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The U.S. Military – Pre-World War I – 1907-1916  

• The first ’round the world cruise was made by 

the United States battle fleet, 16 ships under the 

command of Admiral Robley Dunghlison “Bob” 

Evans.  The flotilla left Hampton Roads, 

Virginia, December 16, 1907, and returned 

February 22, 1909. 

• The Great Lakes Naval Training Station, North 

Chicago, Illinois, opened July 1, 1911. 

• Since 1910 the Mexican political situation –  

which had year by year grown more chaotic and 

violent – had become a serious menace to 

American life and property. 

• President Wilson removed the embargo on 

munitions to Mexico February 3, 1914, and 

continued his “watchful waiting” policy. 

• The United States Atlantic fleet under Admiral 

Frank Friday Fletcher was ordered into Mexican 

waters and, under the fire of Mexican snipers, 

landed marines and sailors at Vera Cruz on April 

21, 1914, who seized the custom house and part 

of the city.  Nineteen Americans were killed. 

• American troops were withdrawn from Vera 

Cruz on November 23, 1914. 

• World War I between the Central Powers 

(Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey, Bulgaria) 

and the Allies (Russia, Great Britain, France, 

Belgium, Serbia, Montenegro, Japan, Italy) 

continued.  American sentiment began turning 

against the Central Powers when the German 

armies introduced “poison gas” at Ypres between 

April 23-28, 1915.  German U-boats 

(submarines) attacked and sank American 

vessels. 

• In retaliation against American recognition of the 

Carranza government in Mexico in 1915, the 

Chihuahua revolutionary leader Francisco 

“Pancho” Villa shot eighteen Americans in Santa 

Isabel, Mexico, on January 10, 1916, and raided 

the city of Columbus, Luna County, New 

Mexico, where he killed 17 persons.  The United 

States sent General John Joseph “Black Jack” 

Pershing with 12,000 troops into Mexico in 

pursuit of Villa.  Fighting took place April 12, 

1916, at Parral, Durango.  Villa eluded capture.  

After eleven months of fruitless search (March 

1916-February 1917), the American armed 

forces were withdrawn. 



Postmarked Camp Douglas, Wisconsin, July 7, 1907, a formation of soldiers of Company A, First Regiment, 

stood at attention with their rifles at their right and their bedrolls draped over their left shoulder.  The officer in 

command on the right pointed to the left with his sword.  Tents can be seen in the background.  Camp Douglas 

was the National Guard training and maintenance facility, serving as the primary training location for the 

Wisconsin National Guard between 1888 and 1946, when Fort McCoy took on that role.  For a brief time in 

1903 it was called Camp Swanson, after the first U.S. soldier to die in the Spanish-American War, who was from 

Wisconsin.  During World War I, the 16,000 members of the 32nd “Red Arrow” Division were trained here. 

[WJC Photo] 

The U.S. Military – Pre-World War I – 1907-1916 



Postmarked Indianapolis, Indiana, September 1, 1909, Camp Robinson was formed as the “Sparta Maneuver 

Tract” that year.  At first the tract was made up of two camps, Camp Emory Upton and Camp Robinson, 

separated by a line of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad that ran across the land from east to 

west.  In 1910, the army renamed the entire tract “Camp Bruce E. McCoy” for Robert Bruce McCoy, a retired 

major general who first proposed the area as a training ground and bought part of the property on which the fort 

stands.  In 1926, the name of the post was shortened to “Camp McCoy”.  During World War II, Camp McCoy 

was used as a training facility for units preparing for combat from across the United States.  The post was also 

used as a Prisoner of War (POW) Camp during the conflict. [WJC Photo]  

The U.S. Military – Pre-World War I – 1907-1916 



Military companies took great pride in their bands.  These seventeen musicians – some in uniform, some not – 

posed in front of a couple of tents in September, 1910, seated on wooden folding chairs.  The instruments were 

primarily brass, including trumpets, cornets, baritones and French horns. [WJC Photo] 
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The Pancho Villa Expedition – officially known in the United States as the Mexican Expedition, but sometimes 

referred to colloquially as the "Punitive Expedition" – was a military operation conducted by the United States 

Army against the paramilitary forces of Mexican insurgent Francisco “Pancho” Villa from March 14, 1916 to 

February 7, 1917.  General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing led the expeditionary forces to retaliate for Villa's 

illegal incursion into the United States and attack on the village of Columbus, Luna County, New Mexico, 

during the Mexican Revolution.   This postcard view was identified on the reverse as a camp located a half a 

mile north of Nogales and a little South of the Rio Grande.  The message noted that Company K was lodged in 

the third row of tents from the bottom of the photo.  H.W. Wood, Troop “F” of the 1st U.S. Cavalry and the 2nd  

California Infantry apparently were camped here.  [WJC Photo]   
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This postcard view of a military tent encampment, taken by La Luna Studio, Tucson, Arizona, probably shows 

U.S. Army soldiers in pursuit of  General Francisco “Pancho” Villa during the Mexican Expedition of 1916-

1917.  General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing led the United States troops during this expedition, and shortly 

thereafter led the U.S. Army in Europe during World War I.  Note the numerous “pup tents” used to shelter the 

soldiers.  [WJC Photo]    

The U.S. Military – Pre-World War I – 1907-1916 



Dated July 12, 1914, this postcard view shows members of Company G of an undetermined regiment.  Four 

soldiers were seated on or behind the seat of a heavy-duty wagon with “U.S.” stenciled on the side between the 

wheels.  The wagon appears to be loaded with tent poles and other gear.  Two soldiers are standing, one leaning 

against the right rear wagon wheel and the other near the front wheel holding his rifle.  A small group of soldiers 

can be seen in the background at the right. [WJC Photo] 
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Postmarked Winthrop, Massachusetts, October 22, 1914, this postcard view shows a typical large troop tent with 

a center pole seen in many photographs of this era.  An officer is seated on a chair in front of the doorway 

smoking a cigarette, while two other officers flank him and an enlisted man, a corporal, stands at the right.  

Notice the uniforms which are typical of the World War I era. [WJC Photo]  
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Three cooks from Company B, 16th United States Infantry, wearing white aprons and standing behind a wooden 

sawbuck table and a smaller wooden table, posed with their sergeant, standing at the left, on July 18, 1915.  

There was plenty of cooking ware, such as white graniteware pitchers and an assortment of metal kitchen 

paraphernalia useful in this kitchen area of the mess hall where the soldiers were fed three square meals a day. 

[WJC Photo] 
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Postmarked Plattsburg, New York, August 19, 1915, this real photo pre-World War I postcard shows eight 

soldiers standing at attention in full uniform facing left with rifles, backpacks and ammunition belts.   The 

message reads:  Can you pick out your loving son who would like to know how you are.  He is fine in every way.  

ACT.  The card was addressed to Mrs. Abner C. Thomas, Sea Gate, Coney Island, New York City.  [WJC Photo] 
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1 – Eight members of Company E, 10th Training Regiment, Squad 10 posed for the photographer in this pre-

World War I postcard postmarked October 2, 1916, in Plattsburg, New York.  They are identified on the back as 

George A. Hoernle, Boston; Eugene Ellery, Jr., Brooklyn; C.C. Messinger, Palmerton, Pa.; J.A. Noyes, Des 

Moines, Ia.; H. Kratz, Baltimore, Md.; A.J. Wright, Boston;  and S.L. Beaton, Belmont, Mass.  [WJC Photo] 
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2 – The message on the back of this postcard view shows the eight soldiers expressing their thanks to Mrs. J.A. 

Noyes, of Des Moines, Iowa, for the sweets she sent.  She must have been either the wife or the mother of J.A. 

Noyes, listed as one of the soldiers who enjoyed the special treats she sent. [WJC Photo] 
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     3 – Plattsburg, New York, was the site of the National Army's Officer Candidate School in 1917.  Established 

in 1911, the camp held courses for prospective officers intermittently the United States’ entry into World War I. 

     The Regular U.S. Army at the time was very small, and totally insufficient for the prospects of fighting in 

Europe.  The National Guard augmented the Regular Army, but still the totals were insufficient. 

     The United States government decided upon a course of conscription of men for a “National Army.”  These 

draftees would need officers to train and lead them, thus the reason for the facility at Plattsburg, New York. 

     The Citizens’ Military Training Camp (CMTC) was a continuation of the “Plattsburgh camps,” a volunteer 

pre-enlistment training program organized by private citizens before the U.S. entered the war.  The camps were 

set up and funded by the Preparedness Movement, a group of influential pro-Allied Americans.  They 

recognized that the standing U.S. Army was far too small to affect the war and would have to expand immensely 

if the U.S. went to war.  The Preparedness Movement established the camps to train additional potential Army 

officers during the summers of 1915 and 1916.  The largest and best known was near Plattsburgh, New York.  

Some 40,000 men – all college graduates – attended the Plattsburgh camp and other sites.  The men became 

physically fit, learned to march and shoot and ultimately provided the cadre of a wartime officer corps.  

Enlistees were required to pay their own expenses.  Suggestions by labor unions that talented working-class 

youth be invited to Plattsburgh were ignored.  These camps were formalized under the Military Training Camps 

Association.  [WJC Photo] 
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The Great War – World War I 
August 1, 1914 (April 6, 1917) – November 11, 1918 (June 28, 1919) 

   
• When Germany instituted unrestricted submarine 

warfare on February 1, 1917, the United States 
recalled its ambassador and began to arm 
merchant ships on March 12, 1917. 

• The United States declared war on Germany on 
Good Friday, April 6, 1917. 

• On May 18, 1917, Congress enacted the 
Selective Military Conscription Bill (the draft). 

• American troops (American Expeditionary 
Force, A.E.F.) arrived in France on June 26, 
1917, and entered into the conflict on October 
27, 1917. 

• The United States declared war on Germany’s 
ally, Austria-Hungary, on December 7, 1917. 

• With America’s entry into the war, mothers and 
sweethearts knitted for the “boys over there” and 
windows displayed flags starred with the number 
of men from each family serving in the army and 
the navy. 

• “Meatless,” “wheatless,” “fuel-less” days were 
observed everywhere to conserve food and fuel 
for the armed forces. 

• To meet the expenditures of the war, Congress 
authorized the first Liberty Loan and War 
Savings Certificates on April 24, 1917.  
Nationwide drives went into action. 

 

• President Woodrow Wilson delivered his 

“Fourteen Points of Peace” speech before 

Congress on January 8, 1918. 

• The collapse of the German armies along the 

battle-line extending across Europe led to the 

country’s acceptance of defeat on October 20, 

1918. 

• The armistice was signed in a railway car, near 

Compiegne, France, on November 11 at 11 a.m. 

• The United States had mobilized 4,355,000 men.   

Casualties amounted to 126,000 killed in action, 

234,000 wounded, 4,500 prisoners or missing. 

• A wild and noisy public demonstration in the 

United States greeted the premature and real 

announcement of the armistice.  In New York 

City, 150 tons of paper and ticker tape were 

swept off the streets.  Signs on shop doors read:  

“Closed for the Kaiser’s funeral” and “Too 

happy to work; come back tomorrow.”  And of 

course “hooch” was everywhere available. 

• The World Peace Conference opened January 18, 

1919, in Paris and the treaty was signed June 28, 

1919 in Versailles. 



The Great War – World War I 
What were they singing? 

• Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kitbag and 
Smile, Smile, Smile – 1915 (George Asaf/Felix 
Powell) 

• Goodbye, Broadway, Hello France – 1917 (C. 
Francis Reisner, Benny Davis/Billy Baskette) 

• Hail, Hail, the Gang’s All Here – 1917 (D.A. 
Esrom/Theodore Morse, Arthur Sullivan)   

• Over There – 1917 (George M. Cohan) 

• When Yankee Doodle Learns to Parlez Vous 
Francais – 1917 (William Hart/Ed Nelson) 

• Hinkey-Dinkey Parlez-vous (Mad’moiselle from 
Armentieres) – 1918 (anonymous)  

• Oh! How I Hate to Get Up in the Morning – 1918 
(Irving Berlin) 

• How Ya Gonna Keep ’Em Down on the Farm? –  
1919 (Sam M. Lewis, Joe Young/Walter 
Donaldson) 



The Great War – World War I 
Who were the doughboys? 

     Doughboy is an informal term for an American soldier, 
especially members of the American Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.) 
in World War I.  The term dates back to the Mexican-American 
War of 1846-48. 

     The most often cited explanation is that it arose during the 
Mexican-American War, after observers noticed U.S. infantry 
forces were constantly covered with chalky dust from marching 
through the dry terrain of northern Mexico, giving the men the 
appearance of unbaked dough.  Another suggestion is that 
doughboys were so named because of their method of cooking field 
rations of the 1840’s and 1850’s, usually doughy flour and rice 
concoctions baked in the ashes of a camp fire, although this does 
not explain why only infantryman received the appellation. 

     Still another explanation involves pipe clay, a substance with the 
appearance of dough used by pre-Civil War soldiers to clean their 
white garrison belts.  The uniforms that were worn by American 
soldiers in the World War I era had very large buttons.  The soldiers 
from allied nations suggested that the Americans were dressed like 
“Gingerbread Men” and then began to refer to the Americans as 
“The Doughboys.” 

     The term was used sparingly during World War II, gradually 
replaced by the appellations “G.I.”, “Troop”, or “Dogface”, but was 
still used in popular songs of the day, as in the 1942 song Johnny 
Doughboy Found a Rose in Ireland.  It dropped out of popular use 
soon after World War II. 

 
 

 

 



The Great War – World War I 
What was life like for doughboys and sailors? 

• Public Attitude Toward America’s Involvement in “The 

Great War” 

• Selective Military Conscription Bill –  “The Draft” –  

Passed May 18, 1917 

• Basic Training for the Infantrymen and the Officers 

• Travel Aboard the Troop Ships to France – “Over 

There” 

• Conditions on the Western Front and in the Trenches 

• Life Aboard Ship for the Sailors 

• Medical Care for the Injured and Wounded Abroad and 

at Home 

• The End of Hostilities and the Signing of the Peace 

Treaty 

• Returning Home Aboard Ship, Celebrations and Parades 

• Final Resting Places for Those Who Died and the 

Unknown Soldier 

• Armistice Day Now Called Veterans’ Day 



The Great War – World War I – 1  

Public Attitude 

Toward America’s 

Involvement in 

“The Great War” 



WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS 

I Want You for U.S. Army 
James Montgomery Flagg 

July 6, 1916 

Uncle Sam is one of the most popular personifications of 

the United States. However, the term "Uncle Sam" is of 

somewhat obscure derivation.  Historical sources attribute 

the name to a meat packer who supplied meat to the army 

during the War of 1812 – Samuel (Uncle Sam) Wilson 

(1766-1854).  “Uncle Sam” Wilson was a man of great 

fairness, reliability, and honesty, who was devoted to his 

country – qualities now associated with “our” Uncle Sam.  

 

Originally published as the cover for the July 6, 1916, 

issue of Leslie's Weekly with the title “What Are You 

Doing for Preparedness?” this portrait of “Uncle Sam” 

went on to become – according to its creator, James 

Montgomery Flagg (1877-1960) – “the most famous 

poster in the world.”  Over four million copies were 

printed between 1917 and 1918, as the United States 

entered World War I and began sending troops and 

material into war zones. 

 

 



WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS 

U. S. Army Signal Corps 

  

H. Devitt Welsh  

United States Army Recruiting  

ca. 1916 

 

The mission of the Signal Corps is to 

provide and manage communications.  

Founded in 1860, one of its first 

accomplishments was to transform sign 

language into a semaphore system using 

red and white flags.  Those flags today 

are the insignia that the Corps wear on 

their uniform.  

 



WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS 

Pro Patria! 

Join Army for Period of War  
 

H. Devitt Welsh  

United States Army Recruiting  

1917 

  

This United States Army recruiting poster 

encouraged young men to enlist by 

illustrating the great Army tradition of the 

horse soldier.  It also used the 

inspirational line “Pro Patria,” borrowed 

from the Roman lyrical poet Horace, the 

phrase meaning “for your country.”  



WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS 

Food is Ammunition, Don't 

Waste It  
 

John E. Sheridan  

United States Food Administration 

ca. 1918  

 

Herbert Hoover. Federal Food 

Administrator, told President Woodrow 

Wilson that “second to military action, 

food was the dominant factor that will 

win the war.”  In 1918, twenty million 

Americans signed pledges of membership 

to the Food Administration to conserve 

food so that our allies in Europe would 

not go hungry.  



WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS 

That Liberty Shall Not 

Perish From the Earth  
 

Joseph Pennell  

United States Treasury Department  

1918  

 

One of the most striking posters of the 

Fourth Liberty Loan was designed by 

Joseph Pennell.  It shows the harbor of 

New York City in flames and under attack 

by enemy bombers.  Pennell sketched the 

idea on the train back to Philadelphia 

after meeting with the Division of 

Pictorial Publicity.  Two million copies of 

the poster, which invokes the Gettysburg 

Address, were printed. Today it has an 

eerie reference to the tragedy of 9/11.  



World War 1 – The Great War – The War to End All Wars 

Woodrow Wilson and His 

War Cabinet/Cabinet Room, 

White House, Washington, 

D.C., ca. 1917 

     In this room, the President and 

his advisory council, called the 

Cabinet, sit at meetings. 

     This view shows President Wilson 

with his cabinet just before the 

outbreak of the World War.  Next to 

President Wilson on the left sits 

William McAdoo, Secretary of the 

Treasury.  Then, James McReynolds, 

Attorney General; Josephus 

Daniels, Secretary of the Navy; 

David F. Houston, Agriculture; 

William B. Wilson, Labor; William 

C. Redfield, Commerce; Franklin K. 

Lane, the Interior; Albert S. 

Burleson, Postmaster General; 

Lindley M. Garrison, Secretary of 

War; and, in the place of honor at 

the right of the President, William J. 

Bryan, Secretary of State.  [WJC 

Photo] 



World War 1 – The Great War – Public Attitude at Home 

This unused, real photo World War I postcard depicts a 

four-to-six-year-old boy dressed in a World War I 

uniform jacket with an ammunition belt, short pants, a 

garrison cap and black button shoes holding a rifle,  

probably a BB gun.  His mother or a seamstress 

lovingly made this replica uniform which certainly 

showed patriotism for the war effort.  [WJC Photo] 



World War 1 – The Great War – Public Attitude at Home 

ARCHIBALD “ARCHIE” GUNN 

(1863-1930)  

 

     Born in Taunton, Somersetshire, England, in 

October, 1863, Archie Gunn was a well-known and 

popular illustrator, whose pictures where in leading 

periodicals.  He first studied art under his father, a 

member of the British Royal Academy, in London.  

At seventeen he painted a portrait of Lord 

Beaconsfield that was given to Queen Victoria. 

     For a time he designed costumes for Gilbert & 

Sullivan productions. 

     Archie immigrated to the United States in 1890, 

living in New York City, where he worked as a 

magazine and newspaper illustrator.  In about 1897 

he married Marie Therese Higgins, who was born 

in New York City in about 1876.  

     Archie Gunn was best-known for his designs for 

magazine covers.  The following series of postcards 

were produced during 1917 and 1918, showing 

sentiments typical of America during the war. 

 

This studio portrait, printed on postcard stock, 

shows a mother and her son, Mark, wearing his 

World War I army uniform.  [eBay] 



World War I – The Great War – Public Attitude at Home 

Archie Gunn Postcards, ca. 1917-1918 
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Archie Gunn Postcards, ca. 1917-1918 
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Archie Gunn Postcards, ca. 1917-1918 
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Archie Gunn Postcards, ca. 1917-1918 
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Archie Gunn Postcards, ca. 1917-1918 



World War 1 – The Great War – Public Attitude at Home 

Thousands Marching, 

Thousands Watching!  Our 

National Army, Chicago 

August 4, 1917 

This is a sight to bring pride to 

the heart of every American – our 

National army, thousands and 

thousands of stalwart men, from 

every rank of life, enlisted in the 

service of their country, sworn to 

defend its honor and its rights.  

These are the men who afterwards 

went to France and on many a 

bloody field in many a desperate 

battle, rushed like a cyclone upon 

the German ranks, smashed through 

their supposedly impregnable 

defenses, sent their troops reeling 

backward in defeat.  Here our men 

are marching, through the streets of 

one of our great cities.  [WJC 

Photo] 



World War 1 – The Great War – Public Attitude at Home 

For Five Hours New York’s 

Citizen Army Poured by this 

Reviewing Stand, Twenty Men 

Abreast 

Parades of men drafted for the 

new National Army, which were held 

in many large cities of the United 

States. Sept. 4, 1917, drew 

tremendous crowds and showed to 

the world the splendid material we 

have for our new army.  The quota 

for New York City was 38,621 men.  

These men formed three large 

parades, one on Fifth Avenue, 

Manhattan, one in Brooklyn and one 

in the Bronx.  The Manhattan 

parade, which included the Queens 

and Richmond quotas, was the 

largest. 

After the parade disbanded, the 

men went to the Polo Grounds in 

Manhattan and to Ebbetts Field in 

Brooklyn where they witnessed 

games.  [WJC Photo] 



World War 1 – The Great War – Public Attitude at Home 

New York's Most Stupendous 

Military Spectacle, Thirty-eight 

Thousand Men Parading in 

Honor of Citizen Soldiers 

November, 1917 
     This parade was given in New 

York in honor of her citizen soldiers.  

This city’s quota in the first draft 

was 38,621 men.  These uniformed 

men parading are from the Rainbow 

Division, which was in training at 

that time near this city. 

     The Rainbow Division, so named 

because it was made up of picked 

regiments or companies from nearly 

every state in the Union, was the 

first division of the new National 

Army to be sent across.  Many 

National Guard units were taken 

into this Division.  These men gave a 

splendid account of themselves 

“Somewhere in France,” and the 

name “Rainbow Division” has 

become famous as one belonging to 

a splendid fighting unit of brave 

Americans.  [WJC Photo] 



The Great War – World War I – 2  

Selective Military 

Conscription Bill  

– “The Draft” –  

Passed May 18, 1917 



World War I – The Great War – Conscription – “The Draft” 

Our Boys Responding 

to Uncle Sam’s Call 

     A bill enacted April 28, 1917 [sic 

– May 18, 1917] marked a radical 

change in the military policy of the 

United States. The measure gave the 

president power to raise an army of 

men to be selected by drafting those 

between 21 and 31 years of age.  It 

was expected that by fall of 1917 

2,000,000 men would be ready for 

military service. 

     Sixteen conscription camps were 

designated by the government for 

the purpose of mobilizing and 

training the new recruits for service 

in the trenches.  Other camps were 

chosen for the training of volunteer 

officers who are selected without 

regard to age.  [WJC Photo] 



Postmarked November 6, 1917, at West Bend, Wisconsin, this real photo postcard shows the Washington 

Company Honor Guard men leaving for Camp Grant, near Rockford, Illinois.  Established in 1917 primarily  for 

infantry training, it became one of the largest military training facilities during the war.  Its first “selected men” 

or draftees arrived in September.  Between September 23 and October 1, 1918, the Spanish Influenza Pandemic 

affected over 4,000 men at Camp Grant.  Over 1,000 of them died.  [eBay] 

World War I – The Great War – Leaving Home for Basic Training 



Many doughboys were sent “Off For The Front” to military training camps on troop trains.  Iron Mountain’s 

Company E departed by troop train to go to Camp Eaton in Lower Michigan at the beginning of the Spanish 

American War twenty years earlier.  This unused, real photo World War I era postcard documents a huge crowd 

at an unidentified railroad depot saying good-bye to a trainload of soldiers aboard the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 

Paul Railroad, possibly from the Upper Peninsula or Wisconsin.  [WJC Photo] 

World War I – The Great War – Leaving Home for Basic Training 



A crowd of family and friends gathered at the Detroit & Mackinac Railway Depot at Cheboygan, Michigan, to 

bid farewell to soldiers sometime in 1917 or 1918, as their loved ones departed for the army during World War I.  

Many soldiers were hanging out of the windows as the last troops boarded the train in this small port city on the 

north shore of Lake Huron in Cheboygan County.  The depot is visible at the far right in the background.  [WJC 

Photo] 

World War I – The Great War – Leaving Home for Basic Training 



This unused, real photo World War I era postcard recorded the arrival of Upper Peninsula soldiers on Car Ferry 

Number 17 in Ludington, Michigan, for encampment, possibly at Camp Custer which was built near Battle 

Creek in 1917 for military training.  Named after Civil War cavalry officer General George Armstrong Custer, 

the facility trained or demobilized more than 100,000 troops during World War I.  [WJC Photo] 

World War I – The Great War – Leaving Home for Basic Training 



The Great War – World War I – 3  

Basic Training 

for 

the Infantrymen 

and 

the Officers 



Built in 1917 for military training near Battle Creek, Michigan, Camp Custer was named for Civil War cavalry 

officer General George Armstrong Custer.  The facility trained or demobilized more than 100,000 troops during 

World War I.  In the years following the war the camp was used to train the Officer Reserve Corps and the 

Civilian Conservation Corps. On August 17, 1940, Camp Custer was designated Fort Custer and became a 

permanent military training base.  During World War II, the post had an area of 16,005 acres, and quarters for 

1,279 officers and 27,553 enlisted personnel.  More than 300,000 troops trained there.  Postmarked November 

11, 1917, this postcard shows soldiers at roll call, and was obtained with a collection of letters from Adolph 

Poisson, of Iron Mountain, during World War I.  [WJC Photo] 

World War I – The Great War – Life in Basic Training Camps 



World War I – The Great War – Life in Basic Training Camps 

     Adolph (Adolphus) 
Poisson, son of Alphonse 
(1859-1929)  and Lucille 
(Beauchene) (1860-1945) 
Poisson, was born 
February 15, 1888, in 
Iron Mountain, Michigan.  
His parents were born in 
Canada.  Adolph married 
Anna, who was born in 
1896.  Adolph died in 
1939 in Iron Mountain, 
Michigan.  Anna (Ann) 
died in 1977. 

     Serving in World War 
I, Adolph was at Camp 
Custer by October 14, 
1917, and was still there 
on December 9, 1917, 
according to two letters 
bearing those dates. He 
was a military policeman 
in the 219th Military 
Police Company, serving 
in Gievres, France, 
according to  letters dated 
between June 10 and 
September 3, 1918.  He 
was in Valence, France, 
according to a letter dated 
March16, 1919. [WJC 
Photos] 

     PFC Adolph Poisson served as a military 

policeman in the 219th Military Police 

Company in Gievres, France. 



Postmarked September 8, at Fort Riley, Kansas, the year portion did not print, but probably would be 1917.  The 

military tent encampment apparently housed the Min. Artillery of the 11th Cavalry, and contained the following 

message:  The crowd that occupied these tents just across from our barracks left on Sept. 5 for Hoboken and are 

in France by now.  Will send you accounts and letter next week.  Happy New Year to all.  Doc.  [WJC Photo] 

World War I – The Great War – Life in Basic Training Camps 



This unused, real photo postcard view, dating in about 1917-1918, shows an unidentified southern military 

training camp.  Note the tents in a wooded area in the background, two cars and one larger motorized vehicle at 

the  far right, three squads of soldiers standing in the field in the foreground and a photographer carrying his 

camera at the far right next to the caption.  [WJC Photo] 
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In this World War I era postcard, 1st Troop N.E. stood at attention in formation in front of a long wooden 

barracks building.  [WJC Photo] 
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This street scene showing long, elevated barracks buildings for the M.O.T.C. includes short flights of wooden 

steps, wash benches with pails and round metal wash basins hanging from building.  Although postally unused, 

the sender, Raymond, wrote the following:  We sleep in buildings like these – 74 men in a building 120 ft. by 20 

ft.  Cotton grows below (?) this.  Raymond.   [WJC Photo] 
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     This unused World War I real photo postcard view, 

dating between 1917 and 1918, shows a soldier at 

Camp Dodge standing at crude wooden table 

scrubbing a sleeve of a uniform shirt with a brush. 

     Camp Dodge is a military installation located in 

Johnston, Iowa. Original construction of the post 

began in 1907, to provide a place for the National 

Guard units to train. 

     In 1917, the installation was handed over to 

national authorities and greatly expanded to become a 

regional training center for forces about to participate 

in World War I.  At the end of the war, the post was 

downsized and turned back over to state authorities. 

     Similarly, with the outbreak of World War II, Camp 

Dodge was again handed over to the federal 

government.  At that time the post was used only as an 

induction center for new service members. 

     Camp Dodge has served as a Guard and Reserve 

installation since the close of WWII. 

     Centrally located near Des Moines, the capitol of 

Iowa, it currently serves as the headquarters of the 

Iowa National Guard.  [WJC Photo] 
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American Soldiers Wash Their 

Own Dishes and They Must 

Pass Inspection 

In a soldier’s equipment are a 

large number of things to be looked 

after.  When he enters the army, 

each man is given two pairs of 

breeches, two olive drab flannel 

shirts, one blouse, one hat, two pairs 

of shoes, one pair of leggings, three 

suits of underwear and four pairs of 

socks, and later an overcoat.  For 

his bunk, each receives two or three 

olive drab blankets and a canvas 

bed sack, to be filled with hay or 

straw, 30 pounds to a sack.  The 

recruit kit issued each man contains 

two face towels, soap, hair brush 

and comb. All civilian equipment, 

clothing and toilet articles are 

returned to their homes.  The 

government wants all the men to be 

outfitted alike.  [WJC Photo] 
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Rest Period in Company 

Barracks in a Southern 

Cantonment 

There are just three places in 

camp where a soldier may go when 

he is off duty; he may stay out of 

doors, go to the Y.M.C.A. hut or to 

the barracks.  

  Each company has a unit of 

about six buildings, a mess hall and 

kitchen, a lavatory and four well-

ventilated barracks accommodating 

from 40 to 60 men each.   

The buildings are of wood, 

unpainted, and something over 100 

feet long and 40 or 50 feet wide.  

The bunks are iron cots set three feet 

apart, with straw mattresses and 

three woolen blankets.  As there are 

no chairs, the men sit, lie or lounge 

upon their bunks.  At the foot of the 

bunk is a locker, and here the men 

keep their suitcases if they have 

them.  [WJC Photo] 



The men are taught to make up their bunks army style.  The blankets are doubled, folded three times and placed 

at the head of the bed, folded edges to the left.  Shoes are put at the edge of the bed below the blankets.  A locker 

and suitcase are at the foot.  Every article has its place.  Bunks must be kept in this order except between taps 

and reveille and during the hour in the morning for sweeping, scrubbing and airing.  This unused postcard view 

of a squad room shows the interior of a World War I military barracks with a row of beds on each side, bags at 

the foot of each bed, windows between each bed and a row of electric light bulbs over each side of the room.  

[WJC Photo] 
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In the Mess Hall at Meal Time, 

Camp Devens, Ayer, Mass. 

     Camp Devens was the training 

center for all of the draft troops of 

New England. 

     The mess halls of the camps were 

models of cleanliness, exactness and 

efficiency. 

     All of the dishes which the men 

have with the exception of the cups 

are camp dishes, not the mess kits 

with which they are equipped before 

leaving the camp for foreign service. 

     The cups are well designed.  

There is a small catch that holds the 

handle in place while the cup is 

being used, folding about the bottom 

of the cup when it is not in use.  The 

army canteen fits into the cup and 

both are carried in the canteen 

cover which is attached to the belt.  

In the handle of the cup there is a 

slot, allowing for the use of a fork 

when holding over the fire. [WJC 

Photo] 



This unused, real photo World War I postcard view shows an unidentified military encampment with dozens of 

tents and several long barracks buildings, typical of many camps where recruits were prepared to serve in the 

war.  [WJC Photo] 
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1 – Postmarked June 24, 19--,  Fort Douglas Station, Salt Lake City, Utah, this real photo postcard view shows 

Colonel Irons of the 20th Infantry standing in front of his tent with the flaps open, cot visible at left and a U.S. 

flag at the left and a regimental flag at the right. [WJC Photo] 
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     Connor had brought volunteer troops from California and Nevada to the camp.  During the Civil War, the 

post served as the headquarters of the District of Utah in the Department of the Pacific.  Between 1866 and 

1898, the fort was part of the Department of the Platte.  The fort's importance grew when the Union Pacific and 

Central Pacific railroads joined rails at Promontory Summit, Utah, on May 10, 1869, completing the 

Transcontinental Railroad.   In 1878, the post was renamed Fort Douglas. Through the efforts of Utah's U.S. Sen. 

Thomas Kearns, the fort became a regimental post.  During World War I, the fort was used as an internment 

camp for Germans living in the United States, and also was used to house German naval prisoners of war.  One 

of the crews was from the SMS Cormoran, which set sail from Tsingtao, China, and took refuge from the 

Japanese at Guam in December to refuel and take on provisions.  Denied the fuel and provisions they requested, 

the Germans submitted to detention rather than return to sea.  They became prisoners of war and were shipped to 

the fort when the United States declared war on Germany in 1917.  [WJC Photo] 
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     2 – The increasing threat of violence was 

caused by the withdrawal of federal troops 

from the West for action against the 

Confederacy in the Civil War.  Col. Patrick 

Connor was selected to establish a military 

presence in the Utah Territory for the 

purpose of protecting the overland mail route 

and telegraph lines along the Central 

Overland Route.  Connor selected a site 

about three miles east of Salt Lake City, 

Utah, where Camp Douglas, named after 

Stephen A. Douglas by President Abraham 

Lincoln, was officially established on 

October 26, 1862.   



Although unidentified and unused, “San Diego” penciled on the reverse of this World War I era postcard  

provides a clue to its location.  Marines made a presence in San Diego, California, in July 1914, but ground was 

not broken for a permanent base until March 2, 1919.  The initial proposal for the base came from Congressman 

William Kettner, who also proposed construction of  the Naval Training Center in San Diego.  The Marine base, 

known as the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, commonly referred to as the MCRD, only became a reality due to the 

perseverance of its first commanding officer, Colonel Joseph Henry Pendleton, later a general and the namesake 

of Camp Pendleton.  Marines pictured here were standing at attention for inspection in front of long row of open 

tents with rifles at their right side.  [WJC Photo] 
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WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS 

This Device on Hat or 

Helmet Means 

U.S. MARINES 

 
Charles Buckles Falls  

United States Marine Corps Recruiting  

ca. 1917  

 

The globe on the U.S. Marine emblem 

signifies continuing service in any part of 

the world. The eagle represents the nation 

of the United States. The anchor dates 

back to the founding of the Marine Corps 

in 1775. It acknowledges the naval 

tradition of the United States Marines and 

their continual service under the 

command of the Department of the Navy.  



WORLD WAR I – THE GREAT WAR – IN POSTERS 

E-E-E-Yah-Yip, Go Over 

With United States Marines  

 
Charles Buckles Falls  

United States Marine Corps Recruiting  

ca. 1917  

 

This United States Marine Corps 

recruiting poster illustrates the “Battle 

Cry” of the Marines.  Much like the 

“Rebel Yell” of Civil War days, the call 

was used to rally and instill a sense of 

camaraderie among the men.  Historical 

accounts of World War I indicate that it 

was used by the Marines in battle and 

also taught during Marine Corps training. 



Six soldiers stood on the wooden walkway in front of their tents at the right as two soldiers at the far left looked 

out from their tent in this World War I era postcard view.  Possibly the bugler just sounded reveille, a bugle call 

chiefly used to wake military personnel at sunrise.  The name comes from "réveillé" (or "réveil"), the French 

word for "wake up".  [WJC Photo] 
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This unused, real photo World War I postcard, dating between 1917 and 1918, shows an unidentified soldier 

seated on his bunk with a make-shift shelf-desk unit between his bunk and his bunkmate’s bunk in a tent.   The 

soldier, looking at the camera with a pen in right hand, was apparently writing a letter.  Note the large bayonet 

and ammunition belt hanging at the right and the shaving mug and brush on the desk shelf.  [WJC Photo] 
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Sunshine Keeps Our Soldiers 

Healthy.  Daily Sunning of 

Equipment 

Every precaution is taken in the 

army to keep the soldiers in the best 

of health.  Personal cleanliness and 

cleanliness of all belongings and 

equipment is insisted upon.  Because 

sunshine is a great destroyer of 

disease germs, the equipment is 

frequently given a sun bath. 

The men are required to take two 

baths a week, to wash their hands 

before each meal and to clean their 

finger nails.  No disease germs are 

allowed to lurk around the 

doughboy or his equipment.  The 

company streets which we see before 

us are in Camp Oglethorpe.  Tents 

are furled and each tent is erected 

on a wooden platform. 

During World War I and World 

War II, Fort Oglethorpe, an Army 

post opened in 1904 in Georgia, 

became a war-time induction and 

processing center.  [WJC Photo] 

 

 



This unused, real photo World War I postcard, dating between 1917 and 1918, bears the title “Dishing Out 

Chow…Getting It!”  Soldiers lined up at the left end of a tent covering the chow line as cooks, visible at the 

right end of the tent, served food.  [WJC Photo] 
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Dozens of soldiers, probably from the 14th Transport according to the seller, sat at plank tables with large tin 

cups, posing for the photographer for this unused, real photo World War I postcard.  Tent-like coverings 

provided shade to some of the doughboys.  Campaign hats, first issued in 1911, were worn by both the U.S. 

Marine Corps and the Army.  Many felt the hat generated a certain prestige, as well as an undeniable sense of 

military swank, that encouraged their enlistments in the first place.  Many soldiers felt the wool overseas cap 

was a very poor swap for the broad-brimmed campaign hat which, made from Argentine rabbit fur, was 

expensive to manufacture and difficult to maintain in the French rains.  [WJC Photo] 
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Another World War I vintage unused 

postcard view shows eight soldiers in a field 

in front of a tent with seven beer kegs made 

into a pyramid.  One soldier sits atop the top 

barrel, two soldiers stand atop lower barrels, 

three soldiers are seated in front of barrels 

and two soldiers are off to the side, all 

holding tin cups.  [WJC Photo] 
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This unidentified and unused World War I era postcard view shows seven soldiers ready for inspection, standing 

in front of seven cots spaced closely together.  Several are displaying their mess kits. [WJC Photo] 
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World War I – The Great War – Basic Training Camp Inspections 

Pack Inspection of 139th 

Regiment Infantry, American 

Army Camp, U.S.A. 

Frequent inspections were held 

to prevent the men from growing 

careless, and these inspections were 

rigid.  We are looking at one of these 

inspections, the men standing at 

attention with their open packs 

before them, while the sergeants 

pass up and down the lines critically 

inspecting each pack. The men were 

not even allowed to stand at ease 

during these inspections. 

These packs contain mess kits, 

flask, toilet articles, emergency 

ration and other articles.  In 

addition to these, the soldier on 

active service was likely to be 

loaded down with a shelter half, 

trench tool, grenades, gas mask, 

signal flares, cartridges, together 

with his rifle and bayonet.  [WJC 

Photo] 



An unused World War I era postcard shows two ranks of buglers and a row of snare drummers in the back, 

playing as they march along a dirt road, probably at a training camp.  [WJC Photo] 

World War I – The Great War – Buglers and Drummers 
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The Heart of the Nation – Every 

Mother’s Son Ready to Do His 

Duty 

Never before had so much 

attention been paid to the physical 

development of the men in the army.  

Uncle Sam realized that the healthy 

soldier would be a contented one, 

and contented soldiers seldom if 

ever desert. 

One reason for the excellent 

physical condition of the men was 

the athletics and physical exercises 

which form part of the army routine.  

The raw recruit was given plenty of 

work to do.  His day from 5:30 in the 

morning until 9:45 at night was a 

full one with but little time to 

himself.  But, no matter how much 

work he did, or how hard his labor, 

there was need for some systematic 

physical training.  [WJC Photo] 



Physical fitness was a part of training for soldiers during the World War I era, as documented in this unused 

postcard view showing a soldier just about over the wooden wall, getting a leg up from two other soldiers while 

other soldiers look on.  The words “Canal Zone” are written in pencil on the back.  [WJC Photo] 
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An unused World War I era postcard shows a group of recruits practicing scaling a double-sided, reinforced 

wooden wall carrying full gear with other soldiers lying on top of the wall providing assistance.  [WJC Photo] 
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Learning How to Give the Huns 

a Taste of American Steel 

If there is one thing the German 

fears more than anything else, it is a 

bayonet charge.  Bayonet drills form 

an important part of the rifle 

instruction program of the men in 

the training camps.  Much of the 

practice in the use of this terrible 

instrument of war is on dummies 

swinging from a scaffold or tree.  

The first work is in elementary 

positions, thrusts, jabs, parries, butt 

blows, cuts and foot work.  Next 

comes practice on dummies 

suspended from scaffolds, from 

which project poles with padded 

knobs on the ends.  In charging this 

dummy, it is necessary to parry the 

pole and make a clean bayonet 

lunge, otherwise the penalty is a 

smart rap on the head, arms or 

body.   [WJC Photo] 
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Class of Officers Practicing 

“the Short Point Stab.”  

American Army Camp, U.S.A. 

Great Britain sent us the kind of 

help that we needed, men like that 

captain that you see standing behind 

the line of men.  He is experienced 

in all the tricks of hand to hand 

fighting as is his assistant, a non-

commissioned officer that is farther 

down the line. 

To give the men training as 

realistic as possible, dummies such 

as those that you see were strung in 

rows, one for each man.  With those 

and his rifle with its bayonet the 

soldier learned the technique of 

killing; how to thrust, parry and 

club, and how to keep his footing on 

the treacherous ground, made as 

real as possible with bundles of 

brush.  [WJC Photo] 
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Learn and Earn  
 

Charles Buckles Falls  

United States Army Ordnance Recruiting 

Poster Number 1  

1919 

 

The logistics function of the Army 

Ordnance Corps involves provisioning 

and procuring all goods required to raise 

and maintain an efficient and effective 

fighting Army.  The Ordnance Corps is 

also responsible for managing all 

ammunition, ranging from a pistol bullet 

to shells and missiles.  
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“Making the World Safe for 

Democracy” – Our Boys 

Training for the Firing Line 

The American soldiers in our 

training camps are paying much 

attention to rifle practice, in spite of 

the fact that, up to the present time, 

the rifle has not played an important 

part in the war.  The reason for this 

is that, while the French and British 

are poor marksmen and depend 

upon the hand grenade and bayonet 

to repel attacks, it is expected that 

the splendid marksmanship of the 

Americans will produce such a 

slaughter that the rifle will count in 

the war as never before. 

At the beginning of the war, the 

three great rifle factories of the 

United States remodeled their plants 

and are now turning out about 1,200 

Enfields and 1,500 Springfields per 

day.   [WJC Photo] 



Another unused World War I era postcard shows a line of kneeling soldiers with rifles firing at a rifle range with 

various military personnel and others standing behind the firing line.  [WJC Photo] 

World War I – The Great War – Rifle Range Sharpshooters 



This unused, real photo World War I postcard view, dating between 1917 and 1918, shows Company E’s Eighth 

Training Regiment.  The location is unknown.   Nine soldiers posed for the photographer while a large group of 

soldiers milled around in the background.  [WJC Photo] 
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1 – Soldiers received training with two machine guns on the firing line at Fort Sheridan, located in Lake County, 

Illinois, on this unused real photo World War I postcard view, dated 1917.  Pictured are M1917 Browning 

machine guns.  A heavy machine gun, this model and later versions were used by the United States armed forces 

in World War I, World War II, Korea, and to a limited extent in Vietnam   [WJC Photo] 
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2 – The M1917 Browning machine gun was a crew-served, belt-fed, water-cooled machine gun that served 

alongside the much lighter air-cooled Browning M1919.  It was used at the battalion level, and often mounted on 

vehicles, such as a jeep.  There were two main versions:  the M1917 which was used in World War I; and the 

M1917A1, which was used thereafter.  The M1917, which was used on some aircraft as well as in a ground role, 

had a firing rate of 450 rounds per minute.  The M1917A1 had a firing rate of 450 to 600 rounds per minute.  

[WJC Photo] 
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3 – Established as Camp Highwood in 1887 in Lake County, Illinois, the U.S. Army post was renamed for 

General of the Army Philip H. Sheridan, who died on June 1, 1888, later that same year.  During World War I 

Fort Sheridan served as an induction and training center for the Midwest region and the post was expanded with 

the addition of many World War I vintage temporary buildings.  The post also housed an officer training camp.  

Some 60,000 patients were treated at the hospital there between 1918 and 1920.  Fort Sheridan was abandoned 

in 1993. [WJC Photo] 
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World War I – The Great War – Pistol/Rifle Range Practice 

Target Practice with Automatic 

Pistol, Reserve Officers’ 

Training Camp, Fort Sheridan, 

Ill. 

Fort Sheridan is one of the 

sixteen Officers’ Training Camps 

named by the government when war 

was declared.   

The United States automatic 

army pistol has replaced the Colt 

army revolver in use a few years 

ago. This pistol weighs 2 pounds, 7 

ounces, has a trigger pull of 6 to 7 ½ 

pounds, is a little over 8 inches long 

and is of .45-inch caliber.  It has 

been fired 21 times in 12 seconds, 

beginning with the pistol empty and 

loaded magazines on a table at the 

side of the operator.  The bullet 

weighs 230 grains and has a muzzle 

velocity of 800 feet per second.  This 

pistol has a range of about 1,950 

yards.  [WJC Photo] 



This unused, real photo World War I postcard, dating from 1917 to 1918, shows soldiers practicing at a pistol or 

rifle shooting range in an unidentified location.  One or two soldiers occupied each booth which had a target 

above in a long line of booth-like compartments.  [WJC Photo] 
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This unused World War I era postcard shows a United States Army artillery gun crew.  Most of the crew is 

seated on or standing behind the cannon, while one member is kneeling in front of the cannon’s right wheel and 

another is standing with a long pole used to seat the cannonball at the right.  An officer with his arms crossed is 

standing at the far right. [WJC Photo] 

World War I – The Great War – Field Artillery Corps Practice 



World War I – The Great War – Field Artillery Corps Practice 

Preparing for the Firing Line – 

Loading a 3-Inch Field Gun 

     When the United States entered 

the conflict our artillery was 

equipped with a field gun of 3-inch 

caliber, firing a projectile weighing 

about 15 pounds.  This is the gun 

which we have before us, and it was 

conceded to be a very fine weapon. 

     The number of guns needed on 

European battlefields was shown at 

Verdun in 1916, when the Germans 

alone had about 3,000 guns on a 

front of some 20 miles.  So our 

government was obliged to adopt the 

French field guns, which were being 

produced in sufficient quantities to 

equip the American army as well as 

the French.  The French “75” (75 

millimeters) is the best light field 

gun in the world, better even than 

our 3-inch and far superior to the 

77-millimetre Krupp gun, with 

which the Germans were armed. 

[WJC Photo] 



Camp Kearny, located 11 ½ miles north of San Diego on 12,721 acres, was established July 18, 1917, named in 

honor of Brigadier General Stephen Watts Kearny, who led the Army of the West to San Diego in 1846.  It was 

one of 32 new camps created in May 1917, each designed to house 40,000 troops with 1,200 buildings and tents 

on 10,000 acres.  Most of Camp Kearny’s soldiers lived in tents, as more than 65,000 men trooped through the 

camp on their way to World War I battlegrounds.  After the war, the camp was used as a demobilization center.  

Pictured are three units of the 145th Field Artillery.  The message on the back of this unused World War I era 

postcard reads:  Dear Pauline:  – This is the field Artillery, some shells these guns shoot!  We have some 

machine guns here and they can shoot 600 shots a second.  I ought to get behind that as I could shoot the 

Germans down alright.  Henry.  [WJC Photo] 
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Fort Ripley, named for Brigadier General Eleazar Wheelock Ripley, a hero of the War of 1812, was a United 

States military installation beginning in 1849 and was closed by the federal government in 1877.  The location of 

the camp was selected in 1929 by Ellard A. Walsh, Adjutant General of the State of Minnesota, when the State of 

Minnesota purchased 12,000 acres of land, including the remains of Fort Ripley, to be used for military training.  

The site was officially named Camp Ripley in December, 1930.  The first soldiers that came to train at Camp 

Ripley stayed in tents, thus limiting training to the summer months.  The government constructed buildings to 

enable year round training.  Today Camp Ripley is a 53,000-acre military and civilian training facility operated 

by the Minnesota National Guard, located near the city of Little Falls in the central part of the state.  The site's 

winter warfare training course is the primary facility used by the National Guard for winter combat exercises.  

This unused, real photo World War I era postcard shows a row of field artillery with ammunition wagons with 

soldiers practicing shooting these large guns.  [WJC Photo] 
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Artillery Maneuvers – The 

Decisive Factor of the Present 

War 

The European War is pre-

eminently one of long distances.  

The projectiles used are of such 

weight and size that only the 

heaviest enginery of war is adequate 

to the task of hurling them against 

the sheltered and entrenched forces 

of the enemy.  It is this fact that 

renders the artillery the decisive 

factor of the war. 

This view shows a battery of field 

pieces in transit to a place of 

vantage from whence the deadly 

missiles may be hurled against the 

foe.  Almost as far in the background 

as the eye can see the gun carriages 

come.  The number of horses used in 

propelling these carriages indicates 

something of their tremendous 

weight and size.  [WJC Photo] 



An early canvas-topped truck belonging to Battery C, 1st Artillery, New York, with four soldiers inside pulls a 

wagon with five soldiers standing behind the wagon and one soldier standing on edge of wagon behind left front 

wheel in this unused postcard view.  [WJC Photo] 
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This unused, real photo World War I postcard view, dating between 1917 and 1918, shows cavalry horses from 

Battery B, 4th Field Battalion, eating hay and being tended by soldiers.  The use of horses in World War I marked 

a transitional period in the evolution of armed conflict.  Cavalry units were initially considered essential 

offensive elements of a military force, but over the course of the war, the vulnerability of horses to modern 

machine gun and artillery fire reduced their utility on the battlefield.  This paralleled the development of tanks, 

which would ultimately replace cavalry in shock tactics.  While the perceived value of the horse in war changed 

dramatically, horses still played a significant role throughout the war.  The military mainly used horses for 

logistical support during the war.  They were better than mechanized vehicles at traveling through deep mud and 

over rough terrain.  Horses were used for reconnaissance and for carrying messengers, as well as pulling 

artillery, ambulances and supply wagons.  [WJC Photo] 
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The United States Army Cavalry played a significant role in World War I, as documented by this unused 

postcard view showing a mounted cavalry soldier jumping a crude hurdle with grasses in between boards.  [WJC 

Photo] 
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World War I – The Great War – The Use of the  “Aeroplane” in War 

Lieut. LeMaitre of French 

Aviation Forces in America, 

Explaining Mechanism of 

“Nieuport” Aeroplane, Fortress 

Monroe, Va. 

     Both England and France have 

sent some of their aviation 

specialists to the United States for 

the purpose of instructing American 

officers. LeMaitre is here seen 

explaining the mechanism of a 

Nieuport aeroplane. 

     The Nieuport is the smallest, 

fastest rising, fastest moving biplane 

in the French service.  It is a one-

passenger machine, equipped with 

one 110 horsepower LeRhone motor, 

and can travel 150 kilometers per 

hour.  It is equipped with a Vickers 

or Lewis machine gun, which is fired 

by the pilot with one hand while he 

controls his machine with the other 

hand and feet.  [WJC Photo] 
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Through the Uncharted 

Heavens She Blazed a Trail – 

Dirigible R-34 at Mineola, New 

York 

     During the war great airships 

like this were sent long distances 

into enemy territory, sometimes to 

discover and report the location of 

supply depots and manufacturing 

plants, sometimes to hover in the 

enemy’s rear, miles behind the firing 

line, and observe the number and 

disposition of his troops.  Sometimes 

they carried a cargo of high 

explosives, to blow up rail heads 

and other bases of military activity. 

     Painted a light gray, and with 

muffled engines, they sped silently, 

like ghosts, through the heavens. 

Often the first indication of their 

presence was a deafening explosion, 

followed by falling roofs and 

collapsing walls.  [WJC Photo] 
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Four Submarines in Dry Dock 

in Government Navy Yard 

     The United States, after entering 

the late war, had 75 submarines, 

with more in process of 

construction. 

     A submarine has two sets of 

engines.  Oil engines propel it on the 

surface and run dynamos which 

generate electricity for large storage 

batteries.  Electric engines propel 

the boat under water.  It is 

submerged by letting the ocean 

water flow into tanks and rises to 

the surface by emptying the tanks by 

forcing in compressed air. The 

periscope is a bronze tube about 4 

inches in diameter and 15 or 20 feet 

long, fitted with reflecting prisms 

and magnifying lenses so that the 

observer in the submarine can see 

on the surface of the water. [WJC 

Photo] 
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Our Answer to the Kaiser – 

3,000 of America’s Millions 

Eager to Fight for Democracy 

When on April 6, 1917, war with 

Germany was declared, the total 

strength of the regular army and 

National Guard was 307,000.  Yet in 

nineteen months an army of nearly 

two million men were drafted and 

mobilized in great camps which 

were prepared for them.  They were 

clothed and fully equipped with 

arms and ammunition.  They were 

given a military training and 

transported across the sea where 

they opposed, successfully, the 

soldiers of the most warlike nations 

of Europe.   

In these camps all that could be 

done for the welfare of the men was 

done on a scale never before 

equaled by any nation in its 

preparation for war.  [WJC Photo] 
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Our Boys Boarding Transport 

for France 

     The transport is one of the finest 

ships in our navy.  Note the size; the 

long row of oval life rafts hanging 

from the upper deck; the life boats 

on the deck.  The men first aboard 

are already leaning over the 

bulwarks examining with eager eyes 

this stirring scene. 

     Their troubles will begin when 

the vessel lifts for the first to the 

ocean swell.  Many will have to 

bunk in the lower hold where there 

is nought but artificial light, where 

the smells of the ship will wrench 

their vitals, where the air is close 

and stuffy. The food will be poor – 

on many transports it was worse 

than poor. An ocean voyage is 

enjoyable when one is a good sailor 

and has room to move about, but on 

a crowded transport it is a 

nightmare.   [WJC Photo] 



Built in 1915 at Philadelphia as the commercial passenger steamer Great Northern, the 9,708-ton displacement 

ship was acquired by the Navy from the Great Northern Steamship Company in September, 1917, and placed in 

commission at the beginning of the following November as the U.S.S. Great Northern.  In January, 1918, the 

ship carried passengers from the Pacific to the Atlantic coasts, and in March began her first wartime trans-

Atlantic voyage at about the time this postcard view was taken.  From then until November 1918, when the 

Armistice brought the fighting to an end, Great Northern took more than 28,000 passengers to the European war 

zone.  This work was interrupted on October 3, when a collision with the British ship Brinkburn left seven of her 

Army passengers dead and about fifteen injured.  After the Armistice, Great Northern returned World War 1 

veterans from France.  In eight round-trip voyages for this purpose, she brought home nearly 23,000 passengers. 

[WJC Photo] 
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This unused, real photo World War I postcard view, dating between 1917 and 1918, shows numerous U.S. 

soldiers wearing uniforms with life jackets crowded on two levels of the deck of an unidentified troop ship with 

inflated life rafts at the lower left and a life boat suspended at the upper left.  Written in pen on the reverse is the 

simple inscription “France, Sincerely, Ed Majerees” which indicates they were on their way “over there.”  [WJC 

Photo] 
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Dating between 1917 and 1918, this unused, real photo World War I postcard shows many soldiers bundled up in  

overcoats and carrying their duffle bags, knapsacks and bedrolls as they stood on deck at the bow of an 

unidentified battleship.  These doughboys were probably en route to or from France.  Note the huge anchor 

chains the two guns jutting from the turret from which the photographer took this view.  [WJC Photo] 
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U.S. soldiers aboard an unidentified troop shop prepared to go ashore as they neared Europe.  This unused World 

War I postcard view shows the men seated on deck, probably in late 1917 or early 1918.  [WJC Photo] 
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