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NORWAY TOWNSHIP 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

DICKINSON COUNTY:  Organized May 
21, 1891, embracing T41N of R27W, T39N 
– T40N – T41N of R28W, T39N – T40N – 
T41N of R30W and T39N – T40N of R31W, 
all set off from Menominee County; T42N – 
T43N of R28W – R29W – R30W, all set off 
from Iron County; and T42N – T43N – 
T44N of R27W andT41N of R28W – R29W 
– R30W, all set off from Marquette  
County; named for Donald McDonald 
Dickinson (1846-1917), postmaster general 
under President Grover Cleveland and 
leader of the Michigan Democratic Party. 

 

NORWAY TOWNSHIP:  Organized 
December 30, 1880, embracing T39N – 
T40N – T41N of R29W (then part of 
Menominee County), set off from Breitung 
Township; named for Village of Norway 
located therein. 



VILLAGE OF NORWAY AND 

CITY OF NORWAY 

 INGALSDORF/INGALLSDORF/INGOLSDORF:  Platted as Ingolsdorf 

June 11, 1879, by the Ingalls Mining Company (Eleazer S. Ingalls, 

president; Timothy Cole, secretary) on the SE ¼ of NE ¼ of Section 8, T39N 

of R29W; post office established September 11, 1879, with Charles E. 

Knowlton, postmaster; changed to Norway December 8, 1879. 

 

 FREDERICKTON:  Platted July 9, 1879, by the Lake Superior Ship 

Canal, Railway & Iron Company on the S ½ of NW ¼ of Section 9, T39N of 

R29W; probably named for Frederick Ayer, secretary of the company; 

annexed to City of Norway in 1891. 

 

 NORWAY:  Platted July 31, 1879, by Carl L. Wendel on the N ½ of NW ¼ 

of Section 8, T39N of R29W; post office transferred from Ingolsdorf 

December 8, 1879; incorporated as a city April 17, 1891. 

 

 SOUTH NORWAY:  Platted September 5, 1890, by Eugene Krohn on the 

NE ¼ of SE ¼ of Section 8, T39N of R29W; annexed by City of Norway in 

1891. 

 

 

 



SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

Postmarked Menominee, Mich., December 1, 1905, this postcard view shows the original Norway 

High School building, completed in 1892 at a cost of $15,000, and later called the Central School, 

located on the northwest corner of Norway Street and Tenth Street.  Eleven teachers staffed the 

eight-room school house which included a fair-sized library in the office.  [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., September 13, 1909, this postcard view shows the original Norway 

High School, called the Central School after the new high school was constructed in 1906, located 

on the northwest corner of Norway Street and Tenth Avenue.  [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., April 28, 1914, this postcard view shows the original Norway High 

School, called the Central School after the new high school was constructed in 1906.  Note the fire 

escape from the second story.  This school was razed in 1938. [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  CENTRAL SCHOOL 

This unused postcard view of the Nelson School dates from between 1918 and 1930.  The structure 

was located on the northwest corner of North Nelson Street (now Main Street) and Penn Avenue 

(now 14th Avenue). [Jake Menghini Museum] 

 



SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

Postmarked Vulcan, Mich., June 23, 1909, this tinted postcard view shows the new Norway High 

School, constructed at a cost of $40,000 in 1906 and located where the present Norway school 

complex is located.  A large assembly hall, four recitation rooms and two laboratories were located 

on the upper floor. [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., June 24, 1910, this tinted postcard view again shows Norway High 

School, constructed in 1906 where the present Norway school complex is located. [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

Four classrooms were reserved for the upper grades on the first floor, where the superintendent’s 

office, school library and studio and consultation rooms for music, drawing, domestic science and 

manual training instructors were also located.  The basement housed the manual training and 

domestic science departments.  This school was totally destroyed by fire on August 28, 1912.  [WJC 

Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

The Norway High School was destroyed by fire on Thursday, August 29, 1912.  This postcard view 

shows the smoldering remains of the structure. [Don Khoury] 



SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 17, Number 15 [Thursday, August 29, 

1912], page 1, column 6 

  

SCHOOL IN FLAMES 

_____ 

  

High School Building at Norway Was 

Destroyed Last Night. 

  

     The high school building at Norway was totally destroyed by fire at an early hour this morning – the first alarm 

sounding at four o’clock. 

     The handsome building is a mass of ruins, only the stone and brick walls are now standing. 

The fire is supposed to have originated in the basement, where a [piece of] manual training equipment was being 

unpacked and erected. 

     The building was erected nine years ago [sic – erected in 1906] at a cost of $33,000.  This does not include the cost 

of furnishing the building. 

     The school library was located in this building and is a total loss. 

     Secretary Perkins, of the school board, telephones [sic – telephoned] The Press that the loss will reach $50,00 [sic 

- $50,000] with insurance of $35,000. 

     The building was being prepared for the opening of school on Tuesday, and the fire sadly cripples the educational 

facilities of our sister city. 



SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain, Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 17, Number 16 [Thursday, September 5, 

1912], page 2, column 4 
  

NORWAY NEWS NUGGETS. 

_____ 

  
     Since the burning of the Norway high school, the board of education has been busy making arrangements for 

buildings in which to conduct the sessions.  At the city hall, the auditorium will be used for the high school 

assembly room, the council room, the room formerly used by Judge Rowe and the fire chief’s office will be used for 

class rooms [sic – classrooms], and the basement for manual training and lavaatory [sic – lavatory].  In addition the 

four-room parochial school and the Vankerchove building have been leased.  Some of the surplus furniture from the 

Iron Mountain schools was secured to furnish rooms and everything was practically ready to open the schools last 

Tuesday morning. 



SCHOOLS:  EAST GRADE, WEST GRADE, HIGH  

This unused postcard view, probably dating to 1912, shows the Norway High School building which 

replaced the one which burned April 29, 1912, in the course of construction.  The two elementary 

school buildings – East Grade School and West Grade School – flank the new high school.  All three 

of these buildings were razed to make room for the new Norway public school complex in 1991 and 

1992.  [WJC Photo] 

 



SCHOOLS:  NORWAY HIGH SCHOOL  

This unused postcard view of Norway High School, taken by the Iron Range Studio in Iron River, 

Michigan, probably dates from the late 1920’s to the early 1930’s.   The front of the three-story 

structure shows a bank of five two-story high windows which lit the study hall or assembly room.  

The windows directly below lit the gymnasium which was located in the basement.  Note the stake-

bed truck backed up to the side entrance.  This building was razed together with the two flanking 

elementary schools in 1981 and 1982 when the present school complex was constructed. [MRHM 

Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  NORWAY HIGH SCHOOL  

On the left side of the Norway High School, the wood shop was located on the first floor, the 

mechanical drafting classroom on the second floor and the chemistry laboratory on the third floor. 

On the right side of the building the superintendent’s office was located on the first floor, the “old” 

library on the second floor and the typing and shorthand classroom on the third floor.  The home 

economics room was located just above where the truck is parked on the right. [MRHM Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  EAST GRADE, WEST GRADE, HIGH 

This unused postcard view, dating between 1940 and 1950, shows Norway High School and the 

East Grade School and the West Grade School, located on the south side of Lake Mary between  

Chestnut Street and Section Street.  East Grade School was later used for storage, including 

quarter panels from old Ford Woodies used by shop students.  [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  NORWAY HIGH SCHOOL 

Fourteen members of Norway’s 1911 football team, identified from left to right and including their 

positions for players listed on the roster for the November 4 contest with Iron Mountain, were:  

Willard S. Perkins, Harold B. Lindahl (wearing helmet), left halfback; Carl Erickson, right end; 

Willard Bolitho, right halfback; Sigisfredo “Fred” Ossanna, quarterback; Richard Uren, left guard; 

Harvey Duvall, also left guard; Fred Pancheri, left tackle; William Ellison, right tackle; John C. 

Possi, fullback; Hedley Anderson; George Harfoot, center; James Williams, left end; and Raul or 

Roll Sutherland.  Another player named Olson played right guard, according to the roster. [WJC 

Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  NORWAY HIGH SCHOOL 

This unused postcard view, dating  about 1950-1960, shows the cement bleachers with Norway 

High School visible in the background, looking north.  Ronberg Field in honor of Norway Coach 

Alan Ronberg.  Note fire escapes on high school (helical slides) one from boys’ cloakroom and one 

from the girls’ cloakroom on the second floor. [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  NORWAY HIGH SCHOOL 

In this postcard view, dating between 1950 and 1960 and taken from Fourth Avenue looking north 

by northeast, shows the tennis courts with Lake Mary in the background.  The road in the 

background, visible in the upper right, is Chestnut Street.  Norway High School is located on the 

other side of Fourth Avenue.  Note the wood-framed backstops. [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  LAKE SCHOOL 

Built in 1910, the six-room, brick Lake School was located west of the Vulcan Location.  This 

unused postcard view, dates from about 1920.  An earlier, three-room building was constructed in 

the Lake area in 1899.  The structure was used for several years as a sewing factory by the Norway 

Needlecraft Corporation, which ceased operations in 1960. [WJC Photo] 



SCHOOLS:  HOLY SPIRIT NORMAL SCHOOL 

This unused postcard view, dating to about 1965-1966, shows the Holy Spirit Normal School at 

about the time the building was constructed, [WJC Photo]  



HOSPITALS:  DR. ELISHA POPE SWIFT’S HOSPITAL 

Dr. Elisha Pope Swift purchased 90,000 square feet of land from Thomas P. Hayes in August of 1901 for the 

construction of a house and hospital.  The hospital consisted of two buildings at 618 and 612 Iron Street, shown on 

the right in this 1920 postcard view, connected by a breezeway.  Dr. Swift’s office was located in the left, front 

portion of his house, located next door at 626 Iron Street with the stone retaining wall in front.  The nurses 

occasionally slept in quarters on the third level. [Martha Nagel] 



HOSPITALS:  PENN HOSPITAL 

As the ground in Norway’s Old Town began sinking, many buildings were damaged, including the 

Columbia Hospital, owned by Dr. E.P. Lockart, one of the city’s pioneer physicians.  Lockart’s 

settlement with the United States Steel Corporation included the Husson House, a three-story 

hotel, all of the fixtures and furniture from his hospital and some monetary compensation.  By mid-

September, 1909, the Husson House was moved to its new location at 620 Norway Street where it 

was placed on a new foundation and veneered with brick.  Lockart’s New Columbia Hospital was 

ready for patients in mid-November, 1910.  In January, 1913, Lockart accepted the position of 

surgeon with the Verona Mining Company in Palatka after living in Norway for thirty years.  The 

hospital was purchased by the Penn Iron Mining Company and run as the Penn Hospital until 

1946, when the company sold it to the City of Norway for a nominal sum.  The city operated the 

hospital until November, 1960, when the Anderson Memorial Hospital was opened.  [WJC Photo] 



HOSPITALS:  PENN HOSPITAL 

This unused postcard view of the Penn Iron Mining Company Hospital, 401 Norway Street, dates 

ca. 1940-1950.  In the 1935 city directory, Dr. Lloyd E. Hamlin was listed as the superintendent of 

the Penn Iron Mining Company Hospital. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY HOSPITALS:  ANDERSON MEMORIAL 

The Anderson Memorial Hospital opened in November, 1960, on the 400 block of Main Street, near 

intersection with Fifth Avenue, across from the St. Mary’s Catholic Church.  The structure was 

built with walls which could support a second floor.  The steeple of the Swedish Baptist Church, 

now First Baptist Church, is in the background.  This postcard view was copyrighted in 1963. [WJC 

Photo]  



NORWAY MINES:  NORWAY MINE 

Taken in May, 1886, this view, looking east, shows part of the Norway Mine, located on the NE ½ of 

the SE ¼  of Section 5, T39N, R29W.  The Norway Mine was one of the few Dickinson County mines 

worked as an open pit.  [Marquette County Historical Society] 



NORWAY MINES:  ARAGON MINE 

This photograph of the Aragon Mine appeared in Walter R. Nursey’s The Menominee Iron Range, 

published in 1891.  Note the miner’s candlesticks worn by these miners to illuminate their work 

area. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  ARAGON MINE 

This photograph, probably dating between 1900 and 1910, shows the workings of the Aragon Mine 

in Norway.  The stamp of O.C. Davidson is on the back of this photograph. [MRHM Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  ARAGON MINE 

This photograph of Shaft No. 3 of the Aragon Mine, looking north by northwest with the highest 

ridge of Norway Hill which included Nelson Hill and Butcher Hill on the horizon, was taken by 

Jorgen Johansen Eskil between 1890 and 1900.  The English Methodist Church was visible at the 

far left and the large building between the four smokestacks would have been either the Nelson 

School or the Penn Iron Mining Company store. [MRHF Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  NO. 3 ARAGON SHAFT 

This photograph of Shaft No. 3 of the Aragon Mine was taken by Jorgen Johansen Eskil between 

1890 and 1900. [MRHF Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  NO. 3 ARAGON SHAFT 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., August 12, 1908, this view of Oliver Mine No. 3, taken in 1908 by B.H. 

Dingman, publisher, Plymouth, Wisconsin, shows the shaft housing and smoke stack, as well as the 

trestle, stockpiles and ore cars ready to be loaded.  There is a residential area to the left, and two 

women carrying parasols are pushing their babies along Railroad Street, then a dirt road, looking 

west. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  NO. 4 ARAGON SHAFT 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., October 8, 1910, this postcard view, taken in 1910, shows No. 4 Aragon 

Shaft and the new Brier Hill Shaft, looking east.  Railroad Street would be at the right on the other 

side of the railroad tracks. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  NO. 5 ARAGON SHAFT 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., August 12, 1908, this view of Oliver Mine No. 5, taken in 1908 by B.H. 

Dingman, publisher, Plymouth, Wisconsin, shows the steel shaft housing and smoke stack, the 

trestle and lots of lagging logs to the left and the water tank to the right.  The Central School is 

visible to the right of the smokestack in the background, looking east in this photo. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  NO. 5 ARAGON SHAFT 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., September 7, 1910, this black-and-white halftone postcard view of 

Oliver Mine No. 5 of the Oliver Iron Mining Company shows the steel shaft housing and smoke 

stack, the trestle and a number of mining buildings.  Note the dairy cows grazing in front of the 

mining buildings. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  NO. 5 ARAGON SHAFT 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., August 27, 1912, the No. 5 Shaft of the Aragon Mine (Swamp Mine), 

pictured here, was taken by Hoover Photo.  Looking south from the old St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

located on Summit (Norway) Hill, the Wisconsin & Michigan Railway Depot is visible in the 

foreground at the left.  The depot was moved to 308 Twelfth Avenue on the northwest corner of the 

intersection with Central Avenue, west of the Strawberry Lake Apartments, by Roy Bergwall and 

is now a private residence. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  NO. 5 ARAGON SHAFT 

Dating between 1918 to 1930, this postcard view, probably looking west, shows Aragon Mine 

(Swamp Mine) Shaft No. 5 with various mining buildings visible at the left, the shaft and head 

frame, together with the smokestack in the center, and the stockpiles to the right. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  NO. 5 ARAGON SHAFT 

This photograph shows the Aragon Mine #5, known as “The Swamp Mine” by Norway residents.  

The buildings later housed the Norway Co-Op Canning Association, “The Sauerkraut Factory," and 

served as a warehouse for the Hosking Tire Company. The miner on the left was August Peterson, 

a Swedish immigrant who came to the area by way of Canada.  He later owned a farm at the end of 

A. Peterson Road in Merriman. [Ruth Larson and Donna Peterson] 



NORWAY MINES:  BRIER HILL MINE 

This unused, tinted halftone postcard of the Brier Hill Mine, published by Jacobson Pharmacy, 

probably dates from the 1920’s. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  CURRY MINE 

This unused, tinted halftone postcard of the Curry Shaft probably dates from the 1920’s. [WJC 

Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  UNIDENTIFIED MINE 

Postmarked Norway, September 16, 1907, this postcard view shows a steam shovel loading iron ore 

into ore cars pulled by Engine No. 742. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY MINES:  UNIDENTIFIED MINE 

This unused, colored halftone postcard, probably dating from the 1920’s, shows four miners working 

in an unidentified Norway mine. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  LAKE MARY 

Postmarked June 30, 1911, on the Escanaba & Hurley R.P.O. [Railroad Post Office], this 1908 

postcard view of Lake Mary, looking east, shows Lake Mary in the foreground and the Curry or 

Brier Hill or Aragon Mine (lower number shaft) near the top of the hill at the left. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  LAKE MARY 

Postmarked April 26, 1914, this view of Lake Mary, looking east, shows Lake Mary in the 

foreground and the Curry, Brier Hill or Aragon Mine (lower number shaft) near the top of the hill 

at the left. [WJC Photo] 



V IEWS:  HORSE AND WAGON IN COUNTRY 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., June 7, 1912, this early view shows an unidentified man driving a 

wagon loaded with crates of some sort covered with a tarp along a narrow road.  The message on 

the back talks about a motorcycle and is signed by Joe O’Dill.  With that surname, perhaps there 
are cases of soda pop in the wagon. [WJC Photo] 



DICKINSON COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS 

When the Dickinson County Agricultural Society was organized on November 3, 1904, it was 

recommended to hold an “annual fair and general exhibition of agricultural, horticultural products 

and implements, housewifery, needle and fancy work, and such other articles.”    The organization 

combined with the Menominee Range Agricultural Society to become the Dickinson County-

Menominee Range Agricultural Society on October 5, 1909, and a committee was appointed to 

“arrange for the purchase or rental of grounds suitable for the holding of future fairs.”   By the 

beginning of November, 1909, the directors of the recently-organized agricultural society closed a 

deal with the Keweenaw Land  Association for forty acres of land for fair grounds to the south of 

Norway.  This postcard view, dating from 1950 to 1960, shows the entrance to the Dickinson 

County Fair Fairgrounds, Norway, Mich.  [WJC Photo] 



DICKINSON COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS 

During the summer of 1915 the race track at the Dickinson County Fairgrounds was substantially 

improved through the efforts of farmers and horsemen from the Norway-Vulcan area.  This 

postcard view, probably taken about this time, shows a large crowd watching a harness race.  The 

grandstand could not accommodate all of the spectators.  Note the judges’ stand at the right.  

[MRHM Photo] 



VIEWS:  OAK CREST GOLF COURSE 

This postcard view, dating between 1940 and 1950, shows the Oak Crest Golf Course Club House. 

Oak Crest was built in the 1920's and expanded from 9 to 18 holes in the 1970's. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  NORWAY TOWNSHIP CEMETERY 

This halftone postcard view, probably dating between 1915 and 1920, shows the entrance gates to 

the Norway Township Cemetery. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  TOBOGGAN SLIDE IN NORWAY 

The toboggan slide was located above Lake Mary on Maple Street which was actually only on the north side of the 

highway, but was platted on the south.  The slide started at the highway (M-12, later U.S. 2) and ended on the ice 

at Lake Mary.  Donald “Pasty” Anderson resided in the house at the left.  The light poles at the right were erected 

to allow night toboggan sliding.  The slide was maintained by the city, and the ride would end on frozen Lake 

Mary.  This postcard view probably dates between 1935 and 1940. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  MARION PARK 

This postcard view, dating between 1939 and 1950, shows the Caretaker’s Lodge at Marion Park. 

[WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  MARION PARK 

This postcard view, dating between 1940 and 1950, shows the cabins at Marion Park. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  MAPLE SUGAR BUSH 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., October 6, 1942, this postcard view shows a maple sap evaporator at 

Trepanier’s Sugar Bush in Upper Pine Creek.  The sugar bush was built into the side of a low hill.  

A large tank was located in the other side of this building where the sap was emptied and fed by 

gravity into the evaporator.  The team of draft horses – Pat and Mike – pulled a sledge used to 

collect the maple sap.  A whistle would bring them back with the sap.  Pictured, from left to right, 

were Ellen Trepanier, probably Lloyd Trepanier, Richard “Dick” Trepanier, Joseph Trepanier, 

Blanche Trepanier and possibly Sharon, later the wife of Lloyd Trepanier. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  LAKE MARY, HAMILTON LAKES 

This postcard view, dating between 1939 and 1950, shows Lake Mary, the first of the Hamilton 

Lakes, located east of Norway, showing swimmers at dusk in the foreground. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  PINE CREEK 

Postmarked Norway, May 17, 1906, this halftone postcard view shows a bridge crossing Pine Creek.  

Note the logs piled on right side of bridge and horse standing near a pole at the approach to the 

bridge. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  SNOWPLOW CLEARNING HIGHWAY 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., November 19, 1945, this postcard view shows a V-shaped plow clearing 

the highway following a snowstorm with snow flying in both directions. [WJC Photo] 



VIEWS:  WOLF HUNTING 

This postcard view, entitled “Bringing in a Timber Wolf, 

Norway, Mich.,” dates to around 1930.  The successful 

hunter or trapper wearing snowshoes showed a huge 

timber wolf hanging from a stout stick over this left 

shoulder. [WJC Photo] 



SETTLEMENTS OF VULCAN AND 

STURGEON MILL 

 VULCAN:  Originally called Breitung or Breitung Mine for the mine around 
which it developed, officials of the Menominee Mining Company selected Vulcan 
as the name of the mine and the settlement in late July, 1877; post office 
established October 31, 1877, with Milton C. Belknap, postmaster; named for the 
Roman god of metal-working who produced thunderbolts for Jupiter on his forge 
beneath Mount Etna; platted July 25, 1925, by Raymond and Esther J. Turner 
on the N ½ of NW ¼ of Section 14, and the NE ¼ of NE ¼  of Section 15, T39N of 
R29W.  

  

 PARMENTER’S MILL:  Edward L. Parmenter operated a sawmill on the 
Sturgeon River located between Vulcan and Loretto near the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad bridge prior to December, 1892, when he proposed to 
build houses for his employees the following spring. 

 

 STURGEON MILL:  Originally known as Parmenter’s Mill, this sawmill 
settlement probably changed names after mid-November, 1896, when the 
O’Callaghan Brothers (James, John and George), of Norway, purchased the mill; 
by early March, 1897, the organization at the Sturgeon River was named the 
O.C. Lumber Company. 

 



VULCAN:  STURGEON RIVER SWINGING BRIDGE 

Postmarked April 6, 1907, this postcard view shows a swinging bridge located on the Sturgeon 

River near Vulcan, Michigan.  Note the people walking across the bridge.  [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  STURGEON RIVER SWINGING BRIDGE 

Postmarked September 17, 1909, this postcard view shows the “Stergon” River Bridge located near 

Vulcan, Michigan.  Note the log construction and protected area where logs would hit the structure 

during the log drive. This is a cyanotype, a photographic printing process that produces a cyan-blue 

print.  Drawings referred to as “blueprints” were reproduced using this process. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  STURGEON RIVER SWINGING BRIDGE 

Postmarked September 17, 1909, this postcard view shows the “Stergon” River Bridge located near 

Vulcan, Michigan.  Note the log construction and protected area where logs would hit the structure 

during the log drive. This is a cyanotype, a photographic printing process that produces a cyan-blue 

print.  Drawings referred to as “blueprints” were reproduced using this process. [WJC Photo] 



EAST VULCAN LOCATION 

This postcard view, dating between 1907 and 1918, shows a view of the residential area of the East 

Vulcan Location, looking west or southwest, from the vicinity of the current Iron Mountain Iron 

Mine.  The postcard was purchased on eBay from Cheshire, England. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  VIEW OF VILLAGE IN BACKGROUND 

Ten-year-old Willie Kelly, the only child of the Penn Iron Mining Company’s General Manager 

William Kelly and his wife, was killed in a freak accident while boarding the cart pulled by his pony 

on Saturday, August 20, 1898.  Willie and his aunt probably posed for the photographer earlier that 

same summer.  Note that Willie’s aunt is riding sidesaddle as most women did.  Vulcan can be seen 

in the background.  [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  STREET SCENE 

This unused oval postcard view – with “Vulcan, Mich.” written in pencil on the back, probably by 

the seller – dates to about 1910.  [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  STREET SCENE 

Postmarked Vulcan, May 7, 1908, this vertical postcard view shows the Norway Township Hall at 

the left, Methodist Episcopal Church, the Green School and the Penn Mining Company’s horse barn 

at the far right.  The photograph is printed on the top half of the postcard and “VULCAN” is 

written below in ink.  [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

Edward Parmelee received the contract to construct the “Green School,” the two-story building with 

the belfry in the above photograph, at the beginning of August, 1885.  The “Green School” was 

completed by the end of October, 1885.  Standing at the northeast corner of Main and Market 

Streets, the single-story Methodist Episcopal Church at the left, formally organized in 1885, was 

the original frame Vulcan school built in 1879 by the Penn Iron Mining Company which donated 

the building to the congregation when the “Green School” opened.  The building was demolished in 

1963.   The small building to the right served as the fire house and hose tower, used to dry canvas 

fire hoses.  The band stand is visible to the right of the school building in the background. [MRHM 

Photo] 



VULCAN:  NORWAY TOWNSHIP HALL 

Postmarked Vulcan, February 4, 1910, this trimmed postcard view shows the Norway Township 

Hall which was dedicated November 25, 1905. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  NORWAY TOWNSHIP HALL 

On October 29, 1904, Newman and Johnson began building the Norway Township Hall, a two-story 

brick building measuring 40 feet by 70 feet, in Vulcan, Michigan.  According to the Vulcan, 

Michigan, Centennial Book 1872-1972, the new Norway Township Hall and Opera House was 

dedicated on November 25, 1905.  Since the school had no gymnasium or auditorium, the town hall 

was used for basketball games, school parties, plays, recitals and recitations, as well as grade 

school and high school graduation exercises.  The town hall was well-suited as originally built, as 

there was a stage at the east end and a spectator gallery at the west end, making the “opera house” 

an adaptable, multi-purpose structure.  [WJC Photo]  



VULCAN:  NORWAY TOWNSHIP HALL 

The column Vulcan Varieties appeared sporadically in Iron Mountain Press at the turn of the 

century. Excerpts help document the town hall construction, as follows.  October 27, 1904:  The 

contract for building the new town hall was awarded last Monday night to Newman & Johnson.  

The building will be 40x70, two stories high, and will be constructed of brick.  The brick will be 

purchased from W.J. Turner.  November 3, 1904:  The work of excavating for the foundation of the 

new town hall was started last Monday.  December 15, 1904:  The foundation of the new town hall is 

completed and everything is ready for further work.  April 27, 1905:  The town-hall is enclosed and 

the interior work is progressing rapidly.  The building will be completed by the first of June.  

October 5, 1905:  Since the completion of the new town hall building, and the consequent removal 

into it of the post-office, thus vacating the old landmark which for so many years was used as a 

hotel, store and post-office, Lewis Whitehead, the owner of the property, has razed the old building to 

the ground.  He intends to level off the ground where the old building stood and convert the entire 

corner into a beautiful lawn.  Nov. 23, 1905:  On Saturday, Nov. 25th, an entertainment will be 

given in the town hall under the auspices of the Ladies’ Aid Society of the First M.E. church.  A good 

program has been arranged, consisting of drills, tableaux, recitations and music. [WJC Photo]   



VULCAN:  H. HASTINGS MEAT MARKET 

Thought to date from 1885, the H. Hastings meat market, later operated by Otto Marinelli, was 

located on Market Street and was one of the earliest buildings in Vulcan.  The structure was torn 

down in 1962. [Vulcan Centennial 1872-1972 Book] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN MEAT MARKET 

This unidentified photograph shows a man driving a wagon labeled VULCAN MEAT MARKET, 

probably dating between 1900 and 1910. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN HOTEL 

A printed caption on the cardboard mount below this photograph reads:  VULCAN HOTEL, Mich., 

Lew Whitehead, Proprietor.  Photographed October 1st, 1880, by L.C. Miller, Green Bay, Wis.  This 

is the earliest documented photograph taken on the Menominee Iron Range. [Dr. John Newkirk] 



VULCAN:   VULCAN HOTEL 

The Vulcan Hotel, said to have been opened by Lewis Young Whitehead in 1878, was the first hotel 

on the Menominee Range.  In late November, 1879, workmen were putting up a large addition to 

accommodate guests. The hotel was located on the west side of Mission Street, and some early log 

residences typical of early settlements on the Menominee Range are visible to the north of the 

hotel.  Note the combination of log and board-and-batten construction and the unusual fence.  In 

addition to serving as a hotel, the structure later served as a store and was Vulcan’s post office 

until the new town hall was erected in 1904.  In October, 1905, Whitehead razed this pioneer 

landmark.  [Dr. John Newkirk] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN HOTEL 

This front view of the Vulcan Hotel and Lewis Young Whitehead home on Mission Street shows the 

porch covered with ivy and a Palladian window on the second floor above the entrance.  An 

outbuilding of some sort can be seen in the rear to the left of the house.  This photograph probably 

dates between 1905 and 1910.  [Dr. John Newkirk] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN HOTEL 

This side view of the Vulcan Hotel and Lewis Young Whitehead home on Mission Street shows the 

front porch covered with ivy and two dormers.  This photograph probably dates between 1905 and 

1910.  [Dr. John Newkirk] 



VULCAN:  BUSINESS DISTRICT 

This unidentified photograph with two buildings in the background, as well as a delivery wagon 

(probably bakery wagon) and numerous people and a dog on the porch, shows two young men in 

hats on horses and a man in a white shirt between the horses holding the bridles, while a young 

boy in a cap stands in front of this man.  This photo may be connected to Vulcan, and could include 

some of the Whitehead or Rice family.  [Probably Dr. John Newkirk] 



VULCAN:  SWIFT PETERSON GENERAL STORE 

Swift Peterson ran a general store and barbershop in this building and the entrance to the theater 

is at the right.  This photograph was probably taken in the 1920’s. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN DANCING CLUB 

Members of the Vulcan Dancing Club sat for the photographer in the mid-1890’s.  Those seated in 

the front row, left to right, are Frank Copeland, Dr. Bernard W. Jones, Mr. Verdarman (?), 

unknown, Fred Hauser (?), Mr. Clemo and John Harris.  Standing in the second row are 

unidentified woman, Enoch Roberts (?), Alice Chamberlin, Thomas Trudgeon, Mrs. Jones, Arthur 

Thompson, Jennie Stickle (?), Sadie Thompson, Roy Whitehead, Gertie Copeland and Tony 

Johnson.  Unfortunately only those mentioned above were listed on the back of this photograph.  

[Dr. John Newkirk] 



VULCAN:  LAKE HANBURY – SILK STOCKING ROW 

View of the north shore of Lake Hanbury was probably taken in the 1880’s.  The  larger houses 

belonged to the mining officials and were located on what was known as “Silk Stocking Row.”  The 

John J. Hagerman-Frank Copeland double house can be seen to the left of the center of the 

photograph, and the house to the left of the Hagerman-Copeland house belonged to Dr. Nelson 

Powell Hulst.  The mining company office and store building can be seen at the far right.  [Vulcan 

Centennial Book] 



VULCAN:  LAKE HANBURY – SILK STOCKING ROW 

Construction on James John Hagerman’s house in Vulcan was under way in May, 1880, in Vulcan.  

Hagerman, president of the Menominee Mining Company, occupied the west wing when they were 

on the range.  The Franklin Copelands, seated here with their daughter Gertrude at the center of 

the porch, lived in the rest of the house.  Captain Lewis Whitehead sat at the far left of the porch 

and Dr. Nelson Powell Hulst sat second from right.  Others in the photograph are unidentified.  

The house was later the girlhood home of Charlotte Armstrong, an internationally recognized 
suspense novelist.  Note the wicker baby carriage at the far left.  [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  LAKE HANBURY – SILK STOCKING ROW 

This view of the residence of Dr. Nelson Powell Hulst, built for him by the Menominee Mining 
Company on Lake Hanbury in 1878, probably dates between 1950 and 1960.  [unknown] 



VULCAN CHURCHES:  BETHANY EPISCOPAL 

The wedding party and guests posed outside of Vulcan’s first Bethany Episcopal Church June 26, 

1906, when Jeffie, daughter of Lewis Young and Jennie (Rice) Whitehead, married George Allen 

Goodrich.  Bridesmaid Mary Flanagan and best man Roy Whitehead stood to the side of the bridal 

couple, pictured in the center. [Dr. John Newkirk] 
  
  The first Episcopal Church in Vulcan was established some time prior to 1902, and a 
small shingled church was built.  This structure, now remodeled, is the present home of Clifford Diedrich on Main 
Street.  About 1908, this building was replaced by a brick church located at the northeast corner of Central 
Boulevard and Park Street.  The Episcopal church in Vulcan was always a Mission church, served by clergymen 
from Iron Mountain.  Through almost all of the years the Episcopal Church had an active congregation in Vulcan, 
Frank Elms served as Sunday School Superintendent and a mainstay of the congregation.  In 1925, the church was 
closed and the building sold.  It is now the home of the Richard Faulls.  (Vulcan Centennial Book, 1972, p. 62) 



VULCAN CHURCHES:  BETHANY EPISCOPAL 

The first Bethany Episcopal Church in Vulcan was established some time prior to 1902, and a small 

shingled church was built.  This structure was remodeled and was the home of Clifford Diedrich on 

Main Street at the time of the Vulcan Centennial in 1972.  In about 1908, this building was 

replaced by a brick church located at the northeast corner of Central Boulevard and Park Street.  

The Episcopal church in Vulcan was always a Mission church, served by clergymen from Iron 

Mountain.  Through almost all of the years the Episcopal Church had an active congregation in 

Vulcan, Frank Elms served as Sunday School superintendent and was a mainstay of the 

congregation.  In 1925, the church was closed and the building sold.  The second church was the 
home of the Richard Faulls at the time of the Vulcan Centennial in 1972. [Dr. John Newkirk] 



VULCAN CHURCHES:  ST. BARBARA’S CATHOLIC 

This postcard view of St. Barbara’s Catholic Church dates between 1950 and 1960.  The original 

church, dedicated October 5, 1887, was destroyed by fire on Maundy Thursday, 1925.  A 

cornerstone for the new church was laid in 1925 on land donated by the Penn Mining Company.  

Completed in 1930, much of the labor was provided by the miners, mine carpenters and mine 

engineers who were members of the parish.  [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

Postmarked Vulcan, Mich., September 27, 1910, the Vulcan High School (Photo by J. Turini) was 

built in 1909.  In 1913 the first high school class was graduated.  Members of the class were Albert 

Carlson, Edward Eva, Walter Marinelli, Alvira Campbell and Millie Eva.  The building at the right 

was the Green School, built in the fall of 1885. [WJC Photo]  



VULCAN SCHOOLS:  HIGH SCHOOL 

Postmarked Vulcan, Mich., February 5, 1915, this view of the High School, Vulcan, Mich., by Pesha 

Art Co., Marine and Local Views, Marine City, Mich., showing the front of the structure. [WJC 

Photo] 
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     In 1909 the high school was built, and in 

1913 the first high school class was graduated.  

The members of the class were Albert Carlson, 

Edward Eva, Walter Marinelli, Alvira 

Campbell, and Millie Eva. 
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     In 1965, the Norway-Vulcan Consolidated 

School System was formed, serving the City of 

Norway, Norway and Waucedah Townships, 

and the Menominee County community of 

Faithorn.  The school building at Vulcan 

became the “Middle School” in the system, and 

has continued to serve these intermediate 

grades since that time.  In 1967, the original 

brick high school building, which had become a 

part of the larger grade school structure in 

1927, was demolished after the remodeling in 

1966 of the Middle School. 

 



VULCAN SCHOOLS:  VULCAN HIGH SCHOOL 

This postcard view of Vulcan High School by the Iron Range Studio probably dates between 1915 

and 1920. [MRHM Photo]  



VULCAN SCHOOLS:  VULCAN HIGH SCHOOL 

Dating from 1940-1950, this postcard view shows the old high school building at the left with the 

large grade school addition, constructed in 1927.  The old high school structure was demolished 

after the remodeling of the Middle School in 1966.   [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN SCHOOLS:  REATH CROSSING SCHOOL 

In 1879 the first school at Reath’s Crossing on State Road was built.  This school was built by the 

State Road farmers – James Rice, Eugene Liberty, and Richard Reath, as it was impossible for the 

children to attend the town school because of the distance and the crossing of the river.  Miss 

Burdock was their first teacher.  Before building the school, classes were held in the James Rice 

home, now the Guilliani farm.  This photograph was taken in about 1900.  [Dr. David L. Reath] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN MINE 

Taken in May, 1886, this view, looking northeast, shows the Vulcan Mine, located on the E ½ of the 

NE ¼ of Section 9, T39N, R29W.  Notice the huge timbers with rough sides in the foreground and 

the large number of logs piled in the upper left of the photograph.  [Marquette County Historical 

Society] 



VULCAN MINES:  VULCAN AND CURRY MINES 

This view of the Vulcan and Curry Mines appeared in Walter R. Nursey’s The Menominee Iron 
Range in 1891. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN MINE 

Postmarked Faithorn, Mich., February 24, 1914, this view of the Vulcan Mine, incorrectly labeled 

“Norway, Mich.,” shows the shaft house at the right, the trestle in the center and the engine house 

at the left. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN MINES:  CENTRAL VULCAN MINE 

The Penn Iron Mining Company’s new shaft at the Central Vulcan Mine is pictured in this unused 

postcard view which could date from 1907 to 1930. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN MINES:  CENTRAL VULCAN MINE 

This postcard view, dating between 1939 and 1950, shows the Central Mine, a part of the Penn Iron 

Mining Company. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  EAST VULCAN MINE 

Taken in May, 1886, this view, looking northeast, shows the East Vulcan Mine, located on the S ½ 

of the S ½ of Section 11, T39N, R29W.  A shaft house appears above the tramways and stockpiles in 

the upper left.  Notice how the land has been clear-cut with few trees remaining on the horizon.  

[Marquette County Historical Society] 



VULCAN MINES:  EAST VULCAN MINE 

These unidentified miners, wearing carbide lamps on their hats, posed at the East Vulcan Mine for 

this postcard view with the identification “East Vulcan Mine, May 6 (?).”  The year is possibly 1911.  

Notice that two men are carrying lunch buckets. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN MINES:  WEST VULCAN MINE 

This unused postcard view, dating between about 1910 and 1915, shows the loading process at the 

West Vulcan Mine ore pocket from the tramway. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN MINES:  HORSE BARN 

Identified as “Vulcan Barn, Vulcan, Mich.” this postcard view, dating between 1907 and 1920, is 

probably the Penn Iron Mining Company’s horse barn which was located next to the Green School, 

probably the building at the left.  The message on reverse to Mr. J.E. Hagey from Nella Myers says, 

“This is Pa’s barn.” [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN MINES:  OLIVER IRON MINING COMPANY 

A penciled notation on the reverse reads “Vulcan, Mi., from Marcella Phillips” on this postcard view 

dating between 1907 and 1918, showing the Oliver Iron Mining Company Steam Engine No. 120 

with coal tender. [WJC Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 1  

Suitable clay for brick manufacture was discovered about a mile south of Vulcan.  In 1891 a brick 

plant known as the Vulcan Brick Works was built there by William J. Turner and Dr. B.W. Jones. 

Dating from about 1891, workers posed with stacked bricks, preparing the kilns for firing.  At this 

time the kilns burned cordwood. Note the young boys working alongside of the men.  [MRHM 

Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 2  

In 1893, Turner acquired Dr. Jones’ interest, and the plant continued to operate under the direction 

of several superintendents, including Superintendents Cole and Finnegan.  Turner died November 

3, 1913, and operations at the brick works continued until 1915.  The Vulcan Brick Works operated 

from May until December of each year, employing between forty-five and sixty men.  During the 

winter, a number of men were employed in cutting cord wood used for burning the brick, which 

required cutting and hauling about 3,000 cords a year. [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 3  

The plant supplied brick to all parts of the Upper Peninsula, as well as northern Wisconsin.  There 

was a particularly strong market among the mining companies, as most of the mines depended on 

steam power, and the brick fireboxes of the boilers required frequent replacement.  Most of the 

brick buildings in the western part of the Upper Peninsula were built of the products of this plant, 

including Vulcan’s Norway Township Hall (1905), the Vulcan High School (1909), and various mine 

buildings and churches.  While the Vulcan Brick Works was operating, a small community built up 

around it, consisting of a school house and about fifteen houses. [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 4  

Dating between 1910 and 1915, dump cars were being loaded with clay at the Vulcan Brick Works. 

[MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 5  

Workers at the Vulcan Brick Works loaded a cart with clay for making bricks.  Sales in 1911 

exceeded 5,000,000 bricks.  The largest single order (1,200,000 bricks) was for the new Iron 

Mountain High School.  This order was delivered over the Wisconsin & Michigan Railroad, several 

carloads being shipped daily. [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 6  

Dating between 1910 and 1915, a ditching machine was used to cut clay which was loaded into 

waiting cars to be converted into bricks.  Taken by Orr-Keifer, a photography studio in Columbus, 

Ohio, this view may not be of the Vulcan Brick Works, but illustrates the process of brick making. 

[MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 7  

In 1924, Noel H. Turner, a son of William J. Turner, reopened and rebuilt the brick plant, moving 

the entire operation to a higher location about a quarter of a mile east of the original site.  Dating 

from about 1925, this view of the Vulcan Brick Works shows the drying sheds with stacks of bricks 

and conveyors on tracks used for transporting them. [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 8  

The wood-burning “scove kilns” were replaced by more efficient coal fired “Boss kilns” with forced 

and induced draft equipment. Dating from about 1925, a worker stood next to one of the kilns at 

the Vulcan Brick Works.  Note the charcoal piles and the construction of the kiln. [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 9  

Dating to about 1925, this photograph of the Vulcan Brick Works shows the railroad siding, the 

three brick kilns and various buildings, including the superintendent’s house in the background. 

Beginning in the winter of 1932, Noel H. Turner began producing local peat which was briquetted 

and used as fuel particularly well-suited for burning clay ware such as bricks. [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  VULCAN BRICK WORKS – 10  

Dating from about 1925, this photograph shows three brick kilns of the Vulcan Brick Works and 

another building with a large chimney.  The plant ceased operations in 1936. [MRHM Photo] 



VULCAN:  AGRICULTURE AND FARMING 

Mrs. Lewis Whitehead posed at the barn on the Whitehead farm, called Gold Hill Farm, with her 

son, Lewis Whitehead, Jr., and farmhands in about 1900. [Dr. John Newkirk] 



NORWAY:  STURGEON RIVER POWER DAM 

This unused postcard view, probably dating between 1940 and 1950, shows the Wisconsin & 

Michigan Power Dam on the Sturgeon River near Norway.  [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY:  STURGEON RIVER POWER DAM 

This unused postcard view, probably dating between 1940 and 1950, shows the Penn Iron Company 

Power Dam near Norway. [WJC Photo] 



NORWAY:  STURGEON RIVER POWER DAM 

This unused postcard view, probably dating between 1950 and 1960, shows the Penn Iron Company 

Dam near Norway, Michigan.  [WJC Photo] 



STURGEON MILL 

This screened view  shows Sturgeon Mill in about 1910.  The mill village was located between 

Vulcan and Loretto near the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad bridge across the Sturgeon River. 

[Vulcan Centennial 1872-1972 Book] 



STURGEON MILL 

This postcard view, dating between 1925 and 1940, possibly shows the O.C. Lumber Company 

settlement at Sturgeon Mill on the Sturgeon River.  The words “Vulcan near Norway” are written 

in pencil on the back of this winter scene.  Some buildings are identified in the margin and appear 

in quotes below.  A large sawmill is visible in the background at the left, a “hotel” which was 

probably a two-story boarding house left of center with five small houses in a row along what 

appears to be the main “street” of the settlement to the left of the hotel, and another large building 

in the background which appears to be a sawmill, but is labeled as a “chemical plant.” [WJC Photo] 



STURGEON MILL 

Postmarked Vulcan, Michigan, July 15, 1909, this postcard shows a partial view of the O.C. 

Lumber Company sawmill at Sturgeon Mills, a small settlement located on the Sturgeon River 

between Vulcan and Loretto.  Note the log being pulled up into the sawmill from the millpond at 

the right. [WJC Photo] 



STURGEON MILL 

This screened photograph shows the O.C. Lumber Company’s store at Sturgeon Mill. Originally 

known as Parmenter’s Mill, this sawmill settlement probably changed names after mid-November, 

1896, when the O’Callaghan Brothers (James, John and George), of Norway, purchased the mill.  

By early March, 1897, the organization at the Sturgeon River was named the O.C. Lumber 

Company. [Vulcan Centennial 1872-1972 Book] 



THE END 


