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FLORENCE COUNTY, 
WISCONSIN 

 
COMMONWEALTH 

 
FLORENCE 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 1 [Saturday, January 1, 1881], 
page 3, column 4 

 
THE first fire in Florence occurred on 

Monday morning, Dec. 20th, between 2 and 
3 o’clock.  The building consumed was an 
empty store house, formerly occupied by 
McGraw & Co.  Adjoining it was a small 
building which had been used as an office 
by H.D. Fisher, and at the time of the 
occurrence, occupied as a dwelling by H.R. 
Rawn.  It was saved with difficulty, as the 
boards in some cases, on the side next to 
the fire, were almost charred through.  His 
loss including damage by removal of goods, 
[sic] will probably amount to $100.  The 
building which was burnt, [sic] was 
estimated to be worth about $200.  It is not 
known how the fire happened, but as the 
building was elevated some distance from 
the ground and had been occupied as an 
occasional roosting place by Indians, it is 
presumed that there may have been some 
connection between the two. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 20 [Saturday, May 14, 1881], 
page 3, column 4 

 
THE most disastrous fire that Florence 

has ever experienced, [sic] occurred on 
Tuesday morning last.  About two o’clock in 
the morning it was discovered on the 

outside of Derosier’s saloon, those [sic – 
saloon.  Those] who were on the ground 
first, claim that a strong smell of burning 
kerosene was perceptible, the flames 
rapidly spread, and it soon became evident 
that the fine hotel of J.V. Northam must go, 
and willing hands commenced to remove 
contents as fast as possible.  Nearly 
everything was removed from it to a safe 
distance, including  even the large safe of 
the Commercial Bank and also the 
counters.  The next building to the west was 
Gage & Malloy’s livery stable, which took 
fire and was quickly consumed.  From there 
the flames spread to the flour, feed and 
grocery store of Harris & Mihills.  The 
contents were [sic – was] removed as 
quickly as possible, and the work of 
destruction went on.  The next buildings 
adjoining were the two story building 
belonging to Reese Evans, of Beaver Dam, 
occupied on the first floor by Will Curry as a 
barber shop, and F.W. Menke, merchant 
tailor, and the second floor by Morgan 
Evans, as a dwelling, and the wholetale [sic 
– wholesale] and retail liquor store 
belonging to Ferdinand McDevitt. 

It was seen from the first as soon as the 
fire struck Harris & Mihills store, [sic] that 
nothing could save the two buildings to the 
west, as the wind was in that direction.  
Sixty feet from McDevitt’s building, with 
open ground between, stood the three story 
Florence House, which very fortunately, 
owing to a change in the wind[,] was saved.  
If it had not been for this it could not have 
been saved and the flames would 
undoubtedly have swept across Cyclops 
street and consumed the buildings on the 
other side.  With such a large mass of wood 
and the height of the building taken into 
consideration, if it had burned, the flames 
would have swept over the intervening 
space and destroyed a large amount of 
valuable property.  Another fortunate 
circumstance was a shower of rain, which 
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kept the roof wet.  J.V. Northam was 
insured to the amount of $4,000 on the 
house and $1,500 on the contents.  
McDevitt was insured for $1,500.  There 
was no insurance on the rest as far as we 
could learn.  The buildings of Alex. McNair 
and Peter Sheridan, on the opposite side of 
the street[,] were scorched and the heat 
was so intense that not a pane of glass was 
left in McNair’s store, and those in 
Sheridan’s front were nearly all broken.  
A.K. Goodshall’s store and ware house [sic 
– warehouse] were badly scorched, and the 
glass broken. 
 
Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette 

County, Wisconsin, Volume II, Number 
4 [Saturday, January 21, 1882], page 3, 
column 4 

 
A narrow escape from fire occurred on 

Monday evening at Red Front store.  It 
seems that just as proprietor, Jake Hoar, 
was closing up for the night, he approached 
the back end of the store where a barrel of 
kerosene oil was on tap, and while 
fastening the door the top of a lighted lamp 
which he held in his hand, came 

 
[need to finish copying this article] 
 

Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette 
County, Wisconsin, Volume II, Number 
5 [Saturday, January 28, 1882], page 3, 
column 4 

 
BETWEEN eight and nine o’clock, [sic] 

on Tuesday evening, flames were 
discovered coming out of the roof of the 
wing, [sic] on the west side of Mrs. 
Tourtlott’s large boarding house.  There 
appeared to be no ladders around the 
building, and some little time elapsed 
before one could be procured, by which 
time the roof was pretty well in a blaze.  
Men[,] however[,] worked with a will and 

soon four or five ladders were in position.  
Buckets were brought from all quarters and 
and [sic] water carried from half a dozen 
wells, and so effectually did this impromptu 
water brigade work that the fire was 
subdued and put out in a very short time.  
How the fire occurred is not known.  The 
need of an organized hook, ladder and 
bucket company, [sic] was shown very 
strongly, and the amount of damage that 
could be prevented by a drilled body of 
men, under a competent leader[,] was 
presented forcibly.  Let us organize such a 
company at once.  There must be no delay 
about it.  We must have one, [sic] for our 
own safety. 
 
Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette 

County, Wisconsin, Volume II, Number 
17 [Saturday, April 22, 1882], page 3, 
column 3 

 
AGAIN has Florence been visited by the 

demon of fire, which if it had not been 
fought with a splendid exhibition of skill and 
determination, would in all probability, have 
consumed a large number of business 
houses.  About 5 o’clock on Tuesday 
morning fire was discovered in the upper 
part of the one and a half story store and 
dwelling, [sic] of Mary Ann Dix.  It is not 
known how it originated, as the upper part 
was filled with smoke and flame, when the 
family who slept up stairs [sic – upstairs], 
were [sic – was] awakened.  They had 
barely time to escape with their lives.  
Shortly afterwards the entire building, [sic] 
which was of wood was in flames.  As 
usual, there were no appliances on hand to 
assist in putting out a fire – no ladders, no 
pails, no nothing.  By the time these things 
could be procured, the flames were so hot 
that no one could approach the burning 
building near enough to be of any service, 
and attention was immediately turned to 
saving other buildings in the vicinity.  About 
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30 feet east, stands the large two story 
hardware store, dwelling and tin shop of 
A.K. Godshall & Co., with a succession 
further on of business houses, at short 
distances apart.  On the west at about the 
same distance stands the one story building 
of G.A. Woodford, containing the post 
office, express office, and jewelry store of 
H.A. Woodford.  Notwithstanding all efforts 
to prevent it, the flames, [sic] soon 
communicated to A.K. Godshall’s building.  
Men never worked more gallantly to save it.  
It was a constant battle with the devouring 
element.  As fast as the flames were 
subdued at one point they would break out 
in another.  At times the roof was a sheet of 
flame and dense volumes of suffocating 
smoke rolled out at every aperture.  It was 
almost a miracle that it was saved and was 
certainly the best piece of hand work at a 
fire that we ever witnessed.  The condition 
of the roof and garret after the fire was 
simply astonishing and attested more than 
anything else the energy and will of the 
workers.  What was left of it was only a 
mass of burned and charred material.  
Meanwhile the fire had caught Woodford’s 
building.   This being a low building and 
more easily accessible, was saved without 
so much hard work.  Mrs. Dix’s loss, [sic] is 
estimated at about $1,800.  Insurance, $1,- 

[need to finish copying this article] 
 

Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence 
County, Wisconsin, Volume II Number 
19 [Saturday, May 2, 1882], page 3, 
columns 3-4 

 

DISASTROUS FIRE! 
_____ 

 

$20,000 WORTH OF PROP- 
ERTY IN ASHES. 

 

About 3 o’clock on Monday morning, an 
alarm of fire was given.  The flames were 
found to proceed from the large 
establishment of Travis & Webb, [sic] which 
contained their stock of hardware and 
furniture.  Mr. Webb slept in the building 
and also a young man who was working for 
the firm by the name of Jacob Young.  Both 
were awakened by a cry of fire from the 
outside and a stifling smoke which seemed 
to fill the building.  Mr. Webb escaped 
safely from a second story window.  Young 
was severely injured in his attempt to jump 
and sustained a fracture of the wrist and 
various cuts about the the [sic] face.  By 
this time the building was so completely on 
fire that all efforts to save any of the 
contents, [sic] were nearly fruitless.  Ten or 
twelve feet to the east was situated the fine 
hotel building of William Scott.  This was 
consumed as soon, [sic] as the fire could do 
its devastating work.  Thirty six feet still 
further east was situated the dwelling of 
Daniel Hall.  This was destroyed.  A few 
feet from this was a small dwelling occupied 
by O.J. Conklin.  This was also consumed.  
Here the flames were stopped by a great 
deal of hard work, [sic] from spreading to 
the dwelling house of H.D. Fisher, on the 
corner.  The wind fortunately changed a 
trifle before the fire had reached this 
building and added much to the chances of 
safety.  Men worked heroicaly [sic – 
heroically] to save the property, but as 
usual, the supply of water was limited and 
every other appliance unprovided [sic].  The 
origin of the fire is conjectural, but certain 
circumstances, [sic] would seem to point it 
out as the work of an incendiery [sic – 
incendiary].  Still[,] when the fire was 
discovered, it was in the inside of the 
building and the rooms filled with smoke.  
The cabinet manufacturing and finishing 
department was situated about the middle 
on the lower floor, and the foreman Mr. 
Scott says that he was very careful to have 
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all shavings and litter cleaned up every 
night and as no fire had been in his stove 
since Saturday night it seems hardly likely 
that it could have occurred form that cause.  
Travis & Webb’s loss will be about $15,000.  
Insurance $1,000 on building, $800 on 
stock.  William Scott; loss $3,500, entire 
insurance, $2,400.  Daniel Hall; loss about 
$900.  Insurance $500.  Noyes, True & Co.; 
loss about $100, fully covered.  S.A. 
McGraw & Co. building; loss about $85, 
fully covered.  The heaviest losers are 
Travis and Webb, we [sic – Webb.  We] 
understand[,] however, that it is their 
intention to rebuild and start up again as 
early as possible.  Mr. Scott has already put 
up a small building in the rear of his lot, in 
which to remove his family and will proceed 
with his main building as soon as he can do 
so.  Travis and Webb’s safe was opened 
after the fire and the contents found to be 
uninjured. 

In addition to the above losses Mr. 
Henry Scott, [sic] lost all his tools valued at 
$200.  No insurance.  Jacob Young’s loss 
was about $100 in tools and wearing 
apparel. 

 
Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence 

County, Wisconsin, Volume II Number 
23 [Saturday, June 3, 1882], page 3, 
column 3 

 
FIVE buildings were destroyed by fire 

this spring, and 23 new ones are going up 
in their place – some of them very large 
structures.  Our new water works, which are 
going in, is giving our energetic citizens 
renewed confidence.  They are 
irrepressible, and all they want is a little 
encouragement.  The newest project is 
lighting the town with centrally located 
electric lights. 

 
Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette 

County, Wisconsin, Volume VI, Number 

15 [Saturday, April 10, 1886], page 1, 
columns 5-6 

 

IRON WORKS FIRE. 
_____ 

 

DESTRUCTION OF MAIN 
BUILDING OF THE FLORENCE 

IRON WORKS. 
_____ 

 
A Disastrous Fire Visits Florence on 

Tuesday Night and Reduces Property 
to ashes to the amount of Sixth 
Thousand Dollars, With an insurance 
of Only Thirteen Thousand Four 
Hundred Dollars – The Magnificent 
Branch Plant of the Marinette Iron 
Works Co., In Ruins – Costly Plants 
of Mining Machinery for the Pabst 
and Aurora Mines, on the Gogebic 
Range, which were to have been 
completed in thirty days, Pass 
through the fierce Flames – The loss 
not confined to the Iron Works Co. – 
Splendid Work of the Fire Department 
– Detailed Account of the Bad Blaze. 

 
On Tuesday night the most disastrous 

fire that ever occurred in Florence, [sic] 
totally destroyed the main building of the 
Florence Iron Works, with a loss estimated 
at $60,000 and an insurance of only 
$13,400, placed as follows: 

THE INSURANCE. 
Commercial Union, London………….$2,500 
Phoenix, London……………………..   2,500 
Springfield Fire and Marine, ………..   2,300 
German American, ………………….   2,300 
Hartford, ………………………………  2,300 
N.Y. Alliance, ………………………...   1,500 
   Total…………  $13,400 

The fire caught, as near as can be 
learned, in the roof around the cupola, in 
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the casting room and the first alarm was 
given at about 10:30 o’clock.  Although a 
night force was employed at the works, the 
fire obtained such headway before 
discovery, [sic] that saving the main 
building was an impossibility with any 
reasonable number of streams of water.  
The structure was light, airy and extremely 
inflamable [sic – inflammable – flammable] 
and the tongues on flame rolled over the 
dry material as if enjoying a tempting 
dessert.  The insatiable monster acted like 
a wild beast hungry from long fasting and 
the work of days and months was 
transformed into smoke and ashes in a brief 
hour.  The firemen fought nobly and many 
of them came out of the struggle with 
blistered hands and faces, but all to no 
purpose.  The fire was discovered so late, 
[sic] that nothing could have availed to do 
better than was done.  As it was, the 
buildings separated form the main building, 
although very close and exposed to a 
terrible degree of heat, including the 
blacksmith shop, pattern shop, water tank, 
coal sheds, and company dwelling house, 
were saved and 
THE FIRE COMPANY DESERVES GREAT 

CREDIT 
for it, as a metropolitan force could not have 
done better. 

The Florence Iron Works was the 
branch plant of the Marinette Iron Works 
Co., which is officered as follows:  Austin 
Cruver, Chicago, president; R.H. Trumbull, 
Chicago, treasurer; D. Clint Prescott, 
Marinette, secretary.  The works were 
superintended by R.W. Mars, of Florence, 
who is also interested in the ownership.  At 
the time of the fire the shops were rushed 
with work and gave employment to sixty-
two men.  Two shifts, night and day, were 
being worked and some of the day men 
were making a day and a half, by working 
half-time at night.  Work was in the shops 
for a great many mining companies, 

including the Pabst, Aurora, Ironton and 
others on the Gogebic Range; Penn, 
Menominee, Cornell, Emmett, Iron Star, 
Iron River, Nanaimo companies on the 
Menominee Range and for the Iron River 
Furnace Co.  Of the work on hand and all of 
which was rapidly nearing completion, [sic] 
was a $7,500 plant for the Aurora mine and 
a large hoisting plant for the Pabst mine, 
also a dozen iron tram cars, for use on the 
Gogebic Range.  Some of the jobs were 
entirely completed and awaiting shipment 
and of course everything passed through 
the fire, resulting in being more or less 
damaged.  In this connection it is stated 
that the Marinette Iron Works will take up 
and complete all unfinished orders on hand 
if agreeable to those for whom the work is 
to be done, but of course the unavoidable 
delay occasioned, particularly to the Pabst 
and Aurora, will be 

VEXATIOUS AND DAMAGING, 
to some extent at least[.]  The Florence Iron 
Works, so all machinists claim who have 
worked there, possessed one of the best 
plants of its capacity in existence.  The 
machinery was all modern and the best and 
the shops were roomy, light, airy and 
exceedingly pleasant.  The shops had 
made a splendid reputation for good work 
and a sufficient guarantee of excellence, 
[sic] was to know that the machinery had 
been made at Florence.  A specialty was 
made of machinery pertaining to mining, 
such as drums of all sizes, form 16 inches 
to twelve feet in diameter, engines, tram 
cars, Cornish pumps, ore buckets, sheaves, 
skips, cages, car wheels, derricks, and 
general mining machinery and appliances 
of all kinds.  The destruction of the shops is 
a severe blow to the entire Menominee 
Range and it is to be hoped that they will be 
immediately rebuilt.  Secretary Prescott, of 
Marinette, was in town on Wednesday 
between trains and was seen by a MINING 
NEWS reporter.  He could give no decisive 
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answer, so early, to the question of 
rebuilding and left for Chicago on the 
afternoon train for the purpose of conferring 
with other members of the firm. 

The fire was particularly a bad blow to 
the workmen in the shops, almost all of 
whom lost their tools entirely. 

Many were the telegrams received 
expressive of sympathy, form prominent 
mining men on this Range; among them 
this: 

R.W. MARS:  -- We regret to know of 
your severe loss.  If we can be of any 
assistance call upon us at once.     

C.H. CADY. 
IRON MOUNTAIN, April 7, 1886. 

And this: 
Sorry to hear of the fire at your Iron 

Works.  We have not received particulars, 
but sincerely hope it is not as bad as 
reported. 

    J.N. PORTER. 
The above are like many others that 

were received and testify to the importance  
in which the works were held, in the minds 
of the mining men. 

SUPERINTENDENT MARS 
INTERVIEWED. 

Supt. R.W. Mars was seen on 
Wednesday, by a representative of this 
journal, when he said:   “I can easily see 
how the fire got such good head way [sic – 
headway], with the night force at work in the 
shops.  We had been doing some heavy 
casting late that afternoon and always after 
such work the casting room is densely filled 
with smoke for hours.  Many times I have 
noticed this, while at work in the office at 
night and of course, being the case, the 
men paid no attention to it.  At about 10 
o’clock, something like a half or three-
quarters of an hour, before the fire was 
discovered, one of the foundrymen [sic – 
foundry men] had occasion to go into the 
casting room and at that time everything 
was seemingly all right.  Sparks must have 

lodged in the roof in some way, smouldered 
[sic – smoldered] and obtained a good start, 
hidden by the dense smoke naturally in the 
room.  We shall open the safe to-morrow 
[sic – tomorrow], Mr. Mace will figure up the 
time and we will then pay all of the men off 
in full.  Some of them we shall give 
employment at Marinette.  This debris we 
cannot touch until the insurance adjusters 
arrive and get through with their work and 
as to re-building [sic – rebuilding], no 
decision has yet been arrived at.  It is too 
bad we had to burn out just as the shops 
were doing so well.  If we had not met with 
this misfortune and business had kept up, 
we intended to greatly enlarge our capacity 
for turning out work rapidly, during the 
coming summer.  We should have put in 
another and larger cupola, another large 
derrick, arranged the pattern department 
and in many ways increased our facilities 
for turning out work.” 

Although somewhat premature, there is 
little doubt but that the Works will be 
immediately re-built [sic – rebuilt] here.  As 
the Florence Iron Works they are well-
known, have a splendid reputation and 
there is a good field for them here. 

 
Florence Mining News, Florence, Marinette 

County, Wisconsin, Volume VII, Number 
37 [Saturday, September 10, 1887], 
page 5, column 1 

 

ABANDONS THE 
PROJECT. 

_____ 
 

R.W. MARS DECIDES NOT TO 
BUILD THE IRON WORKS. 

_____ 
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He Writes a Letter to the Committee 
Explaining His Position and Giving 
His Reasons – “Unforseen [sic – 
Unforeseen] Circumstances over 
which He had no Control” – The 
Citizens’ Offer Open to Any Other 
Responsible Individual or Firm – 
Other Important Local News. 

 
One week ago the MINING NEWS, with 

pardonable enthusiasm, made the 
gladsome announcement that the 
enterprising and loyal citizens of Florence 
had accepted R.W. Mars’ proposition 
regarding the establishment of a foundry 
and machine shop in this city.  Two public 
meetings, it will be remembered, were held 
to consider the matter.  It was decided to 
give Mr. Mars a bonus of $3,000, instead of 
the $2,000 asked for by him, providing he 
agreed to run the water works for $125 per 
month, instead of $150 per month, the 
amount mentioned in his proposition, the 
town board agreeing in the event of his (Mr. 
Mars’) acceptance of the offer, to make a 
contract with him for a long term of years.  
A day or two after the second meeting, Mr. 
Mars had a conference with the citizens’ 
committee and decided to accept the very 
liberal offer.  The matter was considered 
settled, and the prospective establishment 
of the iron works was hailed with joy by the 
people.  Everybody felt gratified and elated 
that a gentleman of Mr. Mars’ experience 
and extended acquaintanceship throughout 
the Menominee and other Wisconsin and 
Michigan iron ranges, [sic] had decided to 
head an enterprise which it was believed 
would eventually bring kindred industries 
and, perhaps, more railroads to the city.  
The dawn of a new era of prosperity was 
predicted for Florence, and business and 
professional men, miners, mechanics, and 
in fact everybody vied with each other in 
predicting a glorious future for their beloved 
town.  It was reported during the same 

week that Mr. Mars (and the reports are 
said to have been originated from Mr. Mars 
himself), was making arrangements to 
begin building operations on the Monday 
following and confidently expected to have 
the water works and foundry in operation 
within the ensuing thirty days. 

upon the hopes of the people.  Mr. Mars 
was severely and openly criticised [sic – 
criticized] on all sides for his abandonment 
of the project, especially after the matter 
had been, as was supposed, definitely 
settled.  The fact that Florence possesses 
facilities and advantages unequaled by any 
other town in this part of the country for an 
iron works plant is firmly and truly believed 
by every tax-payer [sic – taxpayer] in the 
city.  This being the case, the citizens do 
not despair of the eventual realization of 
their hopes in this direction.  Though no 
concerned action has yet been taken, the 
business men [sic – businessmen] of 
Florence, many of whom have been 
interviewed by a MINING NEWS reporter, 
are, with gratifying unanimity, in favor of 
going ahead and raising the funds, which 
they had expected to give Mr. Mars, and 
donating the money to any responsible 
man, firm or corporation who will agree to 
establish a foundry and machine shop here 
on the same terms as was offered Mr. 
Mars.  This course will in all probability be 
pursued.  The people of Florence are in 
earnest in this matter, and the enterprise 
and public spirit which they have 
manifested throughout the negotiations with 
the gentlemen [sic – gentleman] referred to 
is sure to bring forth good fruit in the course 
of time. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 38 [Saturday, September 
15, 1888], page 1, columns 3-5 
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BLACK FRIDAY. 
_____ 

 
YESTERDAY’S TERRIBLE 

CONFLAGRATION. 
_____ 

 
Two Entire Blocks in the Business 

Center of Florence Laid 
in Ruins. 

_____ 
 

The Fire Originates in the Post- 
office Building and Spreads 

With Lightning Speed. 
_____ 

 
AGGREGATE LOSS OVER $75,000 –  

INSURANCE ABOUT $20,000. 

_____ 
 

Several Citizens Lose Every- 
thing They Possessed – Many 

Merchants to Rebuild. 

_____ 
 

The Fire the Work of an Incendiary – The In- 
dividual Losses – Graphic Scenes and 

Incidents Before and After the 
Calamity – Many Acts of 

Heroism Recorded. 

_____ 

 
Florence was visited yesterday by one 

of the severest of the many conflagrations 
which have occurred in the city during its 
short and eventful history.  Two entire 
blocks on Central Avenue, between Norway 
and Cyclops Streets, were completely 
burned to the ground, and fully $75,000 
worth of valuable property was totally 
destroyed in less than an hour and a half.  

The blow falls with crushing weight upon 
the devoted town, the fiery destroyer 
apparently having sapped out the life blood 
form as prosperous a community as could 
be found in Northern Wisconsin.  The 
burned district is situated in the heart of the 
city, and the buildings destroyed included 
some of the largest and [most] imposing 
structures on the busy avenue.  The lines of 
business destroyed by the flames included 
two large hotel buildings, the post office, 
two well-stocked hardware stores, two of 
the leading grocery houses, a livery stable, 
a large and splendidly stocked dry goods 
store, the register of deeds, town clerk, 
clerk of the courts and county clerk’s 
offices, together with important town, 
county and court records; a confectionery 
and dressmaking shop; a carpenter shop; 
four or five barns and their contents, and 
three or four dwelling houses. 

The fire originated in a shed in the rear 
of of [sic] the postoffice [sic – post office] 
building at two o’clock in the afternoon.  
Fifteen minutes previous to to [sic] its 
discovery, the assistant postmaster, E.E. 
Keyes, stepped into the shed, and no signs 
of fire were observed.  At the hour 
indicated, Postmaster Clark, Mr. Keyes and 
Truman Woodlord, of Milwaukee, were 
engaged in conversation in the postoffice 
[sic – post office] room, when the latter 
noticed the reflection of a light upon the 
rear window.  He called the attention of the 
other gentlemen to it, and Mr. Keyes 
opened the door and exclaimed, “My God! 
We are all of fire!”  Mr. Clark grabbed a pail 
of water and attempted to extinguish the 
flames, but his efforts were fruitless.  In 
almost an instant the fire leaped to the roof, 
and rapidly spread in three directions.  
Word was at once sent to the pumping 
works and the whistle sounded an alarm.  
Scores of men and women – God bless 
them – hurried to the scene, and the 
firemen got out the hose cart as quickly as 
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they could.  By this time the entire rear 
portions of the postoffice [sic – post office] 
building, Webb’s hardware store and the 
register of deeds and county clerk’s offices, 
were on fire.  Attempts were made to take 
out valuables from the postoffice [sic – post 
office], but the mail pouches, letters and 
only a few books could be grabbed, as the 
place was too hot to permit the excited men 
to remain but a few moments.  All were 
finally driven out, Mr. Clark having his 
hands and face quite severely burned.  It 
was a tonce seen that all the buildings on 
the block on the same side of the street 
were doomed, and everybody, including 
women and children, volunteered to remove 
goods and fixtures.  Charley Peterson and 
Frank Waring were compelled to stand idly 
by and see their own and the town and 
county property burn, it being simply 
impossible to get into their office, which was 
all ablaze in less than fifteen minutes after 
the breaking out of the flames.  
Considerable hardware was removed form 
A.K. Godshall & Co.’s store and carried 
across the street, only to be subsequently 
burned.  A considerable portion of Godshall 
& Co.’s furniture stock was removed in 
damaged condition, and Mrs. Pontbriand 
succeeded in removing a lot of her goods 
and chattels.  A large force of men, and 
ladies, too, worked industriously in 
removing McNair and Baird’s stock, most of 
which was taken out in a more or less 
damaged state.  The flames spread to the 
Collins House, which was soon wrapped in 
a sheet of lurid flame.  The heat was 
intense, and very soon the Florence Hotel, 
situated directly opposite R.B. Webb’s 
store, became ignited and the fire quickly 
communicated to and destroyed every 
building on the north side of the block.  
These included J. Morrison’s two vacant 
stores, W.W. Harris & co.’s grocery, an old 
barn, Huff’s carpenter shop and barn and 
Miller’s cottage.  During the first half hour 

the wind blew almost a gale from the 
southwest, after which it veered to the 
south, shooting the flames in a northerly 
direction and communicating to W.C. 
Main’s livery stable, which together with his 
dwelling house were soon a mass of ruins.  
The firemen worked like heroes, and four 
powerful streams were brought to bear 
upon the fire.  They had everything to 
contend with, however, and no fire 
department in existence could have done 
more.  The fire burned with lightning 
rapidity, so great was the force of the wind.  
The streams were placed where they would 
do the most good, and Chief Billman 
determined to keep the fire confined to the 
area already I flames.  The Avenue House, 
despite the desperate exertions of the 
firemen and the brave volunteers, caught 
fire and was completely gutted.  The main 
structure, however, being built of logs, 
burned slowly, thus enabling the firemen to 
prevent the flames spreading to the 
buildings on the west.  The Opera House 
building, in which is located W.J. Hocking’s 
drug store, and which stands on the corner 
directly west of the Florence House, 
miraculously escaped destruction, although 
the roof of the structure caught fire several 
times.  Billy Jenkins and a crew of men 
fought the flames at this point with fierce 
determination, and thanks to their 
strenuous efforts the building withstood the 
fury of the fiery element.  The saving of this 
building, without doubt, saved the western 
part of the city from destruction, for had it 
burned, there is no question but that the 
flames would have spread to Winkler’s 
saloon, Le Page’s store, Penberthy’s drug 
store, Dooley & Kerr’s saloon, Guensburg’s 
dry goods store, McDevitt’s saloon, 
Hasting’s meat market, and Heaven only 
knows where the fire would have stopped.  
The occupants of most of the buildings 
indicated removed their valuables. 
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At the eastern part of the burning 
district, similar efforts were made to prevent 
the fire from spreading.  McNair & Baird’s 
store was the last one burned, and strange 
to say, the old half burned Sheridan saloon 
rookery escaped.  The heat of the opposite 
corner where stands Miller’s laundry, was 
terrific, and early during the trying scene 
fears were entertained that the laundry and 
MINING NEWS office and possibly W.W. 
Noyes’ grocery store and dwelling would 
go.  All movable material and stock were, 
therefore, moved form this office to the 
home of the editor, a block distant.  The 
wind, fortunately for the latter buildings but 
unhappily for those owning property on the 
north side of the avenue, changed to a 
southerly direction, and latterly blew from 
the south southeast. 

Intense excitement prevailed during the 
fire, but, as a rule, the people were cool and 
collected.  Men and women worked 
industriously and devotedly to save 
property, and many acts of heroism were 
witnessed.  During the progress of the fire a 
terrific cannonading was heard in both 
hardware stores, the result of the fire 
communicating to the large stocks of 
cartridges carried by Messrs. Webb and 
Godshall.  The bullets whistled among the 
crowd upon the streets, and two or three 
persons were shot and slightly injured. 

As nearly as can be learned at this 
writing the losses and insurance were as 
follows: 

Jacob Gordon, dry goods:  Loss on 
building $1,200; on stock and fixtures, 
$14,000; insurance $4,000 on stock; none 
on building.  Mr. Gordon is particularly 
unfortunate.  He had just got in a $9,000 
stock of winter goods. 

W.W. Harris & Co., groceries:  Loss on 
building, $1,500; on stock and fixtures, 
$5,000; no insurance. 

A.K. Godshall & Co., hardware and 
furniture:  Loss on two buildings, $3,000; on 

both stocks, $5,000; total amount of 
insurance carried, $2,000. 

Wm. H. Clark:  Loss on building 
occupied by the register of deeds and town 
clerk, $800; insurance $500.  Loss on 
postoffice [sic – post office] fixtures, $500; 
insurance $300. 

H.D. Fisher:  Loss on Collins House, 
$2,000; insurance unknown.  Loss of 
postoffice [sic – post office] building, 
$1,500; insurance unknown.  Mr. Fisher is 
absent from the city and is supposed to be 
in Wyoming Territory. 

Capt. J. Tobin:  Loss on building 
occupied by Mrs. Pontbriand, $800; 
insurance $300. 

Mrs. Pontbriand, dressmaking and 
confectionery:  Loss on stock, $500; 
insurance $300. 

McNair & Baird, grocers:  Loss on 
building, $1,500; insurance $800.  The 
stock, a considerable portion of which was 
saved, was valued at between $3,000 and 
$4,000, upon which there is an insurance of 
$2,400. 

R.B. Webb, hardware:  Loss on building, 
$2,500; on stock and fixtures, $9,000; 
insurance, $3,000 on stock and $1,000 on 
building.  Mr. Webb had just received a 
large stock of goods for the fall and winter 
trade. 

Adolph Peltier, proprietor of the 
Florence House:  Loss on building and 
contents, $5,000, and perhaps more.  No 
insurance.  Mr. Peltier is one of the heaviest 
victims.  He lost almost everything he 
possessed, the fruits of years or hard and 
honest toil. 

W.C. Main, livery:  Loss on barn, $500; 
on stock, $300; on dwelling house and 
contents, $700.  Total loss, $1,500.  No 
insurance.  All the horses and carriages in 
the livery stable were saved. 

T.C. Tully, proprietor of the Avenue 
House:  Loss on building and contents, 
$5,000.  No insurance. 
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Charles Loughrey, old livery barn:  Loss 
$300; no insurance. 

Winkler & Campbell, barn and logging 
outfit:  Loss (estimated), $1,000.  The 
horses were rescued by Mrs. P. McDevitt, 
who courageously entered the burning 
stable and released the poor animals.  The 
lady’s clothing caught fire while she was 
engaged upon her errand of mercy. 

Omer Huff, carpenter shop and barn:  
Loss $1,000; no insurance. 

J.M. Saxton, who, with his wife, 
occupied the room over the Godshall & co’s 
store:  Loss $100; no insurance. 

Charles Peterson, register of deeds and 
insurance agent:  Loss $500; insurance 
$200. 

Jos. E. Parry:  Loss on cigars and 
fixtures, $200; no insurance. 

Frank Miller, vacant dwelling house:  
Loss $200. 

The aggregate losses will reach fully 
$75,000, upon which there is less than 
$20,000 insurance. 

R.B. Webb will rebuild immediately on 
his old corner.  He will obtain temporary 
quarters as soon as possible. 

Postmaster Clark will probably erect a 
new postoffice [sic – post office] building 
upon the site of his burned structure. 

T.C. Tully will rebuild the Avenue House 
at once, and expects to begin operations 
early next week. 

McNair & Baird have temporarily leased 
the Mining company’s vacant store building.  
They will rebuild immediately upon their old 
site. 

A.K. Kodshall [sic – Godshall] & Co. and 
J. Gordon are undecided what they will do, 
but it is thought they will rebuild. 

H.D. Fisher is out of town, and there is 
no certainty as to whether he will rebuild or 
not.  It is thought, however, that Mr. Fisher 
will erect a substantial brick block upon the 
site of the old Collins House. 

W.C. Main will also rebuild and resume 
his livery stable business. 

What Mr. Harris will do is not known, but 
it is probable that he and Mr. Peltier will not 
rebuild. 

County Clerk Parry has located his 
office for the time being in Harry Buddle’s 
house, and Clerk Waring has found 
convenient desk room. 

Policeman Keyes and four special 
policemen were on duty in the burned 
district last night. 

But little stealing occurred during the fire 
and no acts of disorder were committed. 

Capt. O.C. Davidson worked like an old-
time fireman during the conflagration. 

Many Commonwealth people assisted 
their Florence brethren in removing 
property. 

Large numbers of the residents of other 
towns on the range visited the burned 
district last night and to day [sic – today]. 

The safes, of which there are at least a 
dozen, will probably not be cool enough to 
open before Monday. 

But little rain has been had in this city for 
the past five or six weeks, and everything 
was dry and highly inflammable.  This, 
together with the heavy wind, caused the 
flames to spread with almost 
unprecedented rapidity. 

The postoffice [sic – post office] is 
temporarily located in the rear of Hocking’s 
drug store. 

The fire is supposed to have been of an 
incendiary origin and woe betide the 
miscreant who committed the foul deed, if 
he is every caught in this community. 

Yesterday’s conflagration was a terrible 
calamity to Florence, one which it will take 
years to recover from.  The past summer 
has been an unusually dull one, which 
makes the blow all the harder to bear. 

September 14, 1888, will long be 
remembered as Florence’s Black Friday.  
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The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 39 [Saturday, September 
22, 1888], page 5, columns 1-3 

 

FLORENCE’S 
AFFLICTION. 

_____ 
 

LIKE THE FABLED BIRD, SHE 
WILL RISE FROM HER ASHES. 

_____ 
 

The Business Men who were Burned Out 
Last Week not Discouraged – All Will 
Resume Business – Many to Rebuild 
– Numbers of Additional Losses – 
Incidents of the Fire – Adjustments of 
Insurance – Gossip concerning the 
Fire. 

_____ 
 

Nothing but a charred and blackened 
mass now marks an area of one entire 
block (No. 13) and half of block (No. 22), 
situated on Central and Florence Avenues, 
right in the heart of the business portion of 
the handsome and busy little city of 
Florence.  Only ugly and unsightly piles of 
debris now mark the spot where less than 
ten days ago stood the Florence Hotel, the 
Avenue House, Webb’s and Godshall’s 
hardware stores, Gordon’s fine dry goods 
establishment, McNair & Baird’s well-
stocked grocery, Godshall’s furniture store 
(the only one in the city), the postoffice [sic 
– post office] building, the old Collins 
House, Harris & Hillyer’s cosy [sic – cozy] 
grocery, Morrison’s two vacant store 
buildings, Huff’s carpenter shop and barn, 
W.C. Main’s well equipped livery stable and 
his comfortable homestead, Frank miller’s 

little cottage and half a dozen or more 
substantial barns and sheds. 

Nearly all the victims of the terrible 
conflagration express a determination to 
rebuild at once, and the probabilities are 
that before the end of another week the 
burned district will be the scene of activity 
and bustle.  The debris will be carted off, in 
order to make room for the masons and 
carpenters, and before snow flies a great 
portion of the mute reminders of the great 
fire will be forever removed from the sight of 
the sympathizing public.  Florence will 
soon, Phenix-like [sic – Phoenix-like], rise 
from her ashes, and demonstrate to the 
world that it takes more than a disastrous 
conflagration to keep her down.  The 
business men [sic – businessmen] of 
Florence have always enjoyed a most 
excellent reputation for stability, enterprise 
and consesrvativeness.  They possess the 
respect and confidence of wholesale 
merchants and manufacturers in New York,  
Chicago, Milwaukee, Green Bay, Fond du 
Lac and other large cities where they are 
known, and their enterprise has frequently 
been favorably commented upon by 
rresidents of neighboring towns and cities.  
The business men [sic – businessmen], 
with one or two exceptions, who met with 
such dire disaster on Friday, September 14, 
1888, made their money in Florence, and 
they intend to retrieve their losses by 
remaining and re-engaging in business 
here.  This will indeed by a grand thing for 
the city, town and county, and they should 
receive substantial aid and encouragement 
by every patriotic citizen and tax-payer [sic 
– taxpayer] within the borders of Florence 
County.  Although those who contemplate 
building have not, at this early day, fully 
decided as to the character of their 
proposed new structures, it is highly 
probable that a majority of the new 
buildings will be constructed of brick and 
stone.  The cost of stone and brick 
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buildings, it is estimated, will not be more 
than 25 to 35 per cent. [sic] greater than 
wooden structures, while the danger of 
another similar conflagration will be very 
greatly lessened; the rates of insurance will 
certainly be materially lower, and the 
beauty of the city will be considerably 
enhanced. 

Owing to the occurrence of the fire so 
late in the week, and also to the fact that a 
great portion of the material, stock and 
other effects were removed from the 
MINING NEWS office at the time of the fire, 
under the impression that this office would 
not escape the conflagration, thus 
necessarily involving a great deal of extra 
labor, the report of the fire given in last 
week’s issue was not so elaborate and 
complete as the editor desired.  He, 
however, makes no apology to the readers 
of the MINING NEWS, as none is needed.  
The demand for copies of the paper were 
[sic – was] very great, several hundred 
extra copies having been sold.  A number 
of small losses, together with several 
interesting incidents which occurred during 
and subsequent to the fire were 
unavoidably omitted form last week’s 
account of the calamity. 

James Ray, who, with his wife, occupied 
rooms over Morrison’s two-story frame 
building, adjoining Gordon’s dry goods 
store, lost $400 upon furniture and 
household effects.  Insurance $100. 

William Franklin and family occupied 
living rooms in the same building.  He only 
succeeded in saving three or four pieces of 
furniture and but little clothing. 

The loss sustained by the county cuts 
quite a figure.  The loss on safes alone was 
fully $1,000, while hundreds of valuable 
records, which money can not [sic – cannot] 
replace, were burned.  The county also lost 
law books, including the Wisconsin reports 
– sixty-five volumes in all. 

Irving Pendleton, of Oconto, lost a 
logging outfit, valued at $1,200, upon which 
there was an insurance of $500, in the City 
of London.  The property was stored in 
Omer Huff’s barn. 

David Doty, of Oconto, also lost a 
logging outfit, valued at $800, which was 
stored in Huff’s barn.  Insurance $500. 

A number of musical instruments, some 
of the pieces being owned by the town and 
others by the individuals of the Florence 
Cornet Band, were destroyed.  The band 
room was located in the second story of the 
Collins block.  The boys also lost a number 
of expensive caps, music, furniture, etc.  
Shortly after the alarm was sounded at 2 
o’clock on the fatal afternoon, H.L. Stevens, 
a member of the band, rushed up stairs [sic 
– upstairs] into the band room and hurriedly 
seized an armful of effects.  He made his 
way into the street[,] deposited the things in 
a safe place and immediately after doing so 
attempted to make a second trip.  The rear 
part of the building was then in flames, and 
Mr. Stevens was unable to carry out his 
intention. 

Five minutes or so after the discovery of 
the flames in the shed in the rear of the 
postoffice [sic – post office], the postmaster 
and assistant postmaster, [sic] were driven 
from the building by the heat and smoke.  
Before their flight, however, the gentlemen 
handed out the mail pouches, an armful of 
books and such other things as they could 
grab.  These effects were taken across the 
street and deposited in the office of the 
Florence House.  It is since learned that the 
books, etc., were shortly afterwards 
removed to a place of greater safety. 

When Webb’s building, the postoffice 
[sic – post office] and the Collins block were 
burning, nobody had the least idea that the 
fire would sweep across the street, and 
consequently little was done toward 
removing goods from the Florence House, 
Gordon’s dry goods store, Harris & Co.’s 
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grocery, and the buildings situated between 
the two latter stores.  When the buildings 
indicated were ignited, the fire spread so 
rapidly that there was not the slightest 
chance to do anything.  Mr. Peltier, the 
proprietor of the Florence Hotel, saved only 
a few articles of trifling value. 

Jacob Gordon was one of the first 
persons to volunteer to assist in saving 
postoffice [sic – post office] property.  He 
took charge of the mail pouches.  Mr. 
Gordon, who, like everybody else, 
supposeed [sic – supposed] the fire would 
be contined [sic – contained] to the south 
side of the block, did not try to save his own 
property until it was everlastingly too late.  
He did, however, succeed in carrying out 
one or two armfuls of dry goods out of a 
rear door of his store.  These he placed a 
few rods distant, and all the things were 
afterwards burned. 

A pigeon hole cupboard belonging to the 
school board, and which contained all the 
school records, reports and stationery, was 
taken out of A.K. Godshall’s hardware 
store, carried across the street and placed 
in Ross’s paint shop, in Molloy’s old stable.  
The cupboard was burned. 

A lot of shelf goods and two show cases 
[sic – showcases] were taken out of 
Godshall’s hardware store, deposited in the 
street and subsequently burned. 

Most of the boarders at the Florence 
Hotel lost all of their personal effects.  Patsy 
Baker, the popular barber, was more 
fortunate than the others.  Soon after the 
alarm was given, Patsy rushed to the hotel 
and secured his trunk, clothing and other 
valuables. 

J.T. Hillyer, manager of Harris & Co.’s 
grocery was temporarily absent from the 
store at the time of the fire.  Not a single 
article in the establishment was saved, and, 
to make matters worse, Harris & Co. did not 
have a dollar’s worth of insurance on 
building or stock. 

Omer Huff, who lost his two-story 
carpenter shop, and who was uninsured, 
happily succeeded in removing all of his 
tools and carpentering outfit. 

One very curious feature of the fire was 
the burning of Winkler & Campbell’s barn, 
on Florence Avenue.  The building, which 
was located on Florence Avenue, near 
Cyclops Street, a block distant from the 
postoffice [sic – post office], caught fire 
from flying burning timbers and was almost 
entirely consumed quite awhile before the 
fire communicated to the buildings 
immediately across the street from the 
postoffice [sic – post office], Collins House 
and other structures which burned early 
during the conflagration. 

The magnificent large school house was 
miraculously saved from the flames, though 
everybody believed it would surely go.  
Prof. Morrison (who had dismissed school 
soon after the alarm was given at 2 
o’clock), and a corps of boys, pupils of the 
school, deserve the most extravagant 
praise for their work on that dreadful 
afternoon, and the MINING NEWS 
sincerely regrets that mention of their 
gallantry was inadvertently omitted in last 
Saturday’s report.  The roof of the imposing 
edifice, which, by the way, is the pride and 
boast of all patriotic Florentines, caught fire 
on three or four different occasions and the 
front of the structure was almost red hot.  
The gallant principal and his corps of brave 
lads carried pailful after pailful of water to 
the roof, put out the insipient blazes as fast 
as they appeared and kept the roof and 
front saturated.  They remained at their post 
until all danger was over.  To their efforts 
alone is due the saving to the city of a 
$10,000 school house – one of the best of 
its kind in this part of the country. 

Geo. W. Baird’s house came very near 
buring, too.  S.T. Beattie and one or two 
other gentlemen whose names are not 
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known to the writer, undoubtedly saved the 
building. 

Three of the county safes were only 
partially damaged by the fire, while two 
were ruined beyond repair.  The safes 
which gave the best service and which 
stood the intense heat far better than all 
other makes were of Hall’s manufacture.  
The county treasurer’s large safe was found 
to be in fair condition, considering what it 
had gone through, and the same can be 
said of Charles Peterson’s county abstract 
safe and the clerk of the court’s safe.  The 
records in each of the receptacles last 
named, which were opened early in the 
week, were in excellent shape.  C.D. 
Reeves, a representative of the Hall Safe 
Company, of Chicago, spent two or three 
days in the city early in the week.  The 
gentleman appeared before the county 
board on Tuesday and contracted to furnish 
the county with a 6,000 pound safe, for the 
use of the register of deeds, and one 
weighing 5,000 pounds, for the county 
clerk, the former to cost $285 and the latter 
$215.  A contract was also made with the 
Hall company to repair the county 
treasurer’s, clerk of the court’s and abstract 
safes for $325.  These figures are 
considered quite reasonable.  Of the safes 
owned by private individuals, those 
belonging to A.K. Godshall and R.B. Webb 
fared the best.  Both are of the Hall pattern, 
and will be repaired by the company at 
reasonable figures. 

Mrs. Hillyer, wife of J.T. Hillyer, arrived 
in the city on a visit only a day or two before 
the fire.  The couple were stopping at the 
Avenue House, which was burned, Mrs. 
Hillyer losing her trunk and a valuable 
wardrobe.  The lady left for her home in 
Waupun on Wednesday. 

The MINING NEWS takes pleasure in 
announcing that J.T. Hillyer, late of the firm 
of Harris & Co., victims of the big 
conflagration, will establish himself in 

business in John Simon’s new block on 
Central Avenue. 

W.C. Main, the popular liveryman, who 
was one of the heavy losers by the fire, has 
purchased a fine lot on Central Avenue, 
between Albercht & Kneebone’s butcher 
shop and Webber & Karune’s restaurant, 
from Charles Loughrey.  He will build a new 
stable at once.  Mr. Main and mother are 
temporarily boarding at the Ludington 
House. 

W.J. Hocking suffered a small loss to 
breakage of stock, all of which was 
removed during the progress of the 
conflagration.  His insurance of $500 will 
much more than repay the loss. 

McNair & Baird are settled in the mining 
company’s store.  They will resume 
business as soon as their losses are 
adjusted, which will probably be very soon.  
LATER. – The firm’s loss on stock has been 
adjusted at $1,000; their insurance, it will be 
remembered, was $2,400.  They received 
the total insurance on building – $800. 

The insurance adjusters, J.J. Berne, of 
Chicago, and J.A. Warner, of Milwaukee[,] 
arrived in Florence this week, Mr. Berne 
coming on Tuesday and “Uncle John,” as 
Mr. Warner is familiarly called by his 
insurance friends, on Thursday.  The 
gentlemen have been hard at work and 
their labors were completed to-day [sic – 
today].  The following is the total insurance 
(with the exception of that carried by H.D. 
Fisher) upon the burned buildings, stocks, 
fixtures and personal effects: 
Commercial……………………………$2,600 
Traders’………………………………..  2,000 
City of London………………………… 3,300 
Queen………………………………….  2,200 
North America………………………...  3,600 
Pennsylvania………………………….  1,800 
     Total……………………………....$15,500 

The MINING NEWS’ estimate of the 
total loss, $75,000, is considered a fair and 
accurate figure, and is certainly not very far 
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out of the way.  With only two or three 
exceptions, the losses sustained by those 
fortunate enough to have insurance upon 
their property were total, and the adjusters 
had little difficulty in effecting speedy 
settlements. 

W.C. Main, who had no insurance upon 
his livery barn or contents or upon his 
dwelling, allowed his policies to lapse some 
two months ago.  He lost a year’s supply of 
hay and all his cutters, sleighs, robes and 
much other valuable property.  Mr. Main 
was looking for a runaway horse out near 
the poor farm, [sic] at the time of the fire, 
and when he returned to the city his barn 
was entirely wrapped in flames. 

J.S. Penberthy came very near being 
shot by one of the cartridges which were 
discharged form Webb’s hardware store 
during the fire.  The bullet passed in 
dangerous proximity to “Pen’s” head. 

But for the moon, the city would be in 
darkness now at night.  The electric wires 
have been down since the fire, owing to the 
burning of the poles in the devastated 
district. 

Jacob Gordon, one of the heaviest 
losers by the fire, left for Chicago yesterday 
afternoon, for the purpose of settling with 
his creditors.  His insurance is not likely to 
do him very much good, more than to repay 
a portion of his liabilities.  It is sincerely 
hoped, however, that Mr. Gordon will 
satisfactory [sic – satisfactorily] settle his 
affairs so as to be able to resume business. 

J.E. Parry has purchased J. Gordon’s lot 
in the burned district for $100. 

The Milwaukee Journal contained this 
ridiculous dispatch from Florence on 
Saturday last:  “The village that stood here 
yesterday is practically wiped out to-day [sic 
– today], a fire having destroyed nearly 
everything that would burn in the business 
portion of the city.”  The “village” is not 
“wiped out” or anything like it.  Two blocks 
were burned in the business portion of the 

city, but there are a dozen or more 
business blocks left yet; besides there is a 
good prospect of the burned district being 
replaced by a better class of buildings than 
it contained previous to the fire.  The 
conflagration was bad enough as it was, 
without any missrepresentation [sic – 
misrepresentation] or exaggeration. 

Mrs. Pontbriand lost a pair of spectacles 
during the excitement at the time of the fire.  
The loss of the glasses is a serious one to 
the lady, and it is to be hoped that the finder 
will promptly return them. 

The MINING NEWS erred last week, in 
stating that Mrs. Pontbriand carried $300 
insurance upon her little stock of 
confectionery and household effects.  
Unfortunately she had not a cent of 
insurance.  

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 39 [Saturday, September 
22, 1888], page 5, column 3 

 

THE DEPARTMENT 
IS EFFICIENT. 

_____ 
 

The Recent Calamity Due to 
Incendiarism, Drouth and the 

Wind. 
_____ 

 
Two more of the “wooden towns” in this 

region got a scorching last week that serves 
a [sic – as] a further reminder of the folly of 
putting up business blocks of pine and then 
failing to provide adequate means of 
fighting fire when it breaks out among them, 
as it surely will, sooner or latter [sic – later].  
Both conflagrations occurred on Friday 
afternoon, one being at Florence and the 
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other at Washburn.  In the former the loss 
of property amounted to $75,000, and in the 
latter it reached twice that sum.  It pays to 
build substantially, if for no other purpose 
than to secure reasonable rates of 
insurance, as the companies have to 
charge a rate that is almost ruinous for the 
insured to pay where they take risks in 
towns built largely of pine and where no 
efficient system of fire protection is provided 
by their people. – [Mining Journal. 

As far as Florence is concerned, the 
Mining Journal’s advice concerning the 
erection of more substantial buildings is 
timely and worthy of consideration.  But it is 
mistaken as to fire protection in this city.  
Florence has an excellent water works 
system and an efficient fire department.  In 
these respects it is probably ahead of 
scores of cities and villages of even larger 
population in Wisconsin and Michigan.  At 
the recent disastrous fire the department 
responded promptly and gave splendid 
service, bringing four streams to play upon 
the flames within a few moments after the 
alarm was given.  The firemen, however[,] 
had three great draw-backs, [sic] to contend 
with.  In the first place, there is no doubt 
that the fire was of incendiary origin, and it 
is probable, judging from the fierceness 
with which it spread immediately upon the 
discovery, that the scoundrely [sic] firebug 
used kerosene to accomplish his purpose.  
In the second place, everything was dry as 
powder, a drouth [sic – drought] of six 
week’s duration having been experienced 
immediately subsequent to the 
conflagration.  Third, a high wind prevailed 
while the fire was raging.  The editor of this 
journal has witnessed and reported a 
number of large and disastrous fires in 
Milwaukee, which probably has as efficient 
and as well equipped a department as any 
city of equal size upon the continent.  Yet 
sometimes fires get beyond the control of 
the firemen, in spite of the most heroic 

efforts.  This was the case at the fire which 
destroyed the Newhall House, and also at 
the great T.A. Chapman fire.  The Florence 
fire department is thoroughly efficient, 
although it, of course, being a volunteer 
department, naturally lacks the discipline of 
a metropolitan paid department.  If, on the 
other hand, some of the buildings which 
were destroyed on Friday of last week had 
been constructed of brick, the firemen might 
have been able to check the flames before 
they had spread over to great an area of 
territory. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 39 [Saturday, September 
22, 1888], page 5, columns 4-5 

 

A NEW COURT 
HOUSE. 

_____ 
 

INITIAL STEPS TAKEN TO 
PROCURE A SITE. 

_____ 
 

The County Board Decides to Advertise 
for Proposals for Suitable Grounds – 
A Mass Meeting of the People – 
Strong Speeches in Favor of the 
Improvement – Committees 
Appointed – One of the Burned 
Blocks Favored by a majority of Tax-
Payers. 

_____ 
 

All good and patriotic citizens of 
Florence and Commonwealth, the only 
towns in Florence County, cannot help 
feeling humiliated and ashamed that Judge 
Geo. H. Myers, the learned and popular 
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judge in this Tenth Judicial Circuit[,] has 
been compelled to hold the fall term of court 
in a dingy little room, in the rear part of the 
engine house, ycleped [sic] “Town Hall.”  
The improvised “court room” was scarcely 
large enough to accommodate the judge, 
jurors, attorneys and those directly 
interested in the cases tried.  The veteran 
judge could scarcely restrain his indignation 
that so prosperous a county as Florence 
could not afford, like other neighboring 
young counties in the state, to provide a 
more suitable court room.  He said he 
considered it almost criminal to attempt to 
try cases under such disagreeable 
circumstances.  Of course, as everybody 
knows, the county offered the best it had, 
since Mr. Tully, whose hotel, the Avenue 
House, was destroyed by fire last week, 
was necessarily obliged to convert his 
opera house, where the court sessions are 
usually held, into a temporary dwelling 
place for himself and his family.  The recent 
great fire has at last convinced the county 
board that it is high time that Florence 
County possessed suitable county 
buildings.  A large portion of the public 
records which were destroyed a week ago 
yesterday can never be replaced, and the 
county sustains irreparable loss.  While this 
alone is a powerful argument that a court 
house is an imperative necessity, there are 
half a dozen other and almost equally as 
strong reasons why there should be no 
further delays in this very important matter.  
The MINING NEWS, during the past year or 
two, has strenuously advocated the 
erection of county buildings, but no decided 
steps have ever been taken.  The county is 
now over six years old.  A grave mistake 
was made when former boards of 
supervisors neglected to appropriate certain 
sums of money each year toward 
consummating this very essential 
improvement.  Nothing was ever done until 
last year, when the board did actually set 

aside a paltry thousand dollars for this 
purpose.  The old saying, “Lock up your 
barn after your horse is stolen,” 
appropriately applies in this instance, as 
another “horse” will have to be procured.  
County records will again accumulate, and 
unless provision is made for protecting 
them against loss by fire, etc., there will 
always be danger. 

_____ 
 

A Mass Meeting. 
 

The views and opinions here expressed 
are shared by nearly all tax-payers in 
Florence.  This is evidenced by the recent 
enthusiastic mass meeting of the citizens of 
Florence, which also included a number of 
prominent Commonwealth gentlemen. 

The meeting was held in Tully’s Opera 
House on Monday evening, and the 
attendance was large.  Capt. James Tobin, 
of this city, presided, and Geo. D. Swift, of 
Commonwealth, acted as secretary. 

A.K. Godshall explained the object of 
the gathering.  He had conversed with 
many of the leading tax-payers, all of whom 
favored taking immediate steps toward 
erecting county buildings.  The speaker 
favored the burned block, No. 13, bounded 
by Central and Florence Avenues, Norway 
and Cyclops Streets, as the most desirable 
site.  He was of the opinion that as nearly 
every building upon the block had been 
burned, a good opportunity was at hand for 
the county to procure the site.  The building 
of a court house on the block indicated 
would go a long ways towards benefiting 
the county seat, and business and 
materially add to the appearance of the city. 

Messrs. Webb, Louoghrey and others 
coincided with Mr. Godshall’s views. 

A.M. Parmenter, of Commonwealth, 
favored the erection of county buildings.  As 
to the site proposed by the first speaker, 
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Mr. Parmenter though tit best to investigate 
carefully with a view of ascertaining 
whether it could be secured at a reasonable 
outlay of money and whether indisputable 
titles can be obtained. 

Chairman Tobin said the idea was to 
appoint two committees, one to see what 
the various lots in the block could be bought 
for, and the other to lay the whole matter 
before the county board.  He thought a 
court house was a public necessity. 

John Simon thought it necessary to 
have a court house, and now was the time 
to build it. 

Prof. Morrison eloquently favored the 
building of a court house, and T.C. Tully, 
Will A. Curry and others were of the same 
opinion. 

The following committees were 
thereupon appointed: 

On ascertaining the cost of lots in block 
13 – R.B. Webb, Geo. D. Swift, A.M. 
Parmenter, W.A. Curry and Charles 
Peterson. 

On waiting upon the county board – 
Capt. James Tobin, A.K. Godshall, Thos. C. 
Tully and Geo. C. Youngs. 

The people’s meeting thereupon 
adjourned until Monday evening, October 1. 

_____ 
 

The County Board Takes Action. 
 

At the request of the citizen’s [sic – 
citizens’] committee, the county board held 
a special meeting in the town hall at 4 
o’clock Tuesday afternoon.  The question of 
taking immediate steps toward acquiring a 
suitable site for the proposed county 
buildings had been laid before the 
supervisors previous to the special meeting.  
Chairman Dickinson offered a resolution 
instructing the county board to immediately 
advertise for proposals for a suitable site, 
the propositions to be opened in the 

presence of the board on Thursday, 
October 4, at 9 A.M.  The reselution [sic – 
resolution] was unanimously adopted.  [The 
advertisement for proposals is printed 
elsewhere in this issue.] 

After a site has been procured, it is 
highly probably [sic – probable] that a 
special election will be held to vote upon 
the question of bonding the county for the 
purpose of raising the necessary funds to 
erect the county building, which will include 
a court house, with necessary county 
offices, and a jail. 

The MINING NEWS considers the block 
where formerly stood the Florence House, 
Main’s stable and residence, Gordon’s 
store, Harris & Co’s store, Huff’s carpenter 
shop, etc., as the very best that the county 
could select.  It will be convenient for 
everybody and improve the appearance of 
the city.  If it is not secured for the purpose 
named,  in all probability only a portion of 
the block will again be built up, and the 
remaining part will always be an eyesore to 
the community.  If a court house is build 
upon the block, nearly if not all of the 
gentlemen who were burned out on the 
opposite side of the street, [sic] will rebuild 
this fall, and erect substantial solid brick 
buildings, too.  Of course the MINING 
NEWS does not favor paying exorbitant 
prices for any of the lots.  The county is not 
obliged to take this particular tract, for other 
sites, though probably less desirable, can 
be had for low figures.  It is known, 
however, that at least ten of the twenty lots 
comprising the block can be bought at $100 
each.  At least the owners are willing to sell 
for that price, providing the property is used 
for court house purposes.  It would be a 
good idea for the county to buy the entire 
block, providing the cost be reasonable.  
Then the court house could be placed in the 
center, far remote from adjoining buildings, 
thus greatly lessening the danger from fire. 
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The people are in earnest in the matter, 
and the county board appears to be heartily 
in sympathy with the movement. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 40 [Saturday, September 
29, 1888], page 5, column 2 

 
The New Firm of Hillyer & Simon. 

_____ 
 

J.T. Hillyer, late of the firm of W.W. 
Harris & Co., victims of the recent fire, is 
the first one of the burned-out merchants to 
resume business.  Mr. Hillyer has 
associated himself with John Simon, under 
the firm name of Hillyer & Simon, and the 
gentlemen have opened a retail grocery 
store in Mr. Simon’s block on the south side 
of Central Avenue, near the Ludington 
House.  They have purchased a large and 
carefully selected stock of staple and fancy 
groceries and have one of the handsomest 
and well-appointed stores in the city.  
Everybody admires Mr. Hillyer’s pluck and 
enterprise, and the new house cannot help 
meeting with the success it deserves. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 40 [Saturday, September 
29, 1888], page 5, columns 3-4 

 
LOCAL BREVETIES. 

 
CARPENTERS are in good demand in 

Florence at present. 
W.J. Hocking, the druggist, received $50 

insurance for damage, etc., to his stock, 
which was removed during the great fire. 

THE indications are that the burnt 
district will be rebuilt better than before the 
fire.  Brick and stone will figure largely in 
the building operations. 

THOMAS CROWLEY, formerly of East 
Saginaw, Mich., has purchased J. Pecore’s 
saloon business, on the southwest corner 
of Central Avenue and Cyclops Street. 

W.C. MAIN’S new livery barn is nearly 
completed and will be ready for occupany 
[sic – occupancy] and business next week.  
The building is 30 by 45 feet and is a most 
substantial structure. 

THE postoffice [sic – post office], which 
has permanently been located in Hocking’s 
drug store, has been supplied with second-
hand fixtures from Iron Mountain, and 
patrons are now supplied with boxes.  The 
new boxes are not very ornamental, but 
they are better than no boxes at all. 

MRS. JACOB GORDON informed a 
MINING NEWS reporter, Thursday, that her 
husband, who is now in Chicago, had made 
a satisfactory settlement with his creditors 
and had purchased a large stock of goods.  
He will return next week and re-establish 
himself in business in the Fraser building. 

JUST as soon as any one of the 
business men [sic – businessmen] who 
were burnt out two weeks ago makes the 
first move toward rebuilding on either one of 
the devastated blocks on Central Avenue, 
the indications are that others will 
immediately follow suit.  Who will be the 
first to contract for a solid brick building? 

THOS. C. TULLY has leased the Marsh 
residence, on Olive Avenue, and will 
remove his family to their new place of 
abode early next week.  Mr. Tully and 
family have occupied the Opera House as a 
dwelling place ever since the occurrence of 
the fire which destroyed ther old home – the 
Avenue House. 

ALL the electric light poles which were 
burned two weeks ago yesterday have 
been replaced by new ones.  New wire will 
soon be strung, and probably before 
another week the lamp at the corner of 
Central Avenue and Norway Street will be 
again placed in position.  The lamp was 
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saved by Jimmie Pike on the afternoon of 
the day of the fire. 

THE attention of the town board is 
respectfully called to the necessity which 
exists for a new sidewalk on either side of 
Central Avenue in the burned district, from 
Norway to Cyclops Street.  The old walks 
were all burned at the time of the fire, and, 
owing to the frequent rains, the people in 
the eastern part of the city are often 
compelled to walk through the mud in order 
to reach the postoffice [sic – post office] 
and business houses. 

_____ 
 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL. 
 

Abel Keyes, of Menasha, is paying one 
of his welcome visits to Florence, he having 
arrived in the city on Wednesday.  Mr. 
Keyes sustained a serious loss by the fire.  
A large quantity of valuable property, 
consisting of choice government maps, 
important papers, charts, etc., which he had 
loaned to his son, County Treasurer Keyes, 
were destroyed when the postoffice [sic – 
post office] building was burned.  The 
pecuniary value of the property was fully 
$400, but many of the articles can never be 
replaced.  A buggy belonging to Mr. Keyes, 
and which was stored in Omer Huff’s barn, 
was also burned. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 41 [Saturday, October 6, 
1888], page 5, columns 3-4 

 
LOCAL BREVETIES. 

 
CONSIDERABLE building is going on. 
THE burned district will look altogether 

different before the 1st of January. 

MRS. PONTBRIAND has taken Mrs. 
Harris’ small dwelling house, om [sic – on] 
Central Avenue, for the winter. 

OMER HUFF has leased Mrs. Simpkins’ 
small building, opposite W.W. Noyes’ store, 
for a carpenter shop. 

THE weather this week has been 
decidedly unfavorable for out-door work, 
such as carpentering, brick-laying and 
painting. 

THOS. C. TULLY is putting up a two-
story frame building on a portion of the site 
of the old Avenue House.  Mr. Tully 
contemplates erecting a fine hotel building 
in the spring. 

POSTMASTER CLARK has just 
completed extensive improvements in the 
new postoffice [sic – post office].  The new 
general delivery, in point of convenience, is 
a great improvement over the one used in 
the old postoffice [sic – post office]. 

 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL. 
 

Jacob Gordon returned from Chicago on 
Saturday last, and left again for the City of 
Sin on Sunday.  Mrs. Gordon accompanied 
her husband.  Mr. Gordon intends returning 
to Florence in a few days with a stock of dry 
goods and clothing.  He will resume 
business in the Fraser building. 

Mrs. Main returned on Wednesday form 
Escanaba, where she visited her son, 
Melvin Main.  Mrs. Main and her son, W.C. 
Main, have gone to housekeeping on 
Spring Street. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 42 [Saturday, October 13, 
1888], page 5, column 3 

 
Florence to be Congratulated. 
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Hundreds of A.K. Godshall’s warm 
friends and well wishers in Florence and 
Commonwealth are sincerely glad that he 
has decided to rebuild and continue in the 
hardware and furniture business in this city.  
Mr. Godshall was one of the heaviest losers 
in the recent disastrous fire, but, nothing 
daunted by his terrible misfortune, he 
intends to re-establish himself in the 
mercantile trade at once.  Possessing as he 
does an abundance of energy, grit and 
enterprise, together with unwaivering [sic – 
unwavering] integrity and honesty as a 
business man [sic – businessman], Mr. 
Godshall cannot help but succeed, as 
everybody hopes he will.  His new store 
building, the material for which is upon the 
ground, will be located on the site of his two 
former buildings on the south side of 
Central Avenue, between Cyclops and 
Norway Streets.  The new structure will be 
substantially built and of large enough 
capacity to meet the demands of business. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 42 [Saturday, October 13, 
1888], page 8, column 1 

 
LOCAL BREVITIES. 

 
WHEN is the new sidewalk to be built 

upon the burned block?  Residents in the 
western part of the city are becoming 
anxious. 

THE electric lamp, which was taken 
down on September 14 – the day of the big 
fire – at the corner of Central Avenue and 
Norway Street, was placed in position on 
Wednesday. 

 

To the Public. 
 

I will reopen my new store, corner of 
Central Avenue and Chapin Street, in a few 

days.  I desire to gratefully thank the people 
for their generous patronage in the past, 
and ask for a renewal of their confidence in 
the future.  I have spared no time and pains 
in securing a full and complete stock of dry 
goods, clothing, boots and shoes, etc., 
including all of the latest novelties, and 
cordially invite the public to call and 
examine the same.  Hoping to see all of my 
old patrons, and many new ones at home 
new store, I remain,          Respectfully 

       J. GORDON. 
 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 43 [Saturday, October 20, 
1888], page 5, column 3 

 
LOCAL BREVITIES. 

 
BUSY season for carpenters. 
JACOB GORDON will open his new 

store on Monday. 
R.B. WEBB’S new building will be 

completed next week. 
THE site of the new court house has 

been selected.  How do you like it? 
A.K. GODSHALL’S new store building is 

well under way, and will be completed and 
ready for occupancy by November 1.  Mr. 
Godshall has decided to make connection 
with the water mains, on Central Avenue.  
This will give him excellent fire protection. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 43 [Saturday, October 20, 
1888], page 5, column 4 

 
A Site Selected. 

 
The County Board of Supervisors have 

[sic – has] practically decided to locate the 
new court house and jail on Lake Street, 
one block south of Tully’s Opera House.  
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That portion of Cyclops Street lying 
between Lake and Spring Streets will be 
vacated by the town, and the vacated 
street, together with eight lots immediately 
adjoining on the east and west, will be the 
site.  The lots to be purchased are known 
as lots 9, 10, 11 and 12, of block 26, and 1, 
2, 14 and 15 of block 29.  The price to be 
paid will not exceed $925.  The report of the 
special committee to select a site will be 
found in full in the official proceedings 
printed elsewhere in this issue.  At a special 
meeting of [the] board, held on Wednesday, 
the committee was instructed to obtain from 
the owners of the lots an agreement to 
convey to same to the county by good and 
sufficient deeds – no reservation of mineral 
rights, etc.  The site is one of the best that 
could have been selected, inasmuch as one 
of the blocks in the burned district, on 
Central Avenue, could not be secured 
without an infinite amount of trouble.  The 
special committee was also instructed to 
submit plans and specifications for the new 
buildings.  The buildings will cost $15,000.  
The MINING NEWS trusts that the new 
court house will be built large enough to 
accommodate the future needs of the 
county and that it will be a handsome, 
substantial structure, and a credit to 
Florence County. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 44 [Saturday, October 27, 
1888], page 5, columns 3-4 

 
LOCAL BREVITIES. 

 
MERCHANTS, carpenters, blacksmiths 

and masons are very busy in Florence at 
present. 

WHEN will the town board construct that 
much-needed sidewalk on Central Avenue, 
through the burned district? 

A.K. GODSHALL & Co. will open their 
new store next week, with a new and 
elegant stock of furniture, etc., and also a 
full line of sporting goods.  Read “A.K.’s” 
new ad. On this page. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 45 [Saturday, November 3, 
1888], page 8, column 1 

 
LOCAL BREVITIES. 

 
JACOB GORDON has re-purchased 

from J.E. Parry the lot on Central Avenue 
which he sold to the later immediately after 
the big fire in September last.  Mr. Gordon 
will rebuild next spring on the site of his 
store building, which was destroyed by fire 
seven weeks ago yesterday. 

 

SPREAD EAGLE 
 

Florence Mining News, Florence, Florence 
County, Wisconsin, Volume XII, Number 
40 [Saturday, September 24, 1892], 
page 5, column 2 

 

A TERRIBLE VISITATION. 
_____ 

 
Chainey’s Resort at Spread Eagle 

Lake Destroyed by Fire – 
Total Loss. 

 
Emanuel Chainey’s cosy [sic – cozy] 

and comfortable hotel, located on Fred 
John Island, at Spread Eagle Lake, was 
totally destroyed by fire at about 12 o’clock, 
noon, on Sunday last.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Chainey and one or two guests of the hotel 
had gone over to the railroad station, (about 
three-quarters of a mile from the island) on 
the little steamer, and during their absence 
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the building caught fire, presumably from 
sparks from a kitchen stove, and before the 
return of the party the structure was beyond 
saving.  Mr. Chainey’s loss is estimated at 
fully $2,000, with no insurance whatever.  
Included in the loss was the burning of a 
quantity of money estimated at between 
$400 and $500.  Mr. Chainey, who appears 
to have had little or no faith in banks, had 
all of his season’s savings, about $1,200, 
hidden in the house, but more than half of 
the amount, a roll of bills and some gold 
and silver, was saved in a badly damaged 
condition.  The family lost every stitch of 
clothing they possessed, except that which 
they wore, and not an article of furniture 
was saved.  Among the things wiped up by 
the ruthless fire fiend was an elegant $400 
piano, nearly new.  The loss of the hotel 
and its valuable contents falls with crushing 
weight upon Mr. Chainey, who is an 
unusually sober and industrious man.  He 
has worked very hard for the past two or 
three years in building up a fine resort at 
the beautiful lake, and up to this year had 
invested his earnings in making 
improvements for the entertainment of his 
numerous guests and visitors.  The season 
now about closing has been quite 
profitable, so that the proprietor has been 
enabled to lay up a snug sum for a “rainy 
day,” but Sunday’s fire now compels him to 
start up anew.  He is by no means 
discouraged, however, and will at once 
commence the work of rebuilding so as to 
be in readiness for next season’s business. 


