
the street in a now demolished building in 
the 400 block of Stephenson. Paul 
Dworsky had run a store in Bismarck, ND, 
while Max had been secretary-treasurer of 
the nineteen-store Weinstein Co. dry-goods 
chain (it also had a wholesale hosiery, 
underwear, and general dry-goods store in 
Minneapolis). The Dworskys had this 
building constructed in 1948 to house an 
expanded store, but sold their business 
(though not the building) to John Colenso 
while the building was under construction 
(News: “Every Modern Feature in New 

Colenso Store, To Open Soon,” 
11/26/1948). 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 2 [Thursday, April 4, 1889], 
page 4, column 4 

 

Jewish versus Christian Sprinting. 
 

Although sporting circles are trying to 
keep the matter quiet it is pretty generally 
known that an interesting pedestrian event 
took place here last week between Jack 
Eslick, the drayman (brother of Joe 
Eslick[,] the popular young barber) and 
Julius Roberts, a Jewish jewelry 
peddler, the passion of whose existence is 
trading “vatches [sic – watches].”  It was a 
go-as-you-please sprint race, with the 
stakes fixed on the same principle.  The 
Jew got off first with a flying start, with Jack 
pounding along close at his heels.  As both 
pedestrians literally flew along the sidewalk 
on Stephenson avenue, the small boys 
yelled, the livery stable men cheered, and 
the draymen reined in their fiery untamed 
steeds to watch the thrilling contest at their 
leisure.  Julius was the first to reach the 
crossing at the M. & N. depot, and making 
a sharp turn to the left he took to the ties.  
This adroit movement surprised Jack, and 
gave the Jew the advantage of several 
yards.  Nothing daunted, however, Jack 
took to the ties also, and made a desperate 
spurt which brought him within an inch or 
two of Julius’ flying coattails.  The race 
would probably have continued into 
Wisconsin, but the Jew began to get 
winded, while it was evident to every navvy 
[sic – savvy] on the track that Jack had not 
only struck his gait, but had gotten his 
second wind.  About a mile from the depot, 
he had gained enough to enable him to 
seize Julius by the collar and bring him to a 
standstill.  This finished the great race, but 
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what took place afterward history doesn’t 
record. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 18 [Thursday, July 25, 
1889], page 1, column 4 

 

Jewish Wedding. 
 

From the Gogebic Tribune we copy the 
following notice of the wedding of Mr. Ben 
Kramer, of this city[,] to Miss Eva Cohen, 
of Hurley, Wis.: 

The marriage of Mr. Ben Kramer and 
Miss Eva Cohen, which event took place at 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. N.M. Lewis 
on Sunday, July 14, was a very pleasant 
and happy occasion in every respect.  A 
large number of friends of the contracting 
parties from Ashland and other places 
were present to join their congratulations 
and make merry.  The ceremony took place 
at five o’clock and was performed after the 
Jewish ritual by the Jewish Rabbi of 
Ashland.  After the ceremony a reception 
was held followed by a supper and dancing.  
Nothing was lacking to make the occasion a 
happy and joyous one and the happy 
couple start out on the matrimonial sea with 
every promise of felicity and a prosperous 
voyage.  After the wedding tour Mr. and 
Mrs. Kramer will settle down in Iron 
Mountain where Mr. K. is engaged in 
business. 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume VII, Number 10 
[Saturday, April 11, 1891], page 1, 
column 3 

 
–The Jewish ceremony “moel” [sic - 

mohel –  A mohel (Hebrew, Aramaic 
mohela, “circumciser”) is a Jewish person 
trained in the practice of brit milah, the 
“covenant of circumcision.”] was performed 
for the first time in Norway on Monday 

morning last at the home of S.J. Schwartz, 
merchant, and was witnessed by a number 
of Jewish church members and others.  
M. Levine[,] of Republic[,] performed the 
ceremony.  Those besides relatives who 
witnessed the ceremony were Messrs. A. 
Lieberthal and M. Oppenheim, Iron 
Mountain; M. Taylor, I. Zuckerman, Dr. 
Wright, Jos. Cox and the junior of this 
paper.  After the ceremony the party were 
[sic – was] joined by Mrs. Lieberthal, Mrs. 
Oppenheim and others who partook of a 
collation of cakes and wines. 

 
The Iron Range, Iron Mountain, Dickinson 

County, Michigan, Volume XIII, Number 
28 [Thursday, October 1, 1891], page 1, 
column 4 

 
SATURDAY, October 3, is the first 

day of the Jewish year, and the occasion 
will be fittingly celebrated by the Jews of 
this city.  Appropriate services will be held 
at the residence of M. Kramer and a rabbi 
from Chicago has been engaged for the 
occasion.  We understand that in the near 
future an attempt will be made to organize 
a Jewish society, and in case this is 
accomplished it is possible that a 
synagogue will be built and a rabbi located 
here to minister to the spiritual needs of 
Iron Mountain Jews. 

 
The Range-Tribune, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 
XVII, Number 14 (Whole Number 849) 
[Saturday, July 27, 1895], page 5, 
column 3 

 
Iron Mountain people of Jewish 

extraction will no longer have to send 
abroad for their meats, Louis Arnold 
having arranged to furnish them.  The 
killing will be supervised by a rabbi. 

 
The Range-Tribune, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 
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XVIII, Number 22 (Whole Number 909) 
[Saturday, September 19, 1896], page 
8, column 2 

 

ATONE FOR THEIR SINS. 
_____ 

 
Jewish Day of Atonement Began 

Wednesday Evening. 
_____ 

 
Long Hours of Fasting. 

 
Wednesday at six o’clock the Jewish 

people of the city began the celebration of 
the Day of Atonement, or Yom Kippur, 
and did neither eat nor drink until Thursday 
at six o’clock.  In the synagogue on the 
second floor of the Spencer block 
services were held Wednesday by the 
Orthodox Jews and not a few of the most 
religious remained there all night in prayer. 

This is the most sacred day of the year 
and all the misdeeds and sins committed 
the last twelve months are supposed to be 
atoned for. 

 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 9, 
Number 14 [Thursday, August 25, 
1904], page 5, column 5 

 

Form a Jewish Colony. 
 

A Jewish colony, the president of 
which is A.W. Rich, of Milwaukee, will 
soon be located on the line of the 
Escanaba & Lake Superior railroad, on 
lands of the I. Stephenson company and 
the Ford River Lumber company.  These 
people are refugees from Russia and 
Poland; they are brought to this country by 
a committee in New York, organized to aid 
the people of the Jewish race who have 
escaped from persecution in Europe and 

need assistance in finding homes in 
America.  The work of this organization 
is divided into two branches:  one 
branch finds employment for Jews who 
are laborers, the other finds land for 
Jews who are farmers. 

 
The Iron Mountain Daily News, Iron 

Mountain, Dickinson County, Michigan, 
Volume 1, Number 147 [Saturday, 
October 1, 1921], page 7, column 2 

 

ROSH HOSHANAH TO BE 
OBSERVED HERE 

_____ 
 

Jews Will Celebrate Their New 
Year in Synagog [sic] on A Street 

 
[This article needs to be transcribed.] 

 

The History of the 
Jewish Community of 

Iron Mountain, Michigan 
1882 - 1975 

by Wendy Russman, 1975 
 
The following article was written by 

Wendy Russman, a member of Anshe 
Knesseth 

Israel Congregation located in Iron 
Mountain, on the western edge of 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The article 
appears as she wrote it in 1975, with added 
information and an updated conclusion.  A 
special thanks to Donna Minsky, resident of 
Iron Mountain for her assistance. 

 
The story of Iron Mountain’s Jewish 

community is similar to histories of Jewish 
communities in small towns all over the 
Midwest.  Iron Mountain lies in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan on the Wisconsin 
border, 300 miles directly north of Chicago.  
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Green Bay, Wisconsin, 100 miles away, is 
the closest city with an active Jewish 
community. 

In 1975, the Iron Mountain area had a 
population of about 15,000; of these, 17 
families (approximately 50 people) were 
Jewish.  Today, those numbers have 
dwindled dramatically:  less than 9,000 call 
the area home, and there are just 10 
Jewish residents left in the area, according 
to Donna Minsky, a 17-year member of 
Anshe Knesseth Israel. 

A Mining Town from the Start 
Iron ore was discovered in the area in 

1878 and by late 1880 several mines were 
in operation.  Swedish, Italian, Finnish and 
Cornish immigrants, to name a few of the 
groups, poured into the area to work in the 
mines.  At the same time, severe pogroms 
and economic restrictions were forcing 
hundreds of thousands of Jews to flee 
Eastern Europe.  Like other ethnic groups, 
the Jews arrived in the United States 
anxious to begin a new life. 

One of the few livelihoods allowed Jews 
in Eastern Europe had been that of peddler 
and many continued this occupation in the 
new country.  Those in New York peddled 
from small pushcarts on the Lower East 
Side, but in the Midwest there were mainly 
small farming communities which needed 
goods.  Jewish peddlers were a common 
sight travelling from town to town, selling 
whatever items they could fit into the two 
large suitcases they carried. 

Immediately recognizing the 
tremendous potential market in the mining 
boom towns, peddlers from Chicago and 
Milwaukee began travelling to the Upper 
Peninsula, spending several weeks 
peddling clothing and dry goods in the 
various communities, then returning to their 
base city in order to gather more goods and 
spend time with their families. 

By 1884, there were nearly 8,000 
people in what would become Iron 
Mountain (the town was incorporated in 

1887), and a few of these peddlers decided 
it was economically feasible to open 
permanent stores in town.  Sam Rusky, 
who had been one of these travelling 
peddlers, was sent by his wholesaler to 
establish a dry goods store and thus 
became one of the first Jewish merchants 
in Iron Mountain. 

In 1890, at least 30 Jewish families lived 
in Iron Mountain.  Most of these Eastern 
European immigrants (Poland, Russia and 
Lithuania) had originally settled in Chicago 
or Milwaukee and left peddling to settle in 
the U.P.  All were Orthodox, keeping strict 
Kashrut and holding weekly minions in their 
shul, a room above a downtown store for 
which a monthly rent of $10 was paid. 

One of the more observant men served 
as shochet in order to provide kosher meat 
for the community.  There was no need for 
rabbi at this time as most of the men were 
knowledgeable enough to lead services. 

Remembering anti-Semitism in Eastern 
Europe, the Jewish merchants – for the 
most part – were careful to be fair and 
honest businessmen.  Not only did they 
police themselves, but also kept an eye on 
the travelling peddlers to ensure the 
reputation of the Jews in town wasn’t 
tarnished.  One time, a Jewish peddler 
passing through town was arrested and 
jailed for illegal business dealings.  The 
Jews in town immediately posted bail and 
shipped him out of town on the next train 
with strict warnings never to return. 

Because of this integrity, the Jews were 
well liked by the Gentiles, and their religious 
practices were respected.  In fact, when 
Jewish peddlers went around the 
countryside, the Swedish farmers would 
have boiled eggs ready for them, the only 
food observant Jews would eat in a non-
kosher home.  Not wishing to break the 
rules of kashrut, these peddlers often 
existed for days on a diet of hard boiled 
eggs until they arrived in a community 
where they could be invited to someone’s 
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home for a “good kosher meal.”  In Iron 
Mountain, the home was often that of the 
Rusky family, one of the largest in town. 

On Shabbat, peddlers were well taken 
care of, as all of the Jewish families vied for 
the privilege of having a guest at their 
Shabbas table.  Small town Jews 
developed much differently than their big-
city counterparts.  Being few in number, 
they lived among non-Jews, not in their little 
ghettos, and were quickly accepted into the 
community.  Despite all indications that total 
assimilation should have occurred, a strong 
Jewish identity was maintained. 

Nevertheless, adaptations had to be 
made in their lifestyles.  One unique 
example concerns the observance of 
Shabbat in the early 20th century.  Friday 
night and Saturday were the busiest 
shopping days of the week.  Miners 
received their paychecks and farmers came 
into town to do their weekly shopping.  It 
was economically infeasible to close shop 
for the Sabbath, yet being observant, the 
Jews of Iron Mountain found a compromise 
that allowed them to conduct business yet 
honor their faith:  services were held Friday 
night after the stores had closed and 
Saturday morning before they opened.  
They walked to shul (refusing to ride on 
Shabbas) and had “Shabbas Goys” light 
their stoves. 

Anshe Knesseth Israel Congregation 
While the Jews were accepted and well 

liked, the adults rarely or never mixed 
socially with the Gentiles.  Their children, 
on the other hand, intermingled freely.  In 
fact, Jewish children rarely hung around 
together, preferring to play with their other 
friends instead.  The problems of dating 
varied from family to family and some 
teenagers dated non-Jews although 
incidents of intermarriage were very low.  In 
the early 1900s, it was quite a problem to 
meet other young Jewish people.  One 
solution was a series of parties and picnics 
held in different U.P. communities to which 

Jewish teens and young adults from across 
the U.P. and northern Wisconsin came.  
Many marriages were thus made. 

As the saying goes, “if you have three 
Jews, two will start their own synagogues 
and the third will refuse to join either.”  Iron 
Mountain was no exception.  Around the 
turn of the century, a group of men decided 
they wanted a less Orthodox service and 
began a second minyon.  Unfortunately, the 
Jewish community possessed only one 
Torah which was kept in the home of the 
most observant man in town.  The 
breakaway group, led by M. Taylor, trooped 
into this man’s home and demanded that 
their minyon be given the Torah.  Naturally 
this demand was refused because the 
original minyon wanted the Torah for their 
own services.  Supporters for both groups 
were summoned and a verbal battle 
ensued. M. Taylor, who happened to be the 
deputy sheriff, threatened to arrest those 
who stood in his way of access to the 
Torah. 

With the injustice of their Eastern 
European experience still fresh in their 
minds, the Orthodox men, not sure whether 
Taylor would make good on his threat or 
not, relinquished possession of the scroll.  
A second Torah was ordered from Chicago 
but within several years the two minyons 
were reunited. 

Minor holidays were observed by only a 
few of the old religious men but most 
worshipped at shul on the Sabbath.  
Everyone attended Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur services.  Strictly in Hebrew 
and with women seated separately, children 
were typically less than enthused.  “The 
services were long, the benches were hard.  
If you made one sound or started squirming 
you were rewarded by a klop on the head.” 

A common practice in Eastern European 
shuls was the bidding of money for High 
Holy Day aliyahs and like many other 
customs, this was brought over to the 
United States.  As this was one of the major 
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sources of income for the Iron Mountain 
congregation, everyone was generous and 
the bidding was vigorous.  It was 
understood, however, that maftir Aliyah 
always went to Mr. Sackim, the wealthiest 
merchant in town, and he always bid a very 
generous sum for this honor. 

One year, a wealthy traveling peddler 
happened to be in town for the High Holy 
Days and, being unversed in local 
traditions, he decide to bid for the maftir 
aliyah.  As the local people watched in 
horror, the peddler proceeded to bid against 
Mr. Sackim.  The price rose higher and 
higher, along with Mr. Sackim’s blood 
pressure, and everyone sat holding their 
breath, waiting to see what would happen.  
The price was up to $200 (no small sum of 
money in those days), and Mr. Sackim was 
ready to strangle the stranger when the 
peddler finally conceded defeat and Mr. 
Sackim got his traditional aliyah. 

In 1908 it was decided that the Jewish 
community needed a shul of their own.  At 
first, the newly formed congregation met in 
the First National Bank building.  When a 
group of Swedish Methodists who had 
outgrown their little white church on Iron 
Mountain Street put the building up for sale, 
the congregation bought it and then moved 
it to its present site on Kimberly Avenue 
and West A Street.  Renaming it 
Congregation Anshe Knesseth Israel, they 
added a balcony for the women and 
constructed a big, red mikva (ritual bath) in 
the basement. It is said that the Gentile 
workmen who were remodeling the building 
marveled about the “new Jewish church 
with the swimming pool in the basement.”  
Prior to this, women desiring to use a 
mikvah had to travel 70 miles to Marinette, 
Wisconsin.  The bimah was placed in the 
center of the sanctuary, as was traditional 
in Eastern European shuls, and the hard 
wooden benches were moved to the new 
building. 

About this time, a major change was 
taking place in the composition of the 
Jewish community.  Although Jewish 
merchants had been doing well in their 
businesses, many began to feel that a small 
town did not possess the proper 
atmosphere in which to raise a Jewish 
family.  Over a period of about 10 to 15 
years most of the original Jewish settlers 
sold their businesses and moved to larger 
cities.  Very few of the Jewish families who 
resided in Iron Mountain by the late 20th 
century had roots dating back to these 
original settlers. 

The Jewish community did not 
disappear though.  A new wave of Jewish 
settlers arrived from Russia and Poland.  
Many of these new families were members 
of the Cohodas clan and had come to 
Marinette soon after arriving in the United 
States where relatives assisted the new 
immigrants in establishing businesses in 
towns throughout the U.P. and northern 
Wisconsin.  A large percentage of the 
Jewish families who live in these areas 
today are decendants of the Cohodases. 

At the same time, the Jewish 
atmosphere was changing.  As the older, 
more religious generation died, their 
children began to slacken in their 
observances.  Some of the younger 
couples did not keep Kosher and many 
young people began to eat trayf (non-
Kosher foods) outside their homes.  A rabbi 
was now employed by the community who 
conducted weekly services, taught religious 
classes and served as shochet. 

Iron Mountain was not the most 
desirable location for a rabbi and many 
came and went.  Most stayed for only a few 
years, were not very learned and some 
were very undesirable characters. As a 
result, religious and Hebrew education was 
erratic. 

One notable exception in the 1920s was 
Rabbi Brandhandler, of Tronheim, Norway. 
Well-loved by the community, he remained 
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for many years, spending afternoons 
studying Hebrew and Torah with school-
aged boys getting them ready for their Bar 
Mitzvahs.  Girls received their Jewish 
education at home, typically from their 
mothers and learned to deal with the 
maintenance of a good Jewish home.  The 
congregation built and furnished a home for 
Rabbi Brandhandler in 1922. 

Boom Time 
In the 1930s, some of the younger 

women began to sit downstairs during 
services (in a separate section) although 
older women continued to use the balcony.  
The basement was remodeled in 1938 to 
include a much-needed meeting place.  
Slowly but surely, the Jews were becoming 
less orthodox and adopting more 
assimilated lifestyles.  Most of the adults 
still continued to socialize only with fellow 
Jews, but younger couples had begun to 
break this taboo. 

The population of Jewish children and 
teens was quite large and dating between 
Jews and non-Jews had increased 
significantly.  Fearing eventual 
intermarriage, Jewish parents made special 
efforts to organize Jewish (mostly Zionist) 
activities and clubs for their children.  
Picnics and parties were held throughout 
the area. 

Most memorable were the fiery Zionist 
orators who traveled throughout the country 
giving impassioned pleas for donations of 
money to support Palestine settlers.  Large 
sums were always raised by Iron Mountain 
residents.  It’s not clear whether the small 
town Jews were as strongly pro-Zionist as 
the sums of money collected might indicate, 
but it was a nice excuse for community get-
togethers and opportunities for young 
people to meet one another. 

The main youth organization formed 
under these auspices was the Masada 
Club.  Rabbi K. Fischer arrived in the early 
1930s and remained in Iron Mountain for 
seven years.  Under his guidance, and 

together with his wife, community 
organizations such as chapters of B’nai 
B’rith and Hadassah were organized. 

Although loved by his congregants and 
the community, Jews were beginning to 
leave Iron Mountain and this time, there 
were no new immigrants to replace them.  
By 1938, when Rabbi Fischer left, there 
were not enough Jews to warrant a full-time 
rabbi.  The last full-time rabbi to preside 
over the congregation was Rabbi Laurence 
Daien, of Winnipeg, Canada who stayed 
only a year. 

By the 1940s, that large group of young 
children had grown up.  They would be the 
last large generation of Jews to reside in 
the area. 

By 1948, the congregation had shrunk 
to approximately 20 loyal and devoted 
families who decided a synagogue remodel 
was in order.  The balcony, unused for 
years, was converted to a storage room, 
the bimah was removed from the center of 
the room and replaced by a newer one in 
front of the sanctuary.  New carpet was 
installed and soft seating replaced the 
infamous wooden benches.  The mikvah 
had long ceased to function and had been 
removed some 20 years earlier.  The 
Masada Club worked together to panel the 
basement/social hall.  Services were held 
only on high holidays when a chazzan 
would come into town to lead. 

The generation of adults who had been 
subjected to Iron Mountain’s version of 
religious training were not as well learned 
as their fathers and services became more 
observatory and less participatory.  After 
the remodeling, women began to sit with 
their husbands, and except for the use of 
the Orthodox Siddur (prayer book), services 
were Conservative for all practical 
purposes. 

A Small Community Holding on to its 
Roots 

In the years since, the community has 
continued to reduce in size.  By 1975, the 
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families who remained had the benefit of 
full religious services only on the High Holy 
Days and for the occasional Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah.  Children traveled 100 miles to 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, twice a month for 
their bar and bat mitzvah education.  A 
rabbi or chazzan would then come to Iron 
Mountain for the big day.  The congregation 
gathered for community dinners on 
Chanukah, Simchat Torah and Purim and 
16 women were still very active with the 
local Hadassah chapter. 

Today, the handful of Jewish residents 
gather once a month for Shabbat services 
and an oneg and, during the high holidays, 
members read from siddurs (prayer books) 
and pray under the leadership of Dr. Zevitz, 
one of the 10 local Jewish residents. 

Donna Minsky, who moved from 
Chicago to Iron Mountain 17 years ago with 
her husband, doesn’t know what the future 
holds for the congregation.  “It’s really 
difficult.  As beautiful as it is (in Iron 
Mountain), we can’t get people to come up 
here.  Money to pay the electric and gas 
bills is hard to come by.  But, we keep it 
going.” 

Concluding her article, Russman had 
many of the same hopes and fears as 
Minsky. 

“Judging by life style, it would appear 
that Iron Mountain’s Jews have totally 
assimilated, yet this is far from the truth.  In 
a small town it is extremely difficult to lose 
your Jewish identity nor is there any reason 
to do so,” wrote Russman. Unlike large 
cities were Jews had to assimilate in order 
to ‘fit in’ and be accepted by society, 
“people in a small town are accepted for 
what they are.  Everyone knows everyone 
else and people are judged for their 
personal qualities not their cultural or 
religious practices. 

Jews in Iron Mountain are presently 
active in many community organizations 
and have served as leaders of service 
organizations such as Rotary, Lions and 

Masons.  They have held positions on the 
school board, hospital board, American Red 
Cross and many others. 

At the same time, the Jews do not 
attempt to hide or deny their Judaism.  “We 
are part of the community, yet are also 
proudly and actively Jewish.  In a small 
town, the two do not have to be mutually 
exclusive.” 

Russman predicted that the Jewish 
community of Iron Mountain would not exist 
in 40 years.  Nearly 35 years after she 
wrote this community history, Minsky hopes 
that Russman will be proved wrong.  Time 
will tell, but the story of the Jewish pioneers 
of Iron Mountain shall not go forgotten. 

Sources 
“Small Town Jewry.” Jewish Heritage. 

Vol. 15, No. 2, (Winter 1974) 
“A History of Iron Mountain, Michigan” 

by Mrs. A. Stiles, Mrs. I. Unger, Mrs. O. 
Davidson, 

Mrs. L. Amidon. An original report 
presented by the authors at a meeting of 
the Women’s 

Club on February 20, 1974. 
Personal interviews with: 
Esau Cohodes 
Morris Cohodes 
Philip Cohodes 
Ellen Cohodes Fagan 
Alfred Miller 
Gertrude Rusky Simon 

 
LEBANESE/SYRIANS 

 
Iron Mountain Central Historic District 

Application 2013 – Part III.  Ethnic 
Heritage – Lebanese-Syrians 

by Robert O. Christensen 

National Register Coordinator 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Lansing, Michigan 

 

Families originally from the Middle 
Eastern Ottoman province of Syria played a 
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significant role in downtown Iron Mountain’s 
development and business activity 
beginning in the early twentieth century. 
“Syria” prior to the end of the Ottoman 
Empire in 1917 was a larger area than the 
present nation of the same name; it 
included, in addition to today’s Syria, part of 
Turkey, present-day Lebanon, and 
“Palestine” – today’s Israel, Jordan, the 
West Bank, and Gaza. Within Ottoman 
Syria in 1861 a part of what is now the 
nation of Lebanon was set apart as Mount 
Lebanon.  Mount Lebanon differed from 
most of the empire in having a substantial 
non-Moslem population of Christians of the 
Eastern Rite sects (Hitti, Syrians, 35-37). 
Beginning in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century and continuing until 
1924 when immigration from the region to 
the United States was largely cut off by new 
restrictive American immigration policies, 
thousands of “Syrians” – more than half 
from Mount Lebanon alone – migrated to 
America, establishing a small presence 
widely distributed across the country. An 
estimated 110,000 Arabic-speaking 
immigrants, nearly all from Syria, migrated 
to the United States between 1881 and 
1914, and another 16,000 between then 
and 1924 (Hooglund, 3; Khalaf, 20). The 
immigrants, like the population in general, 
were largely Christians of the Eastern Rite 
sects, primarily Maronites, who accepted 
the Roman Catholic pope as spiritual leader 
but had their own liturgy, and Greek 
Orthodox (Hitti, Syrians, 35-39; Naff, 41-
43). By 1910 more than half of the Syrian 
immigrants were concentrated in the states 
of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Ohio, largely in the industrial cities – 
but they also formed notable communities 
in the industrial cities and towns of 
Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
New Jersey, and Rhode Island.  The 1920 
federal census showed Detroit with the 
nation’s second largest Syrian community 
(after New York City), numbering 3858, but 

small Syrian communities developed in 
many of the Lower Peninsula’s growing 
industrial cities and in the western Upper 
Peninsula mining towns as well (Hitti, 
Syrians, 67). 

Naff (77) suggests that Syrian 
immigration to the United States may have 
been set in motion with the 1876 Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia. She cites 
evidence that the empire’s government 
encouraged peddlers, including ones from 
Mount Lebanon, to sell their goods at the 
fair as part of the Turkish exhibit, and that 
Syrians were present at Philadelphia. Philip 
K. Hitti, the first historian of Syrians in 
America, stated that the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago really 
constituted “the first general bugle call to 
the land of opportunity,” with traders from 
Jerusalem and Ramallah being especially 
active in marketing olive wood articles and 
other curios there (Syrians, 48). 

Hitti and Khalaf cite as key causes for 
the development of this migration from 
Mount Lebanon itself demographics and 
economic conditions – a growing population 
and few economic opportunities in a land 
unsuitable for agriculture, with no mineral 
wealth and little industry. The opening of 
the Suez Canal in 1869, providing a more 
direct sea connection to the Orient, 
destroyed the overland commercial traffic 
that had passed through Syria and all but 
destroyed the formerly important silk 
industry by greatly expanding the market for 
cheaper oriental silk. 

Hitti and others cite as reasons for 
emigration from Syria (Hitti, Syrians, 48-56; 
Khalaf, 24-33; Naff, 82-92): 

 Political causes – lack of freedom, 
governmental corruption, and high 
taxation under the Ottomans. 

 Sectarian violence – Christians formed a 
minority in Syria and suffered from 
sectarian violence from time to time, 
particularly in the 1841-60 period; Mount 
Lebanon was established as a semi-
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autonomous Christian enclave region 
within Syria in 1861 as a result of 
European intervention following a 
particularly severe outbreak of Ottoman-
instigated violence in 1860 in which an 
estimated 11,000 Christians were 
massacred (Hitti, Syria, 224-26; Naff, 
28-29). The legacy of persecution was 
likely an important factor in encouraging 
emigration. 

 Military conscription – Christians, 
previously spared the empire’s 
otherwise universal military conscription, 
became subject to it under a new 
constitution adopted in 1908; escaping 
conscription became a factor in 
emigration after that. 

 Indirect influence of missionary activities 
– American missionaries acquainted 
people with the English language and 
with American geography, history, and 
methods of life, drawing a picture of a 
better life. 

 Also serving as inducements to 
migration were the successful 
immigrants to America who returned to 
Syria with stories and material evidence 
of their success in the golden land. 
Growing numbers of tourists and also 
steamship agents also spread stories of 
opportunity in America. 
Writing in the early 1920s, Hitti stated 

that “The Syrian is a trader wherever and 
whenever he can be, and a laborer only 
where he must be. But in either case, he is 
industrious, acquisitive, and frugal, and 
therefore almost always economically 
independent” (Syrians, 69). The earliest 
Syrian immigrants, whether from Mount 
Lebanon or other parts of Ottoman Syria, 
were almost exclusively youthful males who 
came to America planning to make money 
peddling and return home. Early traders 
were typically traveling pack-peddlers and 
offered religious items, notions, and laces. 
But women were soon recognized as an 
asset in a trade that catered largely to 

women on rural farms; thus the migration 
pattern soon came to include families who 
planned to stay permanently. Hitti found 
that by the 1920s Syrians in America 
tended to be dry goods or lace merchants, 
grocers or confectioners, or peddlers – not 
the pack-peddlers of the early days but 
salesmen or women who carried sample 
bags from which regular women customers 
could order household necessities more 
cheaply than from regular stores (Hitti, 
Syrians, 70; Naff, 128-46). 

The pioneers of the Iron Mountain 
Lebanese-Syrian community seem to have 
been mainly members of the Khoury and 
Jacobs families. Many of the early Iron 
Mountain members of these families were 
actually from a single extended Lebanese 
family known as the Makdissi or Makdeski 
in their home country. Immigration clerks 
through miscommunication imposed the 
Khoury and Jacobs names the families 
have used since their arrival in the United 
States. 

One of the first arrivals in Iron Mountain 
was likely Abraham or Abe Khoury (c. 
1866-1941), who came to Iron Mountain 
about 1887 according to his obituary 
(News, 3/14/1941). Like other early 
Lebanese-Syrian arrivals, his name does 
not appear in the local directories until 
much later – the 1902 directory lists an A. 
Khoury, perhaps him, with occupation 
shown as peddler. His wife, Mary (Khoury) 
Khoury (c. 1872-1932), came to Iron 
Mountain when she was about twenty years 
old – about 1892. Four of her brothers also 
settled in Iron Mountain. 

John Isaac Khoury (1876-1917) and 
Tagau Y. “Margaret” (Brady) Khoury 
(1880-1955) were also early “Syrian” 
settlers in Iron Mountain. Mrs. Khoury was 
born in Zahle in the Mount Lebanon area in 
what is now the central part of Lebanon. A 
1950 newspaper story stated that Mrs. 
Khoury (later Mrs. Sam Jacobs) arrived in 
the United States in 1893 (News, 
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5/13/1950). They were married in Iron 
Mountain in 1900 (News, 5/13/1950, 
11/14/1955). 

Brothers Abe, Sam, and Jacob Jacobs 
were also among the earliest Lebanese 
residents of Iron Mountain. The Jacobs 
were from Fiah (now Fiaa or Fih), located 
about ten miles west-southwest of Tripoli in 
today’s Lebanon. In 1939 Sam and Jacob 
were part of a gathering of 200 natives of 
the town, “all related by blood or marriage,” 
who gathered in Iron Mountain with the 
intention of forming an organization. Jacob 
was designated general chairmen, with 
Sam to “assist” (News, 8/12/1939). Abe 
and Samuel are both listed in the first, 
1892 Iron Mountain directory, Abe as a 
store clerk and Samuel simply as a boarder 
residing on W. Brown. Abe moved to 
Crystal Falls, where he eventually owned a 
candy store, but later moved back to Iron 
Mountain (Miller, 74-75, 249, 262).  Sam 
moved to the Crystal Falls area but also 
returned to Iron Mountain, reportedly in 
1920. 

A biographical sketch of Jacob N. 
Jacobs published in the 1980 Iron River 
area history states that he “came to this 
country in 1888 with his father, Nicholas 
Jacobs.” The sketch narrates a story of trial 
and tribulation with similarities to what other 
Lebanese-Syrians experienced, and 
ultimate success through persistence and 
determination. Beginning with a sea voyage 
where, because of inexperience with the 
language, they arrived in New Orleans 
rather than the intended New York, they set 
off on foot along the railroads north and 
arrived in Chicago after sixty days. 
Migrating to Milwaukee and Green Bay, 
they then came to Iron Mountain, where 
Nicholas’ wife joined them in 1898. The 
family returned to Lebanon in 1900, where 
Jacob married Nora Makdeski. In 1902 
they returned to Iron Mountain. The 1907 
directory lists J. N. Jacob, with wife Nora, 
as a peddler.  In 1907 the family moved to 

Crystal Falls, where Jacob with Sam 
founded a jewelry store that was still in 
operation in 1980 (Bernhardt, 404; Miller, 
249, containing Jacobs Bros., jewelry, in 
1913 list of Crystal Falls businesses). 

Iron Mountain’s Lebanese-Syrian 
community has never been large in terms of 
the city’s overall population, but members 
of the community – particularly members of 
the Khoury and Jacobs families – have 
played a major role in Iron Mountain’s 
business district in terms of owning 
businesses and commercial buildings. A 
number of buildings in the business district 
have housed businesses owned by the 
city’s Lebanese-Syrian community. While 
buildings at 215, 409, and 431 S. 
Stephenson that housed early twentieth-
century Khoury-owned businesses that 
primarily offered fruit and confectionary 
have been demolished, a number of 
buildings associated with old Lebanese-
Syrian businesses survive. For example: 

 No. 535 S. Stephenson, one of the 
downtown’s oldest buildings, housed 
one of two fruit and confectionary stores 
along Stephenson owned by Michael 
Khoury, one of the sons of John Isaac 
and Tagau Khoury, for a period in the 
1910s. Later, from 1946 to 1980, 
another Khoury enterprise, the City 
Fruit Market, occupied the building.  
William Khoury, one of Abraham and 
Mary (Khoury) Khoury’s children, with 
wife Mary (Carom) and sister Evelyn 
(Khoury) Vercella and her husband 
Peter, established the store in 1946, but 
William and Mary soon bought out the 
Vercellas.  The store branched out into 
souvenirs, gifts, moccasins, etc., over 
the years. 

 No. 319 S. Stephenson contained 
another important early Khoury 
commercial enterprise, the Boston 
Store. This clothing store was 
established by John I. Khoury 
sometime after 1904 and closed in 1915 
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when Khoury lost his lease and had to 
liquidate. 

 No. 100 East B was occupied by a 
restaurant owned by members of the 
Jacobs family during the 1950s. Mykle 
or Myke Jacobs and sister Ann De 
Rosier, children of Abe and Nazira 
Jacobs, opened their Jacobs 
Restaurant in 1952. By 1959 brother 
Robert Jacobs was running the 
restaurant. 
But the downtown’s surviving building 

with the longest association with the 
community is the early wooden store 
building at 305 S. Stephenson. Built in the 
early 1880s, it housed Khoury businesses 
(and for a time family members) from about 
1910 down at least to the 1960s. The 1913 
directory (the first since 1908) shows the 
occupant as one of Michael Khoury’s two 
fruit and confectionary stores (the other at 
535, as noted above). The 1925 directory 
still shows Michael Khoury’s 
fruit/confectionary store, and also Michael 
and Mary Khoury living there along with 
clerks in the store, Albert, Anna, Rose, 
and Samuel Khoury – some or all of them 
children of Abraham and Mary (Khoury) 
Khoury. By 1930 the business was being 
called Khoury’s Candy Kitchen. The 1935 
directory lists Abraham and Mary 
(Khoury) Khoury’s son Samuel A. 
Khoury, confectioner. By 1939 it was 
Khoury’s Beer Garden, and in 1947 
Khoury’s Restaurant, both operated by 
Samuel. In 1948-49 Samuel A. Khoury 
renovated the restaurant into Khoury’s 
Cocktail Lounge. 

The community not only owned 
businesses in the downtown but also built 
several of the downtown’s commercial 
buildings. The first of these was the Jacobs 
Building at 407-09 S. Stephenson (a 
previous building at this site that housed a 
Khoury fruit/confectionary store had 
burned in 1915). Sam Jacobs and wife 
Tagau (Khoury) Jacobs had the building 

constructed in 1923-24. Lewis C. Reimann 
traces Sam Jacobs’ career in his When 
Pine Was King. Reimann states that 
Jacobs opened a saloon at Crystal Falls 
but closed it after a street fight that began in 
the saloon resulted in a death, and that 
Sam with his brother (he must be referring 
to Jacob) then opened the jewelry store in 
Crystal Falls. Sam’s function was to make 
the rounds of the area’s lumber camps 
selling jewelry and taking broken watches, 
etc., back to town for repair. “By 1920,” 
Reimann states, “he had enough money to 
start a jewelry shop of his own in Iron 
Mountain…” (Reimann, 109-10). 

Reimann is anything but a “scholarly” 
source, lacking footnotes and bibliography, 
but his history accords with pieces of 
information from other sources. The 
Mansfield Township Centennial, 1891-
1991, lists Sam Jacobs’, in operation in 
1905, as one of the saloons at the 
Mansfield Mine Location near Crystal Falls 
(87), and Miller cites the 1913 Crystal Falls 
business directory listing the Jacobs Bros. 
jewelry store (249). Jacobs and Tagau 
(Khoury) Khoury, John Isaac Khoury’s 
widow, were married in 1920, three years 
after John Isaac Khoury’s death. The 
move to Iron Mountain and the 
establishment of his own jewelry store may 
have dated from that time. 

Sam and Tagau Jacobs’ Jacobs 
Building, 407-09 S. Stephenson, housed 
their own businesses plus rental 
commercial and office space. Sam Jacobs 
moved his jewelry shop from a location on 
West B into quarters in the building’s 
second story and ran it until he retired in 
1931 or 32. Mrs. Jacobs ran her The Grey 
Shop, an imported linens business she 
later expanded to include women’s apparel, 
upstairs as well until 1953 (Cummings, 
Business District, 168; News, 5/13/1950, 
7/18/1953). The 1935 directory lists 
Samuel J. Khoury’s billiard parlor and 
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the 1939 and later ones his Avenue Bar in 
the building’s basement. 

Khoury family members built two 
substantial downtown buildings in the early 
post World War II years. The Khoury 
Building at 205-07 E. Hughitt (now 
Blackstone Pizza) was built in 1947-48. 
Newspaper articles report that the building 
was constructed for brothers Samuel, 
Michael, Nick, and Isaac J. Khoury, but 
Don Khoury, whose father was Samuel, 
states that their mother, Tagau (Khoury) 
Jacobs, was really the owner. The building, 
perhaps the most stylish of the city’s new 
commercial buildings constructed in the 
decade after the war, was built as a rental 
property that could house one or two 
businesses. 

Another Khoury Building at 301 S. 
Stephenson was also built in 1947-48 as an 
income store and office building for Samuel 
A. Khoury, who had bought the property, 
located next door to his restaurant (later 
cocktail lounge) at 305 Stephenson, in 
1943. The property then contained a fire-
damaged wooden building. The Khourys 
sold the new building to two of the 
building’s office tenants, accountant 
Clement F. Fleury and dentist Dr. 
Theodore B. Fornetti, in 1955 (News, 
7/8/1943, 3/17/1955). 

A fourth downtown building built by the 
Lebanese-Syrian community is the former 
Red Owl Supermarket (now the St. 
Vincent DePaul Store) at 117 West A. 
Mrs. Nazira Jacobs, widow of Abe 
Jacobs, had the building constructed in 
1957 at a cost of $104,000. Mrs. Jacobs 
leased the building, planned for Red Owl by 
the company’s in-house designers, to the 
chain. A newspaper story reported that son 
Myke Jacobs negotiated the deal. James 
F. Jacobs, manager of a Red Owl store in 
Kingsford since 1954, became the manager 
of the new store (News, 6/21 and 
6/28/1957; 1/20/1958). 

Finally, a list of downtown Iron Mountain 
buildings associated with the city’s 
Lebanese-Syrian community is incomplete 
without including the Downtown Plaza 
(originally United States National Bank) 
Building, 427 Stephenson. Since about 
1980 a major tenant of the building’s 
downstairs commercial space has been 
Wishing Well, a gift shop owned by Don 
Khoury, a member of the third generation 
of Lebanese in the city. Khoury opened his 
first shop nine years earlier in the back part 
of a building at the corner of Stephenson 
and A where City Hall now stands and 
moved after two and one-half years to the 
Khoury Building at 205-07 E. Hughitt 
before moving into the Downtown Plaza 
(Don Khoury, 8/10/2012).  

 
MIDDLE EASTERN 

 
NATIVE AMERICANS 

 
My Reminiscences by Rafael Pumpelly, 

New York:  Henry Holt and Company, 
1918, Volume II, pages 576-577 

 
[1867] 

… 
Instead of going up the Michigamme I 

set out with a light bark canoe for a rapid 
voyage down the Menominee to its mouth, 
and thence by rail to Marquette.  We 
started from a little isolated Indian 
village called Badwater.  Here some 
Indians had built several log huts in the 
midst of some hundreds of acres of fertile 
land – all of it, except three or four acres, 
covered with a grand forest.  They raised 
some of the northern maize called “squaw” 
corn, and the women showed with pride 
some fine potatoes. 

I had been there before, and they knew 
me, and when I appeared there now they 
exclaimed:  “Bid-wey-wey-Gizjek!  Bid-wey-
wey-Gizjek!” 
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When I asked what they were saying, 
one of my Indians said that was the name 
they had given me.  It meant “Sounding 
Sky.” 

“Why do they call me that,” I asked. 
He asked the old man of the group.  I 

saw an expression of sadness on the faces 
about me as the answer was given: 

“”These Indians try do same as white 
man.  They make house and plant crop.  
They think they always live here.  The land 
is good, heap fish, heap deer, heap beaver, 
and mink and marten, heap fur.  Now they 
say they see you take all land.  They think 
you take their land.  Yes, they heap sad.” 

“Well,” I said, “what has that got to do 
with the name they call me?” 

“They think you thunder that come 
before storm.” 

So I was the “rumbling of the coming 
storm.” 

The tract was an odd numbered section, 
and I told him to tell the Indians that no one 
could take that during the next few years, 
and that I would not take it from them; and I 
added that I would try, if possible, to have it 
secured to them once and for all. 

They were very grateful.  After a 
consultation among themselves an old 
squaw went off and came back with a gift.  
The group gathered near, as she proudly 
handed it to me.  It was a freak of three 
potatoes united to form a veritable phallus.  
The old men smiled, and the women, old 
and young, giggled.  My interpreter said, 
“They say this bring you heap papoose.”  In 
return for the mascot I made them all happy 
with tobacco. 

… 
 

“Reminiscences of the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan” by F.W. Hyde, Clintonville, 
Wis., Proceedings of the Lake Superior 
Mining Institute, Volume XXI, 1916-
1917, Ishpeming, Michigan:  1917, pp. 
300-307 

 

[1867] 
 

…After remaining in the woods until 
Christmas [1867], and being afraid of the 
deep snows coming on, we decided to start 
for civilization.  Taking a southerly course 
through the woods, we reached the 
Menominee river, a few miles north of 
Bad Water, an Indian village, where there 
were between one and two hundred 
Chippewa Indians living.  It being a bitter 
cold day, we stopped at one of the 
wigwams to get warm and see if we could 
get something to eat.  Having a small 
allowance of flour with us, we made the 
squaw understand we were hungry and 
wished her to bake us some bread, which 
she readily did, also cutting a nice sirloin of 
venison and cooking it with boiled potatoes 
and onions.  She soon placed before us a 
dinner that would do justice to the most 
expert feminine cook.  Leaving Bad Water 
we took the Indian trail that lead down to 
Sturgeon falls.  That night we camped 
on the pine plains near Lake Antoine. 

The next morning, after crossing the 
lake, we missed the trail, and for this 
reason again took our course through the 
heavy forests, crossing over the high 
ridge where the City of Iron Mountain is 
now located.  After leaving the plains 
south of Lake Antoine the country 
became rolling and was covered with heavy 
growth of white and Norway pine, with very 
little underbrush.  There were thousands of 
deer and this whole section of country 
resembled a sheep ranch.  Late in the 
afternoon we reached the Menominee 
river at Little Quinnesec Falls.  Traveling 
down the river on the ice until long after 
dark we came to an Indian camp.  
Obtaining permission, we stayed with him 
over night.  The Indian[,] who could talk 
some English, told us there was a lumber 
camp just below the Sturgeon Falls, 
which was about two miles down the river.  
This was the farthest up the lumbering had 
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been.  Leaving the Indian early the next 
morning we soon reached the lumber 
camp, where we had breakfast.  From there 
we were three days reaching Menominee. 

 
Journal of George Frederick Seibert 1879, 

Iron Mountain, Michigan:  Mid-Peninsula 
Library Federation, 1976, pages 39-40 

 
May 23d. 

…We passed several wigwams and 
entered one to examine its structure and 
found it nothing different internally from 
those examined by me before.  As I have 
not described one before I’ll try to do so 
now.  A number of straight poles with 
crotches at the apex (is good) are cut and 
then leaned inwards against one center 
post.  Perhaps a small tree or a pole put 
into the ground.  Across these or piled onto 
them are placed either cedar bark taken 
from the trees by cutting a circle clear 
around the tree about a foot above the 
roots and another four feet to six feet above 
the first one, then split down, or hemlock 
boughs are cut and piled up around the 
poles leaving a hole above for the “exit” of 
smoke and another opening left in the side 
for a door.  This with a few balsam boughs 
spread around constitutes a wigwam.  
There is another kind made by bending 
small trees into about the following shape 
and tying them. 
 

[sketch] 
 

I’m not much of an artist, but the above 
is the best I can do, and will have to pass. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 2 [Saturday, January 8, 1881], 
page 3, columns 3-4 

 
AN Indian with an unpronouncable [sic 

– unpronounceable] name, – was rendered 
more indistinct by a thick tongue, – and 

carrying a pair of rather unmanageable, 
buckskin covered legs, endeavored to 
relate to us the history of an encounter, [sic] 
that he had had, [sic] with some terrible wild 
animal in the woods, near Lake Chicagon 
[sic – Chicagoan Lake].  We could not 
make out exactly what kind of a brute it 
was, whether bear, wild cat, or panther 
[mountain lion], – and think it may have 
been the latter.  But we are entirely at fault 
in regard to the sequel, and if we were 
under oath, could not say positively, 
whether the native killed the panther, or the 
panther killed him.  We are inclined to the 
opinion however that if the animal had 
received the same dose that the Indian had, 
when we met him, there would have been 
no chance for a doubt. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 9 [Saturday, February 26, 
1881], page 3, column 3 

 
TOM KING, of Lake Chicagon [sic – 

Chicagoan Lake], informs us that in 
addition to the Mackinaw trout and white 
fish in that sheet of water, that there are 
plenty of herring.  From all accounts Lake 
Chicagon [sic – Chicagoan Lake] must 
be a kind of subdued paradise and we think 
we must emigrate that way soon after the 
pond lillies [sic – lilies] blossom.  
Contemplating these last may invigorate 
our aesthetic tastes and a combined 
acquaintance with the former, may 
stimulate our brain. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 9 [Saturday, February 26, 
1881], page 3, column 4 

 
TOM KING, the last chief of the onece 

[sic – once] powerful tribe of the 
Menominees, called on us the first part of 
the week.  His name shows his mixed 
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blood.  He is apparently a powerful man, 
weighing two hundred pounds or more, and 
is the sole survivor of eight brothers, 
consequently his title is undisputed.  During 
his infancy, he tells us, that the great 
chiefs Oshkosh and Keshena, [sic] 
swayed absolute power over his red 
brethren, but upon his obtaining his 
majority, he was acknowledged head of the 
present remnant of his tribe.  His present 
home is on the borders of the romantic 
Lake Chicagon [sic – Chicagoan Lake], 
where he is keeping a stopping place for 
tourists and travelers.  As he told us his 
history, we seemed to discover a shade of 
sadness overspreading his features, and it 
was in a subdued tone that he told us of the 
fate of his brothers and the fast 
disappearing handful of the powerful tribe, 
who with the Chippeweas [sic – 
Chippewa] – or more properly speaking, 
the Ojibwas – once swayed supreme 
power over this portion of the country.  The 
Ojibwa tribe is forever embalmed in 
eccentric verse by the imaginary legend of 
Hiawatha.  Who will remember the fast 
fading Menominees? 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 12 [Saturday, March 19, 1881], 
page 3, column 3 

CHIEF NE WAUB-NA-KET called on us 
about two o’clock one afternoon lately, staid 
[sic – stayed] about an hour, and then 
dignifiedly bid us “Good night.”  Thus the 
noble “red man” divides his day according 
to the old time record, “the morning and the 
evening made the first day.” 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 12 [Saturday, March 19, 1881], 
page 3, columns 4-6 

No lake in this country has any standing 
in respectable society, unless it has an 

“injun” legend attached to it.  Lately we 
have faithfully and carefully examined the 
records, in the archives of the Indian 
Department, on the shores of the romantic 
Lake Chicagon [sic – Chicagoan Lake], 
and have finally succeeded in ascertaining, 
why our beautiful crystal gem of translucent 
water, on the south side of Florence is 
called Fisher Lake. 

It seems that long years ago, when the 
pine trees bore pine apples and cedar trees 
bore cacoa [sic – cacao] nuts, that there 
dwelt on the banks of this lake, on an 
outcrop of dioritic schist – which 
commanded a magnificent view of the 
turbulent water before him – an ancient 
chieftain of the name Skit-a-wau-boo.  
Around him dwelt a numerous tribe, the 
names of nearly all of whom, we could give 
from the parish register, but as some of 
them are necessarily very long – being in 
the old style of spelling – we shall omit 
putting them in print.  Many decades of 
lunar phenomena, they dwelt in peace and 
contentment.  The waters abounded in 
frogs, ells [sic – eels] and plesiosaurians, 
the forests were filled with megatheriums, 
mastodons, glyptodons, iguanodons, and 
the Indians’ heart was glad.  But at last 
came trouble.  The old chief one day got on 
the war path, and while whooping it up, 
struck a senior deacon of the tribe on the 
snoot and felled him to the ground.  The 
friends of the gray haired patriarch, made a 
split in the party and pronounced the act, 
one of unparalleled atrocity.  A general 
tribulation ensued, which after lasting many 
years, resulted in the complete 
demoralization of Skit-a-wau-boo.  At this 
the great Indian god Hooternoo became 
very wrathful, because of the discord 
among his people and determined to inflict 
a terrible punishment.  Calling up his 
aiddecamp [sic – aide de camp], he ordered 
him to manufacture a lot of the most 
approved and latest style of thunderbolts, 
filled with glukodine:  these he dropped on 
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the heads of the rebellious people, as they 
were assembled in church, theatre or 
skating rink.  The consequence was they 
were nearly all demolished, and for many a 
long year afterwards, ruin and desolation 
brooded over the surface of this charming 
sheet of water.  Finally when but a few 
lingering remnants of the once powerful 
tribe remained, a “pale face” wandered in 
and took up his temporary abode on its 
banks.  Next day he gobbled a canoe 
belonging to one of the remnants, and 
essayed to take a sail in it.  After getting out 
a few rods from shore, retributive justice got 
after him and in the excitement of the 
moment, he dropped his gold mounted 
meerschaum pipe overboard.  As the water 
was clear, he saw it distinctly on the 
bottom, which was apparently not over 
three feet in depth.  “I’ll fish her out,” he 
said aloud as he stepped overboard to 
recover the treasure.  But terrible to relate, 
the treacherous bottom gave way, and he 
disappeared forever from sight.  The owner 
of the canoe had rushed to the bank just in 
time to catch a portion of the words so 
recklessly spoken, which were the center 
ones “fish her.”  After swimming out and 
recovering his canoe and also the pipe, 
acting under the impulse of a superstitious 
feeling, he and the balance of the tribe left 
the diggings – skunned [sic] out.  The 
mysterious words which he had heard the 
white man utter, lingered in his memory, 
and in aftertime when speaking of the 
strange occurrence, he would locate it by 
calling this sheet of water “Fish her” Lake, 
which words as the years rolled on, became 
contracted into “Fisher,” which name it 
bears at the present time. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 35 [Saturday, August 27, 1881], 
page 3, column 4 

 

“LO [Indian] the poor Indian,” was 
observed at Godshall’s hardware store 
the other day, buying – not deadly warlike 
“weepins” [sic – weapons] – but scythes 
and hay rakes, thus literally showing that 
their “swords had been turned into pruning 
hooks” or something of a similar character.  
It is thus that the civilizing influences of 
Florence, [sic] reach even the untutored 
savage. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 37 [Saturday, September 10, 
1881], page 3, column 3 

 
A LEGEND exists in the Indian 

archives at Lake Chicagon [sic – 
Chicagoan Lake], that in the dusky 
labrynths [sic – labyrinths] of time long past, 
a birchen canoe, loaded to the gunwales 
with native silver, from a forgotten mine, in 
the far northwest, undertook to cross the 
stormy waters of Fisher Lake, and that the 
wild waves engulphed [sic – engulfed] the 
same, and that it reposes quietly, at the 
present time, covered over by the crystal 
element.  Experienced divers will be 
engaged to recover the long lost bonanza.  
The treasure trove is said to represent a 
value of $175,000,000, making allowance 
for typographical errors.  The MINING 
NEWS is not connected with the enterprise. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 39 [Saturday, September 24, 
1881], page 3, column 3 

 
AN Indian with a mouth on him like the 

opening of navigation, [sic] came past our 
office door the other day, with as big a load 
of venison on his back as he could 
conveniently carry.  Shortly afterwards we 
saw the same dusky son of the forest, [sic] 
carrying even a bigger load.  The venison 
was gone, but in its place he seemed to 
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have taken some kind of freight, internally, 
which interfered very much with his 
homeward journey.  Some of these parties 
who are furnishing the Indians with return 
loads of this kind [selling liquor to 
Indians] will be brought up with a twist 
some of these days. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 44 [Saturday, October 29, 
1881], page 3, column 3 

 
On Wednesday last the town was 

invaded by a squad of dusky sons of the 
forest.  There is nothing so very unusual 
about this, and THE NEWS would hardly 
deem their presence worthy of notice were 
it not for the fact that they hadn’t been in 
town more than an hour or two before the 
most of them were esthetically weary.  Well, 
we should say so; worse than that, they 
were petrified.  An “Injun” that tackles “Biler” 
avenue’s fluid extract of corn generally 
becomes more or less that way in a short 
time.  But seriously, it is against the laws 
of this state to give liquor to an Indian, 
and probably those among us who do it 
may yet see the time they will regret having 
done so. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 45 [Saturday, November 5, 
1881], page 3, column 5 

 
–Hon. Tom King was the way the name 

of the Chief of the Menominee Indian 
tribe, at Lake Chicagon [sic – Chicagoan 
Lake], was described on the register of the 
Florence House, last Monday. 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 47 [Saturday, November 19, 
1881], page 3, column 4 

 

A VERY picturesque Indian appeared in 
town one bright day this week.  He was 
tatooed [sic – tattooed] on the upper story 
and frescoed on the lower, and and [sic] 
told our reporter confidentially that he 
belonged to the section of the great 
aborigines, known as the Pottawotamies 
[sic – Potawatomi].  He was a grand, fine 
appearing specimen, and had a thrilling 
history, before he filled himself so full of 
fire water as to be unintelligable [sic – 
unintelligible].  Instead of a tomahawk, 
and the traditional quiver, filled with flint 
headed arrows, he carried one of the 
latest improved Whitney rifles and a belt 
of breach loading cartridges.  He was 
merely one of Fenimore Cooper’s heroes 
modernized. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 25 [Saturday, June 17, 1882], 
page 1, column 3 

 
THE Chippewa Indian Troupe will 

exhibit their celebrated genuine, native 
Indian Dance at Juneau’s Opera Hall on 
next Tuesday evening June 20th 1882.  It 
will be one of the most unique and comical 
entertainments that has ever struck the 
town. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 26 [Saturday, June 24, 1882], 
page 1, column 3 

 
THE genuine Chippewa Indian Dance 

at Juneau’s opera house on Tuesday 
evening, was a grand success.  They were 
genuine Indians, with Chief Tom King at 
the head.  In the street parade Tom 
marched ahead, followed by an Indian 
cafrying [sic – carrying] a large American 
flag.  In the train were squaws and younger 
Indians, each carrying smaller flags. 
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The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume II, 
Number 30 [Saturday, July 22, 1882], 
page 3, column 5 

 
COMPLAINTS have been made by a 

chief of this great family regulator, that the 
“injuns” – that is the aborigines, away over 
in Michigan, across the foaming current of 
the romantic Brule, are wantonly 
slaughtering deer by unorthodox methods, 
to wit:  building deer fences of immense 
lengthy and ever so high, behind which the 
lazy red skin lies and pops them over for 
their hides.  Whether this is so or not THE 
MINING NEWS man could not 
conscientiously stand up and say, but if it is, 
it should be stopped, and we think the 
people in the vicinity of the nuisance will 
see that it is suddenly abbreviated. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume 14, Number 28 
[Saturday, June 9, 1883], page 8, 
column 1 

 

Range Items. 
 

–The Chippewas, 300 strong, held 
their annual pow-wow at Chicagoan lake 
last week. – Menominee Range. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 26 [Saturday, June 23, 1883], 
page 8, column 1 

 

Iron River Ripples. 
_____ 

[Special Correspondence.] 
 

Fish are becoming very plentiful in the 
town.  Besides the baskets which are being 
almost daily filled by pleasure parties, the 
Indians are bringing in large supplies from 
the surrounding lakes. 

 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 38 [Saturday, September 22, 
1883], page 8, column 1  

 

Iron River Ripples. 
_____ 

 

[SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.] 
 

Iron River, September 13, 1883. 
EDITOR MINING NEWS: – Dear Sir, I 

have waited some time hoping someone 
else would make a move in regard to the 
wanton and wholesale slaughter of deer in 
the vicinity of Iron River and Sand Lake, 
where the Indians have constructed what is 
termed a “deer fence,” extending a 
distance of eighteen miles and another 
to Lake Chicagoan about twelve miles 
long.  During a period of ten days three 
Indians slaughtered 165 deer, bringing 
their pelts into town and disposing of 
them and leaving their carcasses in the 
woods to decay.  If this continues it will not 
be long before their [sic – there] will not be 
a deer in this section of the country.  Now, 
what I would like to know is, whether there 
is not a law prohibiting such wanton 
slaughter and what steps should be taken 
to put a stop to it.  If you will give this an 
insertion in your valuable paper, you will 
confer an inestimable favor upon one who 
loves hunting but not in the way it is 
practiced in this part of the country.    
SPORTSMAN.  

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 43 [Saturday, October 27, 
1883], page 1, column 6  

 

RED RASCALS. 
 

A couple of drunken Indians belonging 
to the Peddie family, which lives on an 
island in Lac Vieux Desert, raided Jim 
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Campbell’s house on Monday afternoon.  
Campbell was absent at work and Mrs. 
Campbell was terribly alarmed.  They 
drove her out, ransacted [sic – ransacked] 
the house and stole several articles.  After 
leaving, the authorities were notified and 
Coroner Bush surrounded the invaders, 
capturing them with little loss.  Judge 
Foster fined them five dollars and costs, 
which was paid. 

 
The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County, 

Michigan, Volume 15, Number 4 
[Saturday, December 22, 1883], page 8, 
column 1 

 

Range Items. 
 

–A couple of drunken Indians 
smashed Rosenheimer’s window and 
were arrested and fined.  A sober Indian 
notified the saloon men that the money to 
pay the fines must be raised by them or 
they would be prosecuted for selling the 
liquor to the Indians.  The fines will be 
paid. – Norway Iron Chronicle. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IV, 
Number 28 [Saturday, July 12, 1884], 
page 4, column 1 

 

A SPREAD EAGLE SPOOK. 
_____ 

 
Indian Lovers in a Birch Canoe 

Haunt the Beautiful Chain of 
Lakes. 

 
It is not generally known that the Bad 

Water Indians regard the Spread Eagle 
chain o’ lakes as haunted and look upon 
them with mingled reverence and awe.  It is 
a fact that they seldom visit the lakes.  Their 
story goes as follows:  Some years ago, 
before their primeval homes were invaded 

by the rude feet of the pale faces and the 
red deer was only startled by the whirring 
arrow, a certain chief had a beautiful 
daughter named “Singing Wind.”  This 
Indian maiden was wooed by a young 
brave belonging to a tribe far to the north.  
His name was “Slay-the-Bear,” and his 
deeds of prowess were many.  While 
indulging in the grand fall hunt, the two 
tribes became involved in a dispute and the 
braves donned their war paint.  All 
intercourse between the clans was 
forbidden by the respective chiefs and this 
caused much pain to “Singing Wind” and 
“Slay-the-Bear.”  The young brave was 
determined to continue his visits to his 
brown-faced betrothed, notwithstanding the 
fact that he knew death for his 
disobedience, and ridicule, which he 
regarded as worse than death, for his 
weakness, awaited him if discovered.  He 
would join “Singing Wind” and the two 
would go out on the Spread Eagle lakes in 
a birch canoe and make love in real 
civilized style, bidding fear be gone and 
feasting on the joys of each other’s 
countenance.  One night, just as the silvery 
new moon was peeping down upon them 
through the treetops, they were surprised 
by a war party.  Sooner than survive to be 
separated they leaped into the water, 
clasped in mutual embrace and sank to 
arise no more.  Ever since that night the 
Indians claim that the loving children of the 
forest appear upon the lakes in a birch 
canoe with the advent of the new moon, 
and glide over the shimmering surface of 
the miniature sea from one extremity to the 
other, in the position of lovers.  At the end 
of the lake the canoe sinks, carrying with it 
the wooing spirits, to appear no more until 
inspired and accompanied by the next 
infant crescent.  Fred John, the Spread 
Eagle guide, says he has never seen the 
apparition, but says if he does he will take 
to his heels and be seen in Florence at 
midnight. 
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The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IV, 
Number 28 [Saturday, July 12, 1884], 
page 8, column 1 

 
Some of the circus sharpers beat 

Edwards, a poor Indian, out of a small sum 
of money. 

 
Farmer Miller, near Bad Water, has a 

nice little nook in the woods.  He has nearly 
23 acres cleared and says crops never 
looked better.  The animals of the forest 
and the Indians are his only neighbors. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IV, 
Number 36 [Saturday, September 6, 
1884], page 1, column 6 

 

An Indian Funeral. 
 

Negaunee’s son ran from Badwater to 
Chicagoan Lake, about twenty miles, on 
Tuesday night, to inform his red brethren 
and sisters that Jim Tenagon’s wife was 
dying of consumption.  On Wednesday a 
delegation of bucks, squaws and 
papooses started for Badwater on foot 
to assist at the funeral.  The stopped in 
Florence to lay in stores for the “festivities.”  
A funeral among the Indians in this region 
is a grand affair, celebrated by a week of 
dancing, drinking, eating, fighting and 
yelling.  They discount the most approved 
Irish wake. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IV, 
Number 51 [Saturday, December 20, 
1884], page 8, column 1 

 

A MEDICINE DANCE. 
_____ 

 

The Chippewas Indulge in Their Semi-
Annual Medicine Dance at Lake 
Chicagoan – Over one Hundred 
Bucks Participate in the wild 
Ceremony – Experiences of a Mining 
News Man, who was Present – 
Whisky, Dancing and Whooping the 
Principal Features – An Interesting 
Chapter Descriptive of a Chippewa 
Medicine Dance. 

______ 
 

The Chippewa tribe of Indians 
celebrated their semi-annual “Medicine” 
dance at Lake Chicagoan for three days 
commencing on Saturday, November 29.  
The Chippewas, who were once powerful, 
have dwindled to insignificance, the braves 
numbering very little over one hundred.  
The present chief, Muscosowano[,] lives 
near Lac Vieux Desert and members of 
the tribe came to attend the great conclave 
of red men for a radious [sic – radius] of 
one hundred miles.  By far the greater 
number were from the Indian 
settlements at Bad Water, Lake 
Chicagoan, Lac Vieux Desert, Eagle 
Lake and on the Wisconsin river.  The 
representatives of what will soon be a “lost 
race,” presented 

A STRIKING APPEARANCE 
as they gathered to the tune of an 
unmusical tom-tom and their own guttural 
but timely “hiyah! hiyah! hiyah!”  Many were 
gaudily painted and wore feathers and 
beads as in the palmy days of stake-
burning and scalping.  Special attention had 
been given the few white men who had 
married into the tribe and it looked as 
though an effort had been made to conceal 
their caucassian [sic – Caucasian] blood by 
a thick covering of brown paint relieved 
here and there by stripes of a more brilliant 
hue.  The Chippewas 

HAVE BEEN AT PEACE 
with the pale faces since January 29, 1855, 
as is shown by the treaty which is signed by 
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Franklin Pierce, then president of the 
United States.  At each conclave or 
medicine dance this treaty is brought forth 
and read so as to keep fresh in the minds of 
the tribe every provision and promise.  At 
this “meet” a MINING NEWS 
representative, and a friend were the only 
persons present who could read English.  
The reporter, by request, read the treaty 
which was in turn translated to the Indians 
by an illiterate white acquisition to the tribe 
by marriage.  About one hundred braves, 
squaws and papooses were in 
attendance.  The affair is said to be of a 
religious character.  Prayers are offered 

TO THE GREAT SPIRIT 
by the braves and everything used in the 
dance is blessed by the medicine man, 
who they call “Tegauninnie” for short, after 
which “singing” and “dancing” are indulged 
in by all for two or three hours.  Those of 
the tribe attending the medicine dance are 
obliged to bring some kind of root to be 
presented to the medicine man, which is 
also blessed by him.  While the medicine 
dance proper is going on none of the 
participants are allowed to partake of any 
intoxicating liquor.  On Monday evening the 
medicine dance was finished and then a 
series of “war dances” was entered upon 
and the secret meetings were held.  By the 
kindness of Chief Peter Muscosowano, of 
Lac Vieux Desert, ruler of the tribe, the 
representative of this paper and a friend 
were admitted to 

THE SECRET SESSION. 
This seemed to be a general jubilee for the 
chief, medicine man and the older ones of 
the four different delegations, and lasted for 
about five hours.  At the beginning of the 
fandango, the chief adressed [sic – 
addressed] those present for some time, 
after which the “dancing” commenced.  The 
dance consisted of a series of successive 
jumps straight up and down and the dancer 
ceased when he lost his breath.  The most 
outlandish contortionist was the most 

envied.  The secret lodge was at one end of 
the camp or long teepee, blankets being 
stretched across so that the dance could 
not be seen by those not admitted.  “Music” 
was furnished for the dance by four braves, 
three having tin cans filled with bullets 
which they rattled keeping good time, while 
the other pounded with a crooked stick 
upon a tom-tom, shaped like an old 
fashioned dasher churn, being hollow, and 
having the skin of a deer stretched over 
each end.  While this inspiring noise was 
being furnished the remainder of the secret 
club engaged in dancing in a circle about 
he [sic – the] fire,  

SINGING AND YELLING. 
These dances lasted about five minutes 
and were followed by intervals of quiet.  A 
committee of three passed around the “fire-
water” of which they had a number of jugs 
and also a few bottles of alcohol.  This was 
kept up until about three o’clock in the 
morning when all were full enough of “corn 
juice” t go to bed.  This festival was gotten 
up at no little expense of time and money.  
To raise funds the Indian “sets” (pawns) his 
horse, watch, sleigh or in fact anything but 
his squaw for money to carry on the affair.  
The meeting house used for this 
occasion was built from poles, one end 
being put in the ground and brought 
over to make an arch which was covered 
with woven flags, 

BIRCH BARK AND DEER SKINS. 
The structure was sixty-five feet long by 
about twenty-five feet wide and had 
holes left at the top to allow the smoke 
to escape from the six fires that were 
kept continually burning.  The sleeping 
apartments were at each side of the tent, 
all lying with their feet toward the fire.  
The dance was ended on Tuesday 
morning.  After dancing what they call a 
farewell dance they all left for their different 
homes at Lac Vieux Desert, Bad Water 
and Chicagoan Lake.  They meet again 
next July at Lac Vieux Desert.  The sight 
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was a most interesting one to the MINING 
NEWS man, but when they would get a little 
wild, he could not help thinking of the 
Crystal Falls man who attended one of 
their dances and was chased home, 
narrowly escaping the drunken reds, who 
followed him as rapidly as possible with 
drawn knives. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume V, 
Number 37 [Saturday, September 12, 
1885], page 4, column 2 

 
A tribe of Pottowatamiie [sic – 

Pottawatomie] Indians, from Waupaca 
county, were in town on Saturday.  They 
are upon their annual hunt and berry-
picking.  The squaws rode astride their 
ponies, did the bulk of the hard work and 
the tribe embraced other characteristics of 
the typical redman.  Notwithstanding they 
looked well for Indians, had good ponies 
and seemed to be happy in spite of their 
waning numbers.  The Indians in this region 
tendered them a reception and Negaunee 
Geezic, of Badwater, was particularly 
hospitable. 
 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume I, Number 39 
[Saturday, October 31, 1885], page 8, 
column 2 

 

QUINNESEC’S QUOTUM. 
 

Wm. Tucker, Quinnesec’s noble red 
man, killed 16 deer in five days.  The pale 
faces seem to be no good. 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume I, Number 39 
[Saturday, October 31, 1885], page 8, 
column 2 

 

QUINNESEC’S QUOTUM. 
 

Anse [Anson] Wright went to Pine 
creek on a fishing trip Tuesday, and 
brought home two nice strings of the 
speckled beauties.  The Indians 
occasionally have fish for sale out that way, 
so ‘tis said. 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume I, Number 40 
[Saturday, November 7, 1885], page 1, 
column 5 

 
QUINNESEC’S QUOTUM. 

 
Mr. Stevens, Indian agent at Keshena, 

Wis., is the guest of Wm. Tucker.  Tucker 
is showing him how to kill deer. 
 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume I, Number 41 
[Saturday, November 14, 1885], page 1, 
column 4 

 

QUINNESEC’S QUOTUM. 
 

Twenty-five Indians in town this week 
and not a scalp missing. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume V, 
Number 46 [Saturday, November 14, 
1885], page 1, column 5 

 
About forty bucks, squaws and 

papooses have been camping on the 
Keyes lake road.  They hail form the 
Indian reservations below and are up on 
their annual hunt. 

A horde of Pottawotamie [sic – 
Potawatomi] Indians from Keshena, [sic] 
have been hunting south of Florence.  
They came to town on Tuesday, got full of 
fire water and made the woods resound 
with their wild whiskey war whoops. 

 
Menominee Democrat, Menominee, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
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1, Number 6 [Saturday, December 12, 
1885], page 5, column 4 
 

Circuit Court. 
 
A case in the circuit court that has 

attracted considerable attention this week is 
that of the negro Polk, of Norway, who 
was charged with assault with intent to 
murder Steve Nicholas of Iron Mountain, 
at the latter’s house on the night of Sept. 
25th.  Kruse & Flannigan appeared for the 
defense, W.H. Phillips for the people.  
From the testimony it appears that Polk 
with two colored women had gone to 
Nicholas’ house on the day mentioned.  
Polk went out and got a pail of beer, and 
Nicholas did likewise.  Then they had a 
high old time.  After a while Polk went and 
laid down on Nicholas’ bed who ordered 
him to get up and leave the house.  Hot 
words followed, and Nicholas threatened 
Polk with his gun on which a bayonet 
was fixed.  Then they had a tussle, and 
Polk gave Nicholas a cut on the side of 
his neck with a razor which nearly ended 
his life.  A hideous scar remains where the 
cut was made, and Nicholas has nearly 
lost the use of one arm through the 
severing of a large chord in his neck.  The 
jury was out all of Wednesday night and in 
the morning brought in a verdict of “assault 
with intent to do great bodily injury, less 
than murder,” the penalty for which is from 
two to ten years in the penitentiary.  Polk is 
a negro who possesses more than the 
ordinary intelligence of his race.  He has 
been a barber at Norway for a number of 
years, and seems to have been pretty 
well liked.  Nicholas is a carpenter, 
although his appearance savors more of 
an “Indian medicine man.”  He served all 
through the late war as scout in the First 
Wisconsin Cavalry, and was a brave 
soldier. 

 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume VI, 
Number 34 [Saturday, August 21, 1886], 
page 4, column 2 

 

Steve “Nick.” 
 

Among the visitors from the north 
recently there were none who attracted 
more attention from strangers than 
Stephen Nicholas, of Iron Mountain.  
Steve Nick, as he is familiarly called[,] was 
a former resident of Neenah, and during his 
brief stop, met many old acquaintances.  
The man has a war record, and a good one 
to [sic –  too], while the stories told 
regarding him include many daring deeds 
and hair-breadth escapes.  Steve was a 
private in the first Wisconsin Regiment 
Cavalry Co. C., and on one occasion was 
surprised and captured while out scouting 
by three Johnnie Rebs, who prepared to 
take him in; but they did not, and with his 
huge sabre Steve slashed right and left, 
mained [sic – maimed] or killed the three 
and rode safely back to camp.  He is 
endowed with almost superhuman strength, 
courage is undaunted, an excellent 
horseman, and when astride of his horse 
his gigantic frame towered above those of 
his companions.  When came an order to 
charge and [sic – omit and and add comma] 
Steve would draw his huge sabre, ground 
to a razor edge and ride toward the enemy.  
It was no wonder that the majority fled, 
while those who remained to do battle 
found the northern cavalryman a bad one.  
Stephen Nicholas has Indian and African 
blood in his veins, and appears to lead a 
charmed life; not long since, without cause 
or provocation a colored barber [probably 
James K. Polk] in Iron Mountain caught 
Steve unawares and proceeded to carve 
his anatomy in the most approved manner.  
The cuts received would certainly have 
ended the career of an ordinary man, and 
Steve himself had a close tussel [sic – 
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tussle] to pull through, but to use his own 
expression to the reporter “Here I am sound 
as a dollar again, always ready to have fun 
with the boys and fight for the right.” 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume VI, 
Number 35 [Saturday, August 28, 1886], 
page 4, column 1 

 
An article in the last issue of this journal 

headed “Steve Nick,” should have been 
credited to the Neenah Gazette, one of the 
fairest, most honorable and brightest 
weeklies in Wisconsin.  In the absence of 
the editor credit was unintentionally omitted. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 43 [Saturday, October 22, 
1887], page 8, column 1 

 

ROMANTIC ELOPEMENT. 
_____ 

 
LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT, FLIGHT, 

AND MARRIAGE. 
_____ 

 
A Prepossessing Young Maid, with 

Indian Blood in Her Veins, Suddenly 
Leaves Her Home and Elopes With a 
French Lumberman – The Lovers Get 
Married in Florence – The Particulars 
– A Peculiar Coincidence – Local 
News. 

______ 
 

Anthony Charlebois, a Menominee 
lumberman, recently won the affections of 
Katie Genery, a prepossessing maiden 
with Indian blood in her veins, and the 
guardians of the girl objecting to them 
keeping company, she quietly left her home 
a few days ago, joined her lover, and the 

two were married here by County Judge 
Coleman. 

The elopement, for such it was, 
possesses quite a romantic interest.  It was 
the result of a courtship of only three or four 
weeks.  The girl is a niece of Paul Miller, a 
French trapper living on the Menominee 
River, about a mile east of Spread Eagle 
and three miles below the Indian village 
of Badwater.  She is about 19 years of 
age, of good form, and possesses pleasing 
features and jet black eyes and hair.  Her 
proportion of Indian blood is either a fourth 
or an eighth.  She formerly lived with her 
Indian grandmother, at the Ashland 
reservation, but for several years past has 
been a member of the Miller household.  
Some five or six weeks ago Charlebois, a 
Frenchman, 30 years old, neither 
handsome nor ugly, had charge of a camp 
of river drivers near Badwater, and became 
acquainted with the girl, and commenced 
paying her attention.  Mr. and Mrs. Miller, 
not knowing anything of his antecedents, 
demanded him to prove that he was a 
bachelor and a proper person, and finally 
forbade him the house until he proved 
himself respectable in every way.  
Charlebois managed to communicate to 
the girl, however, and shortly afterward Mr. 
and Mrs. Miller, on returning home, were 
surprised to find that she had fled.  They 
proceeded to search for her and found that 
she had met her lover about a mile from the 
house and been driven to Florence, where 
the marriage was performed.  Her aunt and 
uncle, who thought a great deal of her, 
were greatly relieved when they learned 
that she had been married to Charlebois, 
as they feared the latter had intended to 
disgrace her.  The couple went from here to 
Menominee, where they were married 
again by a Catholic priest, at the suggestion 
of Charlebois’ relatives, and are now living 
with a brother of the groom.  It is said that 
they are comfortably settled and very 
happy. 
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It is a very peculiar coincidence that on 
the same day that Katie Genery and 
Anthony Charlebois were married, a girl 
named Marie Genery, also with Indian 
blood in her veins, was married to a 
young white man at the Odanah Indian 
reservation, Ashland County.  The 
reports state that about six weeks ago 
Edgar Louis Richter, the son of Louis 
Richter, said to be the pastor of a St. Paul 
church, arrived at the Odanah Indian 
reservation to act as telegraph operator 
at the Lake Shore Railway station.  Just 
previous to his arrival Marie Genery, a 
handsome young maiden of the cream 
colored hue, resulting from the mixture of 
Saxon and native blood, returned to the 
reservation from the Milwaukee Industrial 
School, where she had been living for the 
past four years.  Richter is said to have 
become almost immediately enamored of 
the young woman, and was not long in 
forming her acquaintance.  They strolled at 
sundown along the little brooks that course 
through the reservation.  The stories at the 
agency in regard to this singular affair are 
many, and the one which has the greatest 
currency is to [the] effect that Richter was 
taken before a council of Chippewa braves 
and told [him] that [since] his attentions to 
the maiden had been of a character not in 
accordance with the custom of the tribe, he 
must marry her or take the consequences.  
There was a great deal of jealousy among 
the younger “bucks,” who had tendered 
themselves at the feet of the accomplished 
maiden, and it is said, and quite generally 
credited, that this story had its origin among 
them.  Young Richter was frequently in 
company with his affianced at the railway 
station and showed her many courtesies 
that the other and less handsome squaws 
were not shown.  Among others she was 
given a seat in the little room beside the 
instrument, and showing the mysteries of 
the telegraph.  This so thoroughly angered 
those who were left outside to peer through 

the windows, that they pelted the place with 
stones and whooped and yelled in their own 
peculiar style.  Such demonstrations did 
not, as might be supposed, strike terror to 
the heart of the young man.  On the 
contrary, he paid all the more attention to 
the pretty Chippewa and assured her of 
protection.  This kind of thing continued 
until the marriage ceremony was quietly 
performed by a justice of the peace.  Young 
Richter was promoted to the position of 
station agent at Odanah a few days ago, 
but he constantly kept telegraphing to the 
train dispatcher that the Indians were about 
to scalp him and he was dismissed.  Miss 
Genery’s Indian name is Agnece, that 
being, according to the tribal law, her 
only name.  Her mother and step-father 
live at Odanah, the latter being a 
Frenchman and a storekeeper.  “Agnece,” 
belongs to what is known as the Buffalo 
Bay or Red Cliff band of Chippewas and 
is eighteen years of age.  The rule of the 
tribe is that when a daughter is married the 
husband is to go with his bridge to the 
home of her parents and help support his 
mother-in-law.  Young Richter has taken 
up his abode accordingly.  He owns 
something like 160 acres of pine lands near 
Washburn, it is said, but the bride has 
nothing but her pretty face and a trim, 
graceful form.  She is entitled to no land 
under the land severalty act, so if the match 
was not the result of the alleged threats of 
the “bucks,” it was one of pure love.  It is 
pretty certain that Mrs. Richter is a relative, 
perhaps a sister, of Mrs. Charlebois.  As 
already stated, Mrs. Charlebois, before 
becoming a member of the household of 
Mr. and Mrs. Miller, lived at the Ashland 
Indian reservation, and this fact, together 
with the similiarity [sic – similarity] of name, 
is quite conclusive evidence that the two 
brides, who were married on the same day, 
after very beief [sic – brief] courtships, are 
related by ties of blood. 
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The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 47 [Saturday, November 
19, 1887], page 5, column 2 

 

A MIXED MARRIAGE. 
_____ 

 
A Young White Man Weds An 

Indian Maiden in Florence. 
 

An event of unusual character occurred 
in Justice Huff’s office this week, a white 
man and an full blooded Indian maiden 
having been united in the holy bonds of 
matrimony by the urbane and 
accommodating justice.  The ceremony 
took place at 1:30 o’clock on Tuesday 
afternoon.  The happy couple, for such they 
indeed were, if their actions toward one 
another can be taken as a criterion, were 
Joseph Baker, a young Frenchman, and 
“Checota,” the comely daughter of 
“Egonesic,” a well-known Badwater 
Indian, and “Paltier,” his wife.  The bride 
was born at Badwater Indian village, on 
the Menominee River, near Spread Eagle 
Lake, some seventeen or eighteen 
summers ago.  She cannot speak a word 
of English but understands the French 
language perfectly.  Mr. Baker was born at 
Green Bay and is 23 years of age.  He is a 
miner and is employed in one of the 
mines at Iron Mountain.  The young 
couple first met with each other last 
summer and the acquaintance soon 
ripened into love.  The ceremony was 
witnessed by Jerome Decota, of 
Badwater, and John M. Saxton, of this 
city.  The former is a son of Decota, a 
veteran trapper who is known throughout 
the entire northern country.  “Old Decota,” 
as he is always called, is supposed to be 
the oldest person living in the United 
States.  He is 120 years of age and is said 
to be hale and vigorous as most men of 60 

years.  The veteran trapper lives at White 
Rapids on the Menominee River.  Mr. 
Baker and his dusky bride will make their 
home at Iron Mountain.  Asked by a 
MINING NEWS reporter as to whether the 
couple would be oblidged [sic – obliged] to 
be remarried according to the Indian 
custom, an old Badwater Indian replied:  
“No, that is not necessary.  An Injun in 
Injun fashion, but when a white man 
marries a squaw the marriage ceremony 
must be according to the white man’s 
fashion.” 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume IV, Number 27 
[Saturday, August 4, 1888], page 1, 
column 6 

 
Spotted Horse, the one and only 

Indian doctor, continues to wear 
buckskin and perscribe [sic – prescribe] 
for the ills, fancied and otherwise, of 
Norway people. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 1 [Saturday, December 29, 
1888], page 8, columns 1-2 

 

A HALF CENTURY AGO. 
_____ 

 
EARLY DAY HISTORY OF THIS 

AND ADJOINING COUNTIES 
_____ 

 
The Pre-Historic Residents of the 

Territory – The Menominee Indians – 
Their Habits and Customs – The 
Badwaters Their Descendents – The 
Famous Fight Between the 
Menominees and Chippewas – The 
First Non-Indian Settler – Chappee, 
the Pioneer Trader. 

_____ 
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A friend sends the MINING NEWS the 

following very interesting review of the early 
history of the Menominee River Valley, or 
rather the territory now embraced within 
Florence and Marinette Counties, Wis., 
and Menominee County, Mich.  In order 
to relate the history of one, it is necessary 
to include the others, because the three 
counties were at one time, from 1836 to 
1849, part of the territory of Michigan: 
[sic] 

As to the pre-historic [sic – prehistoric] 
man we have of course no written history to 
guide us in coming to any definite 
knowledge about the early history of this 
country; the only evidence we possess as 
to the previous inhabitation is a number of 
mounds scattered over the country, and 
these prove to our satisfaction, that the pre-
historic man was further advanced in 
civilization than the race that lived after 
them and had the possession of the country 
when the white men arrived.  That such a 
race of men had been on the Menominee, 
is conclusively proved by the mounds found 
within the boundaries, but these mounds 
are the only history we possess of this pre-
historic [sic – prehistoric] race. 

The “Menominee” Indians inhabited 
this locality when the first white man set his 
foot on the Green Bay shore, and the tribe 
was then very numerous, and Menominee 
the center and most populous place of the 
locality.  Fishing was their livelihood as well 
as their sport; and the check the fish 
received in coming from the bay up as far 
as the rapids, together with an abundance 
of game in the surrounding woods, enabled 
them to make an easy living.  These natural 
advantages attracted the attention of all the 
surrounding tribes, and caused the large 
Indian settlements at the mouth of the 
Menominee.  That the Menominee 
Indians were a peaceable tribe was soon 
noticed by the early traders, and war was 
very seldom resorted to, and violence on 

those who visited them rarely happened.  
Only one war is said to have taken place in 
our vicinity, one between the Menominees 
and the Chippewas; this war was fought 
near the Menominee end of the present 
bridge spanning the Menominee at this 
point.  Only within the writer’s observation, 
human skeletons were found in mounds 
near the above named place, and 
supposed to be the remains of those gallant 
warriors.  The Chippewas are presumed to 
have resided at a point where the present 
Indian villages at White Rapids are 
situated.  The cause of the war is said to 
have been this:  “The Indians in the village 
at the mouth of the river, were, as before 
stated, living in a kind of a fishy paradise, 
but still they were not satisfied, especially 
as sturgeon, of which their catch largely 
consisted, is a dainty [sic] for the Indians.  
In order to increase their supply, the chief of 
the tribe ordered dams of stones to be built 
across the river, to prevent the fish from 
going further up the river.  This cut off the 
supply at the upper villages, and the chief 
of the Chippewas remonstrated with the 
chief at the mouth, and asked him to tear 
down the dams, so that their supplies might 
again be forthcoming.  This request was not 
granted, and calling all his warriors together 
the chief of the Chippewas set out on a 
crusade with the war-cry of “Sturgeon” 
against the lower tribe, and early the next 
morning they pounced upon the foe, who 
was quickly in arms, and the fight in which 
no quarter was shown or no mercy asked, 
raged for about three hours.  The squaws 
and children fled to the woods or crossed 
the river for safety.  The village finally fell 
into the hands of its assailants, and its chief 
made a captive, and after the most terrible 
torture that savage ingenuity could devise, 
he found release in death.  The lower tribe 
was the heaviest losers, and after the 
Chippewas removed the obstructions, and 
in this way made the channel clear for the 
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coveted sturgeon, they returned home, and 
after that lived in peace and prosperity. 

The Menominee Indians like the pines 
of forests of the upper peninsula are fast 
disappearing, still at the extreme northern 
part of Menominee and Florence 
Counties, a remnant of the once powerful 
tribe [the Badwaters] can be found.  They 
live nearly all now on the Shawano 
reservation, and are getting more civilized 
as the country is being filled with the stream 
of settlers moving westward from the 
Eastern states and Europe. 

Tradition says, that a negro was the 
first non-Indian settler on the 
Menominee.  Another says that “Joe Bart,” 
a half-breed[,] had that honor.  In support 
of the first, it is said, that a negro, 
accompanied by a Canadian, and engaged 
in the Indian trade, visited this shore long 
before Chappee came, and that both were 
killed at a place on the Peshtigo River, 
near where Ellis Junction [now Crivitz] 
on the Milwaukee & Northern Railroad 
now is situated.  About the only proof to 
support this tradition is the place, “Nigger’s 
Hill,” and in early times there were many 
who believed they buried quite a sum of 
money which still lies there.  A find made 
about five years ago at the farm of Joseph 
White, about two miles east of the present 
village of Pound, seem [sic – seems] to 
corroborate the tradition.  By doing some 
hoeing near an old Indian trail, running 
through Mr. White’s land, some trinkets 
were unearthed, also some medals of 
copper, some with a cross on and others 
with the letters I.H.S. stamped on them.  
The coarse workmanship shows, that they 
were either made a great many years ago 
or by some ingenious trader at a later 
period.  In any event, this find does prove 
the presence of some civilized person at 
the upper end of the Peshtigo River for a 
number of years ago. 

The first white man who came to 
Menominee to stay was Chappee, an 

Indian trader, who came there as an 
agent for the American Fur Company 
and established a post in 1796.  He was a 
French Canadian, with enough education 
to keep the books necessary for an Indian 
trading post.  He had a large number of 
men with him, and his post sometimes 
presented the appearance of a well 
garrisoned fort.  Remains of the fort near 
Chappee’s Rapids remained until the year 
1859.  Chappee built his first trading 
post near Marinette and not far from 
where the railroad bridges cross the river.  
He carried on his trade with the Indians for 
many years until dispossessed by 
Farnsworth & Brush, who arrived in 1822.  
After their arrival he crossed the 
Menominee River and built a new trading 
post near the foot of Chappee’s Rapids 
about five miles up the river from 
Menominee, where he remained until his 
death in 1852.  Some of his descendants 
resided near Peshtigo a few years ago. 

A story is told illustrating his nerve in 
danger as well as the uncomfortable 
position an Indian trader is sometimes 
placed in when out on the frontier away 
from civilized men.  The late John G. 
Kittson related it to the compiler of the 
Centennial history of Menominee and we 
quote from that history. 

“All of the white men belonging to the 
post had been sent away on various 
expeditions, leaving only Chappee and one 
white man.  A band of Indians from a 
distance, who were none too friendly, came 
to the post, and before Chappee had 
discovered the character of his visitors they 
had come within the stockade and inside 
the building used for the store room.  At first 
they began peaceably to talk of trade, but 
soon got noisy and threatening, and it was 
not long before he became satisfied by their 
actions, that the object of their visit was to 
rob him of his goods and probably lift his 
scalp.  To fight them was out of the 
question, for not only were they inside the 
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stockade, but were crowding around his 
small counter inside of the store building, 
and all of his reliable men were miles away 
and where he could not recall them.  He 
tried by pleasant words to still the storm 
and avert the danger, without avail; they 
grew more and more threatening, and 
when, as he thought the crisis had nearly 
approached, rolled out a keg of gunpowder 
which was open at one end, and catching 
up a loaded pistol he cocked it and pointed 
it into the gunpowder and with flashing eyes 
turned to their chief and told him that if 
every Indian was not out of the stockade in 
two minutes he would fire into the 
gunpowder, and send them and go with 
them into the happy hunting grounds.  They 
knew by his tone and the flash of his eye 
that he meant business, and being 
suddenly impressed with the idea that 
discretion was the better part of valor, in 
less than two minutes not an Indian was 
seen in side [sic – inside] the stockade.  
The best of the matter was that they 
became so favorably impressed with his 
bravery, they immediately made friends 
with him, and he got a good trade with them 
and they always remainded [sic – 
remained] his friends, and often afterwards 
visited him, to his and the American Fur 
Company’s great profit.”  

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 1 [Thursday, March 28, 
1889], page 1, column 3 

 

Old Man Eslick Comes to the 
Front. 

 
Day officer Eslick had to do some 

considerable hustling on Friday when he 
had three prisoners in the lock-up at one 
time, and all within a few hours.  One was 
an Indian whose people live in Quinnesec.  
He got fighting drunk on whiskey sold to 
him by somebody unlawfully here and had 

to be locked up.  The two others were a 
man named John Campbell and a laborer 
named George Dorsey.  The Indian was 
handed over to the care of his people.  
Campbell’s friends paid his fine and costs, 
and on Saturday morning Constable 
Martin escorted Dorsey to Menominee 
county jail, where he will remain for sixty 
days. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 1 [Thursday, March 28, 
1889], page 1, column 5 

 

Go-da-qua Gone to the Happy 
Hunting Grounds. 

 
The death of Charlotte Godrey, an 

aged Indian woman who was known 
among her people as Go-da-qua, which 
occurred on Sunday morning last in this 
village, removes one of Ontonagon’s 
ancient land marks.  She was probably the 
oldest member of the Chippewa tribe on 
Lake Superior, had resided in this village 
many years, and from the best information 
we can give was about 108 years old.  The 
oldest of her children, of which she had five, 
died in this village two weeks ago, aged 70 
years.  Go-da-qua distinctly remembered a 
fight which occurred 100 years ago in 
Minnesota, where she was born, between 
members of the Northwest Fur Company 
and the Hudson Bay Fur Company.  At 
that time she must have been at least 7 or 8 
years of age.  Many were the stories of 
Indian warfare she used to relate to her 
grandchildren in her latter years.  On 
Monday last her remains were laid away in 
the Catholic cemetery.  – Ontonagon 
Herald. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 14 [Thursday, June 27, 
1889], page 1, column 3 
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A Notable Event. 
 

 About 600 Menominee Indians met at 
White Rapids, Wis., and held a pow-wow 
of eight days duration, which ended last 
Sunday, in honor of the 100th 
anniversary of a great battle between the 
Menominees and Chippewas for the 
control of the fishing on the Sturgeon, in 
which the former tribe came of [sic – off] 
victorious.  The celebration consisted of 
speech making by the chiefs, dancing, 
feasting, etc., and from the Indian’s 
standpoint it was a glorious event.  Several 
of the Menominees located in this vicinity 
were among the number. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 27 [Thursday, September 
26, 1889], page 5, column 2 

 

Foully Murdered. 
 

When a dispatch was received in this 
city by Mrs. Sol E. Felch last Friday, 
stating that her husband was dead and 
to come at once and bring the sheriff, no 
one supposed that Mr. Felch had been 
slain in cold bood [sic – blood].  The 
request for the sheriff was rather mystifying, 
but as the dispatch did not state that Mr. 
Felch had been murdered, it was generally 
believed to be a case of suicide or sudden 
death from natural causes.  Mr. Felch left 
for his homestead, about 20 miles west of 
Florence, last Friday morning, taking with 
him a quantity of provisions and two gallons 
of whisky.  It was his intention to hire some 
Indians near his place to help him with 
some logging and the whisky was taken 
along for them.  The next word received 
here was the announcement of his sudden 
death and the request that Mrs. Felch come 
out to the farm at once and bring an officer 
with her.  She secured the services of Wm. 

O’Hara, deputy sheriff, and left for the 
scene of the tragedy as soon as possible.  
At Florence Sheriff Parmenter joined the 
party.  The road from Florence to their 
destination is a very rough one, and their 
progress was necessarily slow.  It was 
Saturday morning before they reached the 
end of their journey.  Here they learned for 
the first time the details of the terrible affair.  
When Mr. Felch reached his homestead he 
sent Charles Steiglitz, familiarly known as 
Dutch Charlie, to the station on the Soo 
road, about 2 1/2 miles distant, for his 
provisions.  Steiglitz[,] it appears, after 
receiving the provisions, proceeded to 
get drunk, and between the station and 
the homestead, with the aid of some 
Indians he fell in with, the two gallons of 
whisky disappeared.  There is a camp of 
Indians who are gathering a medicinal 
herb near Mr. Felch’s homestead, and 
after attending some matters about his 
place Mr. Felch went over there to hire 
the men he wanted.  Here he found 
Steiglitz, who demanded the wages due 
him.  Mr. Felch told him he should have 
his pay, but he had no money with him 
at that time.  This did not satisfy the 
drunken Steiglitz, who declared that if 
Felch did not pay him then and there he 
would kill him.  Felch replied[,] “O, go 
away, Charlie,” picked up his rifle and 
walked away.  Steiglitz was also armed 
with a rifle, and followed after, and when 
within fourteen paces of his victim fired, 
the bullet striking him in the back of the 
head, at the base of the brain, and 
coming out under the left eye, causing a 
wound that produced instant death.  Two 
Indians witnessed the crime, and the 
manner in which they secured and 
guarded the prisoner is somewhat 
remarkable.  They seized him, and with the 
aid of their companions bound him hand 
and foot.  His legs were tied together with a 
clothes line wound closely from the ankles 
to the knees, and his arms folded across 
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his breast and wound in the same manner 
from the wrists to the elbows.  Then the 
Indians took him to one of their cabins 
and three of them, decorated with beads 
and feathers, and their faces smeared 
with war paint, and each grasping his 
rifle, they [sic] sat in front of their 
prisoner and watched him till the 
officers arrived, that is about 24 hours.  
It was four o’clock Saturday afternoon 
before the officers were ready to return with 
the murderer and the corpse of his victim, 
and the road was so bad they could get no 
farther than a house known as the halfway, 
about eight miles from Florence, that night.  
An early start was made Sunday morning, 
Sheriff Parmenter, with the murderer and 
Mrs. Felch reaching Florence in season for 
Mrs. Felch to take the morning train home, 
and O’Hara arriving in this city late in the 
afternoon with the corpse.  The murderer 
and the two Indian witnesses were taken 
to Marinette on the afternoon train where 
the trial will be had, the cirme having 
been committed in Marinette county.  Mr. 
Felch was 43 years of age.  During the war 
he did honorable service for four years as a 
member of Co. F. 85th New York Infantry, 
enlisting a second time after his first term of 
enlistment had expired.  Funeral services 
were held in the Presbyterian church last 
Tuesday afternoon, members of the G.A.R. 
[Grand Army of the Republic] in this city 
and Florence attending in a body, and 
following the remains of their departed 
comrade to its last resting place. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 31 [Thursday, October 24, 
1889], page 1, column 4 

 

Guilty of Murder in the Second 
Degree. 

 
 The trial of Chas. Steiglitz for the 

murder of Sol Felch terminated in 

Marinette, Wis., last Friday, with a verdict 
of murder in the second degree.  The 
circumstances of the shooting, as revealed 
by the trial, are substantially the same as 
given in these columns at the time the 
murder was committed.  The defense made 
a futile effort to show that Felch was killed 
by the Indians, and that they bound 
Steiglitz and charged the crime upon him in 
order to save themselves from punishment.  
Steiglitz was sentenced to 20 years in 
states [sic– state’s] prison last Monday. 
 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 1, 
Number 11 [Thursday, August 6, 1896], 
page 8, column 3 

 
Samuel Negaunee, an Indian residing 

at the Badwater reservation, was mistaken 
for a deer by some other illegal hunter last 
Friday night and peppered with buck and 
fine shot.  It seems that Sam was also 
engaged in violating the game laws at the 
time, his headlight being mistaken for the 
eyes of a deer.  The wounded man was 
brought to St. George’s hospital, where an 
examination proved his injuries to be not of 
a very serious nature. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 1, 
Number 14 [Thursday, August 27, 
1896], page 1, column 4 

 

Indian Burial Ground. 
 
Two Iron Mountain gentlemen, D.A. 

Graham and A.E. Robbins, discovered an 
Indian burial ground on the island in North 
Lake, Spread Eagle, while [sic – Eagle.  
While] they were excavating a cellar for a 
small building, last Friday, a quantity of 
human bones were found. – News. 
[Florence Mining News] 
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The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson 

County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole 

No. 632 [Monday, July 25, 1898], page 

3, column 4 

 

AT THE POW-WOW. 
_____ 

 

An Iron Mountain Man Witnesses the 

Ceremonies.  

_____ 

 

A gentleman who desires his name 

withheld has just returned from White 

Rapids, where he was a guest of honor at 

the Indian pow-pow, which lasted three 

days, concluding with a medicine dance 

and the eating of the inevitable yellow dog, 

which the Iron Mountain gentleman 

describes as having been roasted to a turn, 

and withal very toothsome.  He says he 

never before knew what a yaller [sic] dog 

was good for.  Between four and five 

hundred Indians were present and they 

showed their pale face brothers the 

greatest possible attention.  He says he 

counted sixty pappooses [sic – papooses] 

strapped to palate boards standing up 

against trees while the bucks and does 

were tripping the light fantastic to the music 

of the big drum, one of the manipulators of 

which was a brother of old chief Keshena, 

aged 107.  Arrangements are to be made 

whereby a large number of people may 

have an opportunity to take in the next 

annual pow-wow. 

 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 6, 
Number 26 [Thursday, November 21, 
1901], page 1, column 6 

 

SCOUT “STEVE NICK” IS DEAD. 
_____ 

 
Famous Warrior and Pioneer 
Expires at Grovesville, Wis., 

Last Tuesday. 
 
“Steve Nick,” one of the most noted 

scouts of the civil war, died at 
Grovesville, Wis., last Tuesday.  He was a 
member of the Twenty-first Wisconsin 
cavalry, and did much gallant service 
through the entire war.  He will be buried to-
day [sic – today].  The deceased was for 
several years a resident of Iron 
Mountain. 

He was born in Rhode Island, and was 
one of the few survivors of the famous 
Narragansetts [sic – Narragansett], who 
made such desperate resistance to the 
whites years ago.  There are stories that he 
was a direct descendant of King Phillip, 
famed in the Pequod  war, but it is doubtful 
if “Steve” ever made the claim.  He was a 
modest man, and not inclined to talk of 
himself.  He had not been long in the 
regiment before he became generally 
known, and remained during the war one of 
the most popular members.  He was a man 
of striking appearance, and illustrated in 
his tall, erect form the best type of 
Indian development. 

There is a tradition in the regiment that 
he killed eight Texas rangers in the conflict 
at L’Anguille ferry, but eight is a good 
many.  However, the rebels who captured 
the few survivors of calvary [sic – cavalry] 
battalion, and Steve among the number, 
were very bitter against him for the 
desperate fight which he had made; they 
brought out a wild pony, declaring that they 
would tie him on the animal’s back and turn 
him loose in the swamp, alleging that 
Steve was a negro.  The officers of the 
batallion [sic – battalion] finally convinced 
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them that he was a full citizen of the United 
States, of Indian descent, and they spared 
his life, but gave him harsh treatment until 
he was exchanged. 
 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 6, 
Number 51 [Thursday, May 15, 1902], 
page 1, column 3 

 

Wolf Bounties. 
 

A party of Badwater Indians, four in 
number, brought in twenty wolf hides, 
Thursday morning, and received the 
handsome sum of $120 in bounty money 
from County Clerk Pontbriand.  The hides 
were all of young wolves and it is a fact and 
has been a matter of comment on previous 
occasions that all hides brought in for this 
purpose, [sic] have been young ones, 
showing that the lever Lo [Indian] has either 
a wolf farm somewhere in the forests or 
else keeps tab on the wolf dens and plucks 
the same when the right moment arrives.  
Either plan reflects credit on the cunning of 
these dusky financiers, and show 
conclusively that they are not degenerating 
in this particular characteristic. – Florence 
News. 

 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 8, 
Number 43 [Thursday, March 17, 1904], 
page 1, column 4 

 

A SHOCKING FATALITY. 
_____ 

 
David White Killed at the St. Paul 

Depot Last Monday. 
 
David White, an Indian, was killed at 

the St. Paul depot last Monday afternoon 
in the presence of a large number of 

spectators while endeavoring to board the 
north-bound passenger train. 

White had reached the depot just as the 
train was pulling out.  He had a 
woodsman’s pack on his left arm and in 
endeavoring to secure footing on the front 
end of the smoking car, he was thrown 
under the wheels.  His neck and left arm 
were broken and his breast was crushed in.  
He was dead when released and the 
remains were taken to Hansen’s morgue. 

Reports to the contrary notwithstanding, 
White was not intoxicated at the time 
and the verdict of the coroner’s jury to that 
effect does the dead man an injustice.  The 
stumbling way in which he walked, and 
which no doubt lead [sic – led] people to 
believe that he was intoxicated, was the 
result of an accident to his feet, a log 
having rolled over them a few days 
previous at the camp of the National 
Hardwood company.  President Fischer, 
of the company, vouches for the statement 
that White was not a drinking man.  White 
had been in the employ of the company for 
some time and Mr. Fischer states that he 
was a most faithful worker and a man of 
unusually good character. 

The remains were forwarded to relatives 
in Wisconsin for burial last Tuesday. 

 
The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 9, 
Number 42 [Thursday, March 9, 1905], 
page 5, column 4 

 
As the climax of the drunken 

carousal of several days’ duration, Mrs. 
Joe Gristoe, a Chippewa squaw, was 
burned to death at her home in 
Waucedah.  The Indian woman and her 
husband, who is a hunter and trapper, were 
said to be intoxicated when they went to 
bed in their shanty.  Shortly before midnight 
the man, in lighting his pipe, also ignited the 
straw bedding[.]  Stupefield [sic – Stupefied] 
by drink the squaw was unable to move, 
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while the intoxicated husband had not 
sufficient presence of mind to extinguish the 
flames.  Some passing Indians who 
reside near by [sic – nearby] happened to 
observe the extraordinary illumination in the 
shanty and upon hurrying to the scene 
succeeded in quenching the fire, but not 
before the unfortunate squaw had been 
practically burned to a crisp. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 14, 
Number 34 [Thursday, January 13, 
1910], page 1, column 3 

 

AGED INDIAN DEAD 

_____ 
 

JOHN NEGAUNEE MEETS 
VIOLENT DEATH IN BARAGA CO. 

_____ 
 

His Wife, Daughter and James 
Wauwasong [sic] Jailed at L’Anse; 

Former Resident Badwater. 
 

John Negaunee, a veteran member of 
the band of Indians who made their home 
at the Badwater reservation, about two 
miles north of this city, some ten or fifteen 
years ago, was killed at Assinins, Baraga 
county, on New Year’s day, and his wife 
and daughter Maggie and Jas. 
Wasuwasong [sic – Wawasong] have been 
jailed at L’Anse charged with his death.  
The L’Anse Sentinel contains the following 
particulars regarding the alleged crime in its 
last issue: 

“John Negaunee, 83 years of age, who 
lives with his wife and daughter at Assinins, 
was killed on New Year’s day, and as a 
result, Mrs. Negaunee, his daughter 
Maggie, aged 30 years, and James 
Wawasong are being held in the county jail.  

James Wauwasong’s [sic – Wawasong’s] 
story of the crime is related as follows: 

“Mr. Negaunee was out of the house on 
the day above named, and some time [sic – 
sometime] during the afternoon James 
came down to the house, having with him a 
bottle of alcohol.  The women and James 
proceeded to make merry.  Shortly after Mr. 
Negaunee came in, and the story runs to 
the effect that he objected to the young 
man’s being there.  Another tale is to the 
effect that his wife demanded money of the 
husband.  At any rate, the women got into a 
tussle with Mr. Negaunee and threw him 
down.  While he was down the girl jumped 
on his head, when Mr. Wawasong pulled 
them off, and after this the victim was quiet.  
This tussle happened about five o’clock in 
the afternoon.  When it came time to go to 
bed, the women went to pick Mr. Negaunee 
up and found found [sic] that he departed 
from this life.  Dr. R.S. Beckland [sic – 
Buckland], of Baraga[,] conducted the post 
mortem examination; the inquest has been 
postponed for about two weeks. 

“This is as far as the case has gone yet, 
but the officers are steadily working and 
expect to obtain more information, if such is 
to be had.” 

 

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 14, 
Number 36 [Thursday, January 27, 
1910], page 4, column 3 

 

DIED A NATURAL DEATH. 
_____ 

 

Relatives of Late John Negaunee 
Vindicated by Coroner’s Jury. 

 

The inquest of John Negaunee, who 
died on New Year’s night at Assinins, was 
called by Coronor [sic – Coroner] William 
Hugo, at the Baraga town hall, Mrs. 
Negaunee, dauhgter [sic – daughter] 
Maggie, and Jas. Wawasong, who were 
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present when the old man died, were on 
hand and gave their testimony. 

Dr. Buckland Testified that Negaunee 
had several bad bruises on the head, but 
these could not have proved fatal to him.  
He also said that Negaunee was troubled 
with paralysis, which might have resulted in 
his death.  Wawasong testified that all 
implicated in this death were intoxicated on 
the day mentioned and while Negaunee 
was mixed up in a fight with his daughter, 
Maggie, the blows he received on the head 
could not have killed him. 

After reviewing the testimony the jury 
rendered a verdict to the effect that they 
could find no reason to detain the prisoners, 
and they were discharged. 

 
Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 14, 
Number 40 [Thursday, February 24, 
1910], page 1, column 4 

 
Thomas King, the venerable chief of 

the former Menominee tribe of Indians, 
died at his home at Randville last 
Wednesday afternoon, of kidney trouble 
and the ills attendant upon old age.  He was 
eighty-three years of age, and is survived 
by a wife and one granddaughter. 

Just where Mr. King was born cannot be 
ascertained, but in his early manhood he 
was employed by Col. Boswell in the 
United States mail service between 
Green Bay and Copper Harbor, Mich., 
making the entire distance on foot. 

Early settlers remember him as owner 
of a trading post on the Menominee river 
at a point now known as the New York 
Farm, a few miles from Vulcan.  He sold 
the trading post in 1869 to Eli Wright and 
removed to Badwater, five miles north of 
Iron Mountain, and kept a half-way 
house at a point where the old State 
road crossed the Menominee river, and 
in 1879, when the right of way was being 
cleared between Florence and Iron River, 

he kept [a] boarding camp near the 
present site of Saunders.  A few years 
later he moved to what is now Randville 
and kept another boarding-house [sic – 
boarding house] during the time that the 
Milwaukee & Northern railroad was being 
extended from Iron Mountain to 
Champion.  After the road was completed 
he remained at Randville, keeping 
occasional travelers and carrying 
passengers from Randville to 
Metropolitan, until ill-health and old age 
compelled him to give up work, when he 
sold his hotel and retired to his farm a 
short distance from Randville, where he 
spent the last two years of his life. 

In business matters Mr. King was 
shrewd at driving a bargain, but always 
upright and trustworthy in his dealings. 

The remains were brought to Iron 
Mountain last Friday and funeral services 
held at St. Mary’s church with interment at 
Park Cemetery [Cemetery Park]. 

 

JOE DeCOTA, INDIAN RUNNER 
By Paul Krauger (From Menominee 

County Book For Schools) 
Faithorn Centennial 1887-1987 

[Transcribed by William John Cummings] 

 
In the days of the fur traders, there lived 

near Port Arthur, Canada[,] on the north 
shore of Lake Superior, a half-breed Indian 
with his full-blooded Indian squaw.  The 
oldest of his many children was a very 
ambitious young buck named Joe DeCota. 

As soon as he was able to pack a 
musket, young Joe made for himself a 
reputation for skilled marksmanship and for 
ability to ferret out the most desirable 
location in the woods to set a successful 
trap line.  Even as a boy, he outdid his 
fellow trappers to such an extent that he 
was soon noticed by fur-buyers for the 
Hudson Bay Fur Company with 
headquarters in the vicinity of Detroit. 
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Because of Joe DeCota’s keen sense of 
direction, he was presently employed as an 
Indian runner and made many long, lone 
journeys to various Indian tribes in the 
United States and Canada.  Several times 
he crossed Lake Superior on the ice and 
journeyed southward over the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan, then came by way 
of Lake Michigan to the mouth of the 
Menominee River and noted Green Island 
in Green Bay, an observation that later 
proved to be an asset.  He also made runs 
to the Ojibway [sic – Ojibwa] camps at 
St. Ignace and had crossed the peninsula, 
following the course of the rushing 
Escanaba River named in Longfellow’s 
poem. 

Joe DeCota, being a trusted and able 
guide and runner, was employed by the 
Hudson Bay Company as a dog team sled 
driver, whose duty was to haul fur pelts, 
purchased by the company in the north, to 
Detroit and thereabouts.  Having performed 
his duty much to the company’s liking, Joe 
became their most trusted driver and the 
greatest risks were delegated to him. 

One spring, young Joe was sent south 
with a load of valuable furs, his last for the 
season.  Joe had to make haste so as to 
return before the spring breakup.  He had 
no knowledge of a compass and on such 
trips from his home to the main warehouse, 
kept his direction and bearings by keeping 
the Lake Superior shore on his left, going 
east, and the Canadian shore, going south.  
When returning north, these shore lines 
were kept on his right. 

Joe reached his destination with his last 
load and on his way back, kept the 
Canadian shore on his right until he 
reached the Straits of Mackinac, where he 
became lost in one of the worst blizzards he 
had even been in.  This raged for several 
days during which Joe pushed on, toward 
home he thought, but he never reached it.  
In the storm, he thought he made less 
progress than he really did.  In the blinding 

snow, he missed the St. Mary’s River and 
in doing so, was going westward, having on 
his right the south shore of the Upper 
Peninsula, instead of being lost in some 
bay on the Canadian coast as he thought.  
In the severe storm, his lead dog died and 
the rest of the dogs frenziedly fought each 
other until all but two were dead.  One of 
these was too badly mangled to be of any 
use, and Joe took what he could carry and 
haul, with one husky. 

After his sled was cut down so one man 
and one dog could handle it, Joe set out on 
foot, thinking he would soon reach St. 
Ignace where he would be safe.  It was not 
until he reached Little Bay de Noc or 
Escanaba that he realized that he was 
actually lost.  The Escanaba River country 
was too rough to try to cross as the snow 
was getting soft with a lull in the storm.  Joe 
considered turning back but decided it 
would be better to forge ahead toward the 
mouth of the Menominee River where he 
planned to find some of the Menominee 
Indians. 

Joe had taken only enough food for a 
day as he had expected to walk only across 
the Straits of Mackinac to reach the 
Ojibway [sic – Ojibwa] camp.  Now he 
was tired and out of food and Menominee 
was a long way off.  To make things worse, 
rain began to fall and slowed his progress.  
Near the mouth of Big Cedar River, he 
killed his dog for food, which he had to eat 
raw.  He was weak and sick. 

Rain kept falling, and the young runner 
tramped on, becoming sicker each day.  He 
finally reached the mouth of the 
Menominee River which he recognized by 
the landmark of Green Island.  He 
continued to trudge on after nightfall, 
hoping soon to reach some Indian cabin.  
Much to Joe’s sorrow, he found the 
Menominee Indian camp vacated.  The 
Indians had gone upriver where they were 
preparing brush traps to catch fish in the 
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vicinity of White Rapids where the ice went 
out earlier than near the mouth of the river. 

Joe followed the river, but traveling was 
worse each day; and when he reached 
Grand Rapids, the place where the Ingalls 
power plant is now located, the spring 
breakup came; and large ice cakes crushed 
and ground their way down the river.  So 
Joe climbed the banks and after watching 
the grim ice and slime of the water churn 
by, made his way northward on land.  He 
was out of food entirely and, besides that, 
very sick, yet he forced himself to go on, 
thinking he could make his way north by 
way of the Menominee River and Lake 
Michigamme to Lake Superior. 

It was morning when he began walking 
north from Sixty Islands; part of the time he 
crawled, hoping something might turn up in 
his favor.  By sundown that night, he had 
gone only a little over one mile, coming to 
the place where the White Rapids power 
plant is now located.  He was exhausted 
and took a drink from a spring-fed stream 
which empties into the Menominee River, 
then walked to the edge of a cornfield which 
was planted each year by the Indians.  
There he lay down to die, hoping someone 
would find his body at planting time. 

Help came from across the river on the 
Wisconsin side where, unknown to Joe, the 
Indians were camped.  A young squaw 
was hiding in the brush watching the 
stranger’s actions.  When convinced that he 
was in distress, she paddled across the 
river in her canoe and came to his rescue. 

She took Joe to her camp and nursed 
him back to life and health.  Now he was 
her man, and she would not have any other 
trying to be too friendly toward him.  Joe 
DeCota married the young squaw, but 
found it none too pleasant living among his 
new neighbors. 

He, therefore, took his new wife and 
moved over the river into what is now 
Holmes Township in Menominee 
County, (1832).  There he built a fine hewn 

log cabin where they lived happily.  Leaving 
behind the post or mission where envious 
fellowmen lived, Joe chose the 
surroundings where he reared his family. 

He did not desert his fellowmen entirely, 
as he returned at times to mingle with them, 
especially when early white settlers and 
pony buyers came over the river in canoes 
to buy Indian ponies.  It was easy to buy a 
pong when the buyers paid off with 
handfuls of silver coin, placing large sums 
in silver on a table rather than paying with 
bank note or check. 

There are descendants of the man Joe 
DeCota still living in Marinette and 
Menominee counties. 

Pembina (an early settlement in 
Faithorn Township), June 19, 1886: 

“Rev. Father Kehoe of Norway held 
mass Friday in school district No. 5 (the old 
log schoolhouse opposite the present 
Brandt school).  Quite a number of people 
were present.  Father Kehoe gave a 
present to old man Dekota [sic – DeCota] 
who has been confined to his bed for the 
past year.  The old man says, “God bless 
the priest!” 

MENOMINEE:  “An old man named 
DeCota died at the county house last 
Saturday, Sept. 8, 1888.  He had been at 
the institution only a short time and died of 
old age.  His home was at White Rapids.  
He was one of the oldest settlers in this part 
of the country, having come here in 1832.  
Rather rough on the old man to end his 
days thus.” 

DeCota, DeCoto, DaCota, and Dakota 
are various spellings of the name.  Later 
members of the family write it simply Cota.  
The death record gives Joe DeCota’s given 
name as Anton. 
 

NORWEGIANS 
 

POLES 
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SLAVS 
 

SWEDES 
 

Iron Mountain Central Historic District 
Application 2013 – Part III.  Ethnic 

Heritage – Swedes 
by Robert O. Christensen 

National Register Coordinator 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Lansing, Michigan 
 

People of Swedish heritage have 
formed a substantial portion of Iron 
Mountain’s population from the city’s 
earliest days. Between 1850 and 1930 an 
estimated one million Swedes emigrated to 
the United States. Significant Swedish 
emigration began in the 1840s following the 
1840 elimination of “the old requirement for 
the king’s permission in each case…” to 
emigrate (Barton, 14). While the number of 
Swedish-born residents in the U. S. in 1865 
was likely no more than 25,000, widespread 
crop failures in 1867-68 that ruined many 
small farmers spurred the first heavy 
migration in the next few years. The 
number had risen to 776,093 according to 
the 1890 census, with the greatest part of it 
being poor farmers who settled in the Great 
Lakes and prairie states. The lures for 
Swedes included cheap Midwestern 
farmland under the 1862 Homestead Act 
and cheap transportation to America. By 
the late nineteenth century, low wages in 
Sweden’s developing industries also served 
as a spur to emigration (Barton, 37-38; 
Hancks, 22). While earlier migration went 
largely to rural areas in the Great Lakes 
and prairie regions, by the 1880s and 90s 
much of the immigration was settling in the 
growing cities and mining communities. 

The first settlement of Swedes in 
Michigan took place near Kent City, Kent 
County, in 1853, but the 1870 census 
shows only 2406 Sweden-born residents in 

the state. The greatest wave of Swedish 
immigration to Michigan took place in the 
1870-1900 period.  Michigan’s 
commissioner of immigration released the 
first Swedish language materials in 1884. 
The number of Swedes who settled in 
Michigan was small in comparison to other 
Upper Midwest states such as Minnesota. 
In 1890 and 1900 Swedes made up less 
than two percent of the state’s population. 
They settled in numerous small 
communities throughout Michigan, but in 
the Upper Peninsula, and particularly the 
iron mining counties of Dickinson, Iron, 
Marquette, and Menominee and also 
Houghton County, with its copper mines 
and smelters, they established substantial 
Swedish communities (Hancks, 25-27). 
Ishpeming became the leading Swedish city 
of the Upper Peninsula, but Iron Mountain 
and Iron River were not far behind.  

Iron Mountain’s draw for the early 
Swedish arrivals was typically work in the 
mines and lumber camps, but within a few 
years some Swedes were operating stores, 
bars, and other commercial enterprises in 
the business district. By the early twentieth 
century persons of Swedish heritage ran a 
substantial percentage of the business 
district’s stores and other commercial 
activities. Early Swedes often lived on the 
city’s North Side and the city’s first 
Scandinavian church, the Swedish 
Lutheran, was built there at Fourth and 
Vulcan in 1882. But over time the east side 
overlooking the downtown area became the 
city’s primary Scandinavian neighborhood.  

A number of buildings within the district 
reflect the city’s early, longstanding, and 
substantial Swedish-American presence. 
Two of the district’s six churches housed 
“Swedish” congregations. The former 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 224 E. 
Ludington, was built in the 1907-11 period 
for an “English” or “American” Baptist 
congregation but turned over to the 
Swedish Baptist Church (soon renamed 
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Immanuel) in 1919 when that congregation 
disbanded. The Swedish or Immanuel 
Baptist Church, established in Iron 
Mountain in 1883, occupied this church 
building from 1919 to 1960. 

The Swedish (later called Wesley) 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 116 W. 
Brown, was built in 1907-08 as the third 
home of this congregation, established in 
1890. The church merged with Central, the 
city’s other Methodist church, in 1944, and 
the united church, Trinity, used this 
building until 1954. 

Two other still-standing buildings in the 
district housed the city’s leading Swedish 
organization outside of the churches. The 
1892 directory shows that one of the 
upstairs halls in the Robbins Block, 217 E. 
Hughitt, was already serving as a meeting 
place for North Star Lodge No. 15 of the 
S. H. & E. F. or, as listed in English, 
Scandinavian Aid (or Scandinavian Aid and 
Fellowship) Society.  By 1902 a Syskonring, 
or Ladies’ Auxiliary, was also using the hall. 
The building at 205 E. Fleshiem became 
North Star Lodge’s home within a few 
years. Despite the name, the S. H. & E. F., 
founded in Ishpeming, Michigan, in 1872, 
was thoroughly Swedish-American. The 
society’s primary purpose, as reported in a 
1909 article in the Negaunee Iron Herald, 
was “to provide sick, disability and death 
benefits for its members” – along with 
fellowship between Swedes (Herald, 
10/1/1909). The 1909 Herald story reported 
the organization having about fifty lodges 
scattered all the way to the Pacific coast. In 
1915 the society merged with the 
Scandinavian Brotherhood of America and 
Scandinavian Brotherhood of the West to 
form the Scandinavian Fraternity of 
America (Westman, 433). The city 
cemetery contains a large gray granite 
obelisk monument that, placed on the 
society’s plot presumably in the early 
twentieth century, was “Erected by North 

Star Lodge 15 S. H. & E. F. To the Memory 
of Brothers Passed Away.” 

Numerous buildings within the district 
housed businesses owned by Swedish-
Americans. The following are a few notable 
out of the very many examples: 

 James N. Enstrom’s Swedish-language 
newspaper, The Monitor, occupied the 
wooden building at 216 E. Hughitt (front 
part of Sikora) for a few years at the 
beginning of the twentieth century.  

 No. 207 E. Fleshiem contained the 
Hallberg & Osterberg bakery and 
grocery and their family residences in 
the early twentieth century and down to 
after 1925 (see photo, Dulan, 91) 

 The Eskil Block, 215 E. Hughitt, was 
built in 1891 for Jorgen Johansen 
Eskil and housed his Eskil’s Art 
Gallery photographic studio until 1904 
in the second-story space during its 
early years. Eskil, “one of the pioneer 
photographers of the Menominee Iron 
Range, opened his first studio in 
Florence, Wisconsin, in 1883. By 1889, 
he had branch studios in Iron Mountain, 
Norway and Iron River” (Cummings, 
Business District, 85). 

 The adjacent west storefront of the 
Robbins Block, 217 E. Hughitt, housed 
John B. Erickson’s undertaking 
establishment from sometime in the 
1910s or early 1920s – perhaps from 
the founding of the business in 1913 – 
until about 1937.  

 The Erickson & Son funeral home 
then moved to its new building at 200 
W. Ludington (now the Ludington 
Centre) and continued in operation 
there until about 1971.   
The building at 100 West B housed 

horse-and-buggy and auto-era 
transportation-related businesses owned by 
members of the Swedish community. Louis 
M. Hansen’s livery stable beginning in 
1899 and Emil Johnson’s Johnson’s 
Garage and Gottfred R. Johnson’s Ace 
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Buick Sales and garage in the late 1930s 
and early 40s, at least. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 13 [Thursday, June 20, 
1889), page 1, column 3 

 

Another Good One Coming. 
 

From the notices of them that we see in 
our exchanges, we feel safe in assuring our 
readers that the Swedish octet, which are 
[sic – is] to appear in Rundle’s opera 
house July 2, will be one of the most 
classic and pleasing musical 
entertainments ever given in this city.  
Certainly if they compare with the Swedish 
Lady Quartet that traveled through the 
upper peninsula some years ago they are 
grand, and they have the reputation of 
being even superior to this first class 
troupe.  Our Swedish citizens will 
undoubtedly appreciate this entertainment. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 29 [Thursday, October 10, 
1889], page 1, column 3 

 

Can’t Kill a Drunken Man. 
 

A Swede was staggering along the C. 
& N.W. railroad track last Saturday in 
front of Blackney & Son’s furniture store 
just as the noon passenger was coming 
into the city.  He paid no attention 
whatever to the repeated warnings of the 
whistle, until finally the “cow-catcher” 
tossed him about thirty feet from the 
track.  He appeared to be a little surprised 
when he picked himself up, but he was 
otherwise all right.  In fact, the incident 
seemed to remind him that it was time to 
take another drink, and he made for the 
nearest saloon to get it. 

 

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 36 [Thursday, November 
28, 1889], page 5, column 2 

 

LOCAL. 
 

Forgery. 
 

 A Swede working at the Ludington 
mine, after receiving his check for his 
months [sic - month’s] work, amounting 
to $41 dollars [sic] tried to make a four 
out of the figure one.  He presented it at 
the First National bank for payment.  He 
made such a botch of the transformation 
of figures that Mr. Evans refused to cash 
it.  He has not asked for a new check at the 
Ludington office as yet, and the probability 
is that he will not.  If Mr. Evans had not 
detected the change, the loss of course 
would have been to the bank.  Of course 
the loss would not have been very much, 
but if this Swede had been successful in 
this attempt he might have tried for a large 
amount next time.  It is a good lesson to 
him to lose his months [sic – month’s] pay. 
 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 36 [Thursday, November 
28, 1889], page 5, column 3 

 

A Warning to Others. 
 

 A Swede family residing in Chapin 
location went from here to Florence, Wis., 
taking their children with them to attend the 
funeral of a brothers [sic – brother’s] child 
that had died of diphtheria; on returning 
their children were all taken down with the 
disease, and this board believe [sic – 
believes], [sic] that there is evidence 
enough to warrant the statement that 
nearly every case we have had during 
the past epidemic is traceable to this 
family.  This family attending that funeral 
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has cost our city the life of 20 children up to 
date.  The public schools have been closed 
two weeks on account of the disease 
entailing a loss of 560 dollars.  The actual 
cost of running the the [sic] school is $40 a 
day counting every day in the month, and 
over $200 dollars [sic] for the extraordinary 
precaution to prevent further spread of the 
disease.  We have no case on hand now 
and it is hoped that no new cases will 
appear. 
       A.E. ANDERSON, 
        Health Officer. 
 

 
 

 
 


