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Postmarked in Quinnesec, Dickinson County, on May 23, 1912, this view shows the logging 

yards south of Quinnesec along the Menominee River above the Lower Quinnesec Falls at 

Niagara, Marinette County, Wisconsin.   The dusting of snow indicates late winter or early 

spring, when a large number of logs would be stockpiled to transport to the mills. [WJC Photo] 



FOSTER CITY, BREEN TOWNSHIP 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

FOSTER CITY, Dickinson County:  a station on a 

branch of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, in 

Breen Township, in 1884; the village was founded and 

named by Alonzo L. Foster in 1884, and he became its first 

postmaster on Feb. 5, 1886; this lumberman disposed of his 

holdings here in 1895; it was in Menominee County until 

Dickinson was organized in 1891. 

BREEN TOWNSHIP:  Organized March 16, 1867, 

embracing T39N – T40N – T41N of R27W – R28 W (then 

part of Menominee County); boundary changes:  (1) E ½ of 

T40N of R27W detached February 27, 1890, and attached 

to Spaulding Township; (2) T39N of R27W – R28W and W 

½ of T40N of R27W detached February 27, 1890, and 

included in Meyer Township as organized; (3) T42N – 

T43N – T44N of R27W and T39N of R28W attached May 

21, 1891, to Dickinson County as organized; (4) T39N – 

T40N of R28W and S ½ of T41N of R28W set off March 9, 

1892, and organized as Waucedah Township; (5) T43N – 

T44N of R27 W detached October 19, 1908, and included in 

West Branch Township as organized; named for Thomas 

and Bartley Breen, timber cruisers from Menominee. 



This postcard view caught “The Felch Flyer,” also called “The Lightning Express,” crossing the 

railroad bridge over the Sturgeon River at Foster City in August, 1910.  Note the two passenger 

cars behind the boxcar.  [Beatrice Blomquist] 



Postmarked Foster City, February 3, 1911, this early postcard view shows an early automobile 

crossing the road bridge spanning the Sturgeon River with the railroad bridge visible in the 

background at the upper right.  The railroad servicing Foster City was a branch of the Chicago & 

Northwestern Railway. [WJC Photo] 



Dating from about 1906, this unused postcard view, published  by Albert J. Sandgren, of 

Escanaba, shows a close-up view of the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s sawmill with the 

sawdust burner at the left.  From 1884-1895 the A.M. Harmon Lumber Company ran Foster 

City’s original lumber company. [WJC Photo] 



The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company made extensive alterations at its Foster City sawmill in 

the early spring of 1905.  A 40x50-foot addition housed the shingle mill equipped with two double 

block machines and ten knot saws capable of producing 160,000 shingles per day.  The main 

building, 50x120 feet, contained a bandsaw, resaw, edger, trimmer, tie machine and shingle bolt 

saw. [Lola (Wickman) Hallenbeck] 



The mill had the capacity of 45,000 feet of lumber per day.  A planing mill and electric light plant 

completed the Foster City sawmill complex, pictured here at about the time the improvements 

were made.  Note the cone-shaped sawdust burner at the left, the lumber carts on the wooden 

tramways and the horse-drawn slab carts below.  Obviously a large number of the mill’s 

employees posed for the photographer.  [Lola (Wickman) Hallenbeck] 



The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company was incorporated in 1900 by Tom Morgan, of Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin, when he purchased the Harmon Lumber Company in Foster City.  The Morgan 

Lumber & Cedar Company closed its mill in Foster City in 1923.  Postmarked December 5, 

1911, this postcard provides a wonderful overview of the company’s operations. [WJC Photo] 



Taken from Boarding House Hill, the corner of the company store is visible at the lower right.  

Note the stacked logs at the upper right and the rough-sawn boards at the lower left.  An item in 

the March 2, 1905 edition of The Iron Mountain Press noted a 40’ x 50’ addition was built on 

the shingle mill, equipped with two double block machines and ten knot saws.  The daily 

capacity of the shingle mill was 160,000 shingles.  The main building was 50’ x 120’ and 

contained a bandsaw, resaw, edger, trimmer, tie machine and shingle bolt saw.  The daily lumber 

capacity of the saw mill was about 45,000 feet.  There was also a planing mill and electric light 

plant in connection with the mill.  At that time the company employed about 250 men in its 

camps and at the mill. [WJC Photo] 



This detailed view of the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s sawmill in Foster City was taken 

by amateur photographer Ernest Robert Brukhardt [ERB], who worked as a railroad station 

agent. Postmarked Foster City, December 5, 1911, this postcard view was taken from Boarding 

House Hill.  Note the ramp coming out of the upper section of the saw mill and the stacks of 

rough-sawn lumber in the foreground in front of the railroad tracks. [WJC Photo] 



This sepia-toned postcard view, dating between 1918 and 1930, shows the road bridge across the 

Sturgeon River at the far left, the sawmill with its cone-shaped sawdust burner, the white-

painted company store left of center and other buildings below Boarding House Hill.  The 

boarding house and other residences were located on Boarding House Hill.  Note the immense 

amount of neatly-stacked lumber in the foreground and the railroad tracks at the far right in the 

lower left corner. [WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard view, dating between 1904 and 1920, was taken by amateur photographer 

Ernest Robert Brukardt, a local railroad station agent.  The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s 

mill appears at the left.  The bridge crossing the millpond and the Sturgeon River, as well as the 

road leading up Boarding House Hill are shown, as is the company store which is the the long 

white building to the right of center.  Company homes line the top of the hill. [WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard view, taken for the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company in about 1910-

1915, shows the sawmill in the foreground. The chain haulage system used to bring logs from 

the hot pond into the mill is clearly visible.  The company store can be seen behind the stacks of 

lumber with Boarding House Hill in the background. The superintendent’s house and the 

boarding house are directly above the company store. [WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard, taken by Conant, an early photographer, and dating between 1910 and 

1915, shows the Morgan Lumber Company’s sawmill at Foster City.  Note the company store at 

the extreme right and the hundreds of logs in the hot pond in the foreground.  A log is being 

conveyed up the chain haulage system into the mill from the hot pond. [WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard view of the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s sawmill, company store 

and residences on Boarding House Hill, taken by amateur photographer Ernest Robert 

Brukhardt, a local railroad station agent, dates from 1910-1915.  Note the chain haulage at the 

far right which brought logs from the hot pond into the sawmill.  The cone-shaped sawdust 

burner is visible at the far right. [WJC Photo] 



This postcard view of Foster City, taken in about 1910 from across the millpond, gives an 

overall view of the Morgan Lumber and Cedar Company’s sawmill complex.  The white 

building just to the left of center bearing the company name was the company store.  The 

sawmill itself, complete with the silo-like sawdust burner, can be seen at the right.  The large 

residence directly above the company store housed the superintendent, while the boardinghouse 

to the right sheltered many employees.  [WJC Photo]   



Dated September 19, 1910, with a message in Swedish, but not postmarked, this postcard shows 

the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s sawmill at Foster City.  The photograph was taken by 

Ernest Robert Brukhardt [ERB], who worked as a railroad station agent.  Note the company 

store at the extreme right in the background and the logs in the hot pond in the foreground. 

[WJC Photo] 



The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company Mill is shown in part at the extreme right of this 

postcard view, postmarked June 6, 1910, with the sawdust burner.  Stacks of drying lumber 

appear between the mill and the railroad tracks in the foreground.  A corner of the building next 

to the company store can be seen at the extreme lower right.  Note the houses across the Sturgeon 

River on the other side of the mill pond. [WJC Photo] 



Although the safe bears the name of the A.M. Harmon Lumber Company, dating back to the mid-

1880’s in Foster City’s history, these three men worked for the Morgan Lumber and Cedar 

Company in 1900 when this photograph was taken.  Pictured from left to right are R.W. Pierce, 

superintendent; Arthur Preston, store manager; and Steve Allen.  [Beatrice Blomquist] 



Postmarked Foster City, August 1, 1910, this view, taken for the Morgan Lumber & Cedar 

Company, shows logs floating in the millpond at the left of the bridge which crossed the 

Sturgeon River.  A corner of the company store is visible at the extreme left, as are the buildings 

on Boarding House Hill which include the superintendent’s house at the left and the boarding 

house at the center. [WJC Photo] 



The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s boarding house (left) and an unidentified building, 

both located on Boarding House Hill, are shown in this postcard view, taken by Ernest Robert 

Brukhardt, who worked as a railroad station agent, and is postmarked Foster City, December 5, 

1915. [WJC Photo] 



The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company Boarding House boarding house (left) and an 

unidentified building, both located on Boarding House Hill, are shown in this postcard view 

taken by Conant, an early photographer, and postmarked Foster City, June 17, 1910. [WJC 

Photo] 



This postcard view of the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company superintendent’s residence (left) 

and boarding house (right) was probably taken between 1915 and 1920. The boarding house 

looks as if it had been enlarged when compared with the previous views.   Note the stone wall in 

front of the superintendent’s house. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



This messaged but unused postcard view, dating to about 1918-1920, shows how close the 

Chicago & Northwestern Railway tracks ran next to the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s 

store in Foster City to facilitate unloading and loading. [WJC Photo] 



The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s store in Foster City was photographed June 7, 1910 

by Ernest Robert Brukhardt [ERB], who worked as a local railroad station agent. [WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard view shows the store with the Chicago & Northwestern Railway tracks 

passing close to the structure to facilitate loading and unloading.  Note the double doors into the 

basement storage level to the left of the steps leading into the store building. [WJC Photo] 



Taken in April, 1914, the employees and customers paused for the camera in the general 

merchandise portion of the Morgan Lumber and Cedar Company store.  Pictured from left to right 

are Mrs. Joe Kelly, Joe Kelly, one of the Hansen men, Mrs. Preston and Julie Lesnick.  [Beatrice 

Blomquist] 



The calendar reads April, 1914, in this photograph showing the meat market of the Morgan 

Lumber and Cedar Company store in Foster City.  Joe Kelly, the butcher, stands behind the 

counter near the scale.  Note the hams hanging at the left and the spool of string hanging above the 

counter ready to secure packages wrapped in butcher paper.  [Beatrice Blomquist] 



Taken from “Boardinghouse Hill” in Foster City, this postcard view shows the Morgan Lumber 

and Cedar Company store in the foreground.  Doors to the left of the store steps led into the 

basement storage area.  The Chicago & North-Western Railway tracks passed close to the store at 

the basement level and the company lumberyards were also located nearby. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



At the upper right St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, the settlement’s first Catholic church building 

which was built in 1906, stands to the left of the Longfellow School.  [Beatrice Blomquist] 



St. Joseph’s Catholic Church was constructed in 1906 in Foster City, Michigan.  St. Joseph’s 

Parish was founded in 1890 as St. Lawrence’s Parish in Metropolitan, and a church was built 

there.  When the Metropolitan Lumber Company ceased operations just prior to 1900, many of 

the people who had been employed in Metropolitan went to work at the Morgan Lumber & 

Cedar Company sawmill in Foster City.  The lumber company donated the property and the 

lumber to build St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. [WJC Photo] 



Using the ideas of Fr. Robarge for a centrally-located church, Pat Milligan and Archie Farrell 

made the plans. The contractor, Art Wilson, with carpenters Fred and Nels White, residents of 

Foster City, built the church which was completed without indebtedness.  The bells, statues and 

vestments from the old St. Lawrence Church were transferred and used in the new church and 

the St. Lawrence Church was boarded up.  On February 20, 1907, Charles Arthur Oren Farrell 

was the first child baptized in the church. [WJC Photo] 



The Longfellow School, referred to in the Iron Mountain Press as the Breen Township School 

when under construction in June of 1910, is pictured at the left.  John Lindsay, of Escanaba, had 

the contract for erecting this school.  The cement basement was made by Mr. Sorby, of Escanaba.  

A stone wall was built along the south side of the school grounds.  [WJC Photo] 



Postmarked Hardwood, Mich., June 17, 1911, and taken by amateur photographer Ernest Robert 

Burkhardt [ERB], this 1910-view of the new high school, the Longfellow School, was called the 

Breen Township School in the Iron Mountain Press when the structure was under construction 

in June of 1910.  A stone wall was built along the south side of the school grounds. [WJC Photo] 



Another postcard view of the Longfellow School, postmarked Foster City, February 25, 1913, was 

also taken by Ernest Robert Brukhardt, station agent and amateur photographer. [WJC Photo] 



The Breen Township Hall at Foster City was used not only for caucuses, elections and other 

township business, but also for church services, social gatherings, dances, Christmas programs, 

movies and masquerades in the early days.  Doctors had their offices in this structure. An ice 

cream parlor and a pool room also occupied space here. [WJC Photo] 



This photograph was taken in 1910 by Ernest Robert Brukhardt [ERB], who worked as a 

railroad station agent.  Note the porch-like structure designed to protect those entering the 

building from icy blasts and inclement weather. [WJC Photo] 



Many elementary students attended school for the first time in this building. According to Esther 

(Peterson) Dawe’s reminiscences, On November 29, 1905, the board noted the crowded 

conditions at the Foster City School.  It was decided to use a room in the Town Hall, provide 

seating and furnishings for the primary grades and engage a teacher at $40.00 per month.  An 

item excerpted from Foster City Facts, in the December 21, 1905 edition of the Iron Mountain 

Press noted:  After the holidays a school room will be established in the town hall with an extra 

teacher in charge to accommodate the increased number of pupils.  The classes taught there will 

consist of the primary and first grade.  [WJC Photo] 



In December, 1908, Foster City’s Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company began operating a steam 

hauling locomotive which could haul from eight to ten loads of hardwood logs each of which 

would require four teams of horses to pull.  Patrick Milligan I stands at the extreme left.  At the 

wheel is “Chicken” Wilson, while Homer Grondine is seated in the cab.  R.W. Pierce, company 

superintendent, stands on the ground in front of the first load. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s steam log hauler was captured on this postcard view 

by Ernest Robert Burkardt near Foster City in about 1915.  Note the engineer at the wheel and 

another man standing on the front sled of the hauler.  The message reads in part:  My what a big 

engine it is. They have ice roads and haul 18 or 20 loads a trip and three trips a day.  You can 

see all the logs that is in one of those pictures.  They have a lot on bank of river.  [WJC Photo] 



Another postcard view taken by amateur photographer Ernest Robert Brukhardt, a local railroad 

station agent, shows the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company’s steam hauler near Foster City and 

dates from 1915 to 1920.  Traveling on man-made ice roads which were sometimes sanded if 

conditions warranted it, the steam hauler hauled 15 to 20 loads at a time on day and night shifts, 

bringing logs and “short stuff” from the camps to the company’s mill in Foster City. [WJC 

Photo] 



The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company owned this duplex of “double house” which stood on 

the hill in Foster City between the Walter Filback and the Olaf Olson homes.  When this 

photograph was taken at the turn of the century the John Johnsons rented the left side and the 

John Olsons rented the right side.  Among those positively identified are Edith Johnson, John 

Johnson, Mina Johnson (holding Carl O.E. Johnson, who was born in 1899), Theodore Johnson, 

Jennie Olson, Nels Olson, Larson and Magnus Olson.  Note the logs to the right and the ridge 

which has already been logged off. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



Probably taken around 1910, this photograph shows the Jake Johnson homestead, located one 

mile north of Foster City on the Northway Road (now Harry Peterson Road).  Jake Johnson is 

seated in the automobile, his wife is standing next to it, their son Emil is seated in the buggy and 

Olaf, another son, holds the bridle of the unhitched horse.  Another son, Hjalmer, born in Felch 

on June 30, 1898, related that when a new house was built this house was used for a barn for 

some time and then torn down. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



This unused postcard view, taken by amateur photographer Ernest Robert Brukardt in about 

1910-1915, shows a row of four residences.  The two-story house on the left with the dormer 

and front porch is identified as the Price home.  According to the seller of six early Foster City 

postcard views, the Price family had a hardware store in Michigan before they moved to Baker, 

Montana.  The house to the right of the Price home belonged to Dr. Gustav W. Moll.  Note the 

neatly-painted, white fence running along the road in front of the houses. [WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard view, taken by amateur photographer Ernest Robert Brukardt in about 

1910-1915, shows the residence of Dr. Gustav W. Moll, Foster City’s physician. [WJC Photo] 



Dr. Gustav W. Moll and Mrs. Moll, seated in the front seat, and two unidentified women, seated 

in the back seat, posed for the photographer for this unused postcard view in about 1910. Dr. 

Moll was the doctor at Foster City in the early 1900’s.  His brother, Dr. Theodore Moll, 

practiced in Felch by 1913.  Dr. Gustav W. Moll later moved to Escanaba, Michigan.  Jennie 

(Dahlen) Olson worked for Dr. and Mrs. Moll at their home in Foster City before her marriage 

to Freden Olson.  In the picture note the old railroad bridge at the upper right. [WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard view shows a daybed with pillows, a high-backed wicker armchair, a 

wicker rocking chair and another wicker chair in the living room of the E.H. Mullen family, 

dated 1915 on the reverse.  A drop-front secretary desk with drawers is at the right.  Framed 

photographs and an Indian painting or print adorn the walls. [WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard view, dating after 1913 when the largest barn was constructed, shows three 

large barns which were used to house the prized herd of Holstein cows raised by the Morgan 

Lumber & Cedar Company on their farm near Foster City.  Products produced on the farm were 

used to supply their lumber camps during the winter.  The mill closed in 1923. [WJC Photo] 



On Saturday evening, September 27, 1913, a barn-warming dance was held in the Morgan 

Lumber & Cedar Company’s new cow barn in Foster City.  The barn’s interior was decorated 

with flags, ferns and autumn leaves, and the dance was considered the social event of the season.  

Costing an estimated $5,000, the barn was considered to be the most up-to-date building of its 

kind in Dickinson County at the time.  [Beatrice Blomquist] 



An unidentified field hand drove a team pulling a grain binder through a Morgan Lumber & 

Cedar Company wheat field near Foster City in this undated postcard view, probably taken in 

the mid-teens.  An inscription on the back of the postcard noted 250 acres of land had been 

cleared on the company farm.  Note the sheaf of wheat in the foreground and the fly nets on the 

horses.  [WJC Photo] 



These Foster City residents were returning from a picnic at Norway Lake when this photograph 

was taken in about 1901-1902.  The cone-shaped sawdust burner from the Morgan Lumber & 

Cedar Company’s sawmill can be seen in the distance between the heads of the two horses at the 

left.  Houses on Boarding House Hill can also be seen in the background and the little 

schoolhouse is barely visible at the upper right. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



HARDWOOD, BREEN TOWNSHIP 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

HARDWOOD:  Established in 1884 by the Menominee 

Hardwood & Shingle Company; post office established 

July 23, 1891, with James H. Walton, postmaster.  

 

BREEN TOWNSHIP:  Organized March 16, 1867, 

embracing T39N – T40N – T41N of R27W – R28 W (then 

part of Menominee County); boundary changes:  (1) E ½ of 

T40N of R27W detached February 27, 1890, and attached 

to Spaulding Township; (2) T39N of R27W – R28W and W 

½ of T40N of R27W detached February 27, 1890, and 

included in Meyer Township as organized; (3) T42N – 

T43N – T44N of R27W and T39N of R28W attached May 

21, 1891, to Dickinson County as organized; (4) T39N – 

T40N of R28W and S ½ of T41N of R28W set off March 9, 

1892, and organized as Waucedah Township; (5) T43N – 

T44N of R27 W detached October 19, 1908, and included in 

West Branch Township as organized; named for Thomas 

and Bartley Breen, timber cruisers from Menominee. 



The Parkinson Lumber & Cedar Company established its mill in Hardwood shortly before the 

turn of the century.  This  interior view shows logs ready to be cut with the band saw, and may 

have been taken as early as 1898 or shortly thereafter. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



The Parkinson Lumber & Cedar Company established its mill in Hardwood shortly before the 

turn of the century.  This interior view shows a log in the carriage approaching the bandsaw at 

the right, and may have been taken as early as 1898 or shortly thereafter. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



Those identified include, from left to right, Olaf Olson, Louis Siegler, Sr., John LaLonde, 

unidentified and John Anderson, a brother of Andrew Filback who changed his surname.  The 

others, including the sawyer standing in front, are unidentified.  [Beatrice Blomquist] 



The postcard view of the Hardwood saloon and hotel pictured above dates to about 1909.  Axel 

Pearson and John Anderson posed with the team and wagon stopped in front of the saloon.  The 

other three men pictured were Jack McKaskel, bartender, Andrew Johnson and Emanuel 

Peronto. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



Martin Coonan ran a hotel in Hardwood in 1905 and Henry Charlebois had a saloon.  By 1907 

Joseph Felardeau was running a hotel and saloon, and Joseph Kelly also ran a saloon.  In 1909 

Fred La Duke ran a hotel and saloon, probably the one pictured, and Alex Beachthel [sic] had a 

saloon. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



Albert Reacek ran this hotel and saloon by 1911.  The buildings were later destroyed by fire.  

Archie P. Farrell also ran a hotel and saloon in Hardwood between 1907 and about 1919. 

[Beatrice Blomquist] 



Hardwood’s Macaber Hall, pictured in the background of this photograph taken in about 1910-

1915, was located next to the P.J. Anderson residence and was the site of many early Breen 

Township political caucuses and elections.  P.J. Anderson posed to the right of his dog, “Jerry.”  

Two of the remaining men are unidentified and the other three are George Teller, Mose Meyers 

and Joe Martell.  [Beatrice Blomquist] 



The Square People, a Hardwood baseball team from about 1915, was composed of the following 

players:  standing, left to right, Chester Reacek, Stuart Blackhall, John Anderson, Joe Robinette, 

Llewellyn Farrell; seated, left to right, Charles Farrell, Fred Nault, Anton Prue, Joe Burbe, Allan 

Blackhall, Frank Nault and Fritz Asp. [WJC Photo] 



STURGEON MILL, NORWAY TOWNSHIP 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

      PARMENTER’S MILL:  Edward L. Parmenter 

operated a sawmill on the Sturgeon River located 

between Vulcan and Loretto near the Chicago & 

Northwestern Railroad bridge prior to December, 1892, 

when he proposed to build houses for his employees the 

following spring. 

 

     STURGEON MILL:  Originally known as 

Parmenter’s Mill, this sawmill settlement probably 

changed names after mid-November, 1896, when the 

O’Callaghan Brothers (James, John and George), of 

Norway, purchased the mill; by early March, 1897, the 

organization at the Sturgeon River was named the O.C. 

Lumber Company. 

 

     NORWAY TOWNSHIP:  Organized December 30, 

1880, embracing T39N – T40N – T41N of R29W (then 

part of Menominee County), set off from Breitung 

Township; named for Village of Norway located therein. 



Postmarked Vulcan, Michigan, July 15, 1909, this postcard shows a partial view of the O.C. 

[O’Callaghan] Lumber Company sawmill at Sturgeon Mills, a small settlement located on the 

Sturgeon River between Vulcan and Loretto.  Note the log being pulled up into the sawmill from 

the millpond at the right. [WJC Photo] 



This postcard view, dating between 1925 and 1940, possibly shows the O.C. Lumber Company 

settlement at Sturgeon Mill on the Sturgeon River.  The words “Vulcan near Norway” are 

written in pencil on the back of this winter scene.  Some buildings are identified in the margin 

and appear in quotes below.  A large sawmill is visible in the background at the left, a “hotel” 

which was probably a two-story boarding house left of center with five small houses in a row 

along what appears to be the main “street” of the settlement to the left of the hotel.  Another 

large building in the background appears to be a sawmill, but is labeled as a “chemical 

plant.”[WJC Photo] 



SAGOLA, SAGOLA TOWNSHIP, 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

SAGOLA, Dickinson County:  about 1885, five 

Chicago men formed the Sagola Lumber Company to 

log off the pine timber here; there were Indians in the 

area and the firm took its name from the Indian word for 

welcome, and also gave the town the name; it was in 

Iron County when William S. Laing became its first 

postmaster on Oct. 9, 1889, the office being transferred 

to Dickinson County on Oct. 1, 1891, with Diedrick C. 

Wittenberg as postmaster.  [Error in terms of five 

Chicago men forming the Sagola Lumber Company, as 

the owners were from Norway, Michigan, and the name 

Sagola is thought to be an Indian name, but from an area 

where Patrick Flanagan lived in Wisconsin.] 

 

SAGOLA TOWNSHIP:  Organized March 9, 1892, 

embracing T44N of R29W and T42N – T43N 0 T44N of 

R30W; set off from Felch Township; named for Village 

of Sagola located therein.  



Robert Gerstner ran a saw mill for many years at Carey’s Spur, north of Randville in Sagola 

Township.  In 1913 Gerstner built a log home here which was destroyed by fire on March 31, 

1924.  Another home was built here in 1928 using field stones.  This snapshot was probably 

taken in the early 1920’s.  [Orice (Theisen) Walters] 



Built by Robert Gerstner at Carey’s Spur near Randville in 1928 using field stones, this house 

replaced the original log home which was destroyed by fire on March 31, 1924. This snapshot 

was probably taken in the late 1920’s or early 1930’s. [Orice (Theisen) Walters] 



This postcard view of Sagola, probably taken in the early teens, shows the village looking 

toward the south from the lumberyard.  Two tramways can be seen curving to the southeast.  In 

the distance the town hall is visible, located at the southeast corner of First Street (running north 

and south) and Sagola Avenue (running east and west).  One block farther south the Catholic 

church and the schoolhouse, constructed in 1908, can be seen on the west side of First Street 

past the intersection with Channing Avenue.  [Dr. John Newkirk] 



Probably taken in the 1890’s, this photograph shows the first sawmill of the Sagola Lumber 

Company and the millpond.  Note the water barrels which have been placed along the ridge of 

the rooftop for use in case of fire.  The tramway trails off to the left where the lumber was 

stored.  On the lower level near the center of the photograph a horse-drawn slab cart is being 

loaded from a chute between the upper and lower levels of the mill.  [Ida Swanson] 



At the time the Laing Lumber Company was organized a purchase of stumpage, estimated at 

35,000,000 feet, was closed with the Lake Superior Ship Canal & Iron Company, lying just 

east of the townsite.  A narrow gauge railroad was built to haul the logs to the mill.  During the 

latter part of 1888, John R. Wood, of Iron Mountain, and Capt. John Perkins, of Norway, 

purchased some stock in the company and became members of the board of directors. [Ida 

Swanson] 



The business of the company was conducted by John O’Callaghan and William S. Laing for 

three years, after which Laing, Wood and Perkins sold their interests, representing one half of 

the capital stock to the Wittenbergs of Cedarburg, Wisconsin, and the name of the company 

was changed to the Sagola Lumber Company. The capital stock was increased to $100,000 at 

that time. [Ida Swanson] 



For six years afterwards, John O’Callaghan had charge of the logging end of the business and 

Richard Wittenberg had charge of the commercial end.  In the fall of 1897, John O’Callaghan 

and Patrick Flanagan exchanged their interest in a logging railroad in Minnesota for the 

Wittenberg interest in the Sagola Lumber Company and the following year sold a half interest 

in the company to Thomas Hughes and J.M. Attley, of the firm of Hughes & Attley, of 

Chicago, Illinois. [Ida Swanson] 



Escanaba photographers Conant & Son probably photographed the Sagola Lumber Company’s 

first saw mill when they had their tent pitched here in September, 1905. [Ida Swanson] 



The endless conveyor brought the logs from the millpond into the mill.  The transfer shed, 

located at the far right, was where the boards were sorted by variety of wood and then stacked in 

the yards to air dry.  Water barrels lined the sawmill rooftop for use in case of fire, and the wire 

cage on the smokestack helped contain sparks.  The planing mill can be seen at the left in the 

background near the millpond.  [Ida Swanson] 



This postcard view, dating to about 1910, shows the wood plank tramway of the first Sagola 

Lumber Company Saw Mill which led to the area where the lumber was stacked and stored.  

Note the millpond at the right. [Menominee Range Historical Museum] 



This close-up view shows the first Sagola Lumber Company sawmill with the plank tramway 

opening off of the second story down which the rough-sawn lumber was moved to the stacking 

area.  A number of workers posed for the photographer at the end of the sawmill.  A pencil 

inscription cropped from this detailed view reads “Sawmill, Sagola 1910.” [Ida Swanson] 



In 1905, Patrick Flanagan bought the O’Callaghan interest, and in March, 1907, Thomas 

Hughes, of the firm of Hughes & Attley, of Chicago, died.  The officers of the Sagola Lumber 

Company then were Patrick Flanagan, president; John J. Flanagan, vice-president; and J.M. 

Attley, secretary-treasurer.  [Ida Swanson] 



This postcard view of the first Sagola Lumber Company sawmill, probably taken in about 1910, 

shows the endless conveyor at the end of the building, the millpond and the railroad tracks in the 

foreground with six boys standing and sitting on flatcars belonging to the Chicago, Milwaukee 

& St. Paul Railroad.  [Menominee Range Historical Museum] 



This winter scene shows the first Sagola Lumber Company sawmill’s endless conveyor at the 

left which brought the logs from the millpond into the sawmill.  Note the barrels of water on the 

roof line and the stone engine house.  This postcard view dates from about 1910.  [Ida Swanson] 



Identified as “Saw Mill at Sagola, Mich.,” this postcard shows an overview of the Sagola 

Lumber Company complex in the winter, including the first sawmill to the left of center. 

[Menominee Range Historical Museum] 



Postmarked Sagola, May 15, 1911, this postcard view shows the remains of the Sagola Lumber 

Company’s first sawmill after it was destroyed by fire after being struck by lightning at about 7 

p.m. on Sunday, September 11, 1910.  The Thursday, September 15, 1910 edition of the Iron 

Mountain Press gave a detailed account of the fire which originated in the cupola. The fire was 

first discovered by the fireman, who immediately blew the fire whistle and then got out the hose 

and started the pump, but the building was so dry that the whole structure was enveloped in 

flames in a few minutes. [WJC Photo] 



The entire population of the town turned out to fight the fire, but nothing could be done towards 

saving any portion of the mill and the men gave their attention to patrolling the yard to prevent 

the fire from catching the piles of lumber.  Several times a small blaze started in various parts of 

the yard, but they were extinguished before any headway had been gained and the fire was kept 

confined to the mill.  The loss was estimated from $40,000 to $50,000 with $30,000 insurance. 

[WJC Photo] 



It was generally understood that the company would rebuild the mill on an improved plan and 

equip it with up-to-date machinery.  The mill had been built 22 years ago, and an average of 

12,000,000 feet of lumber per year had been turned out.  It was anticipated that with the new 

plant that amount would be increased.  Note the two sets of “big wheels” at the water’s edge.  

These wheels were used in hauling large logs which were dragged underneath and pulled by a 

team of horses. [WJC Photo] 



Postmarked Sagola, March, 1911, this postcard view shows the Sagola Lumber Company’s new 

mill under construction with a fresh snowfall covering the ground.  The first sawmill burned 

September 11, 1910.  Note the large wooden timbers supporting the structure. [WJC Photo] 



Postmarked Sagola, July 23, 1916, this postcard view shows the second Sagola Lumber 

Company sawmill, constructed in 1911, at the right and some of the storage sheds at the left 

with train tracks in the foreground.  [WJC Photo] 



Taken by the Iron Range Studio of Iron River, Michigan, this postcard view, dating between 

1915 and 1920, shows the second Sagola Lumber Company sawmill.  This sawmill was 

constructed in 1911.  Note the two smokestacks at the left with cages at the top to help control 

burning ashes. [WJC Photo] 



This postcard view was taken sometime after the second Sagola Lumber Company sawmill 

began operating March 28, 1911.  It replaced the original sawmill which was struck by lightning 

and burned to the ground on the evening of September 11, 1910. The men in the foreground are 

unloading blocks of ice from flatcars at the company store.  Note the immense piles of huge logs 

awaiting their trip through the mill to be converted into lumber.  [Dr. John Newkirk] 



The Sagola Lumber Company was sold to the Northern Sawmill Company, of Marinette, 

Wisconsin, on January 16, 1918 for $40,000.  The Northern Sawmill Company doubled the mill 

in size from a single band to a double band mill shortly after acquiring the property.  The mill 

closed in 1940.  This unused postcard view dates from between 1918 and 1930. [WJC Photo] 



The Sagola Lumber Company was sold to the Northern Sawmill Company, of Marinette, Wisconsin, on 

January 16, 1918 for $40,000.  The Northern Sawmill Company doubled the mill in size from a single band to 

a double band mill shortly after acquiring the property.  The mill closed in 1940.  This brass 10-cent token was 

issued by the Northern Sawmill Company in Sagola, Michigan, for trade in the company store. [eBay] 



The Sagola Lumber Company was sold to the Northern Sawmill Company, of Marinette, Wisconsin, on 

January 16, 1918 for $40,000.  The Northern Sawmill Company doubled the mill in size from a single band to 

a double band mill shortly after acquiring the property.  The mill closed in 1940.  This brass 5-cent token was 

issued by the Northern Sawmill Company in Sagola, Michigan, for trade in the company store. [eBay] 



Taken by the Iron Range Studio, Iron River, Michigan, this unused bird’s eye view postcard of 

Sagola, showing many residences, probably dates between 1915 and 1920. [WJC Photo] 



This postcard view of Sagola, postmarked Sagola, October 4, 1908, is looking to the north and 

shows the Sagola Township Hall with its tower left of center in the background and the Sagola 

Lumber Company Store toward the center in the background.  Both of these buildings were 

located on Sagola Avenue (main street).  The school with its belfry is visible at the far right. 

[WJC Photo] 



This unused postcard, dating from 1950-1960, shows an aerial view looking southwest with 

McCole’s General Store left of center toward the bottom with the Presbyterian Church at the far 

left.  St. Margaret’s Catholic Church is near the center of the photograph.  Highway M-69 going 

west from Sagola to Crystal Falls is toward the top of the photograph. [WJC Photo] 



Looking northeast, the Sagola Company Store stands on the north side of the eastern end of 

Sagola Avenue, the village’s main street, west of the railroad tracks which appear in the 

foreground.  Note the exposed exterior stairway leading to the second floor.  The two-story 

frame house east of the store was the residence of Patrick Flanagan.  Across the street on the 

south side of Sagola Avenue, a large fenced yard and John Flanagan’s house occupy most of the 

block.  This postcard view was postmarked Sagola, July 2, 1909. [WJC Photo] 



Nine Sagola bicyclists dressed in their finest summer apparel posed in front of the Sagola 

Lumber Company Store on July 4, 1905.  The store’s warehouse can be seen in the background 

at the right.  Mary Broadland, fourth from left, waved a flag over her head.  Maude Wifler stood 

third from the right.  Others said to be pictured here are Jacob Johnson, ----- Yuppenlotz, Hulda 

Wiberg, Louis Byers and ----- Price. [Ida Swanson] 



The Sagola Lumber Company Store was located on the north side of the eastern end of Sagola 

Avenue.  Note the name on the awning and the covered, open stairway leading to the second 

floor.  Six men and a young girl with her small dog posed on the board sidewalk in front of the 

store.  This postcard view dates between 1910 and 1915. [WJC Photo] 



The Sagola Lumber Company Store was located on the north side of the eastern end of Sagola 

Avenue (Main Street).    Note the name on the awning and the sign just under the balcony with 

an arrow and “Post Office”.  A horse and two-wheeled cart are visible behind the telephone pole.  

This unused postcard view dates between 1907 and 1918. [WJC Photo] 



Looking west on Sagola Avenue, the village’s main street, the Sagola Company Store is visible 

on the north (right) side.  On the south (left) side, John Flanagan’s house and lot occupy most of 

the block from the corner, and the Sagola Township Hall with its tower is on the southwest 

corner of Sagola Avenue and First Street. The postcard was postmarked on the Champion & 

Milwaukee Post Office, Train 2 (a railroad post office), on August 2, 1912. [WJC Photo] 



The Sagola Township Hall with its tower was located on the southwest corner of Sagola Avenue 

and First Street.  This postcard was postmarked Sagola, August 11, 1910. [WJC Photo] 



Dating between 1918 and 1930, this unused postcard view shows Sagola Avenue, Sagola, 

Michigan, with the general store on the right and C.J. Hunting’s house on the left.  Built in about 

1889 by the Laing Lumber Company, the general store was much more than a source of food 

and other items.  In Darryl Ertel’s book Sagola’s Early Years:  A History of Sagola, Michigan, 

the author points out the general store provided “warmth, companionship, information, gossip, 

essentials, and frivolities.” [WJC Photo] 



The store also supplied groceries to several area logging camps.  Ice was cut from Holmes Lake 

during the winter months, hauled on flatcars and stored packed in sawdust in an ice house 

behind the store.  The ice was delivered once a week to local residents.  A gasoline pump (Red 

Crown Gasoline which can be seen in this photo) was added in the early 1920’s.  Food items 

such as cookies, crackers and fruit were sold in bulk, and not prepackaged.  The women shopped 

for cloth, buttons, thread and accessories, as well as bedsheets, blankets, pillows, wash tubs, Fels 

Naptha soap, appliances and parlor stoves.  The men could purchase items which were work-

related or recreational, such as guns, ammunition, fishing gear, nails, seeds, feed, shirts, pants, 

boots, etc. [WJC Photo] 



There were a series of clerks and managers as follows:  in 1894 Fred Beckman and Peter 

Peterson were clerks; in 1900 Richard Crane was manager; in 1909 John and Pat McCole were 

clerks; in 1910 Freddie Olson and Carl Simondson were deliverymen; in 1919 Theophedius 

Dewish was manager and lived upstairs; in 1926 Sam Khoury was manager; in 1929 Lester 

Carey was a butcher; in 1940, when the Northern Lumber Company moved out of the Sagola 

area, Dr. Robert E. Hayes bought the store and went into partnership with Monty Carey, who 

managed and operated the store. [WJC Photo] 



In 1947 Eden Hayes, Dr. Hayes’ son, and Leo McCole bought and ran the store.  In 1953 Leo 

McCole bought out Eden Hayes.  Leo retired in November, 1976, and sold the store to Mr. and 

Mrs. Fleming, who only operated the store until the next spring when the doors closed as a 

general store for the first time in almost ninety years.  The store building was then sold to the 

senior citizens of Sagola Township. [WJC Photo] 



Formerly the home of John Flanagan, superintendent of the Sagola Lumber Company, this 

residence became the home of C.J. Hunting, superintendent of the Northern Sawmill Company.  

Located on the south side of Sagola Avenue, the home was across the street from the Northern 

Sawmill Company Store.  This unused postcard dates between 1918 and 1930. [WJC Photo] 



Looking east down Sagola Avenue, the village’s main street, this postcard view, dating between 

1910 and 1915, shows the Sagola Township Hall at the southwest corner of Sagola Avenue 

(Main Street) and First Street with its tower on the south (right) side.  The Sagola Lumber 

Company Store is visible at the eastern end of Sagola Avenue on the north (left) side. [WJC 

Photo] 



A large unidentified group of men gathered on the lawn of  what may be the old Sagola Hotel in 

about 1900-1910. [WJC Photo] 



Frank Fruik and his family moved to Sagola in 1904 and operated a hotel for a number of years.  

In 1910 they had 35 boarders at the hotel.  Frank and his family moved to a farm a mile south of 

town.  They had cows and sold and delivered milk, as well as raising potatoes.  Russell Pringle 

built a chicken barn 70 feet long in 1904 and started in the chicken and egg business with 300 

chickens.  He and his wife also operated a boarding house on Sagola Avenue at that time.  

Russell Pringle and his wife Kate ran the Sagola Hotel from around 1909 until 1919.  [WJC 

Photo] 



The structure pictured in this early 1900’s photograph has been identified as the bunk house 

behind the hotel in Sagola.  The name of the man at the extreme left was Sundberg.  Ted 

Broadland is standing next to him, wearing a white shirt, and Pete Broadland is the man holding 

the child.  [Ida Swanson]  



This unused postcard, dating between 1918 and 1930, shows the Northern Hotel (actually the 

Northern Sawmill Company’s boarding house) located on the hill east of the sawmill which was 

doubled in size soon after the company built the first structure, by adding an identical wing and 

a corridor connected the two sections of the building. [WJC Photo] 



In Darryl Ertel’s book Sagola’s Early Years:  A History of Sagola, Michigan, on pages 76-78, the 

author noted:  “About 1920 there developed a great need for a larger boarding house.  The 

Northern Sawmill Company had purchased the operations of the sawmill and had expanded the 

production.  The company built a large, two-story structure on the hill east of the sawmill.  

When the mill was running nights, the beds in the boarding house never cooled off.  Over one 

hundred boarders were being accommodated.  When the day crew crawled out to start their work 

shift, the night crew crawled in.  It soon became apparent that an even larger boarding house 

was needed.  An addition identical to and running parallel to the original was built.  For the 

convenience of the inhabitants and for the ease of management it provided, a corridor was built 

connecting the two portions of the boarding house into a single establishment.  The corridor had 

living quarters overhead and a large dining room downstairs.” [WJC Photo] 



“A former boarder, Arvid Asplund, said the food was not only plentiful, but was very good.  He 

said it was a delight to sit down for a meal.  Ben Teige worked as the day cook.  Floyd Atkins 

was the head cook on nights with Monroe Leeman as the bull cook on the night shift.  The 

evening meal was served at midnight.  Jim McMahon was the chore boy.  Ben’s daughter Ethel 

also worked at the boarding house, as did Hope Swanson and Olga Sunday.  Helen Peterson and 

Alva Simondson were employed waiting on tables and washing dishes.  The others’ duties 

entailed cleaning, picking up, changing beds, doing laundry, etc.  The boarders paid seventy-five 

cents per day for their room and board.  The favorite entertainment of most of the lumberjacks 

was a round-the-clock poker game which took place in the lounge area.  But for more romantic 

fellows, smooching in the pump house with one of the local girls was more entertaining.” [WJC 

Photo] 



“In the mid-1930’s the need for a large boarding house diminished with the economy.  Several 

of the rooms were then made into apartments to accommodate the married employees.  Some of 

the apartment residents were Jim and Sarah Martin, Charles Sheik (the company blacksmith), 

John and Leona Davis.  John Davis has the further distinction of being a survivor of the Titanic 

sinking.  By 1950, one of the additions and the corridor connecting the two sides of the boarding 

house were torn down and only one portion remained.  Ethel Atkins, who had worked in the 

busy boarding house so many years before, remained as a resident of the house with her family:  

Jean, Lois, Betty, Nancy and Robert.  The pump house was no longer functional and the family 

had to haul their water from the local gas station.  This grand old landmark was vacated about 

1960.  It was then purchased by Art Helberg and was torn down.  All that remains are a few 

concrete footings that mark a once grand era in Sagola.” [WJC Photo] 



Built by the Northern Sawmill Company, the Sagola Clubhouse was erected on the site formerly 

occupied by Mayotte’s Saloon in the early 1920’s.  The saloon building was divided into two 

parts by the construction crew.  The first section was moved slightly west of its original location 

and was later used as a community building with an upstairs apartment.  The second section was 

moved to the southeast corner of Channing Street and Second Street and used as a residence. 

[WJC Photo]   



The new clubhouse soon became the center of community activity.  Inside there was a pool 

room equipped with three pool tables and a billiard table, a card room and a dairy bar where 

children could get an ice cream cone or a soda.  There was also one large room used for 

basketball games, movies and dances.  This postcard view dates between 1918 and 1930. [WJC 

Photo]  



Taken in about 1920, this photograph shows the interior of Louis “Louie” Byers’ blacksmith 

shop which was located across the railroad tracks and today’s M-95 highway, northeast of 

Sagola Avenue. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



Louie Byers ran the only private blacksmith shop Sagola ever had.  He learned the art of 

blacksmithing in the lumber camps, shoeing horses, repairing harnesses and making sleighs.  

His first shop was a converted horse barn at Burchhalter’s Camp a mile east of town.  In 1918, 

he opened the shop pictured here, a building 30 feet by 60 feet, located across from the Standard 

Gas Station.  Pictured (left to right) are Ken Byers, Louie Byers, the blacksmith, wearing his 

leather apron, and Smoky Kramer.  Note the large horseshoes suitable for the work horses used 

in logging operations hanging from the rafters, the forge at the center of the rear wall and the 

anvil at the far right. [Beatrice Blomquist] 



The village blacksmith made sleighs, repaired wagon wheels, forged and hammered out tools, 

horse shoes, chain hooks and many other items.  According to Darryl Ertel, author of Sagola’s 

Early Years:  A History of Sagola, Michigan (1986), in addition to the duties outlined above, 

“Louie also served as the local dentist “to those with an aching tooth and a lot of guts.  There 

was no charge for this service which usually required a shot of moonshine before the extraction 

began.” [Beatrice Blomquist] 



The two-story building with the gambrel roof at the south end, pictured here as a postcard view 

dating to 1950-1960, has been a part of Sagola life since the 1920’s.  Darryl Ertel, author of 

Sagola’s Early Years:  A History of Sagola, Michigan (1986), provided the following history of 

the Ace of Clubs on page 119 of his book:  “The Ace of Clubs is located just south of the M-95 – 

M-69 intersection and has been in this location since the 1920’s when it was operated by Gust 

Hagen and his wife Kate.  Kate was Pat Kiley’s sister.  Then Casey and Helen Zimbinski ran the 

operation.  During the 1950’s Edith and Van Gilder were the owners and today (1986) Art 

Johnson is running it.  The Ace of Clubs consists of a tavern, a small grocery business, and a 

gasoline pump.  It is believed that the building was originally built as a cheese factory.” [WJC 

Photo] 



Appropriately postmarked on the Champion & Milwaukee Post Office (railroad post office), 

Train 2, on August 2, 1912, this postcard view shows the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 

Railway depot at Sagola.  The train tracks ran north and south on the east side of town.  Note the 

board sidewalk in the foreground leading to the depot. [WJC Photo] 



This postally-unused postcard bears the date of July 20, 1909, documenting the wreck of an iron 

ore train.  The five men standing on top of a wrecked and overturned Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 

Paul locomotive observed the damages.  The coal tender also was overturned, along with one 

ore car, but the remaining cars appear to be on the track. [WJC Photo] 



Another postcard view of the same train wreck also bears the date of July 20, 1909. A large 

number of people observed the wreckage of a Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul locomotive and 

ore train wreck.   The building in the background has not been identified. [Mrs. Gerald Leeman] 



Six women wearing their best hats posed in front of the blackboard with a group of elementary 

school students in a Sagola classroom in this postcard view, dating between 1910 and 1915.  

Myrtle LaCourt is in the back row, and Elizabeth ----- is in the second row. [WJC Photo] 



In the spring of 1906 students gathered on the steps of the Sagola schoolhouse, later St. 

Margaret’s Catholic Church, for the photographer.  Pictured from left to right are:  back row 

(standing), Myrtle LaCourt, Fern Couillard, Agnes Kramer, Miss Mary McCole (teacher), Eddie 

Olson, John O’Callaghan, Jim La Court, Felix Meyers, Curtis Pringle, Harry Carlson; third row 

(standing), Arthur Wifler, Clarence O’Callaghan, Julia Johnson, Patrick Hebert, Oscar Carlson, 

Edward O’Callaghan, Veronica Wifler, Alma Kramer, Nina Erb, Margaret Jeppeson, Maggie 

Shannon, Gertrude Kramer, unidentified, Hazel Fruik, Gunhilda Broadland, Dora Plankey. [Ida 

Swanson] 



Second row (seated), Lawrence Meyers, Margaret Theisen, Margaret Kramer, Theresa Theisen, 

Elizabeth Broadland, unidentified, Pearl Plankey, Rose Shay, Pearl Hebert, Ray Shay, Lil 

Jeppeson, Della Wifler, Alfred Johnson, Martin Rasmussen, Olive Christy, ----- Rasmussen, 

Darius Steele; front row (seated), Bob Peterson, Emil Wifler, Russell McGregor, Chester Carey, 

unidentified, Lester Carey, Walter Carlson, ----- Hebert, Elmer Wellendorfer, Esther Johnson, ---

-- Hebert, Art Carlson, Sam Plankey, Frank Dorfler, Victor Peterson.  Theresa “Tess” (Theisen) 

LaPonsie, pictured above, was born October 3, 1895, and easily identified her classmates in 

September, 1991.  [Ida Swanson] 



These unidentified elementary school pupils, two rows of girls standing behind two rows of 

boys, posed in front of Sagola’s school building sometime between 1915 and 1925.  [Ida 

Swanson] 



This postcard view, probably dating to about 1917, shows a group of elementary school students 

posing in their Sagola classroom near their desks with ornate iron scrollwork, fold-up wooden 

seats and wooden writing surfaces with an ink well in the upper right corner. [WJC Photo] 



Bundled up for winter weather, and 

possibly out for recess, this group of 

Sagola elementary students posed for the 

photographer, probably on the Sagola 

Lumber Company Store’s exterior 

stairway. [Ida Swanson] 

 



VON PLATEN-FOX LUMBER COMPANY, 

IRON MOUNTAIN, 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN – 1   

 Within a ten-year span – one decade – Iron 

Mountain and Dickinson County were 

presented with two economic 

opportunities which heavily impacted on 

the development of the area.  One 

Dickinson County citizen was destined to 

play a significant role in both of these 

opportunities. 

 On Friday evening, March 11, 1910, 

Godfrey von Platen, a lumber capitalist 

from Boyne City, Michigan, and his 

manager, Merton J. Fox, attended a 

meeting in the Elks Lodge clubrooms, 

called at Mr. von Platen’s request, to speak 

to about fifty businessmen about a 

proposal he wished to make to the 

residents of Iron Mountain. 

 Von Platen wanted to locate a large band-

saw mill here, but in order to successfully 

“float the enterprise” it was necessary to 

secure concessions from several railroads 

in terms of freight rates on logs and 

lumber.  If favorable rates could be 

secured, he would build the mill and equip 

it for a run of not less than twenty-five 

years.   

 The mill would be equipped with two band 

saws and would employ nearly eighty 

men, running winter and summer.  Von 

Platen and his associates owned large 

tracts of hardwood timber along the 

Chicago & North-Western Railroad and 

were interested in securing other 

hardwood tracts along the St. Paul and 

Wisconsin & Michigan roads. 



VON PLATEN-FOX LUMBER COMPANY, 

IRON MOUNTAIN, 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN – 2   

 Von Platen asked no concessions from the 

people of Iron Mountain in the way of 

taxation or a bonus.  All he wanted was the 

people’s assistance in securing the desired 

freight rates and some temporary help in 

closing the deal for the site. 

 The site was a 160-acre farm to the south 

of the city, today the site of the Oscar G. 

Johnson Veterans Affairs Medical Center.  

The land was admirably located for a 

manufacturing plant, as the three railroads 

tapped the property – the North-Western 

on the east and the St. Paul on the west – 

while the Wisconsin & Michigan tracks 

passed directly through the farm.  Von 

Platen had a 30-day option to purchase the 

farm – which included two residences and 

other buildings – for $20,000.  The 

buildings alone were worth fully half of 

this purchase price. 

 Von Platen only needed 40 acres.  He 

proposed that the people of Iron Mountain 

form a Commercial Association and 

purchase the farm at the $20,000 asking 

price.  The Association would then sell Mr. 

von Platen the forty acres he needed, for 

which he agreed to pay $6,000.  He would 

also purchase the buildings, provided they 

were reasonably priced.  In addition, he 

asked for a two-year option on the 

remaining land which he contemplated 

selling to some capitalists proposing to 

build a blast furnace and a chemical works 

on the site.  

 This proposition meant that the people of 

Iron Mountain, in order to secure 

industries potentially employing between 

three and four hundred men, would invest 

– for a period of not more than two years – 

about $12,000. 



VON PLATEN-FOX LUMBER COMPANY, 

IRON MOUNTAIN, 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN – 3   

 If the chemical works and furnace were 

not constructed, the subscribers would be 

the owners of a tract of nearly 120 acres of 

farm lands located within the city limits 

for which they would have paid $12,000.  

The land could be subdivided into small 

farms or city lots and sold for more than 

$12,000.  Some thought one forty could be 

reserved for a driving park and fair 

grounds.  The property was splendidly 

located for such a purpose, and such an 

institution would yield a rich return to the 

city.  The land could also be used to 

induce other factories to come here in the 

future. 

 The Commercial Association was formed, 

shares were sold for $10 each and the 

necessary monies were raised.   

 Von Platen paid the $6,000 for his 40-acre 

site and also purchased the houses and 

other buildings for about $2,000, as 

promised.  On November 28, 1910, the 

Von Platen Lumber Company sawmill in 

Iron Mountain began running day and 

night. 

 And who owned this farm and the homes 

thereon?  None other than Edward G. 

Kingsford, a timber cruiser and surveyor, 

and his brother, Frank. 

 Ten years later, in 1920, Edward G. 

Kingsford would again play a major role 

in Iron Mountain’s economic development 

by helping convince the Ford Motor 

Company to locate its sawmill, power 

house and manufacturing complex on 

farmlands south and west of the city. 



Edward G. Kingsford (March 1, 1862, Woodstock, Ontario, Canada – July 19, 1943, Iron 

Mountain, Dickinson County, Michigan) posed in his early Ford Model T. [Menominee Range 

Historical Museum] 



The follow excerpts were taken from a 

1931 paper written by Myrton John Fox. 

 

 During 1893 I applied for a job 

driving horses in his (Von Platen) 

lumber yard as he was the only one 

who was paying cash in the 

community.  I was turned down.  

Later on, I worked in his yard at 

Boyne City, Michigan, shoving 

lumber on boats, receiving 25 and 30 

cents per hour and working in 

between times, putting in pile 

bottoms, for which I received $1.12 ½  

per day. 

 On June 30th, 1900, I was hired as an 

assistant foreman.  The first thirty 

days I put in on a log boom, and it 

rained thirty days and thirty nights.  

My wages were $1.50 per day, which 

was more than I was worth.  

Myrton John Fox, Manager & Superintendent, Von Platen-Fox Lumber Co. – 1  

Myrton John Fox, ca. 1931 



 The personnel of the people of Iron 

Mountain and their willingness to 

raise approximately $15,000 at the 

time of our coming here, the excellent 

railroad facilities and the wonderful 

spirit manifested by men like E.F. 

Brown, O.C. Davidson, Andrew 

Bjorkman, R.S. Powell, Isaac Unger, 

L.T. Sterling and other people 

interested, was one of the many 

inducements that made us locate at 

this point. 

 The first point was – the wonderful 

railroad service; second – the close 

proximity to the timber, and third – 

and foremost, was the cheap tax rate 

at that time, as I recall, it was about 

$2.17 per hundred.  Our plant was 

started and carried on under the name 

Von Platen Lumber Company. 
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 Finally I took charge of Mr. Von Platen’s 

business at Boyne City, Michigan, for ten 

years.  He was taken sick and did a great 

deal of traveling all over the world. I was 

left in charge of his men and small 

business – a single circular mill, butting 

about ten million feet a year. 

 In the year 1900 he purchased 12,000 

acres of timber on the C & NW Railroad 

in the vicinity of Saunders and Pentoga, 

Michigan.  In the year of 1910 we 

commenced looking for a site to build a 

plant.  The whole project was built around 

me.  He said if I would not stay and 

operate the plant he would sell the timber. 

 We located in Iron Mountain twenty-two 

years ago.  Our locating here and 

operating here is a familiar story to you all 

and it is needless to go into detail.  Our 

plant has operated almost continually 

since its starting up on November 28, 

1910.  Most of the time night and day. 

 



 Myrton John Fox died in 1941 and 

was succeeded by his son, Abbot, who 

became president of the company.  In 

1943, due to the scarcity of timber in 

the area and the long transportation 

haul to bring in timber, it was decided 

to go into partial liquidation and close 

the Iron Mountain Mill.  During the 

33 years of existence here, the 

company and Merton John Fox, 

personally, donated generously to 

many civic and charitable causes in 

the community. 
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 The starting of a new industry in an Iron 

Community was somewhat harder than we 

thought it might be on account of the labor 

not being accustomed to doing our type of 

work.  However, time changed the whole 

program, and we have had a most 

excellent crew of loyal men and women. 

 Our company as it is today – Von Platen-

Fox Company – was organized in 1920 

and in that year we purchased the Ayer 

Tract of timber – 172,000 acres.  A “back-

log” to Iron Mountain, to your property 

and ours.  For a sawmill without timber is 

like winter without snow. 

 In December, 1924, Mr. Von Platen died in 

St. Luke’s Hospital in Chicago.  Since 

then, I have had his load to carry as well 

as the load of the company, which has 

been a pleasure and a duty. 



This unused postcard view, taken by Albert Quade, an Iron Mountain photographer, in about 

1911-1915, shows the Von Platen Lumber Company’s sawmill and engine house (far right with 

tall smokestack), located on H Street where the Oscar G. Johnson Veterans Affairs Medical 

Center and the Midtown Mall are now located.  The sawmill began operating on November 28, 

1910, and closed in 1943. [WJC Photo] 



In March of 1910 Godfrey von Platen, of Boyne City, Michigan, together with his business 

manager, M.J. Fox, met with influential Iron Mountain businessmen to discuss his plans for 

building a large sawmill in the city. [Dick Ferris] 



The necessary arrangements for building the sawmill in the eastern sector of the city were made 

at once, and by mid-December lumber was being produced. The sawmill was 52 by 150 feet on 

a concrete foundation and two full stories high.  It contained two band saws, a gang saw with 

steam feed and steam setting apparatus and a steam log roller.  The engine house, 48 by 72 feet 

in size, contained the boiler plant and a 500 horsepower engine. [Dick Ferris] 



Initially some 40 men were employed during the winter months with a prediction that the 

number would double by spring.  Note the railroad tracks flanking the water-filled channel 

leading to the sawmill.  The engine house is located to the left.  Piles of lumber can be seen at 

the right, together with a number of slab wagons.  The sawmill opened on November 28, 1910, 

and this early postcard view was probably taken shortly thereafter. [Dick Ferris] 



This unused postcard view, taken by Albert Quade, an Iron Mountain photographer, in about 

1911-1915, shows the Von Platen Lumber Company’s hot pond and sawmill.  A heavy, endless 

chain with “dogs” or metal studs, carried the logs out of the mill pond and up to the gate saws.  

Note the string of electric light bulbs.  The sawmill ran 24-hours a day.  The engine house stands 

to the left of the sawmill. [WJC Photo] 



A heavy, endless chain with “dogs” or metal studs, carried the logs out of the mill pond and up 

to the gate saws.  The engine house stands to the left of the sawmill in this photo. [WJC Photo] 



Another unused printed postcard view, probably dating between 1911 and 1915, again shows the 

Von Platen Lumber Company’s sawmill with the endless chain used to carry logs from the hot 

pond into the sawmill.  The engine house stands to the left of the sawmill.  Note the steam engine 

at the far left. [WJC Photo] 



Postmarked Iron Mountain, August 17, 1914, this printed postcard view shows the Von Platen 

Lumber Company sawmill and the engine house with the tall smokestack.  Note the cars of logs 

at the far left, ready to be dumped into the hot pond. [WJC Photo] 



Postmarked May 24, 1914, this postcard view shows a group of workers at the Von Platen 

Lumber Company sawmill in Iron Mountain.  Oscar Allstrom, grandfather of the owner of this 

postcard, is the man wearing the coat with the cap in the front row.  [Martin P. Allstrom Photo] 



Postmarked Rock Island, Illinois, April 8, 

1915, this postcard view shows the Von 

Platen Lumber Company’s stockpiles of 

lumber drying and ready for shipment.  A 

dusting of snow appears on the railroad 

tracks (Track 11) between the piles of 

lumber. [WJC Photo] 



This photograph shows Camp 24 of the Von Platen-Fox Lumber Company, taken in about 1940. 

[Menominee Range Historical Museum Photo] 



This photograph shows men loading a truck in the woods for the Von Platen-Fox Lumber 

Company, taken in about 1940.  Note that a team of horses is still being used in this procedure. 

[Menominee Range Historical Museum Photo] 



This photograph shows lumberjacks working for the Von Platen-Fox Lumber Company eating 

lunch in the woods near an undetermined logging camp, taken in about 1940.  [Menominee 

Range Historical Museum Photo] 



This photograph shows lumberjacks working for the Von Platen-Fox Lumber Company playing 

cribbage and listening to the radio in an undetermined logging camp bunkhouse, taken in about 

1940.  [Menominee Range Historical Museum Photo] 



This photograph shows lumberjacks working for the Von Platen-Fox Lumber Company eating 

their evening meal at an undetermined logging camp, taken in about 1940.  [Menominee Range 

Historical Museum Photo] 



This photograph shows men decking logs for the Von Platen-Fox Lumber Company, taken in 

about 1940.  The sawmill is visible in the background. [Menominee Range Historical Museum 

Photo] 



This photograph shows logs in the hot pond at the Von Platen-Fox Lumber Company Sawmill, 

taken in about 1940.  [Menominee Range Historical Museum Photo] 



This photograph shows a log in the head rig being cut into timber by men working at the Von 

Platen-Fox Lumber Company Sawmill, taken in about 1940. [Menominee Range Historical 

Museum Photo] 



Postmarked Iron Mountain, September 16, 1942, this postcard view shows the Von Platen Fox 

Lumber Company’s sawmill and engine house. The sawmill and lumber yard opened in 1910, 

closed in 1943 and employed 300 men during the peak of operation.  Von Platen-Fox spent more 

than $35,000,000 here with about 35 per cent of it going for wages. [WJC Photo] 



THE END 



 


